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Dear Colleagues, 

 

I hope everybody had a Happy Christmas and are keeping safe and well in 2021.   COVID19 
changed our lives in 2020 and will continue to do for the foreseeable future    Hopefully a 
successful roll-out of the vaccine/s in the next couple of months will enable us to resume 
some sort of normality in our daily lives. 

 

The Committee has made a tentative booking to hold our AGM and luncheon at the Brighton 
Beach Hotel (formerly known as Milano’s Tavern) on Saturday, 24th April 2021.   The 
Committee will meet on the Friday, 12th February 2021 to review the COVID19 situation and 
make a final decision on whether the AGM and luncheon will go ahead or we revert back to 
holding the AGM on BlueJeans, as we did last year.   The decision will be advised in the 
February Newsletter.  

 

I would like to thank all those people who provided their personal stories and those of their 
fathers in 2020.   If you have an interesting story or article that you would like to share with 
other members, please send it to me for inclusion in the Newsletter.    Most of the other 
stories that have appeared in our Newsletters have been taken from material complied from 
sources including the History and Heritage Branch – Air Force, the RAAF Museum, the 
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Australian War Memorial, ADF Serials and Peter Dunn.   In particular, I would like to thank 
WGCDR Ian Gibson for distributing and making this material available. 

 

 

 

The Royal Australian Air Force marks 100 years of service to the Australian people this 

year.  More information is available here: https://airforce2021.airforce.gov.au/  and a list of 

events is here: https://airforce2021.airforce.gov.au/events 

 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 

There are currently a number of members who have yet to pay their 2021 Membership 
Renewal Subscription which was due on 1st January 2021.    Payment is to be made directly 
to the Air Force Association Victoria as advised in the email or letter that you should have 
received in November 2020.   If you did not receive or have misplaced your Renewal Advice, 
please email Barbara Stallard on office@raafvic.org.au or phone (03) 9813 4600. 

 

   

1 DECEMBER 1952 - RAAF SCHOOL OF TECHNICAL TRAINING FORMED AT 
WAGGA 
    

The initial intake of 

engineer apprentices 

who marched into 

the Ground Training 

School at Forest Hill 

ten kilometres east 

of Wagga Wagga at 

the beginning of 1948 consisted of 

thirty-three young men (it was to be   RAAF Wagga 

https://airforce2021.airforce.gov.au/
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nearly forty years before females were accepted); later, another twenty arrived.  Those fifty-
three youths were the first to wear the light blue cap bands and triangular flashes on their 
sleeves which distinguished RAAF apprentices.   Before No. 1 Course graduated, the Ground 
Training School had been renamed the RAAF Technical College; on this day, the name changed 
again to the RAAF School of Technical Training (RSTT).     While the apprentice system became 
the flagship of RAAF ground staff training it never satisfied the total requirement.    The 
balance was made up by adult recruits aged between seventeen and thirty-four whom the 
RAAF enlisted in large numbers and educated in an enormously wide range of skills at a wide 
range of locations, the most important of which were the School of Technical Training at 
Forest Hill and the School of Radio at Ballarat (until 1961) and then Laverton.   The mid-
1960s marked the high point of ground staff training as the Air Force's re-equipment program 
and involvement in Malaya and Vietnam trebled the demand for technical staff.   By 1966 
there were some 1800 trainees of various musterings at Wagga.  
  

More here  - 'Going Solo: The Royal Australian Air Force 1946-1972', Alan Stephens, pp 

129-137:  https://fsb.raafansw.org.au/docPDF/HIST03-Going-Solo-The-Royal-Australian-Air-

Force-1946-1971.pdf 

 

A 2016 presentation on RAAFSTT is 

here:  https://www.defence.gov.au/DASP/Docs/AgencyConferenceDocumentation/CAC/201

6/12WGCDRChrisEllison(RAAFSTT)BuildingtheTechWorkforce.pdf 
 

 

2 DECEMBER 1998 - 'AIR FORCE BLUE' UNIFORM RE-INTRODUCED IN THE RAAF 
 

          Post 1972 ‘blue’          Post 1998 ‘blue’                

  

On this day, the Chief of Air Force Advisory Committee approved the introduction of a new-
look Service Dress uniform for RAAF personnel.   The change involved replacing the then 
current blue-grey coloured uniform (adopted in 1972) with a dark blue shade, now called ‘Air 
Force blue’. This was the same colour as the first RAAF uniform introduced into use early in 
1922.  The Service’s senior officer at that time, Wing Commander (later Air Marshal Sir) 
Richard Williams, recounted in his memoirs of having found the colour during a visit to the 
Commonwealth Woollen Mills at Geelong, Victoria, where he observed serge material being 
dipped into indigo dye to produce navy blue.  He liked the shade achieved one dip short of 

https://fsb.raafansw.org.au/docPDF/HIST03-Going-Solo-The-Royal-Australian-Air-Force-1946-1971.pdf
https://fsb.raafansw.org.au/docPDF/HIST03-Going-Solo-The-Royal-Australian-Air-Force-1946-1971.pdf
https://www.defence.gov.au/DASP/Docs/AgencyConferenceDocumentation/CAC/2016/12WGCDRChrisEllison(RAAFSTT)BuildingtheTechWorkforce.pdf
https://www.defence.gov.au/DASP/Docs/AgencyConferenceDocumentation/CAC/2016/12WGCDRChrisEllison(RAAFSTT)BuildingtheTechWorkforce.pdf
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the required five, and chose that shade for the RAAF. The re-introduction of Air Force blue 
returned the RAAF to the distinctive colour of the Service’s first 50 years.   
 

THE AFC POST-ARMISTICE 
 

After the 11 
November 1918 
Armistice it was 
generally believed 
that the Australian 
Corps would advance 
with the Fourth Army 
to the Rhine, but 
eventually that army 
did not cross the 
German frontier, and 

only the Second Army moved on to occupy the Cologne bridgehead.   The 3rd  Australian 
Squadron remained in Belgium near Charleroi with the Australian Corps.   The 4th Squadron 
was the only Australian unit in the British Army of Occupation, and that squadron entered 
Germany at 1145 on December 7th, spent some days at Euskirchen, and arrived at the 
Bickendorf aerodrome, Cologne, on December 14th.   The 2nd Squadron remained in the 
vicinity of Lille (Hellemmes) until demobilisation.   
 
By the end of November, the 3rd Squadron was running an aerial postal service between 
Fourth Army Headquarters at Naniur and Australian Corps Headquarters at Ham-sur-Heure 
(south of Charleroi), and from Australian Corps to the divisions in the Hallencourt area near 
Abbeville.  The two and a half months spent by the 4th Squadron at Cologne were 
uneventful.  Soon after its arrival it took over surrendered aeroplanes of all types from the 
German Air Force, and exhibited for the delectation of German pilots the flying qualities of 
the Snipe. 
 
By the end of February each of the three Australian squadrons had handed over its machines 
and stores, and was preparing to depart from the war theatre for Le Havre, England, and 
home.  March and April saw them on Salisbury Plain, and the members of all three squadrons 
embarked early in May on the transport Kaiser-i-Hind for Australia.   The 1st Squadron had 
sailed from Egypt by the Port Sydney on March 5th.   The disembarkation at Melbourne was 
a general leave-taking among members of the Australian Flying Corps, and the airmen’s 
sentiments have been fittingly expressed by one of them in a short account of the history of 
the 4th Squadron.  “Doubtless,” he writes, “many of them will meet again, not only in every 
town and city of Australia, but right throughout the crowded highways and the wide, lone 
places of the whole world.  Wherever two or more of them meet each other, one thing rests 
assured; their memories will go winging back to those happy times of splendid comradeship 
and strenuous endeavour among the pleasant fields of Britain, along the straight tree-
bordered roads and straggling villages of France, the wind-swept desolations of Belgium, and 
the final weeks with the Army of Occupation on the Rhine.” 
            
Source:  The Official History 
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3 DECEMBER 1960 - MASS CHANGEOVER AT BUTTERWORTH BASE 
 
On this day, the biggest changeover of personnel at RAAF Base Butterworth, Malaya, was 
begun when the 20,000 ton Dutch liner Johan Van Oldenbarnevelt sailed from Penang 
Harbour.   On board the ship were 569 Air Force personnel -- 27 officers and 196 other ranks, 

along with 346 dependent women and children -- 
and 52 cars.  The need for this mass movement 
arrangement had been identified 18 months earlier, 
when it was realised that over 700 personnel were 
due for return to Australia between October 1960 
and January 1961.   The ‘JVO’ had left Australia in 
the last week of November with 450 replacement 
personnel on board; on arrival, they went into 
hotels until the returnees vacated their homes and 
flats to embark.   On departure, as the ship reached 
about 100 miles south of Penang along the west 
Malayan coast, a formation of 16 Sabres and four 
Canberras from Butterworth flew a farewell salute.  

 
 
Postscript:   In 1962 the Johan van Oldenbarnevelt was sold to a Greek ship owner and was 
renamed the Lakonia and began cruising between Southampton and the Canary Islands, and 
it was on this route that she met her end. On 22 December she was destroyed by fire, with 
over 1,000 people on board.   The quick spreading blaze swept throughout the ship causing 
the deaths of 128 personnel, the remainder taking to the life boats.   One week later, whilst 
being towed by the Norwegian salvage tug Herkulus, she sank to her grave on the floor of the 
Atlantic Ocean, about 250 miles west of Gibraltar. 
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3 DECEMBER 2010 - F-111 RETIRED 
 

 

 
 

On this day, the RAAF’s fleet of General Dynamics F-111 bombers was retired after 37 years 
as the mainstay of Australia’s long-range strike capability.   The occasion was commemorated 
by two days of special activities conducted at, and from, RAAF Base Amberley, Queensland, 
which had been the home of the F-111 from the time that the first aircraft, A8-125, touched 
down in 1973.  The 
original purchase of 24 
aircraft had been 
augmented over the years 
by acquisition of attrition 
spares, and a total of 18 
airframes were still 
operating in 2009 when 
the process of retirement 
commenced.   On the last 
day, a six-ship formation 
took off to overfly 
Brisbane and the Gold 
Coast before returning to 
mount a display over Amberley, while a solo aircraft performed a ‘dump and burn’ 
routine.   Fittingly, in marking an end of an era, the last F-111 to touch down was A8-125.  

 

 

More on the ‘Pig’ is here: 

https://www.airforce.gov.au/sites/default/files/minisite/static/7522/RAAFmuseum/research/ai

rcraft/series3/A8.htm 

 

 
 

https://www.airforce.gov.au/sites/default/files/minisite/static/7522/RAAFmuseum/research/aircraft/series3/A8.htm
https://www.airforce.gov.au/sites/default/files/minisite/static/7522/RAAFmuseum/research/aircraft/series3/A8.htm
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7 DECEMBER 1941 - 2SQN HUDSON DETACHMENT SENT TO KUPANG 
    

  

No 2 Squadron was re-formed at Laverton in Victoria on 3 May 1937.  At the 
outbreak of WW II, the squadron searched for enemy vessels in Australian 
waters using Anson aircraft.  On 5 December 1941 the first part of the 
squadron moved to Darwin, followed two days later by the rest of the 
squadron.   On this day, 'A' Flight of No 2 Squadron (four Hudsons) deployed 
forward to Koepang (Kupang), Timor, in the belief that war with Japan was 

imminent.  The following 
day, the squadron saw its 
first combat, when 'A' Flight 
attacked and damaged a 
Japanese W/T ship, the 
Nanyo Maru.  The ship was 
damaged and ran aground; 
her crew abandoned ship 
and were interned.   On 10 
December the remainder of 
the squadron moved to 
Kupang.  
  

 

 
 
9 DECEMBER 1992 - ‘SOUTHERN SERVICE’ COURIER ENDED LAVERTON RUN  
  

After 33 years of scheduled 
flights by RAAF C-130 transports 
carrying Defence personnel, 
families and cargo to Melbourne, 
the last 'Southern Service' to 
RAAF Base Laverton, Victoria, 
was flown on this day.   On arrival 
from Richmond, the C-130H 
Hercules piloted by Squadron 
Leader Greg Evans, the 
Operations Flight Commander of 
No 36 Squadron, was marshalled 
into the transit area by a figure 
dressed as Santa Claus.   As the 

aircraft taxied out to take off again for RAAF Base Fairbairn in Canberra, two fire tenders 
sprayed it with plumes of water, and personnel from Air Movements Section were standing 
beside the runway to toast its departure. Under the Defence Department’s Commercial 
Support Program, all later Southern Services were operated into Melbourne’s Tullamarine 
airport, with ground handling carried out by a civilian contractor. 
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10 DECEMBER 1938 - FIRST LOCKHEED HUDSON FLEW  
  

    

                                                                       Temora Aviation Museum Hudson  

 

The Lockheed Hudson general reconnaissance bomber first flew on this day.   Later that 
month, the Hudson was ordered for the RAAF and the first aircraft, A16-1, was received at 
No 2 Aircraft Depot on 9 February 1940, and the last, A16-247, on 20 May 1942.    By August 
1940, Hudsons of Nos 1 and 8 Squadrons had deployed to Malaya and these aircraft made 
the first RAAF retaliative missions against the Japanese on 8 December 1941.   Hudsons 
continued to strike back during the following months of adversity and wreaked tremendous 
damage on enemy ships and landing forces.   In the Pacific theatre, Hudsons served with 
Nos 1, 2, 6, 7, 8, 13, 14, 23, 24, 25, 32 and 38 Squadrons, while RAF-serialled Hudsons 
operated with No 459 Squadron in the Middle East.   With the introduction of Beauforts, the 
Hudsons were gradually relegated to communication and training duties.   Hudsons were 
phased out of the RAAF by 1949, but as late as 1963 various Hudsons had been operated by 
a variety of civilian companies for airline and survey work.  
  

12 DECEMBER 1953 - RAAF VETERANS' RESIDENCES TRUST ESTABLISHED 

On this day, the RAAF Veterans' 
Residences Trust was established 
by Commonwealth Act for the purpose 
of providing accommodation for 
former members of the Air Force and 
their families who were in necessitous 
circumstances.    Funding was obtained 
from the proceeds of sales of captured 
enemy merchant ships and cargo; in 
December 1945 the United Kingdom 

Government announced that prize 
money -- which had traditionally been granted to the Navy -- would again be granted but that 
a proportion of the proceeds would also be allocated for the benefit of Air Force 
personnel.   The government also announced that this was to be the last occasion on which 
prize moneys would be paid.    Of the total amount allocated to Australia, £249,000 
($498,000) was allocated to the RAN and £229,000 ($458,000) to the RAAF.  Over the years, 
the original prize money has been invested and applied to obtain 76 residences throughout 

                     Residences at Sandringham, Victoria 
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Australia, located in Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide and Hobart.   The residences 
generally comprise a one or two-bedroom unfurnished but self-contained unit.  The Trustees 
meet about four times each year, generally around March, June, September and 
December.   The Trust prepares an annual report to Parliament and this is despatched to the 
Minister, currently the Minister assisting the Minister for Defence, before 15 October. 

 

 More here, including 10SQN's capture of the German vessel MV Rostock, is here 

(p77):   https://www.raafapublications.org.au/wings/archives/pdfDocs/Wings_Autum

n_2015.pdf 

 

Current information on the Trust is available 

here:  https://www.airforce.gov.au/our-people/careers/veterans  

 

The 2019/2020 Annual Report is available here: 

https://www.airforce.gov.au/sites/default/files/rvrt-a-2020-08-

_annual_report_final_draft-print_-_24_sep_20.pdf 

 

13 DECEMBER 1924 - FIRST RAAF AIR SHOW HELD IN MELBOURNE  

On this day, the first air show organised by the RAAF, on instructions from the Minister for 
Defence, was held at the Flemington Racecourse 
in Melbourne for a paying crowd of 7,000 people 
(and many more who watched from outside the 
ground).   All the Air Force’s current types, except 
the Fairey IIID seaplane, were involved in displays 
of landing in confined areas, picking up and 
dropping messages, low-level bombing, 
formation flying, air drill, mock air combat, 
ammunition dropping, aerobatics and races.   The 
program went as planned, except for the crash of 
a D.H.9 at the conclusion of the aerial combat 
display.   The real drama had already occurred 
three days earlier, when 20 aircraft flew from 
Point Cook to rehearse the show.   Three D.H.9s 
and an Avro 504 were damaged in landing 
mishaps, with the Avro destroying a section of 
railing and ending up on the steeplechase course.  
 

 

 

 

More on the Pageant 

here:  http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/2080035  and press reporting on the 

previous mishaps here (‘An Aerial 

Sensation’):  http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/2417658 

https://www.raafapublications.org.au/wings/archives/pdfDocs/Wings_Autumn_2015.pdf
https://www.raafapublications.org.au/wings/archives/pdfDocs/Wings_Autumn_2015.pdf
https://www.airforce.gov.au/our-people/careers/veterans
https://www.airforce.gov.au/sites/default/files/rvrt-a-2020-08-_annual_report_final_draft-print_-_24_sep_20.pdf
https://www.airforce.gov.au/sites/default/files/rvrt-a-2020-08-_annual_report_final_draft-print_-_24_sep_20.pdf
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/2080035
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/page/2417658
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20 DECEMBER 1972 - LAST HERCULES FLIGHTS FROM VIETNAM RETURN TO 
RICHMOND 
  

 
  

On this day, the last Hercules flights bringing Australian troops home from Vietnam landed at 
RAAF Richmond.   This marked the end of an Australian strategic airlift -- which 
included chartered QANTAS and other domestic aircraft -- which supported the Army, RAN 
and RAAF as well as Australian civil aid projects and the NZ Army.    Nos 36 and 37 
Squadrons also flew home more than 3,000 sick and wounded servicemen.  The first Hercules 
missions to Vietnam supported the deployment of the RAAF Caribou Flight to Vung Tau in 
1964 and later airlifts were undertaken when combat forces were deployed (1st Battalion, 
Royal Australian Regiment) to Bien Hoa. 
  

 
20 DECEMBER 2001 - RAAF LOGO STANDARDISED 

 

 
  

On this day, the Chief of Air Force, Air Marshal Angus Houston AO AFC, formally standardised 
the RAAF's public 'signature' logo format -– a combination of the RAAF Roundel as the 'O' 
within the customised logo and the text of Air Force in the Air Force blue colour.  This logotype 
format is akin to a handwritten signature or signature block and is commonly referred to as 
the public face of the RAAF, as the RAAF Roundel is recognised worldwide as Australian, and 
within the wording 'Air Force' is readily recognisable on a variety of general promotional 
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material, publications and displays.   Copyright restrictions apply to the use of any RAAF logo 
and they are protected nationally and internationally by the Defence Act 1903, Trade Marks 
Act 1995 and the Chester Herald Act 1939. 
 

25 DECEMBER 1974 - FIRST RELIEF FOR DARWIN AFTER CYCLONE TRACY 

   
                                                Damage at RAAF Base Darwin  

After Australia’s northern gateway of Darwin was devastated by Cyclone Tracy on Christmas 
Eve of 1974, the RAAF led the effort to go to the city’s relief.   Although the RAAF Base had 
not been spared in the destruction, as soon as the storm abated its personnel immediately 
set to work on this day clearing debris from runways to allow limited operations to be 
restored.   The first aircraft to use the airfield was a RAAF Dakota which had been flown south 
the previous day to escape the cyclone. Meanwhile, a C-130 Hercules configured for medical 
evacuation had been dispatched from Richmond, NSW, during the mid-afternoon.   After 
diverting to Mount Isa, Queensland, to collect an official party that had got that far by RAAF 
BAC-111, the flight reached Darwin at 2200 and landed on the runway marked only by flares 
‘under extremely marginal conditions using the aircraft’s radar’.  

 

 28 DECEMBER 1974 - C-130 SET PASSENGER RECORD  
 

On this day, a C-130A Hercules (A97-210) from No 36 Squadron, flown by Flight Lieutenant 
John Pickett, set a new record when it departed Darwin for Adelaide with 179 passengers on 
board, many of them children, during the evacuation necessitated by Cyclone Tracy.    Shortly 

after becoming airborne the 
aircraft’s radar failed, 
causing it to fly into a 
thunderstorm.   The 
extreme turbulence inside 
the storm caused the 
passengers so much stress 
and airsickness that one 
passenger suffered a heart 
attack.   After struggling to 
keep the aircraft right way 
up until clear of the storm, 
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the captain decided to return to Darwin to get treatment for the heart attack victim.   When 
the aircraft departed the next day with a serviceable radar, most of the passengers had 
already been evacuated on other flights.   In Vietnam three months later, a RAAF C-130 
reportedly carried 240 passengers – but this was only an estimate and never documented.   
 

 

31 DECEMBER 1995 - END OF ANOTHER ERA 
   

"It is with deep regret that we remember the passing of LAC BLOGGS, professional RAAF 
Motor Transport Driver (MTD).  LAC 
BLOGGS (MTD) joined the RAAF in 
1921 and served with distinction and 
pride until the 31st December 1995 
when cruelly taken from us by a 
bureaucratic decision.  LAC 
BLOGGS (MTD) served in all ranks 
and positions of the known mustering 
up to and including WOFF MTD2, and 
in all areas required by the RAAF 
including those of deadly 
conflict.    LAC BLOGGS (MTD) 
served in many guises and some 
paid the supreme sacrifice with both 
honour and dignity.   LAC  
BLOGGS (MTD) is survived by many 
close relatives still serving in most, if 
not all, musterings of the RAAF with the same family pride and distinction.   Although the 
RAAF, and possibly Australia in general, may forget you in time we will endeavour to ensure 

that your deeds remain known as long as possible.    LAC BLOGGS (MTD) was laid to rest, in 
spirit if not in body, at RAAF Point Cook, the birthplace of all RAAF Professional Transport 
Drivers and the RAAF as a whole.   Rest in peace LAC BLOGGS (MTD), it's time to park your rig 
for the last time.   Lest we forget your deeds and proud history".  

 

More unofficial material is here:  http://www.ermtda.com/ 

 

http://www.ermtda.com/
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2 JANUARY 1919 - AUSTRALIAN FLYING CORPS KEEN TO RETURN FROM 
EUROPE AS A UNIT 

According to The Dubbo Liberal and Macquarie Advocate press reporting of this day, a London 
report stated that 
‘the officers and men 
of the Australian 
Flying Corps strongly 
support the 
suggestion that they 
return as early as 
possible as a 
unit.  The question is 
held up for decision 
in Melbourne.  The 
Corps feels that if a 
return was made 

piecemeal and the men scattered all over the Commonwealth, it would be impossible to 
reform the squadrons and preserve its magnificent traditions.  The Corps would be headed 
by 60 decorated men. The full equipment of the eight squadrons is valued at £760,000.' 

 

2 JANUARY 2011 - DEATH OF LEGENDARY FORMER WAGGA WARRANT 
OFFICER DISCIPLINARY 
  

 On this day, former Warrant Officer Disciplinary (WOD) Patrick William Arthur 'Dexter' 
Dutton died aged 95.   After serving in the Army in WW II and subsequent service with the 
British Commonwealth Occupation 
Force (BCOF) in Japan, 'Dexter' joined 
the RAAF in 1949 and began what was to 
be an outstanding career.  Highlights 
included the recruit training of the first 
intake of Air Force National Servicemen; 
training the newly formed RAAF Central 
Band; the Flight Sergeant drill instructor 
at the RAAF Academy -- where he was 
involved in preparing the RAAF Manual 
of Drill -- and then as WOD at RAAF Base 
Wagga.   Retiring from the Air Force 
on 22 April 1968, he was ceremonially chaired-off the base at Wagga before joining 
the NSW Public Service, working for the State Housing Commission, where he served for ten 
years. 
 

Some reflections are here: https://sites.google.com/site/swampyreflects/contact-us-

2/dexter-dutton 

https://sites.google.com/site/swampyreflects/contact-us-2/dexter-dutton
https://sites.google.com/site/swampyreflects/contact-us-2/dexter-dutton
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11 JANUARY 1946 - 13SQN DISBANDED  

  

Following No 13 Squadron's withdrawal 
back to the NT in January 1942 (see 
December 7), the unit moved to Hughes 
Airfield and conducted daily attacks against 
enemy positions on Timor and surrounding 
islands.   The squadron's Hudsons were 
then handed to No 2 Squadron in April 1943 
before the unit moved to Canberra to be re-
equipped with Lockheed Ventura 
aircraft.    For its outstanding performance 
of duty in action in North Western Australia 

during the period 13 April - 25 August 1942, No 13 Squadron was awarded an American 
Presidential Distinguished Unit Citation for extraordinary heroism.   Deploying briefly to 
Cooktown in late May 1944, the squadron then moved to Gove,  
 

NT where it conducted anti-submarine and shipping escort duties.   In May 1945 the unit was 
ordered to Labuan and an advance party left by sea and arrived on 15 May to set up 
camp.   Operations commenced from Labuan on August 1945; supply dropping to ground 
forces and evacuation of POWs were the main tasks.  The squadron disbanded at Labuan on 
this day.   On 1 July 1989, No 13 (City of Darwin) Squadron was reformed as an Active Reserve 
Squadron.  
  

       Bogged 13SQN Hudson, Bathurst Island, c 1941 
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12 JANUARY 1942 - TRAGIC LOSSES IN NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES 
(INDONESIA) RAID 
  

                Japanese 'Babs' fighter                                                 Japanese 'Zero' fighter 

        

At dawn on this day, five Hudson bombers from Nos 2 and 13 Squadrons took off from 
Namlea, Pulau Buru, in the Netherlands East Indies 
(NEI; now Indonesia) to attack Japanese shipping 
off the northern end of Celebes (now 
Sulawesi).   The aim was to repeat the success of 
raids the day before, when significant damage was 
inflicted on enemy forces without loss on the RAAF 
side.   This time, however, the attackers were met 
as they approached the east coast of Celebes by no 
fewer than 24 ‘Zero’ and ‘Babs’ fighters.  Within 10 
minutes after first contact at about 0810, four of 
the Hudsons had been shot down.  All but one of 
the 16 airmen in these machines were killed.  To 
commemorate the tragic episode, Allied authorities 
decided to name five new airfields in the Northern 
Territory after the captains of the five Hudsons; 
Flight Lieutenants Sattler and Barton (No 13 
Squadron) and Flight Lieutenant Hodge and Flying 
Officer Gorrie (No 2 Squadron).   In the event, only 
Sattler, Gorrie (after South Australian Peter Gorrie) 
and Hodge were ever built.   
 

 

 

More in the Official History here (pp 307-308):   https://s3-ap-southeast-

2.amazonaws.com/awm-media/collection/RCDIG1070486/document/5519769.PDF 

here: http://www.historyofwar.org/air/units/RAAF/2_wwII.html 

 

here: http://pigott-gorrie.blogspot.com.au/2009/04/in-memoriam-12-jan-1942-fo-

peter-c.html and here:  https://vwma.org.au/explore/memorials/1695 

https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/awm-media/collection/RCDIG1070486/document/5519769.PDF
https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/awm-media/collection/RCDIG1070486/document/5519769.PDF
http://www.historyofwar.org/air/units/RAAF/2_wwII.html
http://pigott-gorrie.blogspot.com.au/2009/04/in-memoriam-12-jan-1942-fo-peter-c.html
http://pigott-gorrie.blogspot.com.au/2009/04/in-memoriam-12-jan-1942-fo-peter-c.html
https://vwma.org.au/explore/memorials/1695
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15 JANUARY 1975 - RAAF ACCEPTED FIRST CT4A AIRTRAINER  
                       

Nicknamed the "Plastic 
Parrot" in RAAF 
service because of its 
lightweight construction 
(when compared to the 
aircraft it replaced, the 
Winjeel) and its green-and-
yellow colour scheme, 
the first CT4A aircraft -
- A19-027 with NZ ferry 
registration ZK-DZP -- was 
officially accepted by the 
RAAF at Bankstown on this 
day.   The New Zealand CT-
4A Airtrainer can trace its 

ancestry from the Australian Victa Airtourer, designed by Henry Millicer in the 1950s.  The 
Millicer Airtourer first flew on 31 March 1959, and the production rights were then purchased 
by Victa Consolidated Industries.   The Victa Airtourer VH-MVA first flew on 12 December 
1961, and this was developed into the 115 hp Lycoming version which flew in September 
1962.   Victa produced 172 Airtourers up to the end of 1966. When the company was unable 
to obtain either a government subsidy or tariff protection against foreign competition, the 
complete project was sold to Aero Engine Services Ltd (AESL) of Hamilton, New 
Zealand.   CT4A commenced service as a basic training aircraft at No 1 Flying Training School 
(FTS) at Point Cook in late 1975.  In addition to service at 1FTS, the CT4A was also operated 
by the Aircraft Research 
and Development Unit 
(ARDU) at Edinburgh in 
SA and the Central Flying 
School (CFS) at East Sale 
for training RAAF flying 
instructors.   The 
retirement of the CT4A 
from service in 1993 also 
meant the end of military 
flying training at Point 
Cook, an activity which 
had continued unbroken 
since 1914 

More:   https://www.airforce.gov.au/sites/default/files/minisite/static/7522/RAAFmuseum/re

search/aircraft/series3/A19.htm 

 

 

https://www.airforce.gov.au/sites/default/files/minisite/static/7522/RAAFmuseum/research/aircraft/series3/A19.htm
https://www.airforce.gov.au/sites/default/files/minisite/static/7522/RAAFmuseum/research/aircraft/series3/A19.htm
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16 JANUARY 1961 - RAAF PROVOST UNIT FORMED 
    

 The Provost Service within the RAAF began in 1930 when service police were first established 
for unit duties; however, WW II found the RAAF totally unprepared for 
its provost requirements.  The first Provost Marshal and Assistant 
Provost Marshal were appointed towards the end of 1940, but it was not 
until 6 April 1942 that the RAAF 
Service Police Unit was properly 
established and organised.  The 
headquarters of the Service 
Police Unit was formed in 
Melbourne with detachments in 

each State and overseas.  Specialist sections were 
formed -- the Special Investigations Branch, to handle 
serious crime; the Port Detachment to prevent large-
scale desertions; mobile patrols for traffic duty; street 
patrols to ensure good conduct by the troops in the streets; and the Compassionate Section 
to handle all matters within this field.  In November 1942, members of the Women's Auxiliary 
Air Force (WAAAF) WAAAF were enlisted as service policewomen.   On this day, the service 
was reorganised as the RAAF Provost Unit with Sections in each State (except Tasmania) and 
North and South Sections in Queensland, all reporting to Headquarters in 
Melbourne.  Commanding Officers of the Provost Detachment Units were known as Assistant 
Provost Marshals.        

 An unofficial 1930-1981 history is 

here:  http://home.iprimus.com.au/buckomp/RAAFPoliceHistory.htm     

A July 2013 Air Force News Security Police update is here 

(p3):  http://www.defence.gov.au/Publications/NewsPapers/Raaf/editions/5513/5513.pdf    

30 JANUARY 1951 - WRAAF RECRUITS COMMENCED TRAINING 

   
First WRAAF officers meet 
Minister for Air, T.W. 
White (left), and CAS, Air 
Marshal George Jones, 
December 1950 

 

The Women’s Auxiliary 
Australian Air Force which 
functioned during World 
War II was disbanded in 
December 1947, but in 
July 1950 the re-
formation of women’s 

http://home.iprimus.com.au/buckomp/RAAFPoliceHistory.htm
http://www.defence.gov.au/Publications/NewsPapers/Raaf/editions/5513/5513.pdf
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services in Army, Navy and Air Force was approved, in 
principle, by Cabinet. This time, the RAAF’s women’s 
service would no longer be an ‘auxiliary’ but a branch of 
the Permanent Air Force.   By the time the Minister for 
Air, Thomas White, announced in November that the 
new Service would be known as the Women’s Royal 
Australian Air Force (WRAAF), more than 2000 
applications had been received.   The first two officers 
were appointed on 27 November and, next month, 
applicants underwent screening at Laverton air base, 
Victoria.   But this day came to be accepted as the official 
birthday of the WRAAF, being the date that the first 50 
trainees commenced recruit training in two separate 
courses conducted at Laverton and Richmond, New 
South Wales.  
  

             

More here:   http://www.wraaf.org.au/History.html 

 

MEMBERSHIP  

Membership of No 2 Squadron Branch (Air Force Association Victorian) is open to all serving 
and former members of No 2 Squadron, all serving and former Air Force members, their 

dependants and all adults who have an aviation interest and support the aims and objects 

of the Air Force Association.   Application forms can be downloaded directly from the Air 
Force Association Victoria website: 

  https://afavic.org.au/index.php?action=join 

 

 Warm Regards and Stay Safe, 
 
 

Walter Sherman 
Walter Sherman 
President 
No 2 Squadron Branch (Air Force Association Victoria) 
https://afavic.org.au/content/762/branch-2-squadron 
 
31st January 2021 
 

 
 

2SQN RAAF Honours 

 

Presidential Citation WW2  

 

Unit Citation, Vietnam  

 

Air Force Outstanding Unit Award, Vietnam  

http://www.wraaf.org.au/History.html
https://afavic.org.au/index.php?action=join
https://afavic.org.au/content/762/branch-2-squadron
http://www.2sqnraafassoc.org.au/citations.html#1
http://www.2sqnraafassoc.org.au/citations.html#2
http://www.2sqnraafassoc.org.au/citations.html#3
http://www.2sqnraafassoc.org.au/citations.html#1
http://www.2sqnraafassoc.org.au/citations.html#2
http://www.2sqnraafassoc.org.au/citations.html#3

