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IMPORTANT DATES COMING UP 

Aviatorôs Ball 

Saturday 23 August 

7:30 - Midnight 

Brown Hill Hall 

375 Humffray Street North 

Ballarat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Luncheons  

Social luncheons will continue throughout 

the year on every second Tuesday, 

commencing 12 midday.  

 
 

As presaged in our last Newsletter, the weekend of 

May 17 and 18 saw the Ballarat Heritage Week 

headline event at the airport: ñEntertainment of the 

Airò.  See the full article on the following pages. 

The event was as successful as was hoped and ran 

smoothly, notwithstanding the blast of wintery 

weather that visited for the weekend. 

Iôd like to particularly acknowledge a small but 

incredibly dedicated group of people who are 

working as a sub-committee of the Ballarat Branch 

AFA - Steve Carter, Mark Pilkington, Sharon 

Carpenter and Leigh Edmonds.  This group has a 

strong interest in the Ballarat Airport and air 

history.  With a view to creating ongoing interest in 

our heritage aspects of the airport, this yearôs 

ñEntertainment of the Airò is hoped to showcase 

possible annual events leading to the 100th 

anniversary of the airport. 

This yearôs event could not have been achieved 

without them. 

Iôd also like to acknowledge Louise Humble and 

Bob Brown from the Aviation museum, who 

provided space for the 1WAGS exhibit in the 

museum. 

Iôd also particularly like to acknowledge the huge 

support Ballarat branch receives from John 

Clarkson, Barb Stallard and the Board of AFA 

Victoria, which allows us to support activities of 

benefit to our members. 

 

Peter Dowling 

President 
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Ballarat Heritage Week - Events at the 

airport precinct May 17 & 18 

With a tight timeline leading up to the event, 

Ballarat Council, the Air Force Association 

Ballarat and the Commercial Manager of the 

Aerodrome worked to provide an event at the 

airport celebrating its history. 

It was determined that the headline act would be 

the chartering of the ñGooney Birdò DC-3 bringing 

aviation enthusiasts out of Essendon Airport. 

 

The event was promoted by Ballarat Council with 

a huge billboard in Victoria Street displaying the 

DC-3 to traffic approaching Ballarat from the east 

prior to the event. 

There was tireless activity and organisation by Air 

Force members Steve Carter, Mark Pilkington, 

Sharon Carpenter, Leigh Edmonds and Peter 

Dowling, in conjunction with Jonnie Wilshire, the 

Commercial Manager of the airport. 

Closer to the date in May, it became apparent that 

the event needed more support and Ballarat 

Council provided funds and Events Manager 

Nicole Bartlett to plan and co-ordinate activities 

within the precinct. 

Following an almost unprecedented period of 

warm, dry weather in Ballarat, the weekend of the 

event was cold, wet and windy.  With a nail-biting 

wait in Essendon for icy conditions to clear, the 

Gooney Bird was finally in the air and on its way 

to Ballarat, nearly an hour late. 

Joy flights on the DC-3 were sold out for both 

Saturday and Sunday afternoons, with several air 

force members and friends and family taking the 

opportunity. A tiger moth and trainer arrived from 

Lethbridge Airfield to complement the flying 

excitement. 

For this inaugural event, it was estimated there 

was in excess of 4000 attendees over the 2 days, as 

well as those who booked the return flights from 

Melbourne. 

As well as Council-organised events, 

entertainment and food/drink stations, most of the 

tenants at the airport took the opportunity to 

showcase their interest groups and associations. 

The Air Force Association Ballarat rents space in 

Hut 48 and provided a continuous loop video of 

the history of the airport as a Wireless Air Gunner 

Training School (1WAGS). Feature posters of 

historical 1WAGS personnel, including a tribute to 

Frederick Spafford of ñDam Bustersò fame and a 

banner were provided to the Airport Aviation 

Museum for display in that space, presaging the 

opportunity for greater co-ordination of the history 

of the airport. 

A theatre group, Legends of the Sky, provided two 

performances of the great 1934 air race on 

Saturday night and Sunday afternoon in Hut 48 

and Neil Leckie provided a service in the air force 

rooms to assist people to find the military history 

of their friends and relatives. 

The Engineers ran a caf® in Hut 48 and ran out of 

goodies on both days and the Rotary Club nearby 

kept a willing public supplied through their 

sausage sizzle. Many visitors were seen with 

books purchased from the Rotary Club. 

The museum experienced great interest from the 

Ballarat public, both at the weekend of the airport 

display and the following weekend marking the 

end of Heritage week. 

Visitors came from further afield: the Air Force 

Association Bendigo, Friends of the RAAF 

Museum Point Cook and pilots and planes from 

Lethbridge. 

One of the most impressive details was the 

determination of some to experience the DC-3 

flight.  Two nonagenarian members of the Air 

Force Association Ballarat experience flights. One 

friend of an association member was so 

enthusiastic, she managed to board the plane even 

with substantial mobility issues.  She later reported 

that it was an amazing highlight of her life and she 

would not have missed it for anything. 

Over page is a photographic tribute to the 

weekend. 
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The Arrival of the DC-3 
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Hut 48 Activities 

Shout out to Janet Bates who raised nearly $400 for the Air 

Force Association with sales of her colourful beanies 

Neil Leckie researching military history 

Veronica and Steve Carter in WWII period costume 

Mark Pilkington excelling with tape 
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Events in the hangars 
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Around the Airport Precinct 


