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AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION VICTORIA 
 

 
  

 

ATC/AAFC BRANCH 
ABN 96 091 342 304 

 

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER 
Issue  No 80 
March 2020 

 

President’s Message 
Hello and Happy New Year to all members 

with whom I haven't caught up with to date 

this year.   

We were somewhat down on numbers at our 

first Friday lunch in February, but those who 

were able to make it to the Box Hill RSL on 

the day made it another enjoyable one.  Our 

next scheduled lunch is for Friday the 6th of 

March and with the holiday period now being 

well and truly over, I think we can expect our 

numbers to increase again as they did last year. 

On the notable events side, the Annual "End of Promotion Course 

Ceremonial Review" was held at Laverton Base on the 19th of 

January. 

The Reviewing Officer of the Day was GRPCAPT (AAFC) Mark 

Dorward, Commander of the Australian Air Force Cadets and the 

overall high standard of the parade and the drill displayed 

throughout was exceptional.  

Congratulations to WGCDR (AAFC) Dee West, Officer 

Commanding 4 Wing and the Staff and Cadets who made this a 

memorable occasion. 

Just an early "heads up" to advise members that the Branch's 

Annual General Meeting and Election of Office Bearers will be 

held again this year in the Upton Room (the smaller one), at Box 

Hill RSL on Saturday the 18th of April.  Notice of the meeting 

along with Nomination Forms will be mailed in due course and we 

would encourage as many members as possible to attend and join us 

for lunch up in the Bistro area after the meeting. 

 

 

Office      Holders 

President  Laurie Bell 

Vice 
President 

 Peter Wilson 

Secretary  Hugh Tank 

Treasurer  Tony Synhur 

Delegate  John MacDonald 

Returning 
Officer 

 Graeme Smith 

   

Newsletter 
Editor 

 Ian Cohn 

 
 
 

Please send your contributions to 
scsiac@bigpond.com 

or  
Box 486, Mt Beauty, VIC, 3699 

 
 
 
 

Welfare 
 

Branch Welfare Officers 
Hugh Tank   on 03 9877 3424 

and Peter Wilson 
 

If you are aware of any member who 
is unwell please contact Hugh or 

Peter. 

 

mailto:scsiac@bigpond.com
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President’s Message - continued 
On a somewhat sadder note, this edition of our Branch Newsletter looks like being the forerunner of a 

postponement of future newsletters for the moment due to the regrettable advice from Ian Cohn, who 

has been our Editor since the No.46 June issue of 2014, that for personal reasons he is unable to 

continue in this role. 

Since receiving this advice we have had a prospective, much appreciated offer from another member 

who has expressed interest in taking up the position.  At present this will be subject to reappraisal giving 

consideration to time and availability and consequently we ask members to please bear with us in the 

interim. 

On behalf of the committee and members I take this opportunity to convey our grateful thanks to Ian for 

the amount of time and effort which he has devotedly put into our newsletter during his past six years as 

Editor and we offer our best wishes to both him and Susie.  

Please note:- During the past 11 years I have been cataloguing my copies of the newsletter into a couple 

of folders with the intention of passing them on in due course to our Memorabilia Collection up at 

Benalla Air Museum. 

There are only three newsletters which my collection is missing, those being :-  Issues Nos. 3 and 4 from 

the year 2009 and Issue No. 30 from year 2011 when our Editor was Hugh Tank.  Should there be 

someone able to assist by supplying me with these issues ( or copies of them ) please, it would be greatly 

appreciated. 

 

Regards to everyone, 

 

Laurie.  

 

    AAFC News        

 

News from 4 Wing Australian Air Force Cadets Facebook page 
 

January 19 ·  // 4WG 01/20 PROMOTION COURSE GRADUATION PARADE // 

On Sunday 19 JAN 2020, 4WG presented the graduates of the 01/20 Promotion Detachment - Course 52 

Cadet Under Officers, Course 37 Cadet Warrant Officers, and Courses 134 /135 /136 Cadet Sergeants at 

RAAF Williams Laverton. 

.   

 

Parade Commander CFSGT Sam Davis (403SQN) and Parade Warrant Officer CFSGT Xavier Evans 

(412SQN) led over 100 cadets in an exceptional parade in front of families, friends and AAFC staff and 

special guests. 

https://www.facebook.com/4wg.aafc/posts/1510327485788205?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBHp6Nl0iLL9mMIy-4wnGRVLHjuyqaeUwc5cdYhtkDg6bJRYM7NIK2TzfL89izUc0HhZkVwfLHHvCmBQFE_JCBNWFLlySuBnt5KIZuorvH6TODE5QwkAp0uKrdB8Xz4YKymGgTMASgNaty5nvBqBiYTv7g7Yu_ylgpCHtSccf3bpGMg-NRq59SgURdbRVOUPCTr3xf1dHsZ08uzOyhfb6AA-FQ9ajyXMqczEnS6CLHOOKDI9m0-L-cAX-Q9KOmT5z5U5t8IFfAC9Ys4iryML8hbn_wAEHPcdmWJQfhYwncqS-waC9iCa0I7JofHPFp9fLXnyC5dnJCaoCdrEW48yJmF_g&__xts__%5B1%5D=68.ARBI93jXPwOlIX32IIeZjBRqaXKOZtHd9H-DRyNseK27WSEZ79ef0H2S9fBcCDFPvrjAbkfN5abu39RREH48S3zswv_lfBx3vF12SpFis9IA4p6unlbr63RN-RR7RyNFodoFKCZD0E8F71aRLKX_h36aJo_AQi_DEzkvVWrfgKOkLepteAUwdwkAC6cbKRmc-wtrm1-qTbCgd6HCJCIWsTQyxn2-1pX3SFsrQdVgL_P7JKL0QUOC-N284ZuhmgFPHJQqegl1Ov8HqQMrM4XpN8RCBNu2OOfVBrt9Cn2KlmUSytYn_h5xrJsHgwEFWuAVPgc-h4QKoCizW5Dwpsp_uAUCmQ&__tn__=-R
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Reviewing Officer GPCAPT (AAFC) Mark Dorward spoke of the importance of the time each cadet 

spent learning about leadership and resilience, and emphasised the high quality of the parade he was 

privileged to have witnessed. 

Congratulations to all graduating members and recipients of the awards presented following the parade 

 

    

     

 

 

ATC/AAFC Branch Events 2020. 
Friday, March 6th   Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 

Friday, April 3rd   Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 

Saturday, April 18th   Branch AGM, Upton Room, Box Hill RSL. 

Friday, May 1st   Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 

Friday, June 5th   Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 

Friday, July 3rd   Branch Luncheon, Box Hill Rsl. 

Friday, August 7th   Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 

Friday, September 4th   Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 

Friday, October 2nd   Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 

Sunday, October 11th (?)   4 Wing, AAFC Annual Parade, Point Cook. 

Friday, November 6th   Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 

Sunday, November 8th (?) AFA’s Annual Pilgrimage & RAAF Nashos’ Memorial Day,  
Point Cook. 

Sunday, December 6th   Branch Christmas Luncheon, Upton Room, Box Hill RSL. 

Items in bold print denote dates subject to confirmation. 

 

December Christmas Meeting 
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December Christmas Meeting - continued 
 

  

 

  

Photo Credits Laurie Bell and John MacDonald 

 

 

Historical Items 

 

The Editor was sorting out some old files recently and came across a first day cover celebrating the 40
th

 

anniversary of the formation of the Air training Corps, and the March 1983 edition of “Antenna”. 
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Historical Items - continued 

Extracts from the March 1983 edition of “Antenna” 
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Editor’s Epistle 
This edition of the Newsletter will be my last one.  I want to thank all members who contributed their 

stories over the 35 editions of my tenure as Editor.  Thanks is due to President Laurie Bell for his 

support and his consistent provision of his “inspirational message’ for each edition. 

 

Bon voyage 

 

Ian Cohn 

Impiorum requies 

 

Internet Links 

RAAFA ATC/AAFC Branch page    raafavic.org.au/content/758/branch-atc-aafc 

National Servicemen’s Association -  www.nashos.org.au/ 

Air Force News  www.defence.gov.au/Publications/NewsPapers/RAAF/Default.asp 

 

 

AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION VICTORIA 
 

   
 

 

ATC/AAFC BRANCH 
 

ATTENTION - ALL ADULT MEMBERS 
of the  

AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE CADETS 
 

 

 

The AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION (Victorian Division) would welcome you as a member of our 

Branch.  As part of this proud Association with its long standing record of Service, the 

ATC/AAFC Branch membership consists of former ATC, AirTC and former and currently 

serving members of the AAFC.   Associate memberships are available for partners.   
 

 

For membership enquiries, please contact: 

 

 

Laurie Bell – Branch President 

 

43 Stenhouse Av, Brooklyn, 3012 Vic. 

 

03 9314 6223 or 0412 505 887 

 

laurieandadel@gmail.com    

Hugh Tank – Branch Secretary 

 

11 Paulette Court , Blackburn South, 

3130, Victoria. 

 

03 9877 3424 

General Enquiries 

 

The Air Force Association:  

03 9813 4600 

 

office@raafavic.org.au  

 

http://raafavic.org.au/content/758/branch-atc-aafc
http://www.nashos.org.au/
http://www.defence.gov.au/Publications/NewsPapers/RAAF/Default.asp
mailto:adel@gmail.com
mailto:office@raafavic.org.au

