
November/December 2021. 

                                                                                                “Liberator Relives” 
Patron: 

Grp Capt Carl Schiller (Ret) OAM CSM  

 

B-24 Liberator Memorial Australia Incorporated 

President      Secretary        Treasurer 

Lyn Gorman    Paul Rourke       Gary Singline 

18 Maddison Circuit   PO Box 156, Werribee, Vic. 3030   PO Box 156, Werribee, Vic. 3030                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Darley Vic. 3340                                           Ph: 0409179254    Ph: 0420491182  

Ph:  0488 588 011         

                                 

Hangar Phone: (03) 9731 1263   email: liberator@b24australia.org.au  Web page: http://WWW.b24australia.org.au

Thanks to Tim Pallas and his staff who print this 

newsletter free of charge. 
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We would like to wish you all 

a merry Christmas with a 

happy, prosperous and safe 

New Year. 

 

Lest we forget 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas break 

The hangar will be closed from 3.30pm on 16 

December 2021 until 11 January 2022 for our 

Christmas break.  

 

Remembrance Day at our hangar 

A remembrance service was held at the hangar on 

Armistice Day with our volunteers in attendance. 

 
 

 

In addition, a plaque commemorating the service of 

our late secretary, Mrs Judith Gilbert, was unveiled. 
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AGM report 

 

The meeting was opened at 10.20am by our Vice-

President Graham Collis, with 27 members in 

attendance and 23 apologies. 

Our Patron, Group Captain (Ret.) Carl Schiller, 

addressed the meeting, reminding RAAFA 

members and families having difficulties due to 

Covid that help was available from his organisation. 

He went on to comment on the good number of 

volunteers who had returned to our hangar after 

the lockdown. He concluded by wishing us well for 

2022. 

 

The postponed Minutes and the Treasurer’s reports 

for the AGMs of 2019 and 2020 were submitted 

and accepted. 

 

The Minutes and Treasurer’s report for 2021 were 

submitted and accepted. 

 

The President’s report was read and accepted. In 

addition, the Liberator and Oxford report was 

submitted for inclusion in the meeting minutes. 

 

The 2021 Office Bearers and Committee Members 

were returned for 2022 as there were no additional 

nominations and no election was necessary. 

 

Awards 

Dave Miller was awarded Life Membership for long 

and meritorious service. 

 
Dave Miller with our Secretary, Paul Rourke 

 

Tony Muller received the Ken Bullen annual trophy 

for his activities in the maintenance and financial 

areas. 

 
Tony Muller with Vice-President Graham Collis 

 

11 September 2021 Committee meeting (by 

email) 

The financial report had been previously submitted 

and was discussed and accepted. 

 

The draft floor plan for hangar 2, post-2025, was 

submitted for input on identified alterations. A 

number of actions remain open due to the desire to 

have a face-to-face meeting and clarification of 

concerns. 

 

Hangar 1 relocation progress report as at 22 

October 2021 

Our formal street address will be issued to us once 

the hangar 1 move and land transfer registration 

have been finalised. 

 

Hangar News 

Our hangar reopened for business on 2 December. 

It was pleasing to note the majority of our 

volunteers were present and compliant with current 

Covid regulations.  

 

We were also pleased to see Tony Maher return 

after his major surgery.  
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Liberator work in progress 

 

This resin seat for the front turret was 

comprehensively restored from a much worn and 

damaged original. The resin material was the 

forerunner of fibre glass and other non-metallic 

materials used to form non-structural parts for 

aircraft fitment. Knowledge of the original materials 

and coatings was valuable when used on this 

component’s restoration.  

 

Oxford work in progress 

 

Part of the stainless steel starboard fire wall being 

trial fitted to the front spar of the Oxford centre 

section (as at August 2021) 

A request for readable Oxford drawings has been 

made to our affiliated group of aircraft museums. 

We have received a response to our Oxford 

drawing request from the ‘Saving Amy’ group in the 

UK, and the possibility of purchasing readable 

copies is being negotiated. The ‘Saving Amy’ group 

is involved in an Oxford restoration similar to ours, 

but they are more advanced on their restoration. 

 

The ‘Saving Amy’ project is centred on Airspeed 

Oxford Mk v, Ser. No. EB 518 and is located at 

Hangar 42, Blackpool Airport, Lancashire, UK.  

 

 

 

 

Information request 

 

A gentleman from Europe contacted us and wanted 

assistance to identify two items from a B-24 crash 

site in Austria. This was the first item. After some 

research it was concluded that this was a nearly 

spent bullet lodged in part of the rear turret fan 

cooling system. The second item was a hydraulic 

pump that was part of the rear turret drive system. 

Not forgotten 

 

From our archives we retrieved correspondence 

from Pat Trewin identifying two crews that had 

flown training missions in our A72-176 out of RAAF 
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Tocumwal. Pat’s father is wearing the slanted cap 

in the photograph.  

Syd Trewin retired from the RAAF in 1972 with the 

rank of Wing Commander. 

The crew in the photograph are Ted Paterson, 

Selwyn Gibson, Jim Richardson, Syd Trewin. 

Syd Trewin’s logbook entries stated that A72-176 

flew the following training missions. 

19 September 1945. Flt Sgt Gibson, Cpl. 

Witherbridge, F/O Paterson, Flt Sgt Richardson 

flew from Tocumwal to Cape Northumberland (SA) 

and return. 

23 September 1945. Flt Sgt Richardson, F/O 

Paterson, Flt Sgt Gibson, Cpl. Witherbridge flew 

from Tocumwal to Lake Stewart to Broken Hill and 

return. 

Of interest 

Conversation stopper 

I would love to help you out. Which way did you 

come in? 

Something different 

 

The request to locate some missing editions of the B-

24 Liberator newsletters has been successfully 

concluded. 

Many thanks to one of our senior members, Merv 

Schneider, whose persistence in searching his 

personal archives produced this great result. 

Stop Press!!!! 

Milestone reached on Oxford  project 

Two weeks ago the Oxford team achieved a great 

step forward by assembling the first vertical main 

frame of the fuselage to the horizontal centre 

section. This vertical item is a major fuselage frame 

and is integral to the fuselage structure. This event 

is considered a major milestone in aircraft 

restoration activities. 

 

The frame and part of the Oxford team 

Forthcoming events 

At our hangar 

It is intended to hold an Open day at our hangar on 

20 February 2022. The program will include a 

‘Welcome to our Anson’ and active demonstrations by 

The Geelong Military Re-enactment Group with their 

equipment. This event is subject to Covid restrictions 

permitting it to proceed.  

At Tocumwal NSW 

We have responded positively to an invitation to 

participate and provide exhibits in an organised 

Airshow event at the Tocumwal airfield on 10 April 

2022. As this was the main training base for Liberator 

aircrew during World War II, the importance of  our 

participation is recognised. 

President’s message 

We were fortunate that the easing of Covid 

restrictions allowed us to hold our AGM at the hangar 

in November. I welcome the Committee members 

whose election was announced and thank them for 

serving on our Committee of Management for 2022. 

It has been wonderful to see visitors returning to the 

hangar and museum, and we hope the numbers will 

continue to grow in 2022. 

We need to recruit new members to our association, 

as numbers have declined in recent years. Do, 

please, recommend membership to anyone who 

might be interested. Perhaps you might purchase a 

year’s membership as a Christmas gift for a friend. 

It would be nice to think that, by this time in 2022, we 

shall be able to think of the Coronavirus pandemic as 

a thing of the past. Perhaps the Omicron variant 

signifies the ‘last gasp’ of the virus…. Certainly, we 

are planning activities during the first half of the new 

year on the assumption that people will be able to 

gather at the hangar or visit airshows elsewhere. 
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I wish all our readers and families a happy, healthy 

and safe holiday season. 

For Gabrielle 

This evening at 7.00pm there will be carol singing in 

the park across from the Church. Bring a blanket and 

come prepared to sin. 

Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on 24 

October in the Church. So ends the friendship that 

began in their schooldays. 

Compiled by Dave Miller davezcorio@gmail.com 

Edited by Lyn Gorman 

Packaged and distributed by Jenny Dark 

Membership Secretary, Graham Collis  graham.collis59@gmail.com 
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