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President: Chris Harnath, 03 9720 4674 Email: harnathc@bigpond.com

Secretary: Kath Cooney, 0438 211 785 Email: kathcooney21@gmail.com

Treasurer: Ian Tudball, 0425 722 037

Historian:  Ian C McKellar, 03 9729 4359

Committee: Alex Parry, Cape Otway Lightstation A

REUNION LUNCH & GENERAL MEETING
Thursday 7 September 2023

TIME: 12 noon

DATE: Thursday, 7 September 2023
VENUE: Bentleigh RSL, 538-540 Centre
Road near the corner of Jasper Road,
Bentleigh (Melway 77 E1)

COST: Meal and drinks at your own
expense

Members spouses, other family, friends and
carers, and other interested AFAV Members
are all most welcome to join us.

The venue is 400 metres east of the Bentleigh railway station on the Frankston
line, with trains from the city every 15 minutes. A taxi stand is situated at the
station. The RSL is wheelchair friendly. The main entrance is on Centre Road
and RSL Members can enter via the rear car park door by swiping their RSL
membership card.

Following lunch in the dining area, our General Meeting will follow in a
separate area.

Please ensure our Reunion date is in your diaries! We are looking forward to
again being together for this Reunion.

Contact President Chris Harnath or Secretary Kath Cooney should you have
any queries or issues.

Advance notice: The same venue, Bentleigh RSL, has been booked for lunch on
Thursday, 18 April 2024. Please ensure this date is in your 2024 calendar now.
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AFAV MEMBERS MOBILITY ‘FREE’ TAXI SERVICE

Air Force Association Members with mobility issues may be able to access AFA
welfare assistance benefits to cover taxi costs to and from meetings and
functions. AFAV/RAAF Radar Branch Members with mobility issues,
particularly our WWII veterans, should contact President Chris Harnath
(0425770011) to make arrangements regarding the availability of the mobility-
based taxi service for our Bentleigh RSL Reunion meeting on 7 September.

ANZAC DAY MARCH MELBOURNE 2023

Anzac Day 2023 was again a

=~ mild/warm sunny day, perfect for
 the Melbourne ANZAC Day March.

" Our WWII Veteran, Terry McMahon,

__ Radar Operator, was able to join us,

hosted in his RACV vehicle,

- accompanied by his daughter Moyna,

. after travelling by train from Geelong.

. David Westwood, WWII Radar
Mechanic, and his wife Edith were
) again able to use the chauffeured
# RSL/RACV car option from home
with reserved Shrine forecourt
seating.

We stepped off for the March with
seven persons (Veteran and family
members) behind our Victorian RAAF
Radar banner.

After completing the March we gathered
for Salvation Army refreshments, and
as usual, our day concluded with Terry
McMahon’s rendition of the Song of
R.D.F. Boys, circa 1943.

il

Approaching the Shrine - see flyover plane top
right
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Marching up to the forecourt, passing the VIP assembly area.
Note WWII Veteran David Westwood standing towards the front of the marquee
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APRIL 2023 REUNION MEETING REPORT - POINT
COOK PRESENTATION

During our April 2023 Reunion Meeting at Bentleigh RSL, we were fortunate to
have a presentation by Dr Steve Campbell-Wright covering a history of the
Point Cook RAAF Base. Steve is recognised for his knowledge of the Point Cook
RAAF Base and he provided a most interesting journey of some of the historical
highlights of the RAAF Base, which included reference to the WWII training of
RAAF and WAAAF Radar Mechanics and Operators.

With over 40 years of Australian Defence Force service, combined with his
qualifications, including a PHD in History and Cultural Heritage, Steve’s
current RAAF Historian role provides opportunities to further explore RAAF
history and particularly RAAF Radar history. With this in mind, we are hoping
that Steve can again join a future Reunion Meeting focusing on aspects of

3 4 = 3 =
Edith Westwood, David Westwood (WWII Radar Dr Steve Campbell-Wright covering a history of
Mechanic), Dr Steve Campbell-Wright, and George the Point Cook RAAF Base at the Reunion
Runting (WWII Radar Operator) enjoying lunch at the meeting.
April 2023 Reunion Meeting at Bentleigh RSL

FADED ECHOES

The passing of the following Radar people has come to our notice since the last
newsletter. Our sincere sympathy goes to all their families and friends. Please
contact us if you have information about other Radar people who could be
included in this newsletter.

Eric William Penfold

15 July 1923-5 May 2023

Service No 127342; Leading Aircraftsman
Radar Operator; Course MO72

This Faded Echo Tribute for Eric Penfold is based on Eric’s recall of his life
experiences recorded in his written memoirs, which provide a particularly
graphic account of his WWII RAAF Radar service with 323 RS (Radar Station),
in Dutch New Guinea (now Irian Jaya) from August 1943 to September 1944.
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Eric was the sixth of ten children born to Alick Penfold and May (Hyder), near
St Arnaud, North West Victoria. He attended Cope Cope Primary and Donald
Higher Elementary schools before commencing Primary School student teacher
training in March 1942. Eric’s teaching career was put on hold when he
volunteered for RAAF service, commencing on 25 February 1943.

After completing his rookie training on 4 April 1943, Eric then graduated as a
Radar Operator at Richmond RAAF Base in May 1943.

On 16 May 1943 Eric was posted to Mascot Aerodrome where 323 RS was
forming up. His unit left Townsville on 16 July 1943 with their Radar
equipment on several Douglas C47s, finally landing at Merauke, Dutch New
Guinea (DNG), the following day. After camping there, the 323 RS Unit
travelled by army barge for three days to the chosen site for the Radar Station,
close to the native village of Boepel on the Merauke River, some 200 river miles
from Merauke. 323 RS first became operational (date unknown) at ground level
but soon after the Radar equipment was moved to a 15-foot stand built nearby
with the plotting room beneath that stand. Eric was promoted to Leading
Aircraftsman on 30 November 1943.

After some nine months or so of
operations and with the Japanese forces
retreating back along the coast, the 323
RS was no longer required to cover
Hollandia (Jayapura), which was taken
by the Allies on 22 February 1944.
During March 1944 Eric was part of an
advance party to relocate 323 RS to

1 Mappi Post, on the Deogel River, which
included the first Catalina landing on
that river. The Mappi Post location was
less hospitable and more isolated, low
swampy, mosquito-ridden terrain,
devoid of animal/bird life, (except crocs),
with active headhunter tribes that
‘objected’ to all ‘newcomers’. With the
rest of the unit arriving by mid-June,
the 323 RS LW-AW Radar set became
operational on 2 July 1944, established
on a log stand 25-feet high (see photo on
left).

Eric’s overseas service ended with his
: posting back to Australia on 30 August
e My /72071 1944, being some “... of the best news

- that I had heard for over 12 months”.
Leaving Mappi Post on 31 August 1944 via a three-day boat trip, through the
Marianna Straits and the Arafura Sea and then flying via a DC3 Douglas
transport on 2 September 1944, Eric landed at Jacky Jacky (Higginsfield)
Airfield Cape York, kissing the “Aussie soil ... what a feeling to be home again!”

5
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Finally, Eric reported to the Melbourne Cricket Ground (No.1 Personnel Depot)
on 11 September 1944.

Although DNG was classified as a six-months service area, due to the poor
conditions of service experienced, Eric had actually served 13.5 months in
DNG, all before turning 21. From that time until his discharge on 28 July
1945, Eric was posted to several Victorian RAAF depots, including No.1 Flying
Boat Repair at Lake Boga where he worked on Catalina Radar equipment.

In Mid 1945 he applied for a re-mustering as a Radar Mechanic, as well as a
discharge ‘to resume civil occupation’ as a teacher. When offered both, Eric
chose discharge, returning to both teaching and university study after two
years and five months RAAF service. He taught at various Melbourne high
schools until retiring as Scoresby High School Principal in 1983, but he
continued in emergency/casual teaching roles until he was 72.

Eric married Florence Beer on 13 May 1950. They had two children, Lynette
and Ross. In his memoirs, he observes he was “..lucky to have had 44 years of
a very happy marriage”, until Florence’s passing in May 1994.

Throughout his life Eric was an active member of his communities, never
forgetting his early life in Cope Cope. He was a keen fox/duck hunter and
enjoyed Australia-wide travel. In his memoirs Eric also reflects on his WWII
RAAF Radar service: “The comradeship and bonding that existed between
servicemen is something that never wanes. It is great just to meet up with old
mates and relive some of the past, in conversation”.

= Lric Penfold has been a longstanding

¥ Veteran Member of the Victorian RAAF

# Radar Association and more recently the

| AFAV RAAF Radar Branch. Over the
years Eric regularly attended Melbourne
. Anzac Day Marches together with his

P long-time mate Terry McMahon, who he

=% first met in RAAF rookie training in 1943

and then trained with in course MO72

for Radar Operators at Richmond RAAF

. Base NSW. Whenever the occasion arose,

.. such as gathering for refreshments

Y following ANZAC Day Marches, Eric and

/ . . Terry would sing their rendition of “The
\. . 4 SERERRRNEY Song Of The R.D.F. Boys”, (tune: Bless
WWII Veterans Eric Penfold,(on left), and Terry

. Them All), circa 1943, composed during
their MO72 Radar Operators course.
McMahon singing their rendition of “The Song Of EriC was also a regular attendee of our
The R.D.F. Boys”, circa 1943, following the Reunion Lunch Meetings, over the
Melbourne ANZAC Day March 2021. years.
As a tribute to Eric, and with the support of Eric’s family, a copy of his
memoirs will be placed in the W/C Pete Smith RAAF Radar Collection at the
RAAF Museum, Point Cook. Such memoirs together with other memorabilia
including photos, are so crucial in recording, preserving and telling the story of
what was the secret WWII history of RAAF Radar and those that served.
6
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VALE - William (Bill) John Foley
27/4/24-29/6/23

Sergeant, 24Bn Voluntary Defence Corps
Service No VDC 23663

Our April 2023 Newsletter included an article
covering Bill Foley’s address to our 2022
September Reunion Meeting detailing his eye
witness experience whilst in charge of an anti-
aircraft gun protecting the Point Cook RAAF
Base on 26 February 1942. On that day Bill
witnessed a Japanese reconnaissance plane
as it flew over the Point Cook and Laverton
RAAF bases on its observation mission of the (]23;11 gzﬁl‘é"ri%g[‘“ CNS&OY;?IEZ‘;S;?%
City of Melbourne and Port Phillip Bay. Bill Point Cool Pilgrimage’ August 2022
disclosed that the anti-aircraft gun crew

sought permission to open fire, but were directed to “observe only”.

On its mission the Japanese Float Plane had flown over Cape Otway at the
time of the construction of Number 13 Radar Station at the Cape. This event is
covered in AFAV RAAF Radar Historian Ian McKellar’s book, “Defending the
Eye of the Needle, a History of Cape Otway 1939-1945”.

But Bill’s recollection is the only existing eyewitness record of the Japanese
plane and the defence actions taken at the time. Bill’s clear recall of his role in
that event was of great interest to our Reunion Meeting and has since been
recorded with RAAF Historian Dr Steve Campbell-Wright.

Designated an essential service worker during WWII due to his employment at
the Ammunition Factory, Footscray, Bill was denied joining the Army and
Navy. So in 1942 he joined the Volunteer Citizens Military Forces on 27 July
1942 for 670 days until he was discharged on 24 May 1945.

Bill was invited to join our AFAV RAAF Radar Branch following his
presentation to our September 2022 Reunion, but sadly was unable to again
join us prior to his passing.

We are thankful that Bill was able to contribute his eyewitness observation to
the WWII history of the Japanese plane reconnaissance flight 80 years after
that event and we wish to pay tribute to Bill and express our thoughts and
condolences to Bill’s family, particularly Bill’s son Rob.

If you have any Association matters including changes to your address please advise
the Secretary, Kath Cooney, by phone 0438 211785 or email,
kathcooney2l@gmail.com If you have an email address, it would be appreciated if
you would accept our communications by that means to reduce your Association’s
costs and enabling faster communication with you.




