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ANZAC DAY REUNION - LUNCH & GENERAL MEETING

Arrangements for our April Anzac Day
Reunion lunch and meeting are:

TIME: 12 noon

DATE: Thursday, 20 April 2023
PLACE: Bentleigh RSL, 538-540 Centre
Road near the corner of Jasper Road,
Bentleigh (Melway 77 E1)

Members spouses, other family, friends,
and carers, and any other interested AFAV
Members are all most welcome to join us.

The venue is 400 metres east of the
Bentleigh railway station on the Frankston line, with trains from the city every
15 minutes. A taxi stand is situated at the station. The RSL is wheelchair
friendly. The main entrance is on Centre Road and RSL Members can enter via
the rear car park door by swiping their membership card and progressing to
the dining room.

REUNION MEETING SPECIAL PRESENTATION - POINT COOK

Following lunch, our General Meeting will include a special presentation by RAAF
Historian Dr Steve Campbell-Wright discussing the Point Cook RAAF Base,
including the WWII training of RAAF and WAAAF Radar Mechanics and
Operators. Steve’s career C.V. includes over forty years of Australian Defence
Force service, including 2017-18 deployment in the Middle-East Region
supporting the Air Task Force campaigns over Iraq and Syria. Holding a PHD in
History and Cultural Heritage, Steve took on the role as a RAAF Historian and is
recognised for his knowledge of the Point Cook RAAF Air Base that celebrated its
Centenary in 2022. Among Steve’s other Historian roles, he was appointed as a
Governor of the Melbourne Shrine of Remembrance in 2016.

Steve’s presentation covering just some the historical highlights of Point Cook
RAAF Base, is not to be missed!
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Please ensure our Reunion is in your diaries! We are looking forward to again
being together for this Reunion.
Contact President Chris Harnath should you have any queries or issues.

Advance notice: The same venue, Bentleigh RSL has been booked for lunch on
Thursday 7th September 2023. Please put this date in your calendar now.

AFAV MEMBERS MOBILITY ‘FREE’ TAXI SERVICE

Air Force Association Members with mobility issues may be able to access AFA
welfare assistance benefits to cover taxi costs to and from meetings and
functions. AFAV/RAAF Radar Branch Members with mobility issues,
particularly our WWII veterans, should contact President Chris Harnath
regarding the availability of the mobility-based taxi service for our Bentleigh
RSL Reunion meeting on 20 April. To make arrangements to attend our April
Reunion Meeting, please contact Chris Harnath on 0425 770011 by Tuesday,

18 April.

ANZAC DAY SHRINE OF REMEMBRANCE MARCH 2023

Although generally finalised, the RSL arrangements for the 2023 Anzac Day
March to the Shrine may be subject to change. The arrangements as they
currently affect RAAF Radar are covered in the following. Should the RSL notify
changes impacting RAAF Radar after this Newsletter has been emailed to
Members, a Members Alert will be emailed to notify Members. Otherwise, any
general changes can be monitored on the RSL’s website at
https:/ /rslvic.com.au/anzac-day-melbourne-2023/

-
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The RAAF Radar Units form-up \\ e P “z;:’:::fal ‘
point for the 2023 Shrine W = -
March is Flinders Street East

north-side (between Swanston
Street and Russell Street). This
point is the same as 2019,
prior to COVID disruptions.
Look for our white on blue
RAAF Radar banner (see photo
Anzac Day 2019, right).

Form-up time is scheduled for 10.30 am.
Members and anyone else wishing to join
us should be there no later than 10.15
am and ready to step-off around 11.00
am. Note: Dependent on the March
progress, it is possible that our RAAF
Radar Units could be directed to step
off prior to 11.00 am.
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The 2023 Anzac March will progress along the traditional route, from St
Kilda/Swanston streets junction to the Eternal Flame on the Shrine forecourt.
Members should note the RSL’s general guidelines issued for Marchers:

e Veterans are encouraged to March as they have earned that privilege;

e Veterans must wear their medals showing their March entitlement;

e Veterans unable to march can request a vehicle, with one carer, by
immediately contacting President Chris Harnath on 0425770011 (*see
special note below);

e family members wishing to March with our RAAF Radar Units on a
Veteran’s behalf, must wear the Veteran’s medals.

For the March, the RSL has notified: no photographs, no prams and no
sporting merchandise.

*Special Note: RAAF Radar Veterans known to be interested in Anzac Day
March participation, and/or their family, have been contacted by President
Chris Harnath, regarding transport arrangements. WWII Veterans will be in
vehicles following our RAAF Radar Units. WWII Veteran Members having
March transportation interest should contact Chris Harnath (0425 770 011)
and monitor the RSL’s website.

Following The Anzac Day March

The RSL has advised that buses will again be available in Birdwood Avenue to
return Marchers to the city. However, after either marching or supporting our
Marchers along St Kilda Road, Members, family and friends are encouraged to
join us at the Salvation Army refreshment station, just off the east side of the

Shrine forecourt. Look for our white on blue RAAF Radar banner.

WWII RAAF RADAR UNITS-ANZAC DAY MARCH 2023
MEDIA INFORMATION

The following media release covers information on WWII RAAF Radar Units and
has been provided to the RSL for use by Television and Radio commentators,
during the 2023 ANZAC Day March to the Melbourne Shrine of Remembrance.

RAAF RADAR UNITS: REPRESENTED BY THE COMBINED AIR FORCE
ASSOCIATION VICTORIA RAAF RADAR BRANCH AND THE VICTORIAN
RAAF RADAR ASSOCIATION

INFORMATION ABOUT WWII RAAF RADAR

Men and women who served on WWII RAAF Radar Stations, were recruited,
trained and served under an extreme “veil of secrecy” from late 1940.

The first ground-based RAAF Radar Stations operated on the coastlines of both
the Australian mainland and Papua New Guinea, from early 1941. By the end
of the Second World War there were over 140 RAAF Radar Stations spread
across the South West Pacific as well as the Australian mainland. They were
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often sited in isolated, remote, inhospitable places, and at times in advance of
the major campaigns or as part of the landings for such campaigns.

Although little understood, WWII RAAF Radar played a crucial and significant
role in the protection of Australia and in the success of the Allied war effort,
particularly in the South West Pacific. RAAF Radar provided timely warnings of
impending attacks from both air and sea, as well as surveillance activities that
included detecting and guiding friendly aircraft to safety.

It is only in more recent times that the secret story of WWII RAAF Ground
Radar has become more accessible through the vision and initiative of our
WWII Radar Veterans to record, publish and preserve their personal WWII
service experiences.

In June 2020 that once secret story became more accessible through the
opening of the only Interpretive and Interactive Exhibition focusing on WWII
RAAF Radar, during the challenges of the COVID pandemic. The Interpretive
Exhibition is actually established in the original WWII Number 13 Radar
Station “Doover” building situated in the isolation of the Cape Otway
Lightstation precinct.

The Exhibition includes audio recollections of veteran WWII Radar Operators
and Radar Mechanics, together with a visual display of an operating WWII
Radar Station within the 80-year-old Doover building. One of the audio
recollections is of a Radar Operator who served at that actual Radar Station for
6 months in 1943.

The Exhibition experienced increasing tourism interest through the last
summer season, introducing so many to the amazing story of WWII RAAF
Radar for the first time. Anyone visiting South Western Victoria should visit
13RS at the Cape Otway Lightstation precinct and experience the story of WWII
RAAF Radar now preserved within the isolation of that Radar Station “Doover”
building.

Radar Exhibition Dedication 2022
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REPORT 1-ANZAC DAY MARCH MELBOURNE 2022

After two years of COVID disruptions, Anzac Day 2022 was a mild/warm
sunny day, perfect for the Melbourne ANZAC Day March. However, our
numbers marching with our Victorian
RAAF Radar Banner were down, in part
due to our awkward assembly point in the
March. As a result,
only one WWII
Veteran, Terry
McMahon, Radar
Operator, was able
to join us, hosted in
an RACV vehicle. As
usual, Terry’s family
accompanied him to

the March via train WWII Veteran Terry McMahon
from Geelong.

David Westwood, WWII Radar Mechanic, and his wife
Edith used the chauffeured RSL/RACV car option, from
and to home and the Shrine forecourt with reserved
Shrine seating.

We stepped off for the March with ten persons (Veteran,
family and friends) with an additional three joining us
during the March.

David Westwood
WWII Radar Our banner bearers were Asher and Fraser Bryans, Great

Mechanic, and  Grandchildren of

his wife Edith our ‘Faded Echo’

Westwood Member, Doug

Bowe, WWII

Radar Operator. Such involvement of
later generations of our WWII
Veterans is so important for the future
of our Branch/Association.

There was strong support from .

family/friends along St Kilda Road Banner bearers Asher and Fraser Bryans, Great

and we completed the march with over Grandchildren of ‘Faded Echo’ Member, Doug Bowe,
. WWII Radar Operator

25 persons gathering together for

Salvation Army refreshments. Of course, our day concluded with Terry

McMahon’s rendition of the Song of R.D.F. Boys, circa 1943.
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ANZAC DAY 2022 PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS
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The RAAF Radar mob, enjoying the post March refreshments H

ANZAC DAY 2022, Asher
Bryans, Fraser Bryans with
WWII Veteran Terry McMahon

SERY ST
ANZAC Day March 2022, with Terry McMahon
singing the Song of R.D.F. Boys, circa 1943
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REPORT 2 - ANZAC DAY REUNION MEETING APRIL 2022
CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION - IAN McKELLAR

- N
. M
Special Certificate of Appreciation presentation to Ian McKellar by WWII Veterans
Beryl Mainon, WAAAF Radar Operator, and David Westwood, RAAF Radar
Mechanic with Association President Chris Harnath,

On the occasion of our Anzac Day Reunion 2022, held at the Bentleigh RSL,
AFAV RAAF Radar Branch/Vic RAAF Radar Association Historian, Ian
McKellar, was awarded a Special Certificate of Appreciation ‘for outstanding
commitment, support and service to WWII RAAF Radar Veterans in researching,
recording and preserving what has been their ‘secret wartime story’.

[an’s interest in RAAF Radar commenced shortly after WWII when, together
with his father, he first visited Cape Otway Lightstation, including the #13
RAAF Radar Station (RS13), Doover Building. lan’s Radar interest was to later
develop through his passion for bushwalking, which led to him to again
encountering remnants of WWII RAAF Radar while walking on Wilsons
Promontory. On this occasion it was 14RS at the Promontory Lightstation. His
engineering background also encouraged his interest in various Radar
equipment available through War Disposal retail outlets. This led to Ian’s
growing relationships with a number of WWII RAAF Radar Veterans who had
identified the need to lift the veil of secrecy over the WWII story of RAAF Radar
and to preserve and record that story for future generations. Those Radar
Veterans included Ed Simonds, Norm Smith, Warren and Helen Man, Len
Ralph, Alex Culvenor and Beryl and Bob Mainon, together with their Victorian
RAAF Radar Association.

This all resulted in Ian becoming an author/editor through his thorough
research of five books focusing on Australian coastal WWII RAAF Radar
Stations. His first book in 2004 was ‘History and Memories of 14 Radar Station
Wilsons Promontory’ (three editions), followed in 2010 by ‘Defending the Eye of
the Needle, a History of Cape Otway 1939-1945’ (three editions), then in 2015
by ‘Mutee Head RS North Queensland 1942-1950’°, and in 2016 by ‘World War II
Radar Station, Grassy Hill, Cooktown’ and lastly, in 2019, by ‘Flinders Island
Secret, the Untold Story of 1RS WWII Radar Station’.
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Ian’s Special Certificate of Appreciation also referred to a number of additional
highlights in his service to WWII RAAF Radar and Radar Veterans.

As a member of the VRAAFRA for more than 20 years, lan was recognised for
his historian skills; he was Secretary for more than eight years and he
continues in the role of the AFAV RAAF Radar Branch/VRAAFRA Historian. It
was also through Ian’s endeavours that the secret status covering the WWII
Radar Mechanics Training Manual for over 70 years, was finally removed.

For many years Ian has assisted WWII Veteran’s families in accessing Veteran’s
WWII records and preserving those Veterans’ memorabilia in the W/C Pete
Smith WWII RAAF Radar Collection held at the Point Cook RAAF Museum.
Following more than eight years of joint planning, lan was involved in the
establishment of the WWII RAAF Radar Interpretive Exhibition at 13RS Cape
Otway in 2020, and its dedication in February 2022.

[an’s Special Certificate of Appreciation was presented to him by WWII

Veterans Beryl Mainon, WAAAF Radar Operator, and David Westwood, RAAF
Radar Mechanic.

REPORT 3 - SEPTEMBER 2022 RAAF RADAR REUNION
MEETING

N Our September 2022 Reunion

‘NAF \'R R ﬁf ” l- Meeting of Members gathered at
L 7 v .\ L ]
> 3 I .

Bentleigh RSL following the usual
Reunion lunch on Thursday, 8
September 2022.

WWII Army Reserve Sergeant, Bill

Foley, was a special guest at that

Reunion meeting. Bill related his

experience on 26 February 1942

when a Japanese reconnaissance

plane flew over his anti-aircraft

Ian McKellar, Bill Babb (seated) with gun position in the vicinity of the

WWII Veteran George Runting, Kath Cooney Point Cook and Laverton Air

Force Bases on its observation

mission of the city of Melbourne and Port Phillip Bay. This event occurred

during the construction phase of 13RS at Cape Otway, about four months
prior to it becoming operational.

Details of this WWII Japanese mission are covered in AFAV RAAF Radar
Historian, lan McKellar’s book on RS13, “Defending the Eye of the Needle, A
History of Cape Otway 1939-1945”. The float plane was launched from a
Japanese submarine in Bass Strait, near King Island, making its first land
contact near Cape Otway. However, until Bill’s address we had no details of the
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actual first sighting of the float plane, which descended out of cloud close to
Bill’s anti-aircraft gun position at 6.45 am that day.

Bill’s recollections of the actions taken at that time adds another facet to Ian
McKellar’s description of the Japanese reconnaissance flight in his book. Bill
confirmed that when they identified the plane, they sought permission to open
fire, but they were directed only to observe. The plane continued on,
completing its mission and being picked up by the submarine near King
Island. Bill’s clear recall of the actions taken in the short time the Japanese
plane was in their vicinity was of great interest to those attending our meeting.

Bill was thanked for his presentation with a copy of Ian McKellar’s book, which
will assist Bill in understanding his “role” in that interesting WWII event, some
80 years thereafter.

Members are reminded that Ian McKellar’s book, “Defending the Eye of the
Needle, A History of Cape Otway 1939-1945” has recently been reprinted and
copies can be purchased in addition to Ian’s other four books on WWII RAAF
Radar (mentioned in Report 2 above), by contacting President, Chris Harnath.

REPORT 4 - NOVEMBER 2022 ANNUAL RETURN TO
POINT COOK PILGRIMAGE

The Air Force Association’s (AFA) annual Return to Point Cook’ Pilgrimage
occurred on Sunday, 6 November 2022, after the last couple of years of COVID
restrictions having prevented its occurrence.

Our Members who
have formally joined
AFA are welcome to
attend those annual

(52

I'HIS PLAQUE COMMEMORATES

THE VITAL CONTRIBUTION Pﬂgrimages, together
MADE TO THE AUSTRALIAN WAR EFFORT IN WORLD WAR II BY

NO 1 SIGNALS SCHOOL RAAF POINT COOK with  their partners.

WHERE THOUSANDS OF RAAF, WAAAF AND USAAC TECHNICAL PERSONNEL The 2022 Pllgrlmage
WERE TRAINED AS HIGHLY EFFECTIVE
WIRELESS RADAR AND ELECTRICAL MECHANICS AND WIRELESS OPERATORS Ceremony was

THEY SERVED WITH DISTINCTION THROUGHOUT AUSTRALIA AND THE SOUTH-WEST PACIFIC AREA. 1
conducted at Point

Cook parade ground,
ERECTED BY MEMBERS OF
THE VICTORIAN RAAF RADAR ASSOCIATION DEDICATED 8 NOVEMBER 2009 followed by a luncheon
at the combined
Officers/Sergeants mess, RAAF Laverton Base, with a presentation from guest
speaker Hugh Dolan completing the eventful day.

Following WWII Army Reserve Sergeant Bill Foley’s presentation to our
September 2022 Reunion meeting, (see above Report 3 covering our September
2022 Reunion), we were able to organise an invitation for Bill to attend the AFA
November 2022 Point Cook Pilgrimage, some 80 years after he was in charge of
an anti-aircraft gun protecting that RAAF Base.



AFAV RAAF Radar Branch/Vic RAAF Radar Assoc. Newsletter April 2023

Members may recall it was at the AFA
November 2009 Point Cook
Pilgrimage Ceremony that our
Victorian RAAF Radar Association
dedicated a Plaque commemorating
the vital contribution to the war effort
made by No. 1 Signals School RAAF
Point Cook. It was at that school that
thousands of RAAF, WAAAF and
USAAC technical personnel trained
as Wireless, Radar and Electrical
Mechanics, and Wireless Operators.

WWII Veteran members at Plaque Dedication

FADED ECHOES Ceremony, Point Cook, 8 November 2009

Traditionally our Newsletter Faded Echoes article pays tribute to WWII Veteran
RAAF /WAAAF Radar Mechanics and Operators who have passed on. A tribute
is usually published after our Secretary, Kath Cooney, becomes aware of a
Veteran’s passing through contact with a Veteran’s family, friends, service
mates and Members.

However, no Faded Echoes have been notified since the last Newsletter of April
2022. Should any Member be aware of a Veteran’s passing, please notify Kath
Cooney, in order to continue our tradition of Faded Echo tributes.

If you have any Association matters including changes to your address please
advise the Secretary Kath Cooney by phone 0438 211785 or email,
kathcooney2l@gmail.com. If you have an e-mail address it would be
appreciated if you would accept mail by that means, to reduce your
Association’s costs and enabling faster communication with you.
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