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AFAV RAAF RADAR BRANCH/VIC RAAF RADAR ASSOC.

Newsletter August 2024 

▬▬▬▬▬▬▬ 
President:     Chris Harnath, 0425 770 011 Email: harnathc@bigpond.com 

Secretary:     Kath Cooney,  0438 211 785  Email: kathcooney21@gmail.com 

Treasurer:     Ian Tudball,     0425 722 037 

Historian:      Ian C McKellar, 

Committee:  Alex Parry, Cape Otway Lightstation 

Committee:  Stuart McKellar, 

 

▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬ 

REUNION LUNCH & GENERAL MEETING 

Thursday 5 September 2024 

TIME:    12 noon 

DATE:    Thursday, 5 September 2023 

VENUE: Bentleigh RSL, 538-540 Centre 

Road near the corner of Jasper Road, 

Bentleigh (Melway 77 E1) 

COST:  Meal and drinks at your own 

expense 

 
Members spouses, other family, friends and 

carers, and other interested AFAV Members 

are all most welcome to join us. 
 

The venue is 400 metres east of the Bentleigh railway station on the Frankston 

line, with trains from the city every 15 minutes. A taxi stand is situated at the 
station. The RSL is wheelchair friendly. The main entrance is on Centre Road 

and RSL Members can enter via the rear car park door by swiping their RSL 

membership card. 
 

Following lunch in the dining area, our General Meeting will follow in a 

separate area.  
 

Please ensure our Reunion date is in your diaries! We are looking forward to 

again being together for this Reunion. 
 

Contact President Chris Harnath or Secretary Kath Cooney should you have 

any queries or issues. 
 

Advance notice: At this stage, we are currently considering a 2025 special 

Reunion celebration because three of our WWII RAAF Radar Veterans will be 

celebrating their 100th birthday in the next 12 months. Please ensure this 

tentative date Sunday, 13 April 2025 is in your calendar now. Further advice 

will be provided.  
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AFAV MEMBERS MOBILITY ‘FREE’ TAXI SERVICE 
 

Air Force Association Members with mobility issues may be able to access AFA 

welfare assistance benefits to cover taxi costs to and from meetings and 
functions. AFAV/RAAF Radar Branch Members with mobility issues, 

particularly our WWII veterans, should contact President Chris Harnath 

(0425770011) to make arrangements regarding the availability of the mobility-
based taxi service for our Bentleigh RSL Reunion meeting on 5 September. 
 

ANZAC DAY MARCH MELBOURNE 2024 
 

For the second consecutive year, Anzac Day 2023 was a mild sunny day, 
perfect for the Melbourne ANZAC Day March. 

 

Following directly behind our Victorian RAAF Radar banner, three RACV cars 
drove our WWII Veterans, Terry McMahon (WWII Radar Operator) with 

daughter Moyna Prime, Beryl Mainon (WWII Radar Operator) with daughter 

Sandy Caust and David Westwood (WWII Radar Mechanic) with his wife Edith 
Westwood. Our group of twelve people of descendent family and friends 

followed at the rear. 2024 Banner bearers were Fraser Bryans (grand-nephew 

of Douglas Bowe) & David Cooney (grandson of WWII Veteran Len Ralph) 
 

To have three WWII RAAF Radar Veterans participating in the March was 

wonderful. We are very grateful to the RACV and the volunteer drivers who 
offered their time to make this happen, which involved pick-up from the 

Veteran’s door to the March and back home to their door. 

 
After completing the March we gathered as usual for Salvation Army 

refreshments, joined by several people, including some who were interested to 

find out more about relatives who were Radar Veterans. 
 

As usual, our day concluded with Terry McMahon’s rendition of the Song of 

R.D.F. Boys (tune: Bless Them All) circa 1943, composed during their MO72 
Radar Operators Course, by Faded Echo Veteran Len Phillips.  
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Our three WWII Veterans (L to R) David 
Westwood (Radar Mechanic), Beryl Mainon 
(Radar Operator) and Terry McMahon (Radar 
Operator) 

James Tudball and 
Association Treasurer, 
Ian Tudball, (grandson & 
son of WWII Radar 
Mechanic Keith Tudball) 

Terry McMahon sings Song of 
R.D.F. Boys, watched on by David 
Westwood 
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APRIL 2024 REUNION MEETING REPORT 
 

During our April 2024 Reunion Meeting at Bentleigh RSL, we enjoyed the 
company of fifteen attendees including two WWII Veterans David Westwood 
(WWII Radar Mechanic) and George Runting (WWII Radar Operator). John 
Clarkson, recently appointed President, AFA Victoria updated us on the latest 
developments within AFA. This was followed by an interesting discussion with 
Association Historian, Ian McKellar about his RAAF Radar publications. 
 

 

2024 Reunion Meeting at Bentleigh RSL 
 

13RS INTERPRETIVE EXHIBITION, CAPE OTWAY 
 

In the recent Air Force Association 
newsletter, Contact 2024, Winter Edition 79  
issue 2, it was pleasing to see the article 
about our WWII Interpretive/ Exhibition 
established in the original Number 13 Radar 
Station “Doover” building situated within the 
Cape Otway Lightstation precinct.  
Entitled “The Cape Otway WWII 13RS 
‘Doover’ Bunker is Deteriorating” it was based 
on several articles that have appeared in our 
previous newsletters. That article is available 

on the AFA website here. and it describes the concerning concrete cancer 
deterioration of the Doover building, and the efforts to seek funding for the 
essential rectification works. However since that article we have been advised 
that the funding application by the Great Ocean Road Coast and Parks 
Authority, supported by your Association and AFA was unsuccessful. 
Consideration will now focus on what next steps can be taken for this essential 
work.  
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VICTORIAN RAAF RADAR BANNER 
 

At all Association events and Marches, the RAAF Radar banner takes pride of 

place. Being about 76 years old, the cotton fabric is showing signs of age, and 

will need to be retired at some stage soon. 
 

It was made after 1948 by Evan Evans Manufacturers who still produce flags. It 
is likely that it was designed jointly by foundation Association Committee 

members, Joe Lynam (President) and Len Ralph (Secretary/Treasurer). The 

simple logo of a boomerang with a radio wave is very appropriate to represent 
the RAAF Radar Association. The banner was originally constructed using a 

sewing machine similar to ones used today by home sewers. Several repairs were 

hand stitched over the years by Len Ralph. Until Len’s passing in 2009, the 
banner was in his possession and then it was cared for by Veterans Beryl and 

Bob Mainon and finally President Chris Harnath. Its significance to the 

Association can never be underestimated. We are currently considering how best 
to organise a replacement and make suitable arrangements to preserve and 

honour the original banner. 

 

FADED ECHOES  
 
Traditionally our Newsletter Faded Echoes article pays tribute to WWII Veteran 
RAAF/WAAAF Radar Mechanics and Operators who have passed on.  
No such Faded Echoes have been notified since the last Newsletter of April 
2024, however, if members become aware of a Veteran’s passing, please notify 
Kath Cooney, to continue our tradition of Faded Echo tributes. 

 
 

If you have any Association matters including changes to your address please advise 

Secretary, Kath Cooney, by phone 0438 211785 or email, kathcooney21@gmail.com. 
 

 


