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MAGPIE 91 COMMEMORATION – 3rd NOVEMBER 2020 

A Commemorative Service was held at the National Vietnam Veterans Museum, marking the 
50th Anniversary of the loss in Vietnam of FLGOFF Michael Herbert and PLTOFF Robert Carver 
and Canberra A84-231, callsign Magpie 91.   Unfortunately, due to operational reasons, a 
planned flypast by the Roulettes was cancelled. 

 

 

mailto:sherman2016@bigpond.com
mailto:jaellio@gmail.com
mailto:geehen@optusnet.com.au


- 2 - 
 

Only regional Victorian members were able to attend the 
Service because of the COVID19 restrictions in place at the time.    
Notwithstanding, for those who were able to attend, it was a 
solemn and moving event.   Carl Schiller spoke on behalf of the 
Air Force Association and No 2 Squadron.   

 

A Last Post ceremony was held for PLTOFF Robert Carver at the Australian War Memorial on 
Monday, 2nd November 2020.  
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FLYING OFFICER WILLIAM (BILL) JAMES WOODBURN 419242 

NAVIGATOR 

Bill joined the No 2 Squadron Association in early 2017 and was to attend our annual 

luncheon on 23rd April 2017.   Unfortunately, Bill passed away that morning.  His son, James 

Woodburn, has written a moving tribute to his father’s wartime service with No 2 Squadron 

and No 1 Communications Unit 

WILLIAM (BILL) JAMES WOODBURN’S (1923 – 2017) 

Bill Woodburn was born in Ballarat on 15 th January 1923. He was brought up with his older 
brother, John, and was schooled at Dunkeld State School, 
Hamilton College and The Geelong College (1940/41).   He 
enlisted into the services on 17th July 1942 when he was just 
19 years old and six months out of School.  
 
His initial training in the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) 
was at Somers, where he finished as a “dependable and 
very satisfactory student.”   He then went to Canberra, from 
where he was posted to Darwin on 22nd December 1943 to 
join No 2 Squadron, as a Navigator, to fly in Beauforts with 
Flight Sgt Peter Hocking. He suffered extreme air sickness 
but never let it get in the way of his duties.  
  

His successful operational flights from Darwin were from 23rd December 1943 till 10th October 
1944.   Once back at Essendon, he was in a crew transporting the Governor-General at the 
time, all over the country. He also got a mate to teach him to pilot while there. He was with 
No 1 Communications Unit till 18th January 1946 before discharging as a Flying Officer.   As a 
result of his RAAF service, he qualified for the awards of the 1939-45 Star, Pacific Star, War 
Medal 1939-45, Australian Services Medal 1939-45 and Returned from Active Service Badge. 
 
He met his wife Bettina through a mutual friend who worked with her in Melbourne.   Bill and 
Betti fell in love and became engaged on Caulfield Cup day 1945. They married on 1 June 1946 
in Caulfield and lived with Betti’s mother, Grandma Bromley.   During the summer of his first 
year at Melbourne University, studying at the Faculty of Architecture as a “post-war student”, 
he and Betti built a mud-brick house at Montmorency, which they subsequently extended. 
  
Twin girls were born prematurely on 23rdJune 1951, and whilst Robyn survived; unfortunately, 
Brownell passed away ten days later.   Bill suffered a significant loss.    Other children followed 
-  James, 1st December 1952, Rosamund, 13th June 1956, and Lynette, 30th March 1961. 
 
Bill entered an Architectural design competition (Haddon Scholarship) and won a trip to 
England in 1954.    Robyn and Jamie stayed at home in Montmorency with Grandma Bromley 
and a “Nanny”.   During the early 1960s, Bill and Betti purchased a block at Ocean Grove and 
built a modern “A” frame house in order to facilitate visits to their children at boarding schools 
in Geelong.   Bill enjoyed trips to Europe with Betti, sight-seeing, and later for Betti’s athletic 
pursuits.      
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Bill worked as an Architect at Bates Smart and McCutcheon, then at Tompkins, Shaw and 
Evans, where he became a Director, and eventually retired, aged 80.    Following his 
retirement, Bill and Bettie moved to a retirement village in Williamstown, by the Bay, where 
he particularly enjoyed cycling with Betti along the nearby bike paths.   After Bill suffered a 
stroke in 2012, they moved to the Kew Gardens Nursing Home in Kew.   Betti died in 2015, 
and Bill had to readjust.  He developed friendships with fellow residents at Kew Gardens and 
received wonderful support from the staff there. 
 
In 2016, while out with Jamie, Bill fell off a seat at his favourite drinking hole, Bar 115, in Kew 
and broke his hip.   He underwent a successful hip replacement operation; however, he could 
not undertake rehabilitation due to post-operative complications and advancing memory 
loss.   Ongoing infections and general health problems led to several hospital visits.   He would 
usually recover quickly and return to Kew Gardens, though each time a little further 
weakened.  His final hospital visit occurred in April 2017.   He was discharged on Thursday, 
20th April, clearly not recovered. 
  
A sad decline occurred during the next few days, as the family gathered 
and conducted a vigil, all together, early on the Sunday morning when Bill 
passed, aged 94, on 23rd April 2017.    Bill loved hearing his second 
daughter, Ros play the guitar on her visits to him in the last few months of 
his life and, she played again for him on the day before he died.  

Bill’s ashes are buried in the family plot in Dunkeld cemetery. Just as he 
wished, he lies peacefully in a beautiful spot at the foot of the Grampians. 

 JOURNEY TO REALITY 

(A recollection by Bill Woodburn of events a long time ago. 8th Nov. 2004) 

A landing at 1640 hours at Hughes Field airstrip in the 
Northern Territory on the 23rd December 1943 to join 2 
Squadron RAAF was the beginning of the final phase of 
this journey for four nineteen-year-olds who then had 
no idea of what lay ahead in spite of the earlier many 
months of training and experience which we had 
already been through. 

The four were:  

Sergeant Brian (Peter) Mitchell Hocking -- pilot 

Sergeant William James Woodburn — navigator 

Sergeant Jack Purcell — wireless op./gunner 

Sergeant Chris Pierce — wireless op./gunner   

This small group of boys was thrown together in the 
totally random distribution of names in the allocation 
of aircrews at the RAAF No.1 Operational Training Unit 
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at East Sale at the end of August 1943. It was a significant event which controlled our lives 
from the 7th September 1943 until our last flight together on the  27'th September 1944. Our 
survival of that O.T.U. course, during which twenty-seven of our fellow trainees were killed in 
unexplained crashes of the Bristol Beauforts we were flying, certainly had its influence on our 
attitude to the journey upon which we had embarked and sharpened our focus on the tasks 
ahead. On this journey the application of skills and total concentration remained the essence 
of survival. We didn’t know until much later how important those qualities would become. Our 
Beauforts from 13 Squadron, then based at Fairbairn in Canberra, were flown to Darwin to 
replace the tried and true Lockheed Hudsons which had escaped from Singapore a year earlier 
and were by now just simply worn out. Our aircraft were modified by the fitting of long-range 
fuel tanks to cope with the target requirements of the squadron and we then spent more than 
four months carrying out the “search and report“ patterns established by the Hudsons. 

Then our world changed dramatically! Early in May 1944 the squadron took delivery of the 
first of twenty-four North American 325 (Mitchell) aircraft which were by then recognized as 
the most effective low level attack medium bomber aircraft operating in the Southwest Pacific 
war zone. They were indeed a force of no mean power with a crew of six, a 2000Ib. bombload, 
two 1800 horsepower Wright Cyclone fourteen-cylinder twin —row radial engines and 
capable of firing fourteen 0.5in. Browning machine guns forward during low level attack 
operations. This transformation brought with it the understandable reaction from our RAAF 
Air Board (all part of the 
strategy} with the appointment 
of a new Commanding Officer. 
He was none other than the 
much admired Wing 
Commander David W.l. 
Campbell DFC and bar who had 
been flying Hudsons with 100 
Squadron in New Guinea and 
had a reputation as an attacking 
operator! Our changing world 
rapidly got into gear. The 
original crew of four suddenly 
became six by the addition of 
two nineteen-year-old boys who 
found it a bit daunting joining in 
with a group of twenty year olds 
who’d been there for six months 
and had forgotten that they 
were ever nineteen!  

The two were: 

Sergeant Geoff Briggs - second 
pilot 

Sergeant Daryl Young — air 
gunner 



- 6 - 
 

And of course they fitted into their respective seats and quickly became part of a well-balanced 
group gaining in expertise (and some justifiable notoriety too!) By the end of the first week in 
June when the conversion process to the new aircraft type was completed and Sqdrn. Ldr. Joe 
Lee was in temporary command pending Campbell’s arrival the order changed from “search 
and report” to “search and destroy” to capitalize on the potential of the Mitchells. So the risks 
increased but the results were quite significantly better. Before the end of the month Campbell 
had arrived and had begun to crank up the tempo still more and we could feel that he was 
relishing the opportunity to hammer back at the people who very nearly got him some months 
earlier on an eventful trip back from Bouganville to Moresby in a Hudson not able to defend 
itself. He did manage to get it back and later wrote a graphic and widely published short story 
recording the episode. (“Recce to Bouganville") 

 

The Squadron became focused on the “attack” mode and the C.O. arranged things 
accordingly. Our logbooks became a succession of “strike, strike, strike“ entries and the crews 
became more and more effective in those operations though not without disturbing losses 
along the way. At this time the Japanese had complete control and possession of all of the 
island territories within four hours flying time of the RAAF, RAF, USAF and NEI squadrons based 
in our North Western Area and the necessity for the continual material supply of those 
territories required the movement of shipping of all shapes and sizes throughout the occupied 
area. One of our specific tasks was to harass that shipping relentlessly and also to strike as 
many of their airstrips as possible to reduce their availability as alternative supply routes. The 
only practical procedure was, of course, to get out there, search and destroy. On the morning 
of the 19th July 1944 our operations room received reports that a 1500 ton Japanese supply 
ship was moving east along the north coast of Timor and was expected to arrive at the capital 
Dili during the afternoon. We can imagine Campbell’s reaction to this one! He would have 
immediately set the wheels in motion to ready a section (three aircraft) of his most 
experienced strike crews to deal with the problem. 

 

The 325’s were captained by: 

Flight Lieutenant Joe Simpson 

Flying Officer Avery 

Flight Sergeant Peter (Brian) Hocking 

 

Take-off was timed to bring us on target just before dusk and each aircraft carried four 500lb. 
delayed action (8 seconds) high explosive bombs and a full supply of ammunition (including 
red tracer). Weather conditions were forecast good from Hughes Field to target and return. 
The flight plan was to cross the Timor Sea at very low level to avoid early radar detection, 
maintain visual contact in loose formation, climb to cross the 9000 ft. mountains well west of 
our direct track to Dili then dive down to the coast and to approach from the west, down-sun 
but a few miles off-shore. (yes, all of our navigation was in nautical units or knots and nautical 
miles!) The approach worked! There was our target moored at the wharf but at least a mile 
ahead, along a narrow harbour with anti-aircraft installations on both sides. Going there 
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seemed not a good idea at all! Joe Simpson as Section leader led the first attack run with us 
on his port side trying to divert or silence some of the ack-ack but Joe’s run was ineffective for 
reasons which we have never known. Avery was carrying out a diversion on Joe’s starboard 
side. So we went round again in a wide and low right hand circuit to try another similar 
approach up the harbour with the Hocking aircraft making the attack and Avery close on our 
port side helping to divert some ack-ack. Our squadron Mitchells had been modified to provide 
pilot control over very low-level bomb-release so that l as navigator in my “glass-house" right 
in the nose was free to use my own free-swiveling .5in. Browning to try to contribute some 
discouragement to fire from dead ahead. 

 

Avery was there to port firing ahead and to beam and would certainly have quietened a few 
defenders on the run in. 

My own clear memory of the approach is saturated by the facts that we were so close to the 
water, that the target was rushing towards us at enormous speed and that the moment of 
passing over the ship from stem to bow became mentally frozen with a clear image of a 
navigation light mounted on the top of one of the masts! Maybe that was why my log-book 
entry made next day noted that the attack was carried out at “mast height”! Peter Hocking’s 
bomb release was perfect and we believe that the observed results indicate that there were 
probably three direct hits from the stick of four bombs. As we climbed away to starboard Geoff 
Briggs was treated to a grandstand view of the whole ship exploding and Daryl Young in his 
tail turret would have watched every moment of the drama. Mission accomplished! But some 
of our troubles had only just begun because during the bombing run we had picked up a 
40mm. ack-ack shell which exploded inside the aircraft just forward of the leading edge of the 
tail plane much to the discomfort of Jack Purcell who suffered multiple shrapnel wounds in his 
back. The elevator trim controls and our radio and intercom systems were also casualties and 
the immediate attention of the two pilots had to be to try to trim the aeroplane and gain 
sufficient control to keep it flying. 

 

As soon as full power was reduced the trim became nose heavy to a degree that the combined 
strength of Peter and Geoff was not enough to pull the nose up and the manual trim control 
was ineffective. Peter had to quickly call on help from “George“, (our automatic pilot) who 
then supplied the necessary power with instant evidence that our hydraulic system was still 
operating and that the aircraft flying attitude could be controlled. 

 

So out we went to sea again with the pilots sorting out the machinery until we were able to 
safely head onto a homeward course which I would have prepared before the action began. 
Then the long climb to get over the 9000ft. high mountains of central Timor with Peter 
concerned about a mysterious loss of fuel while Geoff helped with easing Jack’s difficulties at 
the back of the aircraft and I, having seen Avery join us a short distance away, contacted his 
navigator(Hawthorne} by signal lamp and told him of our situation. Then the two and a half 
hours flight home to Hughes with Peter using all the available economy settings to extend our 
range and with me hoping that there had been no significant wind changes since our trip over 
and relying on pure “dead reckoning” to get us to a reasonable landfall. After a total trip time 
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of nearly six hours (two and a half hours of it after dark) there was our flare path shining ahead  
with Peter left with one remaining difficulty! To put us gently onto the ground.  

We know now that he had to eventually disconnect George and take control himself with Geoff 
in the other seat and with hydraulics working to get the landing gear down and to operate the 
flaps. With sixty years having now passed I’m not sure that even he could spell it all out but I 
will quote a recent statement that “though it might have been a bit rough it really wasn’t all 
that bad a landing”. 

 

Peter was rightly awarded a Distinguished Flying Medal for this whole episode and he certainly 
earned that gong the hard way! None of us has any clear recollection of taxiing back or 
organizing help for Jack or getting back to Ops Room and all of that drill. Jim McConachie our 
Flight Controller at Hughes had no communication with us at all but I believe that Avery would 
have advised Jim that we were coming in with some problems and that he would have 
prepared for anything to happen when we finally set down. 

Seven days later we were back in another aircraft on a strike to the airstrip at Langoer in 
Western New Guinea but this time from 11000 ft. 

Our Journey to Reality was continuing l   

 

PROLOGUE 

All six members of the 325 crew are still around. (Editor’s note: This was at 8 Nov 2004. We 
understood from Bill, prior to his death in 2017, that all crew had subsequently passed away)  
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* Hocking [later a Flying Officer] sometime manager of his family commercial orchards, later 
a grazier and motel owner/operator and recently a retired grazier with a property at 
Mansfield in Victoria. 

*Briggs [later a FIt. Sgt.] graduated from Melbourne University as a Doctor and setup a very 
successful practice in Swan Hill, Victoria and retired from there to Flinders only three years 
ago after becoming a well-known thoracic surgeon. (Purcell was his very first patient!)  

 

Woodburn (later a Flying Officer) graduated from Melbourne 
University as an Architect and later became involved in the 
commercial field designing major shopping centers around 
Australia. He retired to Williamstown only a year ago. 

 

They are the Victorian ones but I have no detailed knowledge 
of the three Sydney boys. Geoff has had some recent contact 
with Purcell and Pierce but of Young I don’t believe we know 
anything much. 

 

 

 

5 NOVEMBER 1943 - CHIEF OF AIR STAFF ACCEPTED 500TH 
AUSTRALIAN-BUILT BEAUFORT 
       
                                                                                                                           

The Melbourne Argus reported that, on this day, Chief of Air Staff, Air Marshal George Jones 
-- in the presence of 
Senator Cameron, the 
Minister for Aircraft 
Production, and other 
dignitaries -- accepted the 
500th Beaufort bomber 
built by the Beaufort 
Division of the 
Department of Aircraft 
Production.   By the time 
production ceased in 
August 1944, a total of 700 
Beauforts had been 

built.   These aircraft 

served with numerous                                   

           
            
   
    Beauforts being constructed at DAP, Fishermen’s Bend c. 1943 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/67/Bristol_Beaufort_production_DAP_Melbourne.jpg
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units including Nos 1, 2, 6, 7, 8, 13, 14, 15, 32 and 100 Squadrons and established an 
impressive operational record.  They 
attacked shipping in all areas of the 
South-West Pacific and sank cruisers, 
destroyers and submarines, as well as 
bombing and strafing inland supply 
dumps and troops.  They were also used 
for routine convoy protection and 
coastal reconnaissance.  
 
 
 
  

1OTU Beauforts A9-102 and A9-66, Victoria, c.1943. Courtesy of Mike Mirkovi 
 

The press item is here: http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/11792016 More on 

the history of the domestically-built Beaufort is here: 

https://www.airforce.gov.au/sites/default/files/minisite/static/7522/RAAFmuseum/res

earch/aircraft/series2/A9.htm 

 
6 NOVEMBER 1963 – 2SQN CANBERRAS EXERCISED IN INDIA 
 

               WGCDR Griggs (r) 

  

On this day, two Canberra Mk 20 bombers from No 2 Squadron flew to India from 
Butterworth, Malaysia, to participate in Exercise "Shiksha", an Indian Air Force (IAF) air 
defence exercise which also involved detachments of Javelins from the RAF and a squadron 
of F-100s from the USAF. The RAAF aircraft (A84-237 and A84-247) and six aircrew, led by the 
CO (Wing Commander Frank Griggs), flew to Agra via Kalaikunda.   For the next week they 
took part in high level exercise missions over Calcutta, before moving to Adampur and 
conducting medium level missions over Delhi for a second week.   On 22 November the 
Canberras departed to return to Butterworth.   The RAAF air party had been preceded to India 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/11792016
https://www.airforce.gov.au/sites/default/files/minisite/static/7522/RAAFmuseum/research/aircraft/series2/A9.htm
https://www.airforce.gov.au/sites/default/files/minisite/static/7522/RAAFmuseum/research/aircraft/series2/A9.htm
http://airpower.airforce.gov.au/Admin/HistoryRecord/images/shikshacrew.JPG
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by a technical party from No 2 Squadron comprising a Flying Officer and six NCOs, who 
travelled by civil aircraft on 3 November and arrived back at Butterworth on 24 November.  
  
 

9 NOVEMBER 1956 - RAAF BOMBER CARRIED OLYMPIC FLAME 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Loading flame 
for flight to 
Cairns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On this day, the flame for the Games of the XVI Olympiad in Melbourne was carried on board 
a RAAF Canberra jet bomber from Darwin to Cairns, Queensland, which was the start point 
for a torch relay down the eastern coast of Australia.   The flame, carried in two miners’ safety 
lamps (one a spare), had arrived from Greece on a Qantas airliner on the evening of 6 
November and was handed to the Commanding Officer of the RAAF Station at Darwin for 
custody.   After a civic reception next day, the flame was placed in a Canberra aircraft and 
flown nearly 1500 kilometres to Cairns.   The weather on arrival was poor, with heavy rain 
and low-lying clouds giving rise to doubts about whether the bomber would be able to land, 
but these concerns were dispelled when the aircraft appeared on the runway and the 4500-
kilometre torch relay was able to begin.  
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10 NOVEMBER 1918 - LAST AFC SCOUT OPERATIONS OF WW I 

   
4th SQN Snipes, Bickendorf, Germany, 1919 

On this day, the evening of the Armistice of WW I, the 2nd (Sopwith Snipes) and 4th (S.E.5s) 
Squadrons Australian Flying Corps (AFC) flew the last aggressive operations of the Australian 
scouting squadrons.   The 2nd Squadron (bombing) and the 4th Squadron (escorting) flew two 
sorties; the morning raid found five trains in the blackened Belgian railway station at Enghien 
and the town and roads crowded with troops and transport.   The bombs from the S.E.5s 
damaged a railway bridge, destroyed an anti-aircraft battery, and hit the trains and the 
railway station in many places. Leaving the station enveloped in a cloud of smoke, the 
attackers dived upon the road transport, which was still very heavy, and spread panic along 
the route with their machine-guns.   Five Fokkers endeavoured to interfere, but were beaten 
off or destroyed by Bristol Fighters, also escorting.   The afternoon raid continued the same 
harrying work, with similar disastrous results, upon the retiring German columns at Enghien 
and on the Enghien-Hal road eastward. Post-Armistice, aircraft of both squadrons maintained 
balloon-line patrols for some days, but these were mainly practice exercises.   The 3rd 
(Bristols) Squadron flew that unit's last offensive flight on the morning of Armistice Day.  

20 NOVEMBER 1917 – 2ND SQN AFC IN THE BATTLE OF CAMBRAI 

  While no Australian ground troops were at Cambrai, the 2nd Squadron Australian Flying 
Corps (AFC) did take part in the Battle 
which commenced on this day.   It had 
become the first Australian fighter unit in 
France two months earlier, and its pilots 
delighted Major General Hugh 
Trenchard, Commander of the Royal 
Flying Corps (RFC) on the Western Front, 
by the way they ‘revelled’ in flying their 
DH5 scouts at tree-top height to bomb 
and strafe German positions, even 
though seven of the squadron’s 18 

machines were damaged or destroyed and three pilots lost on the first day alone.   In fighting 
for Bourlon Wood on 23 November, Lieutenant Frederick Huxley played a key role in knocking 
out a German battery that was holding up advancing British tanks.   Once the German 
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counter-attack was underway, squadron pilots were heavily engaged in meeting aerial attacks 
against the British positions.   Of 19 Military Crosses awarded to members of the RFC 
squadrons that took part in the battle, six went to pilots of the 2nd Squadron. 

Surviving 2nd SQN pilots, 7 Dec 17 
 

More in the Air Power Development Centre Pathfinder #188 'Air Power 

at Cambrai, 1917' here: http://airpower.airforce.gov.au/APDC/media/PDF-

Files/Pathfinder/PF188-Air-Power-ast-Cambrai-1917.pdf 

 
20 NOVEMBER 1929 - DISBANDMENT OF RAAF UNDER 
CONSIDERATION 
 

While attending the opening of Parliament on this day, the Chief of the Air Staff (Air 
Commodore Richard Williams) was shocked to hear the Governor-General announce that the 
new Labor Government led by James Scullin had under consideration the ‘question of 
maintaining a separate organisation for the Air Force’, this 
having been ‘brought under the notice of … Ministers by 
officers of the Defence Department’.   This was news to 
the RAAF chief, as was the further information in the vice-
regal speech that the matter had already been before the 
Council of Defence, but since that body had been unable 
to reach a decision the issue had been ‘postponed pending 
a comprehensive review of the position of the Air 
Force’.   This public statement ushered in a period of  
 
Governor-General Lord Stonehaven departs after opening 16th Parliament. CAS Williams at top 
of steps (right) 

http://airpower.airforce.gov.au/APDC/media/PDF-Files/Pathfinder/PF188-Air-Power-ast-Cambrai-1917.pdf
http://airpower.airforce.gov.au/APDC/media/PDF-Files/Pathfinder/PF188-Air-Power-ast-Cambrai-1917.pdf
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uncertainty which was not finally resolved until September 1932, when the then Minister for 
Defence declared amalgamation to be undesirable.  

 

More in the Official History here (pp 35 and 36): https://s3-ap-southeast-

2.amazonaws.com/awm-media/collection/RCDIG1070475/document/5519758.PDF 

  

21 NOVEMBER 2011 - 23 F-111S BURIED IN QUEENSLAND 
 

On this day the burial of 23 of the surviving F-
111C and G aircraft not allocated for 
preservation commenced at the Swanbank 
Landfill site near Ipswich, Queensland.   The 
former coal mine -- one of the largest landfill 
sites in Australia, taking 500,000 tonnes of 
waste each year -- is operated by Thiess 
Services, which was contracted to undertake 
the F-111 project, one of its most unusual 
waste disposal contracts.    By 24 November burial of the final aircraft had been 
completed.   To ensure the site is marked as off-limits for future excavation, the precise GPS 
co-ordinates of each aircraft have been recorded and eventually the F-111s will rest deep 
under the ground beneath the mountain of landfill that will rise above them.    When 
landfill was complete, soil was placed over the top of the site, which will then be rehabilitated 
back to bushland.   The Australian Government called for expressions of interest to display 

seven remaining aircraft; on 4 October 2012, 
the Government announced that the 
following six Australian organisations were 
successful (the seventh, A8-130, was gifted 
to the Pacific Aviation Museum in Hawaii as 
a token of the close ties between Australia 
and America through a long period of 
coalition operations): 
 

- Aviation Historical Society of the Northern Territory - A8-113 
- Evans Head Memorial Aerodrome Heritage Aviation Association  - A8-147 
- Fighter World, Williamtown, NSW  - A8-148 
- Historical Aircraft Restoration Society  - A8-109 
- Queensland Air Museum - A8-129 
- South Australian Aviation Museum (SAAM) - A8-134.  A8-134 was transferred to the 
AWM in Canberra and replaced with A8-132; more here: 

http://www.saam.org.au/our-collection/our-aircraft/general-dynamics-f-111/ 

 

A Thiess video of the disposal is 

here:  https://player.vimeo.com/video/86663113?title=0   

 

https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/awm-media/collection/RCDIG1070475/document/5519758.PDF
https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/awm-media/collection/RCDIG1070475/document/5519758.PDF
http://www.saam.org.au/our-collection/our-aircraft/general-dynamics-f-111/
https://player.vimeo.com/video/86663113?title=0
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23 NOVEMBER 1981 - NEW ENSIGN FIRST DISPLAYED 
 

On this day, the first example of a 
new Ensign featuring the RAAF’s 
‘leaping kangaroo’ roundel in place 
of the RAF cockade went on display 
in the office of the Chief of the Air 
Staff, finally completing the 
process of evolving a distinctive 
flag for the RAAF.   In 1922 the 
Australian Air Council had decided 
that the RAAF would use the ensign 

of the Royal Air Force ‘without difference’, and this arrangement continued until 1949 when 
a new flag which incorporated the Southern Cross was approved by King George VI.   Attempts 
were made during the RAAF’s golden jubilee (1971) to have the roundel of the RAF replaced 
by the kangaroo roundel, which the Australian Service adopted in 1956, but these came to 
nothing for another decade.   After receipt of the Royal Assent during the RAAF’s diamond 
jubilee year, the new Ensign was gazetted in 1982.  
 

26 NOVEMBER 2009 - FIRST E-7 WEDGETAILS DELIVERED 
 

 On this day, No 2 Squadron took 
‘initial delivery’ of two Boeing E-7 
Wedgetail Airborne Early 
Warning and Control (AEW&C) 
aircraft at RAAF Base 
Williamtown, NSW.   The 
ceremony was attended by the 
Chief of Air Force, Air Marshal 
Mark Binskin, and personnel from 
the Defence Material 
Organisation, the Boeing 

company, and the 
RAAF’s Surveillance 
and Reconnaissance 
Group.   The status of 
the two Wedgetails -
- A30-001 and A30-
004 -- meant that 
they were made 
available to the RAAF 
for familiarisation 
training purposes, but remained on the manufacturer’s books and the US civil register until 
formally handed over in 2010.   This required Boeing to provide a pilot in command and a 
flight test engineer on all RAAF flights undertaken until the official handover.   Development, 

test and evaluation of the aircraft systems had yet to be fully completed by Boeing, 
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particularly with respect to the radar, electronic support measures and integrated system 
performance and stability.  

A 10 Dec 09 Air Force News article is here: 

https://www.defence.gov.au/Publications/NewsPapers/Raaf/editions/5123/5123.pdf 

and more on the aircraft is here: 

https://www.airforce.gov.au/technology/aircraft/intelligence-surveillance-and-

reconnaissance/e-7a-wedgetail 

More imagery of the arrival is available 

here:  http://images.defence.gov.au/20091499  

            A 3:27 minute tour of the E-7 is available here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sYAk3fFacCE 

 

MEMBERSHIP  

Membership of No 2 Squadron Branch (Air Force Association Victorian) is open to all serving 

and former members of No 2 Squadron, all serving and former Air Force members, their 

dependants and all adults who have an aviation interest and support the aims and objects 

of the Air Force Association.   Application forms can be downloaded directly from the Air 
Force Association Victoria website:  https://afavic.org.au/index.php?action=join 

 

Warm Regards and Stay Safe, 
 
 

Walter Sherman 
Walter Sherman 
President 
No 2 Squadron Branch (Air Force Association Victoria) 
https://afavic.org.au/content/762/branch-2-squadron 
 
29th November 2020 
 

 
 

2SQN RAAF Honours 

 

Presidential Citation WW2  

 

Unit Citation, Vietnam  

 

Air Force Outstanding Unit Award, Vietnam  
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