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My Dear Colleagues

REVIEW AND EDITING ACKNOWEDGEMENT
The following is an article on the aircraft flown by No 2 Squadron since its formation in
September 1916 until the present day. The bulk of the
historical information and the accompanying
photographs were sourced from Air Force, Wikipedia, Air
Force Association, Air Force Museum and The Australian
War Memorial websites. “Highest Traditions” by John
Bennett – The History of No 2 Squadron, RAAF was also
used for reference.
I would like to acknowledge WGCDR (Ret) Lance
Halvorson MBE for kindly reviewing and editing my
original draft. WGCDR (Ret) Lance Halvorson MBE is a
retired Navigator who served with No 2 Squadron during
the Vietnam War and co-authored with Norman Clifford
“The Australian Flying Corps in the Great War 1914-1918’.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE AIRCRAFT OF NO 2 SQUADRON
No 2 Squadron formed at Kantara, Egypt, in September 1916 and left for England soon
after, working up to full personnel strength in scout and artillery observation roles in the
RFC. Led by Maj Oswald Watt, the squadron deployed to Baizieux, France, in September
1917 in support of the British 3rd Army. The squadron began combat operations flying DH5
scouts over the Western Front on 1 October 1917. Initially, more engine problems were
encountered than the enemy. For the first two months, the Squadron was engaged in scout
work and close offensive patrol. Enemy engagements were largely indecisive due to the
faster German Albatross machines.
As a unit in the 13th Scout Wing, No 2 Squadron concentrated their tactics on low level
bombing and strafing in the ‘Battle of Cambrai’. The battle commenced on 20 November
through drifting fog. Flying in pairs, the squadron attacked enemy ground troops with machine
guns and bombs. Such was the intensity of effort that on the first day alone, all aircraft were
damaged by ground fire. During the battle, which lasted seven days, two pilots were killed and
one wounded. Six were awarded the Military Cross
The battle ended on 7 December and reached a stalemate by December 14, 1917; no ground
had been gained and the front stabilised in much the same position as before.

DH-5 Scout

SE-5A
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Lieutenant Huxley claimed No 2 Squadron's - and indeed the Australian Flying Corp's - first
aerial victory on 22 November 1917, when following a low level attack on enemy infantry,
he shot down an Albatross scout flying low and in front. After the Battle of Cambrai, DH5
operations in France ceased as the aeroplane was phased out of service and replaced by
the SE-5A in December 1917. During 1918, the Squadron operated from a number of
airfields and together with RAF squadrons and No 4 Squadron AFC, engaged the enemy in
the German spring offensives. The Squadron continued to lose a number of pilots and
aeroplanes, however they inflicted heavy losses on the Germans. Following the conclusion
of hostilities in November 1918, the unit carried out general flying and test flights as new
pilots continued to arrive at the Squadron.
Finally, after handing the aeroplanes back to the RAF in February 1919, the unit was
demobilised and personnel were withdrawn to the United Kingdom on 4 March 1919. On
6 May 1919 its personnel embarked on the transport Kaisar-i-Hind for repatriation back to
Australia, at which time the squadron was disbanded
In 1922, No 2 Squadron was briefly re-formed
as part of the newly independent Royal
Australian Air Force at Point Cook, Victoria, but
it never progressed beyond a cadre unit and
was disbanded a few months later. It was reformed again on 3 May 1937 at Laverton. The
Squadron was initially equipped with two
Hawker Demon biplanes until the receipt of
Bristol Bulldog fighters and an Avro Anson
patrol aircraft later in the year.
Hawker Demon Fighter A1-38

Bristol Bulldog A12-1
Following the outbreak of World War II, under
the command of Sqn Ldr Alan Charlesworth, the
squadron began maritime patrol and convoy
escort operations off the Australian eastern
seaboard, operating Avro Ansons, before being
re-equipped with Lockheed Hudsons in May and
June 1940.
Avro Anson
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With tensions rising in the Pacific the Squadron re-located to Darwin in early December
1941, immediately prior to Japan's entry into the war with the bombing of Pearl Harbour
and Manila, and the invasion of the Malay Peninsula. The squadron detached elements
into the islands north of Australia, in particular to Ambon where the ill-fated 'Lark Force'
was stationed. No 2 Squadron began an aggressive campaign of raids against Japanese
shipping, but casualties began to mount.
In recognition of No 2 Squadron's heroic stand, the Squadron was later awarded a United
States Presidential Unit Citation - the highest honour that can be bestowed on a combat
unit by the United States government.
In December 1943 the squadron received nine Bristol Beaufort torpedo bombers. On 1112 January 1944 , two Beaufort
aircraft provided air cover for 'Force
M', escorting the convoy until it was
550 miles east of Darwin, logging six
or seven hours flying time. The two
aircraft types operated together in
the unit , with the Hudsons carrying
out search
missions
and the
Beauforts on convoy escort duties
(referred in the squadron's records
as 'fighter cover'!)

No 2 Squadron Lockheed Hudson and crew

A Bristol Beaufort
operated
by No.
Squadron in the New
Guinea campaign

On 1 May 1944 pilot training on the North American B-25 Mitchell began, with instructors
from the Dutch East Indies. The last Beaufort mission was flown on 22 May 1944 and the
squadron then concentrated on converting to the B- 25.

as
2
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No 2 Squadron B-25 Mitchell aircraft at Batchelor, NT
Australian War Memorial “No 2 Squadron RAAF, Darwin area” video link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=23ckg1CYu0w

It didn’t take long for the Mitchell to enter service with the first operational flight being
flown on 11 June 1944. A few days later the first air cover mission was flown. In the same
month the squadron also flew a number of 'special' missions including a creeping line ahead
search to clear an area twenty miles wide around the track of a convoy.
The first attack mission with the B-25 was on 24 June 1944 when four Mitchells attacked
Doka, a Japanese airfield on Trangan Island, the largest of the Aru Islands, off the southwest
coast of New Guinea. Nine aircraft took part in a raid on 27 June 1944. The squadron ended
June with sixteen B-25s. In July anti-shipping operations were added to the list, with an
attack on a Japanese sloop and a sweep over the Kai Islands (west of the Aru Islands). The
squadron operated over the islands south of New Guinea and Timor, flying a mix of search
missions, reconnaissance, strike missions and anti-shipping strikes.
Operations continued until 23 August 1945 when the squadron moved to Balikpapan,
Borneo, operating from nearby Sepinggan. The squadron had only just arrived in its new
quarters when the Japanese surrendered, ending the war. The squadron remained on
Borneo for the rest of the war, flying reconnaissance missions to find Allied POWs and make
sure that the Japanese were surrendering. The squadron returned to Australia in midDecember 1945 and was disbanded in May 1946 at Laverton.
In the post-World War II period, the Avro Lincolns were phased into No 82 Bomber Wing at
RAAF Amberley to replace the Liberators of Nos 12, 21 and 23 Squadrons. In February 1948,
these units were renumbered Nos 1, 2 and 6 Squadrons respectively.
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Avro Lincoln bomber
In 1953, the squadron was re-equipped with GAF Canberras, which it later operated from
RAAF Butterworth during the Malayan Emergency, after deploying there in 1958 as part of
the Strategic Reserve, RAF Far East Air Force.

RAAF GAF Canberra Mk 20 bombers Butterworth, 1965.
NFSA Australia “Conversion to Canberras” video link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UTs3KtFX-jw

Australian War Memorial RAAF PR “The Canberra bomber in peace and war” video link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FHvQcXgX-zw
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The first two Dakotas
for the new “C” Flight
also joined No
2
Squadron at Amberley
on 2 June 1958 before
deploying
to
Butterworth.

No 2 Squadron Douglas C-47B Dakota Aircraft A65-71
During the emergency, the squadron undertook airstrikes against communist forces and
until the conflict ended in 1960. The Squadron remained in Malaysia, engaging in many
FEAF exercises throughout the early 1960s and during Indonesian Confrontation. The
Squadron deployed eight Canberras to South Vietnam in April 1967 as part of the
Australia's commitment to the Vietnam War, under operational control of the 35th TFW,
USAF. With No 2 Squadron’s move to Vietnam, “C” Flight became an independent unit,
known as Transport Support Flight based at Butterworth.

No. 2 Squadron Canberra during the Vietnam War in 1970
No 2 Squadron commenced operations against Communist forces in Vietnam on 23 April
1967. Missions were flown both day and night and No 2 Squadron quickly established itself
as an effective bomber squadron in Vietnam.
On 31 May 1971, No 2 Squadron flew its final bombing missions of the Vietnam War
before withdrawing from its base at Phan Rang, in Ninh Thuan Province. The unit’s
Mk20 Canberra twin-engine jet bombers were called on to provide nine sorties over the
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north of South Vietnam, with the last of
these taking off at 1410 to fly in support
of American ground forces in the A Shau
Valley. The last bomb was released at
1518.
During nearly four years of
operations, No 2 Squadron had dropped
76,389 bombs totalling 27,158 tons. The
squadron’s aircraft left Vietnam to return
to Australia on 4 June 1971, and
personnel and equipment progressively
departed until mid- June.
A84-244 with Flying Officers David Smith and Peter Murphy before the last sortie.
On its return to Australia in 1971, having flown nearly 12,000 operational sorties for the
loss of two aircraft, No 2 Squadron was awarded the Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry
and a United States Air Force Outstanding Unit Commendation. These two awards,
together with the Presidential Unit Citation awarded previously, give No 2 Squadron the
distinction as the most highly decorated unit in the Air Force.
Australian War Memorial “No 2 Squadron RAAF activities Phan Rang May 1971 (DPR
RAAF stock shots)” and “Return of No 2 Squadron Canberras from Vietnam to
Amberley June 1971 (DPR RAAF stock shots)” video links:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lpOa-EWvqRE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EegwWkjwTdw

The Squadron returned to RAAF Amberley after being deployed overseas for 13 years. The
unit's new role was predominately target towing in support of the RAAF's Mirage III
fighters, followed in 1973 by aerial survey photography to support the aerial mapping in
Australia, Papua New Guinea, Irian Jaya and the Cocos and Christmas Islands. Eventually,
the squadron's Canberra bombers were retired from service in July 1982 and the squadron
was disbanded.
The Squadron was re-formed in January 2000 to operate Boeing E-7A Airborne Early Warning
& Control (AEW&C) aircraft procured as
part of Project Wedgetail, out of RAAF Base
Williamtown and RAAF Base Tindal. On 26
November 2009, the RAAF accepted the
first two of six Boeing E-7As and by the end
of 2010, the squadron had begun training.
In 2011, after a period of conversion
training for its crews, it took part in
Exercise Talisman Sabre with US and
Australian forces. The squadron is
Boeing E-7A AEW&C aircraft, near Williamtown

-9-

part of the Surveillance & Response Group's No. 42 Wing, which is responsible for the RAAF's
AEW&C capability. On 14 September 2014, the Federal government committed to deploying
one of the squadron's Boeing E-7As to Al Minhad Air Base in the United Arab Emirates.

No 2 Squadron Boeing E-7A AEW&C aircraft, Williamtown
The Squadron now has six E-7A Wedgetail aircraft, based on the Boeing 737-700, and
combines long-range surveillance radar, secondary radar, passive detection surveillance
receivers and tactical/strategic voice and data communications systems. The aircraft
provide the Australian Defence Force with the capabilities to survey, command, control
and coordinate a joint air, sea and land battle in real time.
Royal Australian Air Force “RAAF E-7A Wedgetail tour”, “E-7A Wedgetail's contribution to
OP OKRA” and “E-7A Wedgetail operating over Iraq” video links:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sYAk3fFacCE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BdE8eY1mJjw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lifuvpUtkKk

Royal Australian Air Force “Centenary of Australia’s First Flying Squadrons” video link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3fuf0t63V7U

2SQN RAAF Honours
Presidential Citation WW2
Unit Citation, Vietnam
Air Force Outstanding Unit Award, Vietnam

Motto:
Consilio et Manu
(To Advise and to Strike)
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SUGGESTED READING
“Highest Traditions” by John Bennett –
The History of No 2 Squadron, RAAF.
“Highest Traditions” is an excellent book
and covers in complete detail the story of
No 2 Squadron from its formation in
1916 to disbandment in 1982. John
Bennett served as a Navigator with No 2
Squadron in Vietnam from 26th
November 1969 to 26th November 1970.

VALE
Air Marshal Selwyn David Evans AC, DSO, AFC (Ret) passed away peacefully on 2nd September
2020. AIRMSHL Evans served as the Commanding Officer of No 2 Squadron in Vietnam from
23rd November 1967 to 19th November 1968.

MEMBERSHIP
Membership of No 2 Squadron Branch (Air Force Association Victorian) is open to all serving
and former members of No 2 Squadron, all serving and former Air Force members, their
dependants and all adults who have an aviation interest and support the aims and objects of
the Air Force Association. Application forms can be downloaded directly from the Air Force
Association Victoria website: https://afavic.org.au/index.php?action=join
Warm Regards and Stay Safe,

Walter Sherman
Walter Sherman
President
No 2 Squadron Branch (Air Force Association Victoria)
https://afavic.org.au/content/762/branch-2-squadron

29th September 2020
2SQN RAAF Honours
Presidential Citation WW2
Unit Citation, Vietnam
Air Force Outstanding Unit Award, Vietnam

Motto:
Consilio et Manu
(To Advise and to Strike)

