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AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION VICTORIA 
 

 
  

 

ATC/AAFC BRANCH 
ABN 96 091 342 304 

 

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER 
Issue No 89    December 2023 

 

President’s Message 
 

 

Hello again to all members. 

Well, here we are again, another year 

closing and Christmas fast 

approaching which leaves us all 

wondering where the year 

disappeared to. 

For just on 7 weeks Adel and I were 

out of the country and since our 

return I’m occasionally still having 

difficulty in knowing which day of 

the week it is. 

As mentioned in our Branch Report in the Spring issue of the 

Association’s “CONTACT”, I was unavailable to attend the 

AAFC’s Annual Parade which was held on the 8th of October, 

however, we were back just in time to attend the Association’s 

Annual Memorial Service at Point Cook on Sunday the 5th of 

November which was conducted with the able assistance of 

cadets of 4 Wing AAFC………..”Well done”. 

Thanks to the Association for an excellent and informative 

Service and the appetising lunch which followed and a special 

thanks to Brian Tateson, Memorabilia Officer and committee 

member of the Box Hill RSL, for the loan of the highly polished 

brass artillery shell casing which is used as a receptacle for the 

poppies which were placed by attendees at the conclusion of the 

Service. 

 

 

Office      Holders 

President  Laurie Bell 

Vice President  Peter Wilson 

Secretary  Hugh Tank 

Treasurer  Tony Synhur 

Delegate  John MacDonald 

Returning Officer  Graeme Smith 

   

Newsletter Editor  Ian Cohn 

 

 

Please send your contributions to 

scsiac@bigpond.com 

or  

Box 486, Mt Beauty, VIC, 3699 
 

Deadline for next issue – 26FEB24 
 

 

 

Welfare 
 

 

 

Branch Welfare Officers 

Hugh Tank   on 03 9877 3424 

and Peter Wilson 

 

 

If you are aware of any member who is 

unwell please contact Hugh or Peter. 

mailto:scsiac@bigpond.com


       
ATC/AAFC Newsletter December 2023          Page 2 

President’s Message (continued) 

The first Friday lunch for 2024 will be on the 2nd of February. 

Best Wishes to all for a Safe and Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy New Year in 2024. 

Kindest regards to everyone. 

Laurie. 

 

   AAFC News        

AUSTRALIAN AIRFORCE CADETS – NO 4 WING UPDATE 

News from the 4WG Australian Air Force Cadets Facebook Page. 

 

Cadets on Parade!  

More than 1100 cadets from throughout Victoria participated in the annual 4 Wing Parade and 

Careers Expo held at RAAF Base Point Cook in early October.  

     

 

Twenty-six cadet squadrons joined in a spirit of camaraderie to showcase their achievements, 

teamwork and various career and industry opportunities.  

WOFF Don Kenny 
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November 29 at 4:45 PM  · 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH GOLD CEREMONY 2023 // MELBOURNE TOWN HALL 

On Monday, 27NOV23, we saw a number of staff and cadets receive their Gold Duke of Edinburgh's 
Award at the Melbourne Town Hall, presented by Scott Chapman, CEO of Royal Flying Doctors 
Service Victoria.  

These 7 Cadets and staff spent 12-18 months working towards achieving their award in areas such 
as Voluntary Service, Physical Recreation, Skills, Adventurous Journeys and Residential Projects. 
These translate into AAFC involvements such as Drill and Ceremonial, Personal Development and 
Leadership courses, General Service Training, Bivouacs, as well as Squadron roles such as a Section 
Commander, Chief Instructor to achieve this internationally recognised award. 

 

            
 

Congratulations to the following Gold Award recipients: 

CPL(AAFC) Rohan Dalton 408SQN 

LAC(AAFC) Spencer Waymire 4WG 

AC(AAFC) Ryan Powell 418SQN 

CUO Josh Berry 406SQN 

CUO Jessica Georgeson 410SQN  

CWOFF Gus Thiel 419SQN  

CFSGT Chelsea Watson 416SQN 

Former cadets - CWOFF Katie Walker 406SQN, Ella Sinclair 2WG 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Meetings 

August 

       

https://www.facebook.com/4wg.aafc/posts/pfbid0Y9bzPekptnmq73EPBAmqGG5WYwwHjHdFPk54WVDJGnY17rhQaz4CUHv7grx6bR8nl?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUxJnaB1mmXdxTAGHj8xx7NTOHzunkUZVr-yp_JMyvdfUkaONWUFM2R7s1KOD-EwdqtEN-m8jc-5Cpe2KotjgGg7Sl0HTdRVcvSorG3YS5wRgH7yQ19mguGyhl1biiFIZ8dY5JG5V9uInAMPr7Z_GI62_AEnRdVubGDlSRt8oqg1XKPMJiREy_b3K-ZGcnc4T4&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
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September 

    

 

October 

    

 

November 

    

 

December 
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Geoff Palfreman’s Air Cadet Story 

 

I suppose my passion for aircraft started from the fact that I was born near a 

factory, in which my father worked during the war making Avro Lancasters 

and Ansons. 

When we moved to Great Yarmouth, the school to which I eventually went had 

compulsory Army Cadets and I survived a year in khaki before retreating in 

blue/grey with 221 Sqn ATC.  A short year with that, during which, a day at local RAF Coltishall 

gave me a flight in a Nav trainer Anson in which the mysteries of G8 were explained.   

I missed out on fulfilling my bucket list of a flight in a helicopter because time ran out.  A beautiful 

Bristol Sycamore would have filled the bill but not to be.  It was some 70 years later, with the Rocky 

Mountaineer in Calgary, where, in a Bell 206, that item would be ticked off. 

On my first ANZAC Day, at my new school, Hampton High, I was overjoyed to see a schoolmate 

Eddie Scholz in a RAAF uniform as a member of 17 Flt.  I trotted along to join Flt Lt Bob Davis' 

Flight at Caulfield Tech.  I remember the crew of ex-war staff Vin Daly, CI, Russ Lambert, Adj, 

Frank Seddon, Reg McConnell, Bill Fazackerly and Jim Robinson.  I also remember CUO Ron 

Lennard, who later served as AdeC to the Governor, and FSgt Hunt, brother of ex CdtPltOff Graham 

who flew Vampires with 21Sqn.  I feel that my Flying Scholarship award may have contributed to 

17Flt gaining recognition for The Most Proficient Flight (a propeller trophy) in 1960.   

However, in the year before that, I experienced the biggest disappointment of my life when I had 

been selected for RAAF College but failed two subjects in Matriculation and was therefore 

scrubbed.  As a consolation, being selected for the Flying Scholarship gave me hope for the future 

and, with 82 flying hours paid by the RAAF, I felt an obligation to re-contribute to the Corps in the 

following years. 

 
CdtCpls Warwick Beasley, Geoff 

Palfreman and CdtSgt Denis O’Brien 

December 1960. 

Upon reaching termination age, I enlisted in the 

RAAF Reserve (A316045) and used my ATC-learned 

instructional technique* skills to teach young cadets.  

In nine years of night school at RMIT, 4 nights per 

week, with Friday at 17 Flight gave little time for 

relaxation.  However, this paid off when I became a 

Mechanical Engineer and secured a position at the 

Government Aircraft Factory at 'The Bend' 

(Fishermen’s Bend). 

Upon graduating in 1969, I was commissioned with 

the rank of Flying Officer, having attained the rank of 

Sergeant and therefore missing the Pilot Officer step.   

At that SNCO rank, I remember escorting the RAAF Ensign, with fixed bayonet, on the ANZAC 

Parade down Swanston St wondering what I should do if the Ensign was attacked by Vietnam 

protesters.  

After sharing the 17Flt Noel St Brighton facilities for some time, with Bert Baensch as 3FltCdr, for 

reasons which I can't remember, the two Flights were combined as 3/17Flt.  As a new Flying 

Officer, I was asked by HQ to liaise with Dandenong Artillery Depot to restart 3Flt there.  This was 

achieved and a healthy relationship was formed with weekends to Puckapunyal for live firings.  

Various people passed through as my staff, including Barry Videon who would later become one of 

our most respected leaders. 

The year after Stan Taylor had started 6Flt Frankston at Monterey Tech, it was requested that I take 

over, which I did. Bob Clark, Barney O'Shea, Harold Kendal-Wigley were the staff.  Hewan O'Neil 

came in at some stage as Adjutant.  We had four Lee Enfields fitted with .22 Morris Tubes which we 



       
ATC/AAFC Newsletter December 2023          Page 6 

used at Frankston Rifle Club Range under the guidance of Wee Robbie Clark.  Following success of 

the Flight, the Squadron CO, Alf Fickler, saw fit to give me the second braid.  After some years 

there, I was posted back to 3Flt Dandenong - much closer to home in Dingley. 

From there my posting to HQ as SqnLdr SOSUP was unexpected and upset a few long standing 

members.  I think Keith Anderson (from Flying Scholarship days) may have had some influence in 

my selection.  I served in that position for five years until the white-anting of a colleague became 

too much to bear and I resigned, reverting to my substantive (RAAF Reserve) rank of FltLt.   

When asked by Wg Cdr Videon if would take over my old Flight of 6 Flt from the late Neil 

Thompson, I agreed.  By this time it had moved with its host Army unit from its barracks near the 

railway line to a new place at Baxter.   

There I had a succession of staff problems; a Chief Instructor who was drummed out for 

impersonating a Medical Practioner, staff posted in who never turned up, untimely death of a staff 

member Treasurer, and staff who were more concerned with their other activities which left me 

sometimes the only adult at the Flight.   

In closing, I must mention my career highlights:  Firstly with CSIRO testing the mechanical 

properties of timber species, next, at Aeronautical Research Labs, mech testing of aircraft materials 

and structures, then testing parachutes, mattresses (not in the way you might imagine) and other 

service items at the RAAF's Quality Control Labs. 

As a junior engineer at the GAF, I was assigned to a new target drone project, called Turana, as 

Weights Engineer and general dogsbody.  This saw me twice at the Woomera Rocket Range, many 

times at Jervis Bay with Turana launching from Destroyers and Destroyer escorts.  

 
The Turana  

At the conclusion of that project I went on to 

support the Ikara AS missile, in service with 

RAN, RN and Brazil.  Business class to 

Plymouth UK and to Rio de Janeiro in support 

of Ikara whetted my appetite for world travel.  

When ASTA (Aerospace Technologies of 

Australia, ex GAF) folded, quoting my AIRTC 

experience, I got a job teaching at Swinburne 

TAFE.  I'm sure Stef Kudilczak's glowing 

reference clinched the deal.   

Apart from teaching engineering subjects, knowing of my PPL, my Head of Department got me to 

devise a Pilot Training Diploma course to cater for students who's scores were not high enough for 

entry to the Bachelor of Aviation.  I managed this for some ten years before retiring through bad 

health.   

So here I am, an eighty-year old, with crook lungs, but with fond memories of forty years in Air 

Cadets, including the many three week stints of promotion courses at East Sale, the odd camps at 

Ballarat, Laverton, Point Cook, many faces of cadets and staff (some becoming life-long friends), 

the chortling of the Magpies on crisp winter mornings, the flies in summer, and those magnificent 

swamp gums around ESL Base. 

 

Geoff P 

*An ex-RAAF teacher in my GradDipEd course described the RAAF Instructional Technique 

Course as starting as a ten week course in which all the BS was taken out leaving two days which 

were then padded out to make into a week. 
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Vale  
 

Lloyd Knight - 1932 to 2023 
 

Lloyd Knight - ATC Cadet - RAAF Pilot – Examiner of Airmen – Author - and friend.   

 

I met Lloyd Knight in 2018 through a mutual friend, Janet McDonald.   

Lloyd started as an ATC Cadet, became a RAAF fighter pilot, served in the Korean and Vietnam 

wars, worked as a civilian Examiner of Airmen, was a chronicler of his aviation experiences, and 

was a fellow member of the Air Force Association.   

As Editor of our Newsletter, I asked him to recount some of his RAAF and other flying experiences 

and he readily agreed.   

  He came to our meeting in April 2019 at which he 

presented President Laurie with his book “Diary of a 

Pilot”.   

And we published a couple of his anecdotes in 

subsequent editions.  See the June 2019 and the 

August 2019 Newsletters. 

Just recently, I attended our mutual friend Janet 

McDonald’s 100th birthday party in Kew and had a 

long talk with Lloyd.   

So, I am very sad that Lloyd has left us.   

Ian Cohn 

 

See also RSL Victoria News | Meet the 2023 ANZAC Day March Leaders 

Here is a short description of his book and outline of Lloyd’s life :- 

“Diary of a Pilot - Above and Beyond”  By Lloyd Knight  

Lloyd Knight was born in Sydney, Australia in 1932.  Leaving high school at a pre-

matriculation level, Lloyd first joined the Air Training Corps and, after a couple of years as a 

Cadet, joined the Royal Australian Air Force in 1951.  His flying career spanned an unbroken 

period to retirement in 2003.  It comprised three approximately equal phases, as an Air Force 

pilot, Commercial Pilot and Examiner of Airmen/Flying Operations Inspector with Australian 

Civil Aviation Safety Authority.   

As a RAAF pilot, Lloyd flew fighters in Korea, helicopters in Vietnam, and C130 Hercules 

transports after Vietnam.  Lloyd covers the phases of his flying career in a series of anecdotes 

about significant, amusing and notable events in his flying life.  

Lloyd finishes his book with a poignant, positive and inspiring account of caring for his wife 

after she suffered a debilitating stroke.  Altogether a fascinating insight into the life of an 

expert aviator.  

 

 

 

https://rslvic.com.au/news/march-leaders-honour-the-korean-war
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'Go Around' 
 

A Lloyd Knight Story 

 

When I returned from Korea in 1953, I was posted back to Williamtown as a staff pilot (sergeant). I 

was involved in following the Queen's tour (1954) around the eastern states, where we provided 'fly 

pasts' in Vampires at various royal functions.  Then in the latter half of that year, I was posted to 

Point Cook to undergo training as an ATC. In those days ATCs were all serving, or ex-aircrew. 

 

I did not consider it a 'plum' posting for a 'hot-shot' young fighter pilot.  However, it turned out to be 

a very interesting job, and I certainly learned a lot more about flying, viewing it from 'the other end'. 

 

Flying training was still quite extensive at that time. So, with the two schools, FTS and College, 

operating Tiger Moths and Wirraways, it was a very busy airfield. Although there were two concrete 

runways we often adopted the all-over field concept as used in Britain during WW2. This facilitated 

multiple landings and improved the overall efficiency of traffic control. 

 

You may remember my describing Mobile Control in 'Pull up, Pull up' in 'Korean Capers'. Well, we 

used the same type of vehicle at Point Cook. It had a fully equipped mini-control room with a glass 

top, fitted onto a truck bed. It was affectionately known as the 'Pie Cart'. We would set this up at the 

final approach end of the field, pointing into wind. A single take-of lane was marked out to the left 

of the van, and up to six landing lanes marked to the right. The three inner ones were used by the 

non-radio 'Tigers'. The outer three serviced the radio equipped 'Wirras'. It could get quite hectic for 

the controller, with a mike in one hand calling 'Turn five, lane six' to a Wirra while flashing a red or 

green 'Aldis Lamp' signal to a Tiger. On fine days, this was usually accomplished outside the van, 

standing on the grass. 

 

When a student was considered ready for his first solo flight, the instructor would climb out of his 

front seat in the Tiger and stand by the pie cart, while his charge roared off to complete a circuit and 

landing. 

 

One fine day I was standing at the back of the van, mike in one hand and signalling lamp in the other, 

when this College instructor sent his lad off.  The student came around onto final for his first attempt. 

He was way too high and if he'd continued, would have ended up in the Cypress trees at the other 

end of the aerodrome.  The instructor said, 'Send him round'.  I flashed him a red and the student 

opened the throttle and circled for another attempt.   

 

When he came gliding down for his next go, he was still about 150 feet up as he approached the van.  

I flashed him a red again, but he was too close in to see it.  About halfway down the field he realised 

he wasn't going to make it, so initiated a go-round.  The instructor was getting a little agitated now 

and was probably wondering if he'd misjudged the lad's ability.   

 

On the third attempt, he was still about a hundred feet up as he passed us.  Cupping his hands around 

his mouth, the instructor yelled up at the top of his voice, 'Go around'.  This little be-goggled (and 

probably bedazzled) face popped over the side of the cockpit looking down at us, then the throttle 

opened and off he went again.  

 

'Who needs a radio?'   

 

He landed safely on the next attempt. 
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My Tie With the Concorde 

From Peter Johnson, branch member and former Sun newspaper aviation writer, RAAF public 

relations officer, and manager defence public affairs Victoria/Tasmania. 

 

In the mid to late 1970s I was aviation writer at the Melbourne 

Sun newspaper, a golden age to be in a job like that.  It was a 

period when both the Boeing 747 and the Anglo-French Concorde 

first entered airline service. 

I was lucky enough to fly Concorde three times—Melbourne to 

Singapore and back and Paris to Bahrain.  The Melbourne-

Singapore trip took just 3 hours 40 minutes. Incredible but true. 

During that period a consortium of British airways, Rolls Royce 

and British Aircraft Corporation hosted a group of international 

journalists on a tour of their facilities in Britain.  This included a 

visit to the Concorde production hangar at Filton, Bristol. 

 

Their public affairs staff who met us at our London hotel on the 

evening of our arrival wore distinctive ties, which bore a 

Concorde logo and a supersonic equation. 

Unsurprisingly we journalists were very interested in acquiring 

some and after a polite request, we were each presented with one 

at breakfast next morning. 

That is the tie I wore to the ATC/AAFC branch monthly meeting 

in November. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Blasts from the Past 
 

 
This pic appears on the 17 Flt/ 417 Sqn Facebook page posted by Kyle McDonald 

on 05APR2014.  Who were they and what was the occasion? 
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From the last edition 

 
A fine body of RAAF Reservists defending Australia.  Where, when and who? 

 

Well, the Editor has committed a faux pas with this one.  He recently found out that this picture first 

appeared in the October 2014 edition, Issue 48, of this prestigious publication. 

 

And then we received the definitive comment on the photo from Dave Crickmore in Issue 49. 

Dave wrote:- 

 

Hello there Ian  

Well what a collection of villains! 

I remember this camp very well as the RAAF had just introduced a new scheme for the grading of 

candidates on promotion courses, and as the ATC was an official part for the RAAF at that stage 

and the cadet's results were on their official RAAF file, we had to comply.  What a task!  From 

memory I was the Camp Commandant or what ever title we had in those days, and I ran the CUO 

Course.  Wilf Knapp was the Training Officer, Hewan O'Neil the Adjutant, and I think Albert 

may have been in Supply role at that time.  We had to list all the cadets on each course that he 

conducted in order of the total of their results.  That was easy as there was only 1 CUO Course, 

but there were several SNCO and more JNCO courses to be tabulated as well.  After you listed the 

cadets in score order you then had to determine what was the Pass score.  Those above the PASS 

score passed, those below failed.  Then from the list of Passed cadets the next task was to 

determine where the CREDIT score should be, then those above the CREDIT score were granted 

DISTINCTION scores.  It took Wilf, and I think Ron Elms, and I, well after midnight to complete 

the job as the results were needed next morning to the various Course Commanders for their info, 

and recording on the cadets’ records.   

Now from memory the photo.  Starting with back row and reading from left to right:- 

Albert Lindner, ? Ron? Kirk, ? (could have been the PAF driver John we had attached to the camp, 

John Botwood, Kraj Lrajewski, Ian Coulson, Wilf Knapp, ?, Harold Stevens, ?Front row left to right 

Ron Elms, Ken Patton, Les Chanter (one of my DI's when I did NST at Laverton), John Strickland, 

Hewan O'Neill, DC., Barry Mansell, Gordon Lowing, John Gracie, Ian Cohn, and Steve Kudilczak. 

Not sure who the two people kneeling in front.-right- Doug Cameron from 23 FLT Mildura? 

 

Thankyou to all our members that replied to help identify the guilty this time. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
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Book Review 
First Crossing  The 1919 Trans-Atlantic Flight of Alcock and 
Brown, by Robert O. Harder.  © 2022, ISBN 9781620068762 

 

Reviewed by Alastair Boake, Glendale WI  USA. 

I had heard of Alcock and Brown flying a Vickers Vimy across the Atlantic, since I was a lad, but I 

knew no details.  “First Crossing” describes the entire history, from each aviator’s background, to 

the actual flight and the recognition the crew received.   

 
At the landing site, near Clifden 

Ireland 

 
The Vickers Vimy at the Science Museum, Kensington 

London UK 

The book is well researched by the author who has USAF B-52 crew credentials.  The author makes 

the story compelling with some fictionalizations and includes sufficient technical detail about the 

Vimy and the flight.  The flight happened 8 years before Lindbergh’s solo Atlantic crossing. 

The reviewer had the opportunity to visit the Alcock and Brown landing site memorial, at Marconi 

Street, Derrigimlagh Bog, County Galway Ireland.  And during the same week view the restored 

Alcock and Brown Vickers Vimy at the Science Museum, London UK.   

        

The fuselage left, or port side has the fabric removed to show internals.   

One book I read said the fuselage lacked torsional strength.  In turbulence, there was so much 

flexing the pilot could barely control the control surfaces. 

I'm reading more books for cross reference apparently lots of artistic license and hearsay have crept 

in. 



       
ATC/AAFC Newsletter December 2023          Page 12 

The Editor’s Epistle 
 
Thanks  

Thanks is due to our contributors to this edition of the Newsletter, our President Laurie,  

4 Wing AAFC, Dave Crickmore, Alastair Boake, Peter Johnson and Geoff Palfreman.   

A merry Christmas and a happy New Year to all our readers. 

Your Editor 
 
Impiorum requies 

Vive l'Ukraine 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Internet Links of Interest 

Air Force News -     https://www.airforce.gov.au/news-and-events/news  

AFA ATC/AAFC Branch page         raafavic.org.au/content/758/branch-atc-aafc 

Air Cadet Alumni -    www.airforcecadets.gov.au/our-supporters/alumni  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION VICTORIA 
 

   
 

 

ATC/AAFC BRANCH 
 

ATTENTION - ALL ADULT MEMBERS 
of the  

AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE CADETS 
 

 

The AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION (Victorian Division) would welcome you as a member of 

our Branch.  As part of this proud Association with its long standing record of Service, the 

ATC/AAFC Branch membership consists of former ATC, AirTC and former and currently 

serving members of the AAFC.   Associate memberships are available for partners.   
 

 

For membership enquiries, please contact: 
 

 

 

Laurie Bell – Branch President 

43 Stenhouse Av, Brooklyn, 3012 Vic. 

03 9314 6223 or 0412 505 887 

laurieandadel@gmail.com    

Hugh Tank – Branch Secretary 

11 Paulette Court , Blackburn South, 

3130, Victoria. 

03 9877 3424 

General Enquiries 

The Air Force Association:  

03 9813 4600 

office@raafavic.org.au  
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