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▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬ 

ANZAC DAY REUNION APRIL 2024 – 
LUNCH & GENERAL MEETING 
Arrangements for our April Anzac Day 
Reunion lunch and meeting are: 

DATE: Thursday 18 April 2024 
TIME:    12 noon 
DATE:    Thursday, 7 September 2023 
VENUE: Bentleigh RSL, 538-540 Centre 
Road near the corner of Jasper Road, 
Bentleigh (Melway 77 E1) 
COST:  Meal and drinks at your own 
expense 
 
Members spouses, other family, friends and 
carers, and other interested AFA Members are 
all most welcome to join us. 
 
The venue is 400 metres east of the Bentleigh railway station on the Frankston 
line, with trains from the city every 15 minutes. A taxi stand is situated at the 
station. The RSL is wheelchair friendly. The main entrance is on Centre Road 
and RSL Members can enter via the rear car park door by swiping their RSL 
membership card. 
 

REUNION MEETING 
Following lunch, our General Meeting will be addressed by John Clarkson, 
recently appointed State President of the Air Force Association Victorian Branch. 
It is also hoped that AFAV RAAF Radar Branch Committee Member, Alex Parry, 
MBE, will brief members on recent developments at the Cape Otway precinct 
where our WWII RAAF Radar Interpretive and Interactive Exhibition is housed 
in the original 1942 13RS (Radar Station) Doover Building. The actual structure 
of the 13RS Doover is currently degrading with “concrete cancer” and action is 
being taken seeking a government grant to restore the building. 
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Please ensure our Reunion details are in your diaries! We are looking forward to 
being together again for this Reunion. Contact President Chris Harnath should 
you have any queries or issues. 

 
Advance notice: 
The same venue, 
Bentleigh RSL, 
has been booked 
for lunch on 
Thursday, 5 
September 2024. 
Please ensure this 
date is in your 
calendar now. 
 

 
 
 

AFAV MEMBERS MOBILITY ‘FREE’ TAXI SERVICE 
Air Force Association Members with mobility issues may be able to access AFA 
welfare assistance benefits to cover taxi costs to and from meetings and 
functions. Arrangements for this “free” taxi service for AFAV RAAF Radar Branch 
Members with mobility issues, particularly our WWII Veterans wishing to attend 
our 18 April Bentleigh RSL meeting MUST be made through President Chris 
Harnath. To make arrangements for a taxi, please contact Chris Harnath on 
0425 770011 by Tuesday, 16 April. 
 
ANZAC DAY SHRINE OF 
REMEMBRANCE MARCH 
2024 

 
The RSL has advised arrangements for the 
2024 Anzac Day March to the Shrine. 
For RAAF Radar Units, our form-up point 
for the 2024 Shrine March is Flinders 
Street East, north-side (between 
Swanston Street and Russell Street). Look 
for our white on blue RAAF Radar banner 
(see photo on right, Anzac Day 2023). 
Form-up time is scheduled for 9.30 am. 
Members and anyone else wishing to join 
us should be there 20 minutes before that 
time as the actual step-off time is 
dependent on the March progress. In the 
last couple of years, the actual time of 
step-off has been earlier than planned. For the 2023 March we actually stepped 
off 30 minutes early. 
The March will progress along the traditional route, from St Kilda/Swanston 
streets junction to the Eternal Flame on the Shrine forecourt. 

Anzac Day 2023, forming up under the RAAF 
Radar banner. Note WWII Veteran Terry 
McMahon, Radar Operator in the centre 

RAAF Radar Reunion Meeting September 2023 
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Members should note the RSL’s general guidelines issued for marchers: 

 Veterans are encouraged to march as they have earned that privilege; 
 Veterans must wear their medals showing their march entitlement; 
 Veterans unable to march can request a vehicle, with one carer, by 

immediately contacting President Chris Harnath on 0425770011 (*see 
special note below); 

 Family members wishing to march with our RAAF Radar Units on a 
Veteran’s behalf, must wear the Veteran’s medals. 

For the March, the RSL has notified: no photographs of Veterans, no prams and 
no sporting merchandise. 
 
*Special Note: The RSL has added a significant option for the vehicle transport 
of Veterans in the 2024 ANZAC Day Shrine March. This option entitles a  Veteran 
to an RACV vehicle service door to door. The vehicle will pick up the Veteran 
(plus their carer) from the Veteran’s home address and, for a RAAF Radar 
Veteran, join the March in Flinders Street behind our RAAF Radar banner. At 
the Shrine, after the March, the Veteran can join us at the Salvation Army 
refreshment station, prior to the RACV vehicle returning them to their home 
address. 
RAAF Radar Veterans known to be interested in Anzac Day March participation, 
and/or their family, have been contacted by President Chris Harnath, regarding 
RACV transport arrangements. Any other WWII RAAF Radar Veteran having a 
Shrine March transportation interest should immediately contact Chris Harnath 
(0425770011). 
 
FOLLOWING THE ANZAC DAY MARCH 
The RSL has advised that buses will again be available in Birdwood Avenue to 
return marchers to the city. However, after either marching or supporting our 
marchers along St Kilda Road, Members, family and friends are encouraged to 
join us at the Salvation Army refreshment station, just off the east side of the 
Shrine forecourt. Look for our white on blue RAAF Radar banner. 
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WWII RAAF RADAR UNITS - ANZAC DAY MARCH 2024 
MEDIA INFORMATION 
The following media release covers information on WWII RAAF Radar Units and 
has been provided to the RSL for use by Television and Radio commentators, 
during the 2024 ANZAC Day March to the Melbourne Shrine of Remembrance. 
 
RAAF RADAR UNITS: REPRESENTED BY THE COMBINED AIR FORCE 
ASSOCIATION VICTORIA RAAF RADAR BRANCH AND THE VICTORIAN 
RAAF RADAR ASSOCIATION INFORMATION ABOUT WWII RAAF RADAR 
 
Men and women who served on WWII RAAF Radar Stations, were recruited, 
trained and served under an extreme “veil of secrecy” from late 1940. The first 
ground-based RAAF Radar Stations operated on the coastlines of both the 
Australian mainland from early 1941 and Papua New Guinea, from early 1942. 
By the end of the Second World War there were over 140 RAAF Radar Stations 
spread around the South West Pacific sites, with many mobile stations operating 
at several sites situated around both the Australian mainland and the South 
West Pacific. Those Radar Stations were often situated in isolated, remote, 
inhospitable places, and at times in advance of the major campaigns or as part 
of the landings for such campaigns. 
 
Although little understood due to the veil of secrecy covering WWII Radar, it 
played a crucial and significant role in the protection of Australia and in the 
success of the Allied war effort, particularly in the South West Pacific. RAAF 
Radar provided timely warnings of impending attacks from both air and sea, as 
well as surveillance activities that included detecting and guiding friendly 
aircraft to safety. It is only in more recent times that the secret story of WWII 
RAAF Radar has become more accessible through the vision and initiative of our 
WWII RAAF Radar Veterans to record, publish and preserve their personal WWII 
service experiences. 
 
In 2020, that once secret story became more accessible through the opening of 
the only Interpretive and Interactive Exhibition focusing on WWII RAAF Radar. 
That Interpretive Exhibition is established in the original WWII Number 13 Radar 
Station “Doover” building situated in its isolation of the Cape Otway Lightstation 
precinct. The Exhibition includes audio recollections of veteran WWII Radar 
Operators and Radar Mechanics, together with a visual display of an operating 
WWII Radar Station and includes the original radar arial turning gear, within 
the 82-year-old Doover building. One of the audio recollections is of a Radar 
Operator who served at that actual Radar Station for 6 months in 1943. The 
Exhibition is a significant tourism attraction, introducing so many to the 
amazing story of WWII RAAF Radar for the first time. Anyone visiting South 
Western Victoria should visit 13RS in the Cape Otway Lightstation precinct and 
experience the story of WWII RAAF Radar now preserved within the isolation of 
that Radar Station “Doover” building. 
 
Today the RAAF Radar Banner is carried by the Great Grand-children of two 
WWII RAAF Radar Veterans and behind [It is hoped] there are three 99 year-old 
RAAF Radar Veterans in the RACV hosting vehicles. 
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13RS “DOOVER” BUNKER–BUILDING DETERIORATION 
 

 
 

 
The 13RS “Doover” bunker, built in 1942, that houses our WWII RAAF Radar 
Interpretive/Interactive Exhibition is currently degrading with “concrete cancer”. 
The 13RS bunker stands in the Cape Otway Lightstation precinct and is the 
responsibility of the Great Ocean Road Coast and Parks Authority (GORCPA).  
 
In 2023 GORCPA applied to the Federal Department of Climate Change, Energy, 
The Environment and Water for a Heritage Grant of $150,000 to fund the 
required rectification work on the structure of the 13RS Doover. The Victorian 
RAAF Radar Association/Air Force Association Victoria RAAF Radar Branch 
formally supported the GORCPA Grant application and was also able to have 
similar letters of support provided from Air Force Association President, Carl 
Schiller, and the RAAF Director General History and Heritage – Air Commodore 
Lawson, OAM. The 13RS Doover rectification work is critical for the future of the 
WWII RAAF Radar Exhibition that it now houses. As the Air Commodore 
succinctly stated in support of the Heritage Grant for 13RS: 
 

“13RS … remains an important reminder to current and future 
generations of a period when the Australian mainland came under 
direct threat from an adversary and of Australia’s ability to adapt and 
apply world-leading technologies to help counter that threat”. 

 

The decision on the grant application is likely around “press time” for this 
Newsletter. 
 

FADED ECHOES 
Traditionally our Newsletter Faded Echoes article pays tribute to WWII Veteran 
RAAF/WAAAF Radar Mechanics and Operators who have passed on. A tribute 
is usually published after our Secretary, Kath Cooney, becomes aware of a 
Veteran’s passing through contact with a Veteran’s family, friends, service mates 
and/or Members. We have not become aware of the passing of any of our 
Veterans since our last Members Newsletter in September 2023. Should any 
Member be aware of a Veteran’s passing, please notify Kath Cooney, in order to 
continue our tradition of Faded Echo tributes. 

RAAF Radar 
Veterans and 
Members at the 
Dedication 
Ceremony for 
the WWII 
RAAF Radar 
Interpretive 
Exhibition at 
13RS Cape 
Otway 19 
February 
2022   
 
Photo: A. Runting  


