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AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION VICTORIA 
 

 
  

 

ATC/AAFC BRANCH 
ABN 96 091 342 304 

 

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER 
Issue  No 81 

July 2021 
 

President’s Message 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

VALE:  Let us pause for just a moment and reflect at the sad loss 
of four of our long standing and well respected members 

       Bob Eastgate,                        Susie Cohn, 

       John Gracie         and            John Tribe.    

We extend our Deepest Sympathy and Condolences to their 
families.     Many happy memories. 

Well, hello everyone and I hope you’re enjoying this momentary 
relief from the lockdowns and restrictions with which we’ve all 
been inflicted due to Covid-19.  

Firstly, welcome into the branch……………  

John Stanley, a past member of the ATC during 1957 – 1959,   

Howard Brownscombe, former staff member of the VicAirTC 
Flying Training Flight, 

Current  4WG   SQNLDR (AAFC) Samantha O’Sullivan,  
Staff Officer Development & Community Engagement and 
Liaison Officer of the AAFC 80 Project, and, 

Current  4WG   SQNLDR (AAFC) Paul Grixti. 

 

Office     Holders 

President  Laurie Bell 

Vice 
President 

 Peter Wilson 

Secretary  Hugh Tank 

Treasurer  Tony Synhur 

Delegate  John MacDonald 

Returning 
Officer 

 Graeme Smith 

   

Newsletter 
Editor 

 Ian Cohn 

 
 
 

Please send your contributions to 
scsiac@bigpond.com 

or  
Box 486, Mt Beauty, VIC, 3699 

 
 
 
 
 

Welfare 
 

Branch Welfare Officers 
Hugh Tank   on 03 9877 3424 

and Peter Wilson 
 

If you are aware of any member who 
is unwell please contact Hugh or 

Peter. 
 



 

ATC/AAFC Newsletter July 2021                                                                                                                                                                              Page 2 

President’s Message - continued 
 

We hope they enjoy being a part of the Air Force Association and especially in being members of our 
branch.   

The Branch’s Annual General Meeting was held, as planned, before lunch, at the Box Hill RSL on the 
7th of May.   

On behalf of the Committee, I take this opportunity to thank the other seven members who also 
attended.   

The nominations for the positions, having been received by our Returning Officer, Graeme Smith were 
announced as being:-  

President   Laurie Bell.   
Vice-President  Peter Wilson.   
Secretary   Hugh Tank.   
Treasurer   Tony Synhur.   
Delegate   John MacDonald.   
AAFC Liason Officer No Nomination as yet. 

Appointed Positions from the floor were:-  

Welfare   Hugh Tank.   
Archives   Laurie Bell.   
Returning Officer  Graeme Smith.   
Newsletter Editor  Ian Cohn  
 

Following the meeting and prior to going up to lunch, we heard a special Grace which was composed 
and recited by Carol McBain and our thanks to Carol for her assistance and presentation.   

Our Branch Calendar has taken quite a beating this past 12 months with a great many of our planned 
luncheons having to be postponed, however, the following dates and events are how it all stands at 
present providing all goes to plan. 

Friday, July 2nd     Branch Luncheon 1130hrs  
Friday, August 6th   Branch Luncheon 1130hrs  
Friday, September 3rd     Branch Luncheon 1130hrs 
Friday October 1st          Branch Luncheon 1130hrs. 
Sunday, October 10th      4 Wing, AAFC Annual Parade, Point Cook /  
Friday, November 5th        Branch Luncheon 1130hrs  
Sunday (?) November (?)   Centenary of the RAAF, Point Cook   

(No details presently available as this Commemoration 
and organisation is entirely in Air Force hands). 

Note:-  Sunday, December 5th Branch Christmas Luncheon, Upton Room,  
Box Hill RSL. 

 

Best regards to all.  

Take care.   

Get vaccinated and stay well. 

 

Laurie. 
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    AAFC News        
 

News from 4 Wing Australian Air Force Cadets Facebook page 
 

4WG Australian Air Force Cadets 
May 23  ·  
 
// SPECIAL AVIATION OPPORTUNITY AT 409SQN // 
 
409SQN caught wind recently that the RAAF East Sale base would be hosting some visitors this week  
The cadets were lucky enough to get up close and personal with a Hawk 127 Lead-in Fighter and its 
pilot. 
 
What an amazing opportunity for cadets to get exposure to the aircraft and providing a “Wow” 
moment in their cadet experience.  
 
Well done to Palms and the team for making it happen, and sharing your photos with us! 
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The Basil Cocks Story 
 
A profile of our most senior Branch Member. 
 
From Carol McBain 
 

Basil was born on 26th July 1925 at Sister Inpinn’s Hospital in 
Warrnambool, Victoria.  He was the youngest of four sons and 
enjoyed being the baby of the family.  His parents, George and 
Dorothy Cocks (Nee Moon) were from England and met on the 
ship coming to Australia.  The romance blossomed and they 
moved to Warrnambool where Dorothy had a job waiting for 
her as a house maid. She was able to get a job as a farm 
labourer for George as well and they soon married at the 
Church of England in Warrnambool.   Dorothy had to get 
special permission from the Government to marry as she was 
under age at the time.  At Warrnambool they lived for many 
years with their 4 boys in a hut on a big share farm.  Times 
were tough getting enough food but rabbits were plentiful. 
 
Basil’s formal education was at Warrnambool State School 
where at the age of 13 in the 7th grade, he sat for his Merit 
Certificate and passed well.  The Merit Certificate was usually 
conducted in the 8th grade but Basil thought he would be able 

to pass it so he decided to have a go.  The Headmaster wanted him to continue his schooling but his 
parents said no, it was time for him to get a job.   
 
His first job was working at a local Grocer Shop.  He worked 12 hours a day for seven shillings and 6 
pence (75 cents).  He delivered groceries by horse and cart and if the customers paid him on the spot 
they would be rewarded with a bag of lollies from the Grocer, missing a couple of lollies from each 
bag into Basil’s pocket.  From then on he had a succession of jobs for months at a time whenever 
people needed a short term job completed.  He can remember that his father bought him a second hand 
bicycle that needed a lot of repair work so that he could ride to his various jobs in the district.  He 
learned a lot by having to repair that old bike.   
 
Basil joined the Warrnambool Air Training Corps on 26 July 1941at the age of 16.  He cannot 
remember if it had a special name back then but today it is Squadron 413.  The leader of his group at 
the time was Sgt. Worrell and the boys nicknamed him Toothbrush (not to his face of course) because 
he had a moustache which reminded them of a toothbrush.  Very often, Sgt. Worrell had them 
marching up and down the main street of Warrnambool for everyone to see although there were no 
uniforms in those days.  The main topic they learned in the A.T.C. was aircraft recognition and the 
only firearm they had was a machine gun which they could take apart and put back together again in 
very quick time.  Following his departure from the A.T.C. at the age of 18 during the War, Basil 
became a Volunteer Observer in Warrnambool working with others in 2 hour shifts.  They had to 
watch out for any strange airplanes or strange lights to report to authorities and this is where his 
training in the A.T.C. stood him in good stead.  He did this for 3 years.  In 1943 Basil applied to join 
the R.A.A.F. because he had visions of becoming a fighter pilot but was rejected because he was 
involved in what was considered to be “War Work”.  He worked at the Nestles Factory looking after 
the machinery because they were given the task of manufacturing evaporated tinned milk for the 
American soldiers.  To make sure that everything was made correctly, an American soldier was placed 
at the factory as a supervisor to make sure all was well. Apparently this soldier was very popular with 
the girls of the district.  Basil thought it was probably a good thing to be rejected by the R.A.A.F. 
because he might not be here today to tell his tale and enjoy the Branch’s 1st Friday of the month 
luncheons. 
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In 1946 Basil can remember there was a big flood on the property where they lived.  The water from 
the Merri River and Russel’s Creek would back up and usually come up as far as the chook house and 
then recede.  However, this time, Basil could see that the water was coming up fast beyond the chook 
house, so he removed the chooks and put them in the cellar under the house to keep them safe.  
Unfortunately this was not a good idea because the house ended up 5 feet under water, the family had 
to be evacuated and the poor chooks met their demise.  

 
Following the War he obtained steadier jobs.  He became involved in working in motor bike shops, 
selling and fixing motor bikes which were all the rage at that time.  He was head hunted several times 
by different motor bike businesses because of his expertise in this area.  He became a very handy man 
with tools and could fix anything and put things together because he was able to use his brain to figure 
things out. 
 
In 1950 Basil married Sheila and they then went to England with his parents to visit relatives who he 
had never seen before and were able to stay for seven months.  This was a great experience for them 
both.  They had one son Gavin.  Unfortunately Sheila died many years ago.  Gavin married Margaret, 
they gave him 3 grandchildren and 7 great grandchildren currently. 
 
When Basil and Sheila returned from England they lived in Melbourne because Sheila had a very good 
Government job there.  They eventually saved enough money to build a house in Reservoir which cost 
1,700 pounds and he had to borrow 1,000 pounds from the Bank.  At this time he worked for Reid’s 
Bus Line as a Charter Driver and in the workshop painting and panel beating buses. 
 
After various jobs throughout life he ended up working in a number of quarries as quarry master and 
engineer.  He had done a course of diesel engineering at R.M.I.T.  He was head hunted again many 
times whilst working in this area.  He developed many skills along the way and could do most things 
he was set to do.  He enjoyed a challenge and was able to solve problems in quick time.  
 
When working at Associated Quarries in Brooklyn he met our Branch President, Laurie Bell, who was 
selling metal screens for a firm in Footscray, so they have known each other for a long time and 
recognised each other when Basil attended his first Branch meeting. 
 
Basil joined the Air Training Corps Branch when he attended the 60th Anniversary Reunion at Point 
Cook Air Base in April 2001.  He saw the advertisement in the newspaper, rang Murray McBain who 
was the secretary for that event and the rest is history.  Murray discovered that he and Basil lived in 
the same suburb so it was then arranged for Basil to be picked up for events when driving became 
difficult for him.   Basil has been attending the General Meetings and the first Friday of the month 
luncheons at the Box Hill R.S.L. since the 60th Anniversary and is well known in the Branch.  
 
Now almost 96 years old, he has lived a full life in spite of many hardships when growing up and we 
all value his friendship.  We hope he lives long enough to receive that letter from Liz or Charlie. 
 
 
 
Carol McBain 
19th June 2021 
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Benalla Aviation Museum 
From John Currie – Secretary Benalla Aviation Museum and Men's Shed 
 

The Museum has been struggling through the Pandemic just like everyone else.  We had to close for a 
substantial part of 2020, with just the Committee keeping the place tidy and secure. 

Now that restrictions have eased we are open for business on Sundays and Wednesdays from 0900 to 
1500 on those days. 

 
 

Ken Patton and Laurie Bell with the 
Stan Tayler Award and the Vin Daly 
Award plaques at the Benalla Air 
Museum back in April. 

The Stan Tayler Memorial plaque, 
which is the one sitting on the black 
foot stand, was donated by Murray 
McBain, and the Vin Daly Memorial 
plaque sitting on the clear foot stand, 
near Ken Patton, was donated by Ken. 

 

 

 

Our operational aircraft are working regularly with Flyovers of local RSL ceremonies in our local 
towns. 

Take a look at our website and Facebook Pages for more details, and ongoing updates. 

Our fleet has increased, with a Cessna Birddog, and a CT4 added to the inventory. The Birddog needs 
some work, but the CT4 is fully operational. Two of our member pilots are ex Macchi Instructors. 

Hopefully all 4 aircraft will attend Avalon this year to add to our exhibit display. 

The Museum’s Tiger Moth has finally had all the work needed on her engine and will be running very 
soon. 

We also have a fully working Ford Jeep of WW2 vintage, with a Ford F250 (RAAF Tarmac Ute) 
coming on board. 

We have a full uniform display established to represent many facets of RAAF history. 

We are obtaining more display cabinets from the Signals Museum at Watsonia to further increase and 
enhance our Cadet exhibit. 

Along those lines we are also engaging in discussions with the Officer Commanding 4 Wing, 
WGCDR(AAFC) Kylie Walker with a view to bringing the history of 4 Wing/VICAIRTC back. This 
will require helping each other to gain, document, and preserve the history of Cadets in Victoria. 

It’s a big job, but so worth the effort.  Scanning of documents, Photographs, Journals etc., will mean 
lots of time and effort from both sides. All items of memorabilia will then be added tour our VIC 
Collections database from Museums Victoria to enable the items for be listed permanently. 

We will then have an ongoing inventory of Memorabilia to work with. 

We are the only volunteer operated and funded Aviation Museum that has 4 operational aircraft, and a 
fascinating and vibrant Cadet History Exhibit. 

Come up and see us and enjoy the many other marvellous attractions in the North East of Victoria. 

 

John Currie 
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May Meetings 
 

   
Carol’s Grace given at the May AGM 
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Historical Items 
 

The pictures below have been extracted from the 4 Wing Facebook page  

 

4WG Australian Air Force Cadets added 25 new photos. 

June 11 at 8:35 PM  ·  
 
TODAY IS THE DAY // 80TH ANNIVERSARY OF AAFC 
Today, on 11 June 2021, we turn 80 years old. 
 
Since 1941, the Air Training Corps (ATC), and now Australian Air Force Cadets (AAFC), has been 
imparting life skills of leadership, teamwork and initiative to the youths of Australia. From our WWII 
inception to train youths for the war effort, the AAFC has undergone significant changes to become 
the premier aviation based youth organisation in Australia, equipping young people for community life 
whatever their pathways may be. 
 
To past cadets and staff, we thank you for your dedication and commitment in paving way for the 
ATC, AIRTC & AAFC to reach its current day form. Without your efforts, we would not reach where 
we are today. To present cadets and staff, we encourage you to embrace the spirit of this occasion, be 
proud of the 80 year legacy you carry forward today and into our future.  
 
#AAFC80 #InspiringTodayLeadingTomorrow 
 

1980 - GST Tri-service Staff 
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Peter Colliver comment 
Terry Kenny (WA) - thanks to Dianne, Ian Coulson, John McCrystal, John Sedunary, Peter Colliver, 
Jenny Brady behind Rod Nielson (DRPC-AF), John Gracie, Barbara Butterworth, Terry Spiro (WA), 
Colin Salleo (WA) - again thanks to Dianne. And not Mildura, but RAAF FBN Officers Mess, April 
1991 
 
 
1981 - VICAIRTC 40th Anniversary Parade in Melbourne 

 
Editor’s Note – This picture was taken by Susie Cohn –  

The lad in red clothes at the left is eight year old Nick Cohn later to become CdtWOff. 

Comments by Peter Colliver:- 

In SD jackets: Gordon Lowing, Ken Oxlade, Ian Cohn, hidden - probably Ron Grandy, not 
recognized, Keith Anderson, Bert Baensch, John McCrystal    
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1996 - AIRTC 55th Anniversary, presentation with then Prime Minister John Howard in Canberra 

 

 
1985 - Drill Competition at RAAF Base Laverton. 

 

Editor’s Epistle 
 
Thanks to all the contributors for this edition.  Without you I would not have any material to edit, and 
we would not have a Newsletter. 

I would like to sincerely thank all ATC/AAFC Branch members who sent condolence messages after 
Susie passed away.  Susie’s memorial internet page is at www.susiecohn.com . 

 

 

 

Your Editor 

Impiorum requies 



 

ATC/AAFC Newsletter July 2021                                                                                                                                                                              Page 11 

Internet Links 
AFA ATC/AAFC Branch page         raafavic.org.au/content/758/branch-atc-aafc 

National Servicemen’s Association -  www.nashos.org.au/ 

 

 

 

Air Force News  

https://airforcenews.partica.online/.../june.../flipbook/0/ 

 

 

 

Alumi website - Australian Air Cadets Alumni Home    www.aircadetsalumni.org.au  

Air cadets Alumni Magazine
 https://www.dropbox.com/s/s5pd7v2jyqi9pxs/May%202021%20Newsletter.pdf?dl=0  
 

 

AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION VICTORIA 
 

   
 
 

ATC/AAFC BRANCH 
 

ATTENTION - ALL ADULT MEMBERS 
of the  

AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE CADETS 
 
 
 

The AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION (Victorian Division) would welcome you as a member of our 
Branch.  As part of this proud Association with its long standing record of Service, the 

ATC/AAFC Branch membership consists of former ATC, AirTC and former and currently 
serving members of the AAFC.   Associate memberships are available for partners.   

 
 

For membership enquiries, please contact: 

 

 
Laurie Bell – Branch President 

 
43 Stenhouse Av, Brooklyn, 3012 Vic. 

 
03 9314 6223 or 0412 505 887 

 
laurieandadel@gmail.com    

Hugh Tank – Branch Secretary 
 

11 Paulette Court , Blackburn South, 
3130, Victoria. 

 
03 9877 3424 

General Enquiries 
 

The Air Force Association:  
03 9813 4600 

 
office@raafavic.org.au  

 


