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AFAV RAAF RADAR BRANCH/VIC RAAF RADAR ASSOC.

Newsletter August 2025 

▬▬▬▬▬▬▬ 
President:     Chris Harnath, 0425 770 011 Email: harnathc@bigpond.com 

Secretary:     Kath Cooney,  0438 211 785 Email: kathcooney21@gmail.com 

Treasurer:     Ian Tudball,     0425 722 037 

Historian:      Ian C McKellar, 

Committee:  Alex Parry, 0438 964 674, Cape Otway Lightstation 

Committee:  Stuart McKellar, 

 

▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬ 

REUNION LUNCH & GENERAL MEETING 

Thursday 4 September 2025 

TIME:    12 noon 

DATE:    Thursday, 4 September 2025 

VENUE: Bentleigh RSL, 538-540 Centre 

Road near the corner of Jasper Road, 

Bentleigh (Melway 77 E1) 

COST:  Meal and drinks at your own 

expense 

 

Members spouses, other family, friends and 
carers, and other interested AFAV Members 
are all most welcome to join us. 

 
The venue is 400 metres east of the Bentleigh railway station on the Frankston 
line, with trains from the city every 15 minutes. A taxi stand is situated at the 

station. The RSL is wheelchair friendly. The main entrance is on Centre Road 
and RSL Members can enter via the rear car park door by swiping their RSL 

membership card. 
 
Lunch in the separate room at the back of the dining area, will be followed by 

our General Meeting. Our guest, Colonel Jason Cooke, who is the ANZAC Day 
Melbourne Shrine March Chief Marshall, will address our meeting on his 

experiences of ANZAC Day Marches. David Westwood, our Centenarian WWII 
RAAF Radar Mechanic, will also report on his representation of RAAF Radar at 
the 80th Anniversary of the End of WWII Last Post Ceremony at the Australian 

War Memorial, Canberra. 
 
Contact President Chris Harnath, or Secretary Kath Cooney should you have 

any queries or issues. 
 

Advance notice: ANZAC Day reunion: 
Our 2026 ANZAC Day Reunion will be held at Bentleigh RSL on Thursday 23 

April 2026. Please make sure this date is in your diaries.  

mailto:harnathc@bigpond.com
mailto:Email:%20kathcooney21@gmail.com
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AFAV Members Mobility ‘Free’ Taxi Service 
 

Air Force Association Members with mobility issues may be able to access AFA 

welfare assistance benefits to cover taxi costs to and from meetings and 
functions. AFAV/RAAF Radar Branch Members with mobility issues, 

particularly our WWII Veterans, should contact President Chris Harnath 
(0425770011) to make arrangements regarding the availability of the mobility-
based taxi service for our Bentleigh RSL Reunion meeting on 4 September. 
 

ANZAC DAY SHRINE MARCH MELBOURNE 

2025 
 

Although showers were threatened for ANZAC Day 2025, it 
was a mild sunny day, ideal for the Melbourne Shrine ANZAC 
Day March. 

 

In recognition of four of our WWII RAAF Radar Vets, David 
Westwood, Terry McMahon, Beryl Mainon and George 

Runting, celebrating their 100th birthdays, the RSL 
honoured them in the Melbourne Shrine ANZAC Day March 
by positioning them in the formal party, leading the RAAF 

March contingent in their RACV chauffeured vehicles. 
Although this meant our four Vets did not march behind the 

Association banner, their RACV chauffeurs ensured they were 
able to join those family, friends and supporters who 
marched with our banner, over what has become the 

traditional Salvation Army refreshments after the March. The 
Banner bearers for 2025 were Fraser Bryans, Asher Bryans, 
(grand-nephew/niece of Douglas Bowe (Radar Mechanic) and 

Sarah Cooney, Alix Curtin (granddaughter/grand son-in-law 
of Len Ralph (Radar Mechanic) 

 
  

Beryl Mainon (Radar 
Operator) 

George Runting (Radar 
Operator) 

Terry McMahon (Radar 
Operator) 

David Westwood (Radar 
Mechanic) 
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The RSL/RACV planning that chauffeurs our WWII Veterans door/(home)-to-
door provides the opportunity for them to continue to participate in ANZAC 

Day Marches. As such, it also provides the opportunity to conclude our 
participation in the ANZAC Day March with our WWII Centenarian Radar 

Operator, Terry McMahon’s rendition of The Song of the RDF Boys (Tune: Bless 

Them All), composed by Faded Echo Veteran Len Phillips during their 1943 
Radar Operator’s Course, MO72. 

 

RAAF Radar ANZAC Day March 2025. Front 

row, L to R WWII RAAF Radar Veterans, 

Beryl Mainon, David Westwood, George 

Runting with Terry McMahon (standing 
under Radar Banner) with many family and 

friends 

March 2025: Terry McMahon (WWII Radar 

Operator sings Song of R.D.F. Boys 
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80th ANNIVERSARY ENDING OF WWII 

 
Friday, 15 August 2025 marked both the 80th Anniversary of WWII VP Day 
(the Japanese surrender) and the 80th Anniversary of the ending of WWII. This 
report covers the involvement of several of our WWII Centenarian Veterans in 

events on that special day of 
commemoration. 
 

The principal event was a Last Post 
ceremony held at the Australian War 

Memorial in Canberra. 
David Westwood, RAAF Radar 
Mechanic, was one of 12 WWII vets 

invited by the Department of Veteran 
Affairs to attend the commemoration 

service at the Australian War 
Memorial. David was accompanied by 
his wife Edith and his son Ken as 

carer. David has written about the 
event (see following article), and he will 
provide further details of the 

Australian War Memorial ceremony at 
our 4 September Reunion Meeting. 

 
More DVA photos are available via 
link. 

 
Department of Defence photos 
available here 

 
George Runting, RAAF Radar Operator, was interviewed 

by both Channel 7 and RSL Victoria, particularly 
regarding his memories of the celebrations of VP Day in 
1945. George’s Channel 7 interview was featured in 

their VP Day Eve news bulletin. The RSL used part of 
their interview with George in a Facebook promotion of 

the 80th Anniversary Commemorative Service at the 
Melbourne Shrine on 15 August 2025. 
 

See George’s RSL interview on the RSL Vic website here. 
  

David and Edith Westwood at the 

commemoration service at the Australian War 

Memorial, 15/08/2025 

George Runting in the 

Channel 7 Interview 

https://www.flickr.com/gp/193383604@N07/XH615p77KW
https://lightroom.adobe.com/shares/0ddd860abd8f4af994ca37e91e2ad8ea
https://rslvic.com.au/news/second-world-war-veteran-george-runting-was-19-on-the-first-victory-day/
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Toorak RSL Sub-Branch held a 15 August 2025 
commemorative service and lunch with some 16 WWII Vets in 
attendance. Terry McMahon, RAAF Radar Operator, accepted 

their invitation to join that event and described it as a special 
day. 
 

 
President Chris Harnath, with Stuart McKellar, (son of 

Association Historian Ian McKellar), carried our RAAF Radar 
banner at the Melbourne Shrine Last Post and Wreath Laying 
Ceremony on 15 August. The crocheted AFA wreath represents 

all Air Force Units. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Terry McMahon 
(Radar Operator) 

L to R, RSL Marshall Bruce (Stretch) Jarvis, Stuart McKellar, 

AFAVic President John Clarkson, Chris Harnath and Colonel 

Jason Cooke who was the MC at the Shrine of Remembrance 

President Chris Harnath 

Stuart McKellar 
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David Westwood writes: Commemorating the 80th anniversary 
of the end of the Second World War: 15 August 2025 – Victory 
in the Pacific. 
 

At the strong invitation of the Department of Veterans' Affairs, I was 
encouraged to take up the offer of travel to Canberra to attend the 
commemoration event to mark the 80th anniversary of the end of the Second 

World War. Before adding further comments, I wish to express my grateful  
thanks to the DVA and, particularly, to Sarah Kennedy, Assistant Secretary 

Commemorations, and her team for their fantastic contribution towards 
making this experience so worthwhile and enjoyable. Only 12 veterans were 
able and willing to participate in this event and each had a carer who travelled 

with them and attended to their personal needs. Our GP denied Edith the right 
to care for me and our son, Ken, stepped in to fill that role. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
The DVA was extremely generous, providing the costs of all travel, 
accommodation and meals, such that no veteran or carer was out of pocket in 

any way. Each veteran travelled Business Class, the carers, Economy, but the 
difference was barely recognisable. 

 
Prior to boarding the aircraft in Melbourne on Thursday 14 August, I was 
interviewed by a reporter from the ABC, the interview being aired on the PM 

program that evening. At each change of mode of travel we were met by DVA 
staffers who saw us to the next stage of the journey. 

 
In Canberra we were driven to the Hyatt Hotel where the accommodation was 
first class. The meals were excellent and Sarah was always at the end of her 

mobile phone ready to attend to any request we might make. The Hotel 
provided a wheelchair to enable me to cover the distances from place to place. 

Front Row, far left: David Westwood and Edith Westwood 
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Because my legs could not handle the distance between steps on the bus, we 
were provided with a taxi. Following a rest and a meal, we needed to decide 

whether to attend the RAAF band concert and we were so glad that we did. The 
theatre was packed out and the performance was excellent. The massive screen 

behind the band changed constantly with images from the war. 
 
Next morning the group met at the hotel to discuss arrangements for the Last 

Post and the Australian War Memorial. We decided that our wreath would be 
laid by three veterans representing each of the Services. At around 3 PM we 
met again at the Australian War Memorial and, in the new entrance (out of the 

strong wind), met personally the Governor General (who presented each 
veteran with the GG’s own medal), the Minister for Veterans' Affairs and a host 

of photographers. We then added poppies to our wreath and moved to the 
commemorative area for the most impressive Last Post ceremony. The DVA 
staff provided blankets to cover our knees. 

 
The entire surrounds of the Memorial Pool were covered with wreaths laid by 

foreign diplomats, school representatives and many others. The ceremony over, 
we moved to the parade ground to await the fly–over of a modern fighter plane 
and were then taken back to the Hyatt, where a special menu offering was 

available. 
 
Next morning we enjoyed a hearty breakfast and met with a friend before 

leaving for the airport and once again being cared for by DVA staffers until we 
reached our home. We express our warmest thanks to DVA, Sarah and the 

DVA staff for such a memorable experience as this has been. 

 

FADED ECHOES  
 
Traditionally our Newsletter Faded Echoes article pays tribute to WWII Veteran 

RAAF/WAAAF Radar Mechanics and Operators who have passed on.  
No such Faded Echoes have been notified since the last Newsletter, however, if 
members become aware of a Veteran’s passing, please notify Kath Cooney to 

continue our tradition of Faded Echo tributes. 

 
 
If you have any Association matters including changes to your address please advise 

Secretary, Kath Cooney, by phone 0438 211785 or email, kathcooney21@gmail.com. 
 

 

mailto:kathcooney21@gmail.com

