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AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION VICTORIA 
 

 
  

 

ATC/AAFC BRANCH 
ABN 96 091 342 304 

 

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER 
Issue No 88    June 2023 

 

President’s Message 
 

 Greetings everyone and I hope you’re all 

managing to be all tucked up, snug and 

warm. It could be my imagination, but 

personally I’ve found this Autumn to be an 

extremely chilly one and we still have to 

get through Winter yet………..Brrrrrrrrrrrr! 

 

First and foremost, a warm welcome to our newest branch 

member Peter Seregin who was a former member of 11 Flight, 

Footscray during 1967 – 1970.  

As many would recall, No. 11 Flight paraded at the hall outside 

the Footscray railway station and we had the pleasure of meeting 

and welcoming Peter into our branch (and his wife Julie as a 

visitor) at our AGM which is covered a little further on in this 

report. 

On Monday the 8th of February I attended the Annual Darwin 

Defenders 81st Anniversary Service at the Shrine of 

Remembrance. 

This was my first attendance at this annual commemoration and 

it was quite uplifting to see the number of schools represented 

and their active participation in what I found to be a very moving 

Service.  A  “well done” to all involved in the Service. 

Following our monthly luncheon on the 3rd of March, our 

secretary, Hugh Tank and I were approached by the Box Hill 

RSL’s Vice President, Brian Tateson with the proposal that  

 

 

 

Office      Holders 

President  Laurie Bell 

Vice President  Peter Wilson 

Secretary  Hugh Tank 

Treasurer  Tony Synhur 

Delegate  John MacDonald 

Returning Officer  Graeme Smith 

   

Newsletter Editor  Ian Cohn 

 

 

 

Please send your contributions to 

scsiac@bigpond.com 
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Box 486, Mt Beauty, VIC, 3699 
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Welfare 
 

 

 

Branch Welfare Officers 

Hugh Tank   on 03 9877 3424 

and Peter Wilson 

 

 

If you are aware of any member who is 

unwell please contact Hugh or Peter. 
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President’s Message (Continued) 

due to our branch’s long standing and ongoing association with their RSL, they would like to invite 

us to consider becoming the Air Force Sub-Branch of the RSL….. the Air Force not being a specific 

group connection which they have previously had and enjoyed. 

Our Committee met with Brian at the RSL on Friday the 10th of March to discuss the proposal and 

the outcome of this meeting resulted in our submission of an application to the RSL requesting that 

our branch be officially recognised as being the “Box Hill RSL’s Air Force Sub-Branch”.  This 

request was duly recognised and confirmed with our branch being invited to attend their Anzac Day 

Dawn Service and place a wreath In Remembrance of those who served with the R.A.A.F.  Both 

Hugh Tank and I attended on the morning and placed the wreath together. 

The Service was followed by a well catered for breakfast by the RSL staff. 

Branch Elections……….Well, there were no surprises once again at our Branch’s AGM which was 

held at the Box Hill RSL on the 5th of May. 

As on previous occasions, the “outgoing” committee in turn became the “incoming” committee with 

all of the positions of the past 12 months being re-elected. i.e. 

President:- Yours truly. 

Vice President:- Peter Wilson. 

Secretary:- Hugh Tank. 

Treasurer:- Tony Synhur. 

Delegate:- John MacDonald. 

Appointed Positions:-   

Welfare:-  (1) Hugh Tank..(2) Peter Wilson (re-appointed in absentia) 

Returning Officer:-  Graeme Smith. 

Archives:-  Laurie Bell. 

Newsletter:-  Producer/Editor  Ian Cohn. 

I don’t think that any one of the abovenamed know what they have to do to get “the sack”. 

A special thank you to our Returning Officer, Graeme Smith for his part in receiving the 

nominations and declaring the positions as filled. 

On the day’s downside and by way of explanation, it was unfortunate that we experienced a problem 

with our Bistro seating numbers, which (when queried about by the RSL that morning due to the 

numbers of the general public arriving) was based on the disappointingly low number of members 

who were present at our AGM.  This estimate later proved to be insufficient due to the large number 

of “lunch only arrivals” who were not present for the AGM. 

On a happier note, the monthly lunches have begun to improve and the last couple have seen our 

numbers getting back up into the twenties.  Hopefully, this trend will continue in spite of the 

prospect of a cold Winter.   

Enjoy this issue’s offerings which are, once again, due to our diligent and hard-working Editor, Ian 

Cohn who is always on the lookout for articles of interest.  If you have a story to tell, or a tale to tell 

……….???????? 

 

Regards to all, 

  

Laurie. 
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   AAFC News        

AUSTRALIAN AIRFORCE CADETS – NO 4 WING UPDATE 

From SQNLDR(AAFC) Samantha O’Sullivan 

Staff Officer Development & Community Engagement - 4 Wing Headquarters Point Cook 
 

WHAT ARE OUR CADETS UP TO? 
4WG Australian Air Force Cadets 

 

420 SQUADRON AT BENALLA AIRSHOW 2023 

On Saturday 18 MAR 23, Cadets, and Staff of 420 Squadron (City of Benalla) held a display at the 

annual Benalla Air Show to promote their squadron and the Australian Air Force Cadets program to 

locals.  

The Benalla Airshow draws large crowds from throughout Victoria and New South Wales, with 

iconic war birds, gliders and air balloons on display through the day, and is the perfect venue for 

capturing the attention of the next generation of aspiring aviators in their local area. Whilst it was 

unfortunately postponed last November due to the heavy rains, it seemed the perfect weekend 

weather allowed the display to draw in many interested parties.  

Congratulations to 420 Squadron Command staff Shane and Chrissy for their continued dedication 

to this event, providing their cadets the opportunity to meet and speak to the general public and 

showcase the AAFC youth development program that allows so many young people - especially in 

regional areas - to develop their skills in an aviation and military style program. 

    

 

406 SQUADRON AT HMAS CERBERUS OPEN DAY  

On Sunday 19 MAR 23, Cadets and Staff of 406 Squadron (Frankston South) held a display at 

HMAS Cerberus to promote the Australian Air Force Cadets as part of a Tri Service Open Day.   

Cadets had the opportunity to speak with members of the general public, showcasing the various 

facets of AAFC training from fieldcraft to drones as part of the youth development program.   

Dressed in both Service Dress and General Purpose Uniform, cadets made a prominent presence 

despite being on a naval establishment!  Well done to all those involved!  

    



ATC/AAFC Newsletter June 2023          Page 4 

RAAF AVIATION MOTIVATION PROGRAM VISITS 4 WING 

After displaying to the public at the Melbourne Grand Prix on the last weekend in March, the team 

from RAAF Aviation Candidate Management Centre offered 4WG cadets the opportunity to 

experience the RAAF Aviation Motivation Program.  This specialist team work with virtual reality 

flight simulators visiting community events, cadets and schools, motivating people to join the 

Officer Aviation streams of the Air Force.  

These streams are inclusive of Pilot and Mission roles in the RAAF, and Officer streams through 

both the Australian Defence Force Academy (ADFA) and direct entry scheme through Officer 

Training School (OTS). 

Cadets were fortunate to have the team stay on in Melbourne to present information about these 

career paths to them as well as provide them all with an experience in the mobile flight simulators.  

Sessions were held at at 415SQN, 403SQN, 4WG HQ and 414SQN between Monday and 

Wednesday.  

We would like to thank PLTOFF Alice Clayton, PLTOFF Nick Shearer and WOFF Adam “Futch” 

for spending their time with our 4WG cadets, plus the 4WG staff who supported this opportunity. 

    

       

 

LEGACY STUDENTS’ SERVICE 2023 // SHRINE OF REMEMBRANCE 

       
On 05 Apr 23, Cadets of 415 Squadron supported the Melbourne Legacy Students’ Service at the 

Shrine of Remembrance. Cadets formed a Guard of Honour alongside Melbourne High School 

ACU, before student representatives from schools all across Melbourne.  
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This year marked the 91st Legacy Student’s Service and the event is sponsored by Melbourne 

Legacy’s patron, Her Excellency the Honourable Linda Dessau AC, Governor of Victoria.  

The full service can be viewed at: https://www.shrine.org.au/melbourne-legacy-students-service 

 
COMMUNITY SERVICE - SQUADRONS SUPPORTING RSL ANZAC DAY  
A great effort across weekends in April in 4WG with cadets from 426SQN Traralgon, 406SQN 

Frankston and 403SQN Beaconsfield getting out into their local communities and selling ANZAC 

Day badges with their local RSLs.  

426SQN Traralgon cadets sold $2633 worth of badges and bears across two weekends, and 403SQN 

managed an impressive $5416 in one weekend, with 406SQN still to advise.  

These funds go towards supporting veterans services for both elderly and current veterans including 

fitness, mental health, and post service employment programs. 4WG cadets are proud to serve their 

communities and look forward to continuing their association with the RSL throughout the year, as 

well as their new association with Legacy Victoria during August and September 
 

4WG CADET PARTICIPATION IN 344FLT MUSICIANS COURSE 2023 

       

Between 17 - 25 APRIL 2023. a small contingent of 4WG cadets accompanied by 4WG Band Flight 

member SQNLDR(AAFC) Neil Fitzclarence travelled to Sydney to attend the 344 FLT Musicians 

Course, RAAF Base Richmond.  This allowed 4WG to learn how 7-day musician courses operate in 

preparation for standing up similar detachments later in the year.  The band, drums and vocal groups 

rehearsed throughout the week for a concert to be held on the evening of Sunday the 23rd of April, 

https://www.shrine.org.au/melbourne-legacy-students-service


ATC/AAFC Newsletter June 2023          Page 6 

which was recorded and placed on the 344FLT YouTube channel.  Cadets also participated in the 

344FLT Annual Dining In Night during this course. 

CUO Oliver Hall (420SQN), CCPL Dean Wu (402SN), LCDT Mason Bowker and LCDT Zane 

Davis (401SQN) refined their existing musical skills, as well as learned new skills required to be 

able to participate in a military marching band or a vocal ensemble.  As part of this activity, the 

musicians then formed the AAFC Band for the 3WG commitment in the Sydney ANZAC Day 

Parade.  A video of this can be accessed via the 344FLT YouTube page:- 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tMAlSUY64co 

What a fantastic opportunity from the newly formed 4WG Band Flight members, under the guidance 

of our very dedicated Staff Officer, and we thank 344FLT and FLTLT(AAFC) Ben Simon for again 

extending the invitation for 4WG cadets to participate.  

       

4WG CADET EXPERIENCE CAMPS 2/23 

Over the April school holidays 4WG have delivered a new 

alternative to the General Service Training detachments 

traditionally held at East Sale: Cadet Experience Camps! 

Week 1 CEC was based out of RAAF Point Cook base where 

cadets had the opportunity to experience a variety of aviation or 

military related visits. This has included Aviation Museum at 

Moorabbin with time to really explore the many displays, Air 

Services Australia, where they were able to learn about operations 

as well as potential career paths, and a hands-on experience with 

Aviation Fire Rescue.  

Cadets also visited the Shrine of Remembrance in Melbourne to 

take a tour and learn more about this historic monument and its 

stories ahead of ANZAC Day.  

Week 2 CEC was held out of Simpsons Barracks with similar 

content available for all those attended. Overall 66 cadets were able to enjoy a new experience 

within the AAFC service, or an additional ability to lead others.  

 

       

    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tMAlSUY64co


ATC/AAFC Newsletter June 2023          Page 7 

MELBOURNE CBD MARCH // ANZAC DAY 2023 

4Wing are exceptionally proud of all our Squadron Cadets and Staff for their support of Anzac 

services right across Victoria, with over 50 services attended by 4 Wing squadrons and delegates.   

On ANZAC Day in Melbourne CBD, over 160 cadets and staff supported the Anzac Day march by 

carrying banners for veteran groups and marching within the parade.   

Under clear blue skies, Cadets proudly marched from Flinders Street Station to the Shrine of 

Remembrance, showcasing an excellent standard of drill before the general public.  The contingent 

of Cadets was led by Officer Commanding 4WG, WGCDR(AAFC) Kylie Walker and the 4WG 

Wing Warrant Officer, WOFF(AAFC) Dan Morris.  

      

      

      

 

GIPPSLAND TRAINING DINING IN // 409, 424, 426 SQUADRONS 

On the 29 April 2023, 409, 424 and 426 Squadrons of the 

Gippsland Region came together for a training Dining In Night 

held at the Sergeants Mess of RAAF Base East Sale.   
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Dining In Nights are an integral part of the Air Force’s customs and 

traditions, serving as an occasion for members to gather socially, enjoy 

fine food and the company of others.    

Dining In Nights are presided over by the President of the Mess 

Committee (PMC) and supported by a Vice President.   

On this occasion, the PMC was CSGT Will Palmer, supported by 

CSGT Finn Carpenter as Mr Vice.   

Officer Commanding 4 Wing, 

WGCDR (AAFC) Kylie Walker and 

SQNLDR(AAFC) Dan Robertson RXO 

East were invited guests.   

OC4WG took this opportunity to 

acknowledge and thank the service of 

FLTLT Anthony Palmer, who will be 

departing his role as CO 409SQN.  FLTLT Palmer has been with 

409SQN since 2014 and has made significant contributions to the 

development and growth of the Squadron.   4WG wishes FLTLT 

Palmer all the best as he begins an overseas posting with his day job 

in the Royal Australian Air Force.   

We also welcome and congratulate WOFF(AAFC) Allison Murphy to the role of CO for 409 

Squadron.  Allison was a former CUO at 409SQN who returned as staff several years later, and was 

posted to 427SQN Geelong and as a Personnel Officer at 4WG Headquarters prior to returning to 

East Sale as Squadron Executive Instructor, and then Executive Officer.   

 

NATIONAL VOLUNTEERS WEEK 2023 

Here's to our volunteer members in 4Wing - 276 people from 

around Victoria from all walks of life, who form our 

integrated workforce of Officers of Cadets, Instructors of 

Cadets, ADF Auxiliary and Defence Approved Helpers and 

make our organisational wheels go round. 

Thank you for your service to our cadets and our 

community, the hours, the commitment, the passion and the knowledge you deliver each week to 

support and guide the young people of 4 Wing.  

 

4 WING LEADERSHIP TEAM CONFERENCE 2023  

On the weekend of 20-21 MAY 2023, our 4 Wing Leadership Conference was held for all squadron 

Commanding Officers and Executive Officers at RAAF Point 

Cook, to meet and discuss updates to our program, our 4 

Wing 24 Strategic Plan, and workshop ideas for the coming 

year.   

This allows for greater collaboration, new staff to integrate 

into the team and a chance for CO’s & XOs to gain further 

development in soft skills.   

Guest speakers were Director General Cadets – Air Force Air 

Commodore Craig Heap CSC, and our new Commander 

GPCAPT(AAFC) Stephen Johns.  Our AFLO WGCDR Trevor Murphy also addressed the group 

with updates and information on activities and funding. 
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A presentation was also delivered on Difficult Conversations by 

our former WGWOFF FSGT(AAFC) Matt Cane, and 

workshops were run on how to more effectively attract, recruit 

new staff members in our Wing, and transition them to 

uniformed ranks.     

Staff were also fortunate to attend a Dining In Night at the 

historical RAAF Williams Laverton COSM with our DG as the 

Guest of Honour.  

 

 

Meetings 

March 

   

    

May 

    

June 
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A Friend from The United States of America 
 

A Story from John MacDonald 
 

On 1st of March, 2023, I was rostered to man the stand at Avalon Airshow, alongside three other 

members, of the Air Force Association.  Just after completing a wander through the stands, two of us 

returned to the AFA stand, and were conversing with the two members who had remained, when a 

gentleman strode across the aisle from a stand some distance opposite us.  

He held out his hand in a friendly motion to each of us to shake hands and then gave a small plastic 

envelope containing a beautiful enamelled coin to each of us.  There was no talking that I can recall.  

He then handed each of us his business card and departed.  

       

The coin is a " Challenge Coin " and by the look of it, he had prepared it for his time in Australia, as 

the writing on the coin on one side is "Office of Defence Co-operation Canberra Australia" that 

surrounds the emblems of five American Services and the three Australian Services.  

On the reverse, the wording is "Security - Co-operation - Engagement -Trade - Outback Style", 

which surrounds the American & Australian Crossed Flags, Maps of America and Australia, the 

RAAF Roundel and 16 depictions of various warfare necessities such as Ships, Submarines, Tanks, 

Aircraft, Helicopters, and missiles.  

 

Thank you Colonel Ingleton. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A Blast from the Past 
 

 
A fine body of RAAF Reservists defending Australia.  Where, when and who? 

Please send your answers to the President Laurie or the Editor  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Challenge_coin#:~:text=A%20challenge%20coin%20is%20a,members%20and%20law%20enforcement%20personnel.
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The Editor’s Epistle 
 

Thanks  

Thanks is due to our contributors to this edition of the Newsletter, our President Laurie,  

SqnLdr (AAFC) Samantha O’Sullivan, and John MacDonald.   

This Newsletter was compiled in Canada where the Editor is temporarily resident.  So cheers 

to everyone from Vancouver. 

Your Editor 

 

Impiorum requies 

Vive l'Ukraine 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Internet Links of Interest 

Air Force News -   https://www.airforce.gov.au/news-and-events/news  

Space News   (181) Marcus House - YouTube 

   Voyager 1's Pale Blue Dot | NASA Solar System Exploration 

Electric Aircraft  -   Rolls-Royce all-electric aircraft breaks world records 

AFA ATC/AAFC Branch page         raafavic.org.au/content/758/branch-atc-aafc 

Air Cadet Alumni -  www.airforcecadets.gov.au/our-supporters/alumni  

 

 

AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION VICTORIA 
 

   
 

ATC/AAFC BRANCH 
 

ATTENTION - ALL ADULT MEMBERS 
of the  

AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE CADETS 
 

The AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION (Victorian Division) would welcome you as a member of 

our Branch.  As part of this proud Association with its long standing record of Service, the 

ATC/AAFC Branch membership consists of former ATC, AirTC and former and currently 

serving members of the AAFC.   Associate memberships are available for partners.   
 

For membership enquiries, please contact: 
 

Laurie Bell – Branch President 

43 Stenhouse Av, Brooklyn, 3012 Vic. 

03 9314 6223 or 0412 505 887 

laurieandadel@gmail.com    

Hugh Tank – Branch Secretary 

11 Paulette Court , Blackburn South, 

3130, Victoria. 

03 9877 3424 

General Enquiries 

The Air Force Association:  

03 9813 4600 

office@raafavic.org.au  

 

https://www.airforce.gov.au/news-and-events/news
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBNHHEoiSF8pcLgqLKVugOw
https://solarsystem.nasa.gov/resources/536/voyager-1s-pale-blue-dot/
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-derbyshire-60068786?zephr-modal-register
http://raafavic.org.au/content/758/branch-atc-aafc
http://www.airforcecadets.gov.au/our-supporters/alumni
mailto:adel@gmail.com
mailto:office@raafavic.org.au

