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FROM THE PRESIDENT

We have reached the end of ﬁt{ m?v ry happy
and successful year . Althoug 0 u number of
members has diminished oVe¥d j@f; we have
had a steady attendance v, ot}r l uncheon:s

presentations.

have been entertained agj éjygof guest s
n

While this for mat wi || contlnue int o 2025 we
|l ooking at ways to i nEVIPORTANT DATES GOMING URt e t h

membe_rsh!p of BallaratNew arllﬁlpnl!)cﬂunchthe Air Forc
Associati on. Unllke ranches of t he

association, we ar e ?o“res%Xei?“;‘}aWIdck to have b
the use of Hut 48 in lAn'Se 'hﬂstporr‘??‘!'ﬁ’rues_cib{eetarosf
airport and the heritamlecBf CcthleunwAhcsi ar ati hien

from World war 11, Pipers at Lake Wendc¢
In looking at ways to da'pd MW@RiyseP@dMitlhignha@mid
Ball arat Branch will bPI| £m@osnes omiereg afnomrvantmiod

Heritage Week in May 2®%5.n#e ap-siapmgd Wihdeehiad @ m
wi t h hi storians and en\tNlplfsllaﬁés toovclrdaéHe an [

t hat wi | | bring visitors an V|ntage aircraf
Ball ar at and the airpo | kee
informed of developmentSQc‘alf;“QChWRI‘Fwathﬁhr'&aryslbace'
S _ We WI|| resume our - u:
Il n anot her I nitiati ve, recelved me mb
from both Geel ong and tB nndlgq)abrgpcheesbr%"fl y
l uncheon and information exchange (see separat
article pages 5 and 6) .Notefrom theEditor
Finall vy, I wi sh you angdt ymwald bfeaemhi Inmye sp| a&lalsutr ke
over this festive seasdogmranhua floap pyh e2 G©rZass.t 2y

the creative content, t h
fromomithly to quarterly,
final edition for 202 4.

| l ook forward to sharin
tumn 2025.

Sue Al exdintdeerr

Peter D . [

Preside W)



Christmas Luncheon
2024

Fol |l &2wizBgsuccessful for

attended the Ball arat en
iMor ni ng OMd€ If @it &g i ng

Chri st mas hi fideodarkde ss camst

a coupl e of naughty ur
Christmas |l unch. ‘
The Club did us proud ng
we had an amazing arra t h
guests being able to We

were once again blessed with a gﬁenerous hampe.l
from Cat hériofdi Eendunfortunately her
representative had to |

the | ast moment) and

al so donated a very g

smal |l er prizes.

We had, as usual, an

pickl es, beauti fully- _—
term member Margaret ’ . Margaret has

experienced chall enged halthvz over t he | ast f
mont hs butd smi$dedhas .

providing these tasty
homemade sausage rolds We
real ly l' i ke to thank 7 ; oin
generosity and support R

o e
We were joined for our R S : ] Ve
our-t emants at Hut 48, :\3‘ p i
group. We wel comed ] “y -

Net herway and current vice pf:esident‘Miriam\Pec
We al so welcomed regul r a ende a our SOCi
9 %\ ta[)}e PUFF 11 r e p
Jacky Bandy.

l uncheons, Peter and aftfl

There was great
ment openi-g,
bons and r easd¢
terrible jok



Enjoying the 2024 Christmas Party

L-R Ernie Chapman, Margar
Peter Dowlin Bob McDon

Roberts,
Bandy

and Pete

Kel |

en



I wish you all a
your support duri

Loved ones worked to ear
Cowan and his heroism du

(Australian Story)

POTT, John Henry RAAF 400122

Sergeant John Henry Pott
The FEATURE STORY on tRAF1wWAGXKiwdledi twhen Br i

as per | ast newsl etter cpayssetdr inbeuatre- hGasz dlhaed yc IL & 3
Lockheed HRBAd%$omhaAatLlthdaoawncbyered and he is comm
Japanese Zer os near P avieamnod 4 tatl a i n Papua New
Guinea. The four <crew OAfft3e2r S{,qunuaednrqouni rwyerteo: 1 W/
Pilot Officer-PWapoten COWEEIS Airman (Course 2)
Sergeant RusGenhnemoLACK €L Er Colliver sent the
Sergeant LaGunn8HEARD ImmedlaFe family me mb e
Australian Def ence Forc
(1 WAGS Course 15) request unissued service
Pil ot Officer—N&)wi\/gaitdlAYﬂLQﬁ{iSsuedTmeedmdxst of Kkin
(1 WAGS Course 16). uni ssued medals for the

The ABWLstr al draenc oStdeerdy ay Repbad®medhemeedalt sof ki
ENEMY LdabbIt the herofsm @ohethaeptaewment set

and at our request hasarl eéadWaotatxackati. t appl @ YVau

documentary. We wi | | SheofWe ntchee MRId@& g Is a YAopup' Plil ® e ¢
me mber s next year . Foldroiwgithhe®8 kie@k pit @ntwast cfhy|i
now. Replical medals medal s ha\
https:// www. abd .d0nle/te naeuniiynrseswise/d2 01 § o u can pur cha
| i ed-2002/ 10447776 commerci al company. The
one source.
Australian Story "
Peter W Colliveroam o

VIDEO: Enemy Lines National Secretary e
Air Force Association N

Producer Margaret Parke S
Suite 3, 24 Camberwell Road, Hawthorn, Vic., 3123

PosTkd 1 Nov 2018 at 3 1 Tel: (03)9813-4600
2 0 1 8 atu md dM::b@d'n ’1 8 Nov 2 0 Postal Address: PO Box 1038, Hawthorn BC, Vie., 3122
7. 14 pm Mo nd a Yy 18 Nov 2 0 E-mail: natsec@raafa.org.au

Vi dl2wr at i on: 28 minut es.
Janet -1BMAGSso Codi nat or


https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-01/enemy-lines-july-1,-2002/10447776
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-01/enemy-lines-july-1,-2002/10447776
https://www.abc.net.au/news/programs/austory/

S )
SOCIAL LUNCHEON Wetomap, SRR
yeterDo.

*0d Wling
EVENTS o

Anthem

* John Clarkson P

S pra
On Thursday 3 October, 'JOhnPrice-Presideer\tj\r::tAA(EA
visited by the Geel ong * Lunch E
Associati on, as wel | * 1WAGS Peter Dowling at e
President, Joad BOdi ks * LWAGS website ~Swgt Bates
l uncheon.
We welcomed a bus | oad yng
including President J i de
John Delia and Secreta ‘
We were extremely pIea\és:ej\ﬁtalE;t'olﬁlgltSt toehnpreCSI'éjreJEOtshBOr{
was also able to make it to Ballarat. As our n
soci al |l uncheons on Tuesdays con| tr
mont hly meeting of VicRgitFAhnhEriwe, P t ak
advantage of the changBeeﬂ‘d'dg£I¥ Bigpneh & N9 Jo
tlined some of the cbhelIu Cerz]s apd "% e

ou . . oarAe %p.gthe ghalj\é faced
Force Association overpgl {ne bMalnlcH .; A9 |
member ship oan d obseesrty i |nrgtBeq.rJvrve_egsPtoearF.)s sho
He also said to this pod nfhet Bagt, , a g€ >
years it i's envisaged thmed oh eareq el oWVd
wi || move from the curBremth |noeond e i ated ol
to an area west/southwé&sesigeng peh ser
more active branches.




Brickhill Reachhfaombdilkee i

somewhat difficult’ pe.l
Billy ol I'i ns, head of

[ i am Colllns and Sons, e
talking to him. Nevert he
as a |l egendary figure b
closely identif iTehde hHeMW ¢

t hBeattl e .of Britain

On Tuesday 8 October,

Branch President, Rein
about his role in the

t he Victorian Al r Fo
anticipated that Bal | a
Geel ong and Bendigo b
common i s s upeosl |ainndatcer oisdf

By Cuthbert Orde, for Air Mi:i

Group Captain Sir Douglas Robert RAE Museum

Steuart Bader, CBE DSO & Bar DL

FRAeS Bader suffered from pare
(This article adapted from WikipechiiaS parents showed ittt
At our meeting in OctHBEHF! YackhdwVelhhohly Ralee
anniversary of the Batt| Bl BRUGLY ¢ §0n StyeEdydrd,
video of the I|ife of D&LGI #99BL§SI ve energy fo
_ he excell ed at sports
Thi s-kwewh Worl d War 1 hero and subgect
of Paul®BnifvdeadH | f oohas PO §@ Jul 1930, Bader
hero status with many &P 1R é’"@'ﬁo & CE3 p9 P URASiRd
aKenJSeuyrreE/IGy onsgt er @amec
When thReafcihl miowas heelS&y6d .q¢areir swtac Id sBRid d edro ghs e «
peopl e associated Badgh,r Wty |t & 1901 €L 4 ehr;chg

ami able perskeamahetly M“aﬁd:td)a{nger us s
t [

pl ayed Bader. Bader recognise hat g |to 'oducl
had deleted all those RHBbitd4he PESSEMREEd whHEn
operations, partlcular‘f'ys'%t‘?_'as BEt9g | FE PR, yRBadedy
|l anguage. Bader once Pwl,y'TQh@)‘me@cplmWs'tA‘m&ftﬁk
the dashing chap Kenn@ hl #989e WEKsK1BTH AR @ s 2
more controversial trapPd§aRPPERIeNYe d® Ny plo nd Ay ye
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Group_Captain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reach_for_the_Sky
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenneth_More
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Few
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Britain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pilot_officer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._23_Squadron_RAF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RAF_Kenley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surrey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gloster_Gamecock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bristol_Bulldog
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reading,_Berkshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodley,_Berkshire

Douglas Bader cont. Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation -
crashed when the tip otheBaHyYedreft wing touched

ground. BaderRowaasl rBiesrhkesdh itroe t he
Hospitwhere parts of Rpthhéi NoVvemdserwelriencheo
amputated. guests were presented w

In 1932, after a long €3hV¥l %@ nScelfBalill® Q0
hard to regain his foCREPOCRBII PP BY B3nieg!l pHa
given a new pair of arthfiloidgl Ilteags.Gener al Mar
Bader got his chance tl®WrSoveVitShialt® dnh eEUloOuPiey 3
fly when, in June- W3B2 waspjirnewvjptgahl e. Be
Secre@hatypasaasngend fordhiGf dfet Ygel! d not be a
up Awnr o, 5@Hi ch he pil otfeWs !&ipiek ene¢ey. he [ obbi
subsequent medical exa®fAYn&tNiM&GNtprboeddsShidm! t5h

for active service, blLUPAdYSKETrApri| 1933 he wa
notified that the RAF tThmrd ¢decédemento reyarsed
decision. I n May, Badeénowasrddedl ndgdt pati 0hs
RAF, Australian companies. T

Against a background dforTmMRei @8sPhgCRrENENOHE3E
Eur opl9337@Bader repeatellNyOleqd eReprpeyr adHRModerd s
that the Air Ministry BACKERt Milmh bpAT%KO il tte® dy
RAF. He regained a meldPt8PDRBYkgbr FPR&MI BRE egn
operational flying at M2 pMaVvdigagdPdmp%emp@gs
and on 27 November, i §Rt CqmuBgnpepitedmber 193
accident, Bader Aivlreow.TuB &N aga o reteMegjabtour ne

Once airborne, he could not resist the tempt al
to turn t he bi pl ane uS'phsollrdteI Yd C?‘V(/FF eht kbq)%aessgga&btl
(18Mm) i nsi de t he ci rbcausi-étmgaanr e@.or'chWadd?‘erpu,r cha
subsequently progFa'ssezny’Q%Q'ou%%wsﬁﬂgdj Wackeg t
Batanhki | es Malse el ast t?ﬁmﬂﬁﬂé %?a{j\ ner al Manag
befor eSpfiltgiikges i)canes due to. Wacke.t Wl sr dfecmmte s
t he first aircraft pr oc
I'n January 1940, NbadehaWRet tPOSd®d| efd® a techni
SquataseRIARRtDuxé@ambr,i digdfe United States to eva
where, at 29, he was ohfggrsehNaetmMastyple Riuystfae
pillott swas here that Ba%‘?"thﬂﬂ"AUb?réifﬁtsgééﬂ‘gﬁ
of a 39pi twaisr et.thought t hat Bader's success
as a fighter pilot was part. of his h
no | egs; pi | gpftosr cpwlcloimmbga t hi g
turns often blacked out as t bl ood f
the brain drained to the 1I|o ) f the Db
especially the | egs. As Bade egs he ¢
remai n conscious |l onger, a ad an
advantage over opponents wit
On 12 December 1940, Bader ed
t hBi stingui shedDFCyi dgr Chho s
services during the Battl e Hi s uni
242 Squadron, had c¢l ai med 62 tories.

Lawrence J (Wacko) Wac


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Berkshire_Hospital
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Berkshire_Hospital
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philip_Sassoon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avro_504
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avro_Tutor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fairey_Battle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fairey_Battle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miles_Master
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supermarine_Spitfire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hawker_Hurricane
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._19_Squadron_RAF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._19_Squadron_RAF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duxford_Aerodrome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cambridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/G-force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distinguished_Flying_Cross_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orient_Steam_Navigation_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orient_Steam_Navigation_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/EZ_Industries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/EZ_Industries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Port_Melbourne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sydney_Airport
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tugan_Aircraft
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lawrence_Wackett
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wirraway

The mission's Neoerltehct Armd@drhiewadd®A, t me | mprove-d6dwesti t
NALS with CAC's modi f i creettirocancst atbH ies | baencda nmeg tgheea r
Wi rraway. CAC al so undétt ahwle @profduameée odr aowfi ng
t hRer att & WBHAeOMEeiyneR useBdr iitn shhéar dwar e. Thi s w
Wi rraway and al so bui latbossdo Mm& 0 p0o@@Peparers twhema
supplies from alternetfi viehemodr téserebecanmd v
probl emati c. hardware for the engines

3 engine there were some -
di fferettTexXdr was an al
skin redesi-y6. oft thas N@&

drawing sheets. Document
documents and manual s ha

e 7

A o peoi il |

NALG =T B

The production plant was { " Fisher|
Bend on the Yarra river. ltcAacadrawhageodrfbeecause
was close to the Mel bopenechmqrliteenged@iWacradt P4

GMH would be a neighbouyot producing aircraft

Construction began AprifcepgdsOnand !t fweuUsKHed Of
September 1938. Cost w¥&restohatédrawagxsoorodo
Ot her costs were pIantJUalnYd 1r19a4(:6h|nery £139, 000

jigs & tools £50,520, I T T 7mmraimAam and
materials £109, 000. E X O f
December 1939 was £583, ¢ |
The work force was made /gL S . ; gan
empl oyees and predomina ways
tradesmen from Newport = - | n
August 1939 CAC had 20—
wages bill of about £10,000Td‘ewré'e*q@“'@Am"”away
The Wi rraway was wused a
reconnai ssance, |l i ght b o
target making and for re
storpedos. A storpedo ha
wor k horse. The RAAF ev
defence role at Rabaul i

l ack of fighter aircraft

The -2CAWackett Trainer wa:
be designéed bgye€A&€ mixed
for the air frame of tub
wooden wings. The same ¢
as used by Tugan-gxiwshtiicr
experience <coul d be rel
met hod used by De Havill

Wind tunnel testing done
found it to have spin in
in the tail plane being


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_American_NA-16
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_American_NA-16
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pratt_%26_Whitney_R-1340

Spitfires made it I deal

ar my cooperation. They
communi cation s qtaddroonusl
carry a camer a I n t he

reconnai ssance (|l ow alti

CA6 Wackett Trainer As .

e Havilland Gypsy 4 engirégs e P

D 0o W .

) om ang i“r'st ght
prototype and it was under powered. The Gypsy
engine was considered Tghuet-l h&-ly@%YV%r?%meorue{n%%fw
production. The Warner cafab radial ~engine’ wa
settled on and i.mp\ﬁ:ribedimiteromi ltéwte %%ep al s o gf|
200 6CAproduction variant Waockettl'_ Trailned's®

. . dinn & rps provided
The wings were built at H down he road.
performance that was | ac

They were used as interweditade Itirtati Ine€rtsod olr atae
time before being transufSear r¢idd t @owi rnealnets st ® p & 1

training. turbosuperchargers bel i
The design of the Boohdrdngowhd & aBuielgt -on
21/ 12/ 1941. Fred Davi d was t h design

e chief
engineer of the projectl.nT}'?‘egd'Jes_ticbnltgeA'e?m 1\/\/Q\% '
up of 15 engineers andLadbroaruagthotrs'meejc‘n.CoTnhdeucéﬁé f
Board wanted a fighter I%pnorqehreanngosvxlt| ntgismealnyd rr?‘anfnL
possi ble. CAC had previvx'ulsllsy B_%ﬂg_ ePfdeSsti;gunCtsutrue
of a two seat mul ti gﬂﬂp%rinﬂﬂ'?tewedPelﬂff. ;
basi cakhygi me ereed Wirrawsa C O ft It.nhtiesrn\;aéé_onal Ael
decided to be inadequatle_.49th;rth'\ﬁagxlﬁla@f888 BVQE
to use the Pratt & Whiafﬁfg)yahHSSant{ﬂ/Pﬁ \}véé’ﬁs
radi al engine that CACfV\fietr'egybeuiqadti%'g -l;‘rberytcheelv%l
Beaufort bomber at thei(?'f Ltih:l'c%mvﬁaes e%gvlvchrelcblfa'nrts
Sydney. They reused the i awa v ]| A n d

of t he parts and modi f
Wi rraway parts and creat

From design start to fi
P51 Mustang took 149 da
design but from the conth
250 Boomerangs were bui
each and the first five

Fatigue Testing Model
The Boomer ang was used as aa rear based
i nterceptor on mainland Australia and as a fig
trainer. Th#46smaadt SmotleatPers odesilga@as during W
front lines. It had a |ssnmghirs{Veigweetoe@iAll S 000 weanv emi |
the use of its drop tdmwk.esB&etr er de spnrigoatetod ytgoe |f

altitude perfod0manaedt Man Vthe P
9


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CAC_Woomera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CAC_CA-15
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prototype

Air Force Association Victoria Bob McDonald

President® Meeting and Christmas

On Sunday 8 December H

, S
foll owed a short meetir ent s o
sever al of the Victoriar Air F
Associati on. The natur e and tF
activities were quite di

President Peter Dowl in 15 gaans of Memberoip Sue

M R Me
i recagnit

Al exander attended t he

At our October meeting,

acknowl edge t he l ong t
contribution mad e by Bo
unsparing i n hi s ef fort
pictured wi t h hi s certi

member shi p, but as that
few more years tucked un

A Footnote

President Peter Dowl ing
L-R: Reinhar-®résesdientaBendi gtohBraA¢h, Fohrnc e of S 0me

Cl ar kksroensi dent Victori-Br 8€sapg.e Pietgentbowlfinghe NSW Sur
dent Bal |l ar at Br-al?wrcdwsid@mni(’s%aﬁdgr&qatty Peter attended

Branch Dinner with 10 SQN basec
As wel | as catching up hevi telvesiomg ®eSketerfriganes
(above), we had the plEmpiure ©Dfaimeieng ngc Bernhd ,a
members Bev and Car |l Dtirldiomi.ng WHi ladtl Béde pndo
Car | resi de i n Mel bouwinreel etslkeyopleawae¢ orfsamohy t

members and a strong a®Pedseirfadtiloenrr wddh Bawil aelae:
a footnote to the aGtiadl el WAGS Mang B8ra¢tl aBannpert:
fiRecol logpauthilamsshed in theaftast adteiwwsd eddrevi,ce.
Carl described his atten B |
r , and being h '

very high st
hi s t-eanceh elroh
Reynol ds, f o
charge of thgg
base in Ball

We hope to
‘Jand Carl at
/Il uncheon.

Peter Dowling (3rd |l eft) with
Car | Dill on 461 SQN Sunderl and flying cre
Awards Dinner.
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