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MAGPIE 91 COMMEMORATION – 3rd NOVEMBER 2020 

As previously advised by Max McGregor, President of the Air Force Association Victoria, the 
Association is going ahead with plans to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the loss in 
Vietnam of FLGOFF Michael Herbert and PLTOFF Robert Carver and Canberra A84-231, 
callsign Magpie 91. The Roulettes will conduct a flypast at 1100h in a missing wingman 
formation over the National Vietnam Veterans Museum, 25 Veterans Drive, Newhaven. 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LOSS OF MAGPIE 91 
BY GROUP CAPTAIN CARL SCHILLER, OAM, CSM (RETD) 
 
Every conflict has its tragic stories. However, I am sure among the worst are those where 
there has been no confirmed death or whereabouts of a missing veteran who are recorded 
as Missing in Action (MIA). And, so it was for Flying Officer Michael Herbert and Pilot Officer 
Robert Carver of No 2 Squadron whose Canberra aircraft A84-231 (call-sign Magpie 91) was 
lost in South Vietnam on the evening of November 3rd, 1970.  The airmen, both 24 years, 
departed Phan Rang airbase on a routine bombing sortie near the Laotian/South Vietnam 
border.  They were never heard from again. 
 
A subsequent Court of Inquiry into the disappearance found no obvious reason for the loss. 
There were no enemy aircraft counter measures employed in the region and the weather was 
fine. The aircrew were competent aviators. Michael had flown 198 combat missions and was 
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an experienced Canberra pilot.  He was looking forward to his return home in several weeks. 
Robert was a recent arrival at the Squadron but had already impressed his superiors for his 
airmanship qualities.  
 
The stress on their families, friends and fellow members of No 2 Squadron must have been 
tremendous. As a No 2 Squadron Vietnam veteran, I had returned to Australia a year before 
and was deeply shocked by the loss. Young people tend to think they are ‘bullet proof’ and 
we thought the Canberra was an unlikely candidate for a combat loss. The inevitable thought 
of whether the lads had been held as prisoners of war (POW), like so many US forces aviators, 
would have tormented family and friends over the years that followed. Michael’s mother 
corresponded with political leaders in Vietnam and Australia urging them in vain for 
information on her son’s disappearance.  Robert’s father had his son’s name engraved on a 
Toowoomba War Memorial.  
 
Nearly 39 years later, the jungle gave up its secret. Major John Thurgar (former SAS Trooper 
during the Vietnam War), from the Australian Army’s History Unit, and Squadron Leader John 
Cotterell uncovered the wreckage of Magpie 91. It appears the crash site had been sighted 
sometime in 1982 by several hunters from the Katu people who reside in eastern Laos and 
central Vietnam.  However, for a range of reasons, not the least being the sheer 
impregnability of the terrain and the dense jungle near the crash area, the discovery was not 
investigated.  
 
The formal discovery of Magpie 91 can be attributed to the gallant efforts of Dr LTCOL (Retd) 
James ‘Jim’ Bourke, AM, MG, PhD of Operation Aussies Home (OAH).  A two-tour Vietnam 
Veteran, Jim committed himself to investigating and accounting for ‘The Forgotten Six’ 
Australian servicemen listed as MIA during the Vietnam War.  Jim led a privately funded team 
to locate and retrieve the remains of six missing Australians—among them Michael Herbert 
and Robert Carver.  Jim spent many thousands of hours researching the details of their sortie 
and battle reports, and lobbying politicians and bureaucrats for support. When his pleas fell 
on deaf ears, he went ahead with his plans and together with a small team, he set off to 
Vietnam to find the missing airmen who never made it home. Sadly, Jim Bourke passed away 
on September 25th, 2015 aged 72 years.  
 
On August 31st, 2009, the caskets with the remains of Michael Herbert and Robert Carver 
arrived on board an RAAF C130 that had brought them from Hanoi to RAAF Base Richmond. 
It is an emotional moment in No 2 Squadron’s history and especially for those airmen who 
served in the Squadron during the Vietnam War.  
 
At 1100 hrs on November 3rd, 2020, the Air Force Roulettes will conduct a six-aircraft flypast 
in a ‘missing wingman’ configuration over the National Vietnam Veterans’ Museum at Phillip 
Island, Victoria.  At the same time, No 2 Squadron will conduct a flypast over the RAAF 
Williamtown airbase, now the home of the Squadron. The Air Force Association is most 
grateful for the RAAF’s support.   
 
The Australian War Memorial’s November 2nd Last Post Ceremony will be dedicated to Pilot 
Officer Robert Charles Carver.  

Lest We Forget 
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CORPORAL RONALD ALEXANDER RICHARDS 19275 RAAF FITTER II E 
 
In response to John Elliott’s call for photographs, he was contacted by Mrs Margot Goodwin 
who is the daughter of Ron Richards.   Ron joined the RAAF on 9th February 1940 and was 
discharged on 26th November 1945 having served with No 2 Squadron during World War 2 in 
New Guinea and Darwin.   The following are the memories of a loving daughter and a copy of 
an interview with her Dad in 1988, in which he shares memories of his war service; 
 

A SHORT OVERVIEW OF RON RICHARDS' LIFE 

My father was born February, 1917 and lived at Ballarat. His father was a butcher but died 
when Ron was about 7, so a year or so later his mother moved to Harkaway (near Berwick) to 
housekeep for his two older brothers who had bought a dairy farm there. He had a very happy 
early life on the farm. During his teens he rode his push bike to Berwick (about 5km) to catch 
the train to Caulfield Technical College as he was an apprentice Motor Mechanic in 
Dandenong. He became an A-Grade Motor Mechanic and when of age bought himself a 
Triumph Tiger 100 motor bike - which he raced, including at the Phillip Island track where I 
believe he held a record at one time. He loved any vehicle that went fast and over the years 
had a bit of a reputation around the district. By the time he enlisted in October 1940 (23) he 
had a wide mechanical knowledge. Thus his mechanical skills were very useful to the RAAF, 
which trained him in the Rolls Royce and other aircraft engines. 

Dad didn't talk much about his experiences during his service, but his letters which mum kept 
give a bit of an insight into the conditions experienced in Darwin/Daley Waters and Batchelor 
where he was stationed. He did go to Ambon and New Guinea for a couple of short trips. But 

the friends he 
made he always 
kept in touch 
with as well as 
attended most 
reunions, No. 2 
Squadron was 
very special to 
him, it seems I 
have known his 
dog tags 
number 19275 
all my life. 

 

 

From Left to right – Clarrie Chambers – Jack Bruce – Les Hancock – Ron Richards 
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                       Ron Richards             L- Clarrie Chambers  R- Jack Bruck 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

         
         L to R Les Hancock, Jack Bruce , Ron Richards & Clarrie Chambers 
I know that near the end of the war Dad was based at Sale and Bairnsdale and on one trip 
home on the motorbike he brought a black and white cattle dog pup home to the farm - down 
his jacket. My Uncles named him "Mick" and he turned out to be good on the farm, I 
remember him. 

My sister was born in 1944 and I was born in 1946 (9 months after Dad's discharge). After the 
war Mum and Dad rented a small house in Berwick - I was 2 months old. Dad rented a 
workshop in the Main Street of Berwick and sold Neptune petrol and was the RACV mechanic  
for the area. He loved Jaguars and worked on quite a few local ones and over the years owned 
several - Mark 4, Mark 5, Mark 2, Mark 1 and a Mark 10 - which my husband remembers well 
getting a fast trip down from Upper Beaconsfield doing easily 100mph on the straight stretch 
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to Beaconsfield. After turning onto the Princes Highway at Beaconsfield my (future) husband 
said "I didn't think you were going to pull up" - and Dad said "I didn't think I was either." He 
was a member of the Jaguar Car Club. 
 
Dad was physically very strong, about 5ft 10in, and Lew who worked for him always 
remembered how he could lift engines out of cars on his own, including from Jaguars. 

He was well respected for his honesty and generosity and always had people he would just 
"call in" on when in the area. 

He changed jobs about 1958/9 and worked for the RACV as an Insurance Assessor, then the 
same with Club Motor Insurance which became AAMI doing the Gippsland area. 

Ron enjoyed life and lived it to the full. He raced speedboats in the late 50's and 60's - towing 
the boat (fast) to meetings at Sale, Metung, Negambie and others - luckily most times he took 
me as well (Mum stayed home with my sister). I have many happy memories of things he did 
after the war and intend to write down how it was, plus many stories of things Dad did. 

Dad retired at 65 (1972) and had 20 years of retirement. Mum and Dad lived mostly at 
Berwick, but did have a few years at Frankston before moving back to Berwick. They also in 
later years lived at Inverloch and often stayed at our place in Berwick. 

Ron died of cancer in 1992 and is buried in the Harkaway cemetery. 

INTERVIEW WITH DAD - 28/2/1988 
(No. 19275 - Enlisted 21/10/1940 - Date of Discharge 25/11/1945)  

 
Left Laverton and went overland to Darwin – 2nd trainload to cross Australia. 

  
Loading aircraft at Darwin 
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Names on back of Photo 
Name       Service Number 
R.J. Browne 27889 
A.M. Linn 27895 
???  32890 
A.S. Gosling 27893 
E.A.J. Pollard 27903 
R.J. Miller 27897 
T.N. Ellis   27891 
A.V. Pickering 27900 
C.W.R. Prosser 19273 
F.G. Traynor 19279 
R.M. Richards 19291 
H. McGillivray 19268 
W.W. Heine 32833 
R.C. Newell 27899 
R.B. Blanchard A33259 
P.V. Kettner 11541 
W.J. Johnston 32839 
H.A. Blackburn 11506 
L.A.G. Wood 30494 
????  27892 
R.A. Richards         19275 

 
Darwin by flying boat to Kotabaru - (north of Singapore) (2 days) - back to Singapore (1 Vz 
days). Singapore to Kopang (7 days). Kopang to Namlay - Buru Island - (3 weeks).  Dad did 
two bombing raids of Strait of Makassar as Flight Engineer – from Buru. 

Bombed at Buru Island after an old Japanese flying boat found night - every hour for a week 
and had no Lockheed Hudsons left - started with 18 and finished with wrecks - so our crew 
got a Mkl front half and back half of Mk2 (Mkl was put together with ordinary screws and 
Mk2 had Phillipshead screws - no screwdrivers available in Phillipshead - so got all cooks etc. 
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to make slots to make screws open with ordinary screwdrivers). Mk2 controls wouldn't fit 
Mkl (trim tabs wouldn't reach) - so had to take off without any trim and pilot had to fight it 
all the way. 

CO Titch McFarlane asked who would stay behind and blow everything up and would be taken 
off at lake at top of island later. So all put up hands - Titch picked 10 or 12 to stay and blow 
up remains. 

Think 18 on 1st plane - a worn out all Mk2 - Wright /Cyclones - arrived day or so before Dad 
in daylight. 22 men on Dad's plane (2nd plane), had pretty good engines - Pratt & Whitney. 

When Dad took off the Japanese were already landing at top of Buru with a boat. Dad took 
off 4am 2nd night after - still working on plane. 

Arthur Fox and Dad had put 17 hurricane lamps to the end of runway at edge. Also pulled 
hand throttle out on a 1500 Chev ute and ran it into the sea at the end of the runway. Dad 
was put in front in bomb aimers compartment with shorts and sandals (cold) and could see 
lamps coming up and counted to last one and thought they weren't going to get off the 
ground. 

  Maurie Timms at Hudson controls.       Dave Walters at Hudson controls 

Ian McCombe PUT ENGINES AT FULL THROTTLE WITH HANDBRAKE ON, then let handbrake 
go. When coming down the runway he pulled the controls and bounced up so that he could 
take the undercarriage up - was so close to the sea that the airscrews were sucking up 
seawater like a mist and threw it over the wings - blew the lamps to bits. Flew for about 10 
minutes just 15-20 feet above water and gradually climbed up to 500 feet when pilot pulled 
the wing flaps up to go higher, the plane immediately fell back to 50 feet above the water. 
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(Once wing flaps are up couldn't put down again - they were not quite right up - had about 
1/4 flap left). As we used fuel we got altitude. Got up to 10,000 feet and put flaps all the way 
up and cruised back to Darwin at 10,000 feet. 

Came in over Darwin at 8,000 feet - guns were fired at them because they thought the plane 
couldn't have been ours as it had been reported that there were none left. We had no radio 
etc. as everything was taken out for weight - all the men stood as far forward as could get - 
into the wireless operator’s compartment etc. Landed at Darwin airport (old WRAC drome) - 
had only been in Darwin 2 hours when Japanese made the 1st raid on Darwin - they came in 
at 40,000 feet. Dad has valves out of 1st zero shot down over Darwin. 

      Lockheed Hudson bomber aircraft of No. 2 Squadron RAAF 

Darwin was in chaos, food scarce etc. and Dad went AWOL to Daly Waters - got picked up by 
police at Laramar and taken on to Daly Waters. CO Titch McFarlane was picked up 3-4 days 
later and taken back to Darwin. 

Dad always said that they probably wouldn't have made it back to Darwin if Ian McCombe 
hadn't been such a good pilot. Ian McCombe was killed after the war - had an accident to do 
with a hay rake.  

The Lockheed Hudson plane made from two models was stored at the Darwin Airport until 
cyclone Tracy hit Darwin 24 to 26 December 1974, when it "flew away" not to be found to my 
knowledge.  

Margot Goodwin 8/8/2020 
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     Markings on photo:  L-R Maurie Timms, Bill Cogley, Bob Ellery, (?? Killed) & ? Turner  
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                                     Eddie Perkins on motor bike Ron Richards 5 from left 

On back of photo - Fitter Crew in Desert at Daley Waters. Completely dismantled 
Pratt & Whitney engine out of Lockheed Hudson & overhauled (said it couldn't be 
done out in the desert). Engine then did 70 more hours other than any other 
engine overhauled down south at Laverton. 
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28 OCTOBER 1956 - EX-RAAF OFFICER HEADED AIR DEPARTMENT 

 

 
 

When Archibald (‘Tich’) McFarlane took over as Secretary of the Department of Air on this 
day, the public service entity which administered the RAAF came under the influence and 
control of a senior ex-Air Force officer for more than a decade.   Although his predecessor, 
E.W. (later Sir Edwin) Hicks, had also served in the wartime RAAF (as a Flying Officer), 
McFarlane commenced his time in uniform in May 1937 and finished in mid-1948 as a Wing 
Commander, and Honorary Group Captain, holding the Distinguished Flying Cross.   His 
appointments included command of No 2 Squadron in 1942, liaison duty in London, staff jobs 
at RAAF Headquarters, and first Assistant Commandant of the RAAF College in 1947–
48.   Until his selection as Secretary, he had held senior posts in the Department of Civil 
Aviation.   In May 1968 he transferred from the Department of Air to become a Commissioner 
on the Public Service Board.  
 

A biography of 'Tich' McFarlane is here: http://oa.anu.edu.au/obituary/mcfarlane-
archibald-bertram-tich-693 
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EARLY RAAF SIGINT – DARWIN IS ATTACKED  

 
 

 
 

Reduced by illness to four men, with Corporal ‘Snow’ Bradshaw the most senior, the 

RAAF radio intercept unit in Darwin had been trying to cope with the volume of signals 

it was picking up.   Early on the morning of 19 February 1942, the shift on duty 

detected abnormal enemy traffic between aircraft and possible aircraft carriers in the 

southern Celebes Sea.   The indication that an operation was imminent was passed to 

the communications officer in the next building at the air base.  As the wireless unit’s 

activities were secret and no one at the base knew they were intercepting Japanese 

signals, base personnel had no idea what had prompted the warning.  The unit had 

been set up to eavesdrop on Japan’s strategic planning; its integration into the military 

structure wasn’t designed to deal with more urgent intelligence.  The base 

commander’s office thanked No.1 Wireless Unit for the early warning.  And ignored it. 

 

Shortly before 10 a.m., aircraft transmissions were increasing in signal strength, 

indicating that planes were heading towards the base.   Radar could not confirm this 

because the apparatus sent to Darwin hadn’t yet been installed.  Within a few minute, 

though, the noise of approaching planes was unmistakable, and 188 aircraft – Zero 
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fighters from four Japanese carriers along with dive bombers and torpedo bombers – 

arrived over Darwin’s port. 

 

From the upper-floor balcony of their building at the air base, 13 kilometres from the 

city, Bradshaw and two other operators on duty could see aircraft diving through 

clouds of inky billowing smoke, attacking naval and civil shipping, harbour facilities, 

army barracks and an oil store.  The radio men weren’t observers for long.   With a 

roar, the base came under attack and they scuttled out of the building and across to 

the shelter of trenches.  Aircraft zipped in all directions near ground 

level.  Pandemonium followed: the scream of fighters and their spitting guns, the rattle 

of defensive Machin-gun fire, and bomb explosions hurling debris through the 

air.  Then, as suddenly as it started, the attack was over, the planes gone.  In the eerie 

silence, there was only the crackle of hangars burning.  The headquarters and wireless 

unit buildings were undamaged. 

 

            Source:  Code Breakers, Craig Collie, Allen & Unwin, 2017 

 
        

8 OCTOBER 1946 – MISSING WARTIME 2SQN AIRCREW BURIED AT 
ADELAIDE RIVER WAR CEMETERY 
 

  
 

 
2SQN ground crew servicing 
Hudson A16-244, Hughes 
Airfield, Mar 43 

 

On this day, the remains of 

five No 2 Squadron 

Hudson aircrew -- missing 

since April 1944 – were 

buried at the Adelaide 

River War Cemetery.   No 2 

Squadron Hudson A16-
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203 departed Hughes Airfield at 0352 on 3 April 1944 to provide air cover for a convoy 

in the Arafura Sea.  The crew -- Pilot Officers Brockhurst, Philpot, Black and Gillies and 

Flight Sergeant Frew -- were reported missing and an ensuing three-day search failed 

to find the aircraft.   The remains of the aircraft were eventually discovered in a dense 

mangrove swamp near the mouth of the Adelaide River by a crocodile shooter in 1946 

and an RAAF party recovered the crew’s remains on 28 September 1946. 

 
20 OCTOBER 1939 - NEW AIR FORCE BADGE APPROVED FOR USE 

 
 

 

 

Royal Australian Air Force Crest of June 1943, the 
official amendment to the approved original of January 
1939, and bearing the Tudor Crown of King George VI. 

 

 

 

 

Current Royal Australian Air Force Crest, 
bearing the St Edward Crown of Queen 
Elizabeth II. 

 

 

On this day, the Melbourne Argus newspaper reported that a new Air Force Badge had 

been approved by the Minister for Defence, Brigadier Geoffrey Street, for general use 

throughout the RAAF.   Moves to produce a distinctive badge had been initiated 

during 1937, when the Chester Herald at the College of Arms in London was 

commissioned to begin preparing a design.   When produced in January 1938, the new 

design featured an Australian wedge-tailed eagle and a sprig of wattle as the main 

differences from the RAF badge on which it was modelled.   The design was returned 

to London for alterations in October, and by January 1939 had been submitted to King 

George VI for approval.   Although signed by the King at that time, it was evidently not 

until the Argus report appeared that the Badge was formally adopted for use.  
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22 OCTOBER 1947 - PRESS REPORTED SCRAPPING OF RAAF 
AIRCRAFT 

 

Aircraft at Oakey, c 1948 

On this day, Charters 

Tower newspaper, 

The Northern Miner, 

reported that the 

Minister for Air, Mr A. 

S. Drakeford, had 

announced that 500 

RAAF aeroplanes at 

Oakey, and 163 at 

Amberley, were to be 

sold as scrap.   The 

planes had a war-

time capital value of 

approximately £11 

million. Those to be 

sold for scrap at 

Oakey included 38 Boomerangs, 225 Spitfires and 240 Kittyhawks and at Amberley 26 

Liberators, two Beaufighters, 32 B-25 Mitchells, 47 Spitfires, 41 Vultee Vengeances and 

one Ventura.   There were also 10 Mosquitoes and one Douglas Dakota at Amberley, 

regarding which no decision had yet been made. 

Were all of the aircraft scrapped?   28 January 2011 The Australian press 

reporting here: https://www.theaustralian.com.au/business/aviation/fact-or-fable-

hunt-is-on-for-buried-spitfires/news-story/e27f3efa75ee074bed011ccd3e4dc56b 

https://www.theaustralian.com.au/business/aviation/fact-or-fable-hunt-is-on-for-buried-spitfires/news-story/e27f3efa75ee074bed011ccd3e4dc56b
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/business/aviation/fact-or-fable-hunt-is-on-for-buried-spitfires/news-story/e27f3efa75ee074bed011ccd3e4dc56b
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100th BIRTHDAY 

On behalf of the committee and members, best wishes to Brian Winspear who celebrated his 
100th birthday on 26th September 2020. 

 

 

FLTLT Brian Winspear 
(ret’d) returned to 

Darwin for the 

77thanniversary of the 

Darwin bombings to 

unveil a commemorative 

plaque honouring 2 and 

13 Squadrons. (Image 

source: AAP). 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP  

Membership of No 2 Squadron Branch (Air Force Association Victorian) is open to all serving 
and former members of No 2 Squadron, all serving and former Air Force members, their 

dependants and all adults who have an aviation interest and support the aims and objects 

of the Air Force Association.   Application forms can be downloaded directly from the Air 
Force Association Victoria website:  https://afavic.org.au/index.php?action=join 

 

Warm Regards and Stay Safe, 
 

Walter Sherman 
Walter Sherman 
President 
No 2 Squadron Branch (Air Force Association Victoria) 
https://afavic.org.au/content/762/branch-2-squadron 
 
 29th October 2020 
 

 
 

2SQN RAAF Honours 

 

Presidential Citation WW2  

 

Unit Citation, Vietnam  

 

Air Force Outstanding Unit Award, Vietnam  

https://afavic.org.au/index.php?action=join
https://afavic.org.au/content/762/branch-2-squadron
http://www.2sqnraafassoc.org.au/citations.html#1
http://www.2sqnraafassoc.org.au/citations.html#2
http://www.2sqnraafassoc.org.au/citations.html#3
http://www.2sqnraafassoc.org.au/citations.html#1
http://www.2sqnraafassoc.org.au/citations.html#2
http://www.2sqnraafassoc.org.au/citations.html#3

