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AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION VICTORIA 
 

 
  

 

ATC/AAFC BRANCH 
ABN 96 091 342 304 

 

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER 
Issue No 86    December 2022 

   
 

Presidentôs Message 
 

 

Vale Keith Barr.  

It is with sadness that we acknowledge 

the very recent passing of our long 

associated and highly respected fellow 

member Keith Barr, who was a true 

legend in the field of aviation. 

We extend our sincere thoughts and sympathy to dear Nan 

and the family in their loss and time of sorrow. 

R.I.P. Keith.  

Keithôs life in aviation began in 1943 when, at the age of 16 he 

joined and became an Air Training Corps cadet with No. 30 

(Parramatta) Squadron of No. 2 Wing, N.S.W. 

A full account of Keithôs career can be found in our member 

Cyrus McFarlaneôs excellent book, ñTojoôs Fateò.  

Chapter 4 of the book is titled ñBorn Too Lateò and it provides 

an informative account of Keithôs flying life.  I have been 

advised by the author that there are still a few copies of the book 

available for anyone looking for a good and historically factual 

read.   

Should anyone be interested in purchasing a copy, please contact 

me for referral to Cyrus.   

 

Office      Holders 

President  Laurie Bell 

Vice President  Peter Wilson 

Secretary  Hugh Tank 

Treasurer  Tony Synhur 

Delegate  John MacDonald 

Returning Officer  Graeme Smith 

   

Newsletter Editor  Ian Cohn 

 
 
 

Please send your contributions to 
scsiac@bigpond.com 

or  
Box 486, Mt Beauty, VIC, 3699 

 

Deadline for next issue ï 26FEB23 
 

 

Welfare 
 

 

Branch Welfare Officers 
Hugh Tank   on 03 9877 3424 

and Peter Wilson 
 

If you are aware of any member who is 
unwell please contact Hugh or Peter. 

 

mailto:scsiac@bigpond.com
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Presidentôs Message (Continued) 

 

On a happier note, I once again had the pleasure of attending this yearôs AAFC Annual Drill Parade at 

Point Cook on Sunday, the 9th of October and once again, the sight of so many Squadrons on parade was 

a spectacle to behold.   

Congratulations to WGCDR (AAFC) Kylie Walker, Officer Commanding 4 Wing AAFC, SQNLDR 

(AAFC) Samantha OôSullivan (Staff Officer Development and Community Engagement) and all other 

Staff members whose assistance made the parade a success AND éspecial congratulations to all of the 

Award Winners who were justifiably recognised for their efforts.  Well Done to all! 

Members please note:- Re:  ATC/AAFC Branch Christmas Luncheon. 

As previously advised, the response to both our email (and general posted mail to those without Internet 

facility) wherein we asked for Expressions of Interest for the proposed Christmas Luncheon scheduled 

for the 11th of December, fell well short of the number of attendees required to make the function a 

feasible proposition and this left the committee with no other option than to cancel the original booking. 

In view of this decision, the committee decided to hold a first Friday of the month luncheon on the 2nd of 

December instead, on the basis that all meals ordered off the Bistroôs Menu will be subsidised by the 

ATC/AAFC Branch.  

As per usual, the ordering of meals will commence at 1130hrs and when ordering meals, the attendees 

should advise that their meal is to be added to the ñAir Force tabò. 

Note:- All drinks will be available as per usual ex the bar BUT will be at the attendeeôs cost. 

The committee thanks those who responded to the attendance survey and we hope that this alternative 

arrangement provides more opportunity for some who were perhaps unable to attend on the previous, 

original date. 

Take care, stay well and if, for some reason we donôt see you beforehand, Best Wishes to all for a Merry 

Christmas and a safe and Happy New Year. 

  

Laurie. 

 

 

   AAFC News        

AUSTRALIAN AIRFORCE CAD ETS ï NO 4 WING UPDATE 

From SQNLDR(AAFC) Samantha OôSullivan 

Staff Officer Development & Community Engagement 

4 Wing Headquarters Point Cook 

WHAT  ARE OUR CADETS UP TO? 
4WG Australian Air Force Cadets 

June -August 2022 

WINTER BIVOUACS  

420SQN CITY OF BENALLA -WANGARATTA  

420 Squadron hit the bush for their first Bivouac for 2022, at a training area located at Taminick, 

northwest of Glenrowan.  This area provides cadets with a wide variety of landscape and opportunities 

to experience field craft in all of its forms.  
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Cadets have been actively conducting bush navigation, patrolling utilising field signals and movements 

as well as demonstrating cam & concealment, shelter building and self catering their meals. 

     

401 SQN SURREY HILLS 

401SQN cadets and staff conducted their second bivouac at Dallas Brooks Scout Camp for Exercise 

Exodus - to exercise fieldcraft theory and practical elements learnt throughout the year. 

 

This included Fieldcraft Recruit, Basic and Survival proficiency.  The culmination on the night exercise 

involves cadets using RATEL to receive a grid reference, search patterns to locate a mock casualty, 

deploy a field stretcher or improvised field stretcher and rendezvous with 'starlight' for a simulated 

helicopter extraction with simulated sounds and lights. 

Success resulted in mass hot chocolate and cookies to help endure a cold Melbourne evening! 
 

     

 

4 WING BIVOUAC ï QUEENS BIRTHDAY LONG WEEKEND JUNE 22  

Cadets from around the state have enjoyed spending their long weekend at the 4 Wing Bivouac! Under a 

óspace themedô scenario, cadets navigated in sections to various activities, where they practised 

teamwork, problem solving and field skills to complete a variety of fun and innovative challenges.  
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These include drone piloting, model rocketry, camouflage and concealment, stretcher building, field 

engineering, morse code deciphering and more!  Upon completion of each activity, cadets received clues 

for their final navigation exercise, where sections raced each other to reach a secret location.  Over the 

four days, cadets also used hexamine tablets and stoves to cook their own meals, using ration packs 

prepared by the Wing.  

The Wing bivouac was designed to offer experiential, scenario-based activities for cadets with an 

interest in fieldcraft and seeking challenges beyond what their Squadron may offer. As the first of its 

kind in the recent era, this activity paves the way for more exciting Wing field exercises to come. 

       

 

4WG REMOTE PILOT COURSE 2022 

 

Senior cadets from across Victoria had the unique opportunity to attend the 5-day residential Remote 

Pilot License Course (RePL) at RAAF Base Williams Laverton during the June school holidays.   

This fantastic STEM skills opportunity was funded by Cadet Branch - Air Force (CB-AF) and provided 

twenty cadets a nationally accredited CASA qualification, which allows them to pursue many 

opportunities in the rapidly expanding UAV sector, both within the AAFC and their future pathways. 

Nowadays, drones are used in defence, engineering, mining, photography, environment, building & 

construction, agriculture, disaster management and many other areas.   

A big thank you to the staff team, and SOT 4WG who supported this ñpilotò program.  Such initiatives 

allow progressive range of training options to be available to the next generation of AAFC Cadets. 
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4 WING END OF COURSE PARADE // PROMOTION DETACHMENT 2/22  

 

   
 

On Saturday, 09 July 22, an End of Course Parade was held for the completion of the mid-year SNCO 

and JNCO courses held at RAAF Base Williams - Laverton & Point Cook.  

The Parade Commander was CUO Kiamah Dowling of 406SQN and the Parade Warrant Officer was 

CWOFF Gus Thiel of 419SQN.  Escort Squadron Commander was CUO Charlotte O'Sullivan of 

403SQN, Escort Squadron Warrant Officer was CWOFF Jake Dimovski of 418SQN, and Escort Flight 

Commanders were Patrick Nguyen of 405SQN and CUO Sienna Levy of 402SQN 

Host Officer was FLGOFF(AAFC) Bree Neve, and the Reviewing Officer was Air Force Liaison 

Officer 4WG WGCDR Trevor Murphy 

Congratulations to over 140 cadets and cadet staff who trained for the two solid weeks of the June 

school holidays to form such a large and high-quality parade on the day.  Despite Melbourne weather 

being true to form, cadets marched through rain and sunshine to deliver a fantastic show for their 

parents, squadrons, and special guests. 

Such parades showcase the culmination of daily drill and ceremonial training undertaken by our cadets 

during the detachment.  This training is in addition to the program of subjects including instructional 

technique, leadership, organisational understanding as well development of their personal attributes and 

teamwork as courses.   

As always, 4 Wing thanks and acknowledges the detachment staff who give up their own personal leave, 

to supervise, mentor, assess and develop our young people into the next phase of cadet leaders.   
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After the challenging two-week promotion detachment, the Promotion Course Awards were also 

presented.  Congratulations to the 4WG cadets who were awarded the following: 

 

142 SNCO Dux: CCPL Peter Xu - 415 SQN 

143 SNCO Dux: CCPL Sanuda Gamlath - 401  

SQNLDR(AAFC) Albert Linder PSM Overall Dux of SNCO courses: CCPL Peter Xu - 415 SQN 

251 JNCO Dux: LCDT Aarav Patel - 418 SQN 

252 JNCO Dux: LCDT Ella Bennet - 417 SQN  

253 JNCO Dux: LCDT Katherine Richardson - 414 SQN 

254 JNCO Dux: LCDT Claire Darrigan - 416 SQN 

Ross Watson Memorial Shield for Overall Dux of JNCO Courses: LCDT Aarav Patel - 418 SQN 

 

Dux of Excellence Awards: 

142 SNCO: CCPL Jonathon Eather - 427 SQN 

143 SNCO: CCPL James Liddell - 408 SQN 

251 JNCO: LCDT Tiffany Nguyen - 405 SQN 

252 JNCO: LCDT Joseph Adametz - 418 SQN 

253 JNCO: LCDT Toby Beggs - 420 SQN 

254 JNCO: LCDT Claire Darrigan - 416 SQN 

 

The Ack Loveless Award for the highest combined Leadership score: LCDT Aarav Patel - 418 SQN 

 

Congratulations to all of our award recipients for your hard work, efforts and achievements during your 

time on promotion course detachment. 

 

GENERAL SERVICE TRAINING ï RAAF BASE EAST SALE 

 

The second round of GST detachments rolled out for the June holidays, allowing even more cadets 

across the Wing to experience life on an active RAAF base and its operations.  
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Once again, the GST program provided a more in depth look at which 

skills a AAFC Cadet leader needs to master as well as the art of 

followship.  Cadets experienced sessions with 1FTS, Officer Training 

School Leadership Reaction Course, flight tower visits, and flight 

simulators. 

 

In addition to the regular scheduled training, cadets were treated to a 

flight on a C-130J Super Hercules courtesy of the RAAF.  These 

flights are often not only the highlight of the detachment, but also the 

turning point of many young cadetsô interest and journeys into a career 

in Defence.  We thank our sponsors for providing such opportunities to 

the young people in our organisation.     

 
 
 

FAREWEL L TO  WING WARRANT OFFICER WOFF(AAFC) MATT CANE  

 

After 5 years in the role, WOFF(AAFC) Matt Cane has transitioned out of his role as 4WG Wing 

Warrant Officer with his last official day on 31 July 2022.  Matt commenced his journey to the top 

airman role back in 2014 when he was first appointed to RXI West, which he held for 5 years before 

progressing to the Deputy Wing Warrant Officer role in 2016. It was later this year that he took on the 

official appointment as Wing Warrant Officer and became a member of the Executive Leadership Team.  

 

Aside from his HQ duties and all the behind-the-scenes work conducted that many of us would never 

see, Matt was more recently an instructor on 4WG staff training detachments 

In 2019 Matt pioneered the Flying Fit couch-to-5km project in the spirit of health, well-being and 

supporting fundraising for veterans mental health.  For this work and personal dedication, he united a 

Wing of cadets and staff members of all ages for a positive outcome. As a result he was awarded a 

AAFC Commanderôs Commendation which was presented at the 2020 Promotion End of Course Parade.   

On behalf of all staff and cadets of 4WG, we thank WOFF(AAFC) Matthew Cane for his service to our 

Wing and wish him all the best with his continue AAFC pathway.   

 

INTER NATI ONAL PARADING - CSGT JAMES MCCARTHY 412SQN IN THE UK  

During July 2022, 967 Squadron in the Cumbria and Lancashire Wing, RAFAC (UK) welcomed Cadet 

Sergeant James McCarthy from 412 Squadron, Albury/Wodonga, to parade with them whilst he was on 

holidays in the UK. 

What a fantastic opportunity for CSGT McCarthy to gain an insight into a similar cadet organisation 

after almost 2 years of international travel and cadet activities bring halted.  

We trust that through this he will have wonderful memories and experiences to carry through his time as 

a AAFC cadet, and we thank 967SQN for hosting one of ours! 
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401 SQUADRON 80TH ANNIVERSARY BALL  

 

On 11 Aug 22, 401 Squadron ï Surrey Hills celebrated a belated 80th Anniversary, at the original formation point 
of the squadron, Box Hill Town Hall. Current cadets and staff were joined by Alumni and friends of the squadron, 

to honour the legacy and traditions forged in over 80 years of history.  

The Guest of Honour for the evening, Mayor of Whitehorse, Cr. Tina Liu, spoke about her own passion for 

aviation, and thanked 401 Squadron for their service to the City of Whitehorse.   

In the Cadet Executive address CUO Polgar commented ñLike so many cadets we are excited to march through 

the gates of 401 Squadron every Friday night, now the leaders of the team that we once aspired to be a part of. 

That is what 401 Squadron means to us and so many others, and we as the Cadet Executive team would like to 

acknowledge the major role that 401 Squadron has played in our livesò. 

The formalities of the evening were followed by cake, dancing and plenty of photos. 

 

     
 

 

COMMEMORATING VIETNA M VETERANS DAY 2022 
 

On 18 August, we commemorated Vietnam Veterans' Day on the anniversary of 
the Battle of Long Tan in 1966. 2022 also marks the 60th anniversary of 

Australiaôs involvement in the Vietnam War. We remember the sacrifices of 

those who died and reflect on almost 60,000 Australians who served during the 
10 years of conflict. Cadets and staff from 402SQN Watsonia supported their 

local service at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Greensborough.   

 
 

4WG SQUADRONS SUPPORT LEGACY WEEK 
 
At the end of August 2022, cadets of 426SQN Traralgon successfully raised 

over $1500 for Legacy in just 4 hours!  

The staff are so proud how well these cadets represented both the AAFC and 
426SQN, with the feedback from the community being so positive in particular 

about their dress and bearing, and also how great it was for them to be 

supporting Legacy.  

Over the last 2 years this squadron was unable to assist with Legacy Appeal, 
which was so disheartening, given they have been running this activity for well 

over 15 years.  It was great to see them back out in the Traralgon community 

and helping to support such a worthwhile charity. 

Cadets of 419SQN Shepparton also participated in supporting Legacy week 

by selling badges and bears at their local Bunnings store.  They were able to 

raise over $540 during the activity.   

Commanding Officer FLGOFF(AAFC) Trevor Morrison says they fundraise 
for Legacy as a community service opportunity for the cadets and have been 

supporting the campaign for over 10 years in Shepparton.  



  
ATC/AAFC Newsletter December 2022           Page 9 

WHAT ARE OUR CADETS UP TO? - September - November 2022 

 

AAFC80 ANNIVERSARY NATIONAL PARADE  
 

A delegation of 4WG cadets & staff member flew to Canberra to attend the AAFC80 Anniversary 

National Parade, which was held at Australian Defence Force Academy Parade ground on 01 October 

2022.  

After a full morning of parade practice, the group of cadets from all wings were taken to the Australian 

War Memorial for a tour and last post ceremony on the day.  

       

 

Inspecting the parade was the Chief of Royal Australian Air Force, Air Marshal Robert Chipman with 

our Commander Australian Air Force Cadets, Group Captain (AAFC) Mark Dorward. 

Approximately 140 members gathered from every State and Territory across Australia representing from 

each of our eight Wings, with all eight banners displayed together for the first time since the 75th 

anniversary in Canberra in 2016. The fly past by a Royal Australian Air Force E-7A Wedgetail made it a 

day to remember.  

 

CUO James Male from 426 Squadron Traralgon was a Flight Commander, with CUO Charlotte 

OôSullivan from 403 Squadron Beaconsfield as 4 Wing Banner Bearer, as well as the special guest of 

the organisers due to her involvement in designing the AAFC 80th Anniversary patch that was worn by 

all AAFC members throughout 2021.  

     

 

4WG ALL STAFF DINING IN NIGHT // STAFF RECOGNITION  

During the September All Staff Dining In Night at the Combined Officers and Sergeants Mess of RAAF 

Base Williams - Laverton, a number of staff achievements and milestones were recognised.  
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FSGT(AAFC) David Stephens 402 Squadron was presented with the Federation Star to his Australian 

Cadet Forces Service Medal (ACFSM) in recognition of his 40 years of service to the AAFC.   

WOFF(AAFC) Ross Scanlon was presented with the 3rd and 4th clasp to his ACFSM in recognition of 

over 35 years of service to the AAFC. 

FSGT(AAFC) Sheryl English 426 Squadron was presented with the 1st clasp to her ACFSM in 

recognition of 20 years of service to the AAFC. 

SQNLDR(AAFC) James Muus was recognised for his service as the outgoing Staff Officer Training. 

Throughout his three year tenure, James ensured the continuous delivery of training to cadets and staff 

alike in challenging circumstances. 

FLTLT(AAFC) David Cox received an Officer Commanding Commendation for his 22 years of service 

to the AAFC, particularly throughout his tenure as CO and XO of 425 SQN. 

WOFF(AAFC) Dan Morris was presented with his Certificate of Appointment as Wing Warrant Officer. 

PLTOFF(AAFC) Meg Goulding was presented with her Certificate of Appointment as Commanding 

Officer 401 Squadron - Surrey Hills. 

   

 

PLTOFF(AAFC) Ryan Adams was presented with his Certificate of Appointment as Commanding 

Officer 408 Squadron - Ring wood East. 

FLTLT Mark Spicer was recognised for his service as the outgoing Deputy Air Force Liaison Officer, 

having supported 4 Wing for the past 6 years. The AFLO Office is central to the running of AAFC 

activities through the provision of ADF support.     

The incredible cadet opportunities and experiences offered in the AAFC would not be possible without 

the dedication and hard work exemplified by these members. Congratulations to all! 

4WG ANNUAL PARADE 2022 // CEREMONIAL REVIEW  

After 3 years, on 09 OCT 22 we saw the return of the most coveted event on our yearly calendar, the 4 

Wing Annual Parade. 

Involving over 1200 cadets and staff from 27 Squadrons gathered in one central location, RAAF base 

Point Cook, the Annual Parade is a spectacle unique to 4 Wing. 

   
 

The Parade Commander for this year was SQNLDR(AAFC) Kelvin Round, Executive Officer 4 Wing, 

supported by the Parade Warrant Officer, WOFF(AAFC) Dan Morris, Wing Warrant Officer.  The Host 

Officer was WGCDR(AAFC) Kylie Walker, Officer Commanding 4 Wing and the Reviewing Officer 

was Air Vice Marshall Kym Osley AM CSC, Chairman of the AAFC Foundation. 
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In his address to the cadets, AVM Osley AM CSC commended the many activities undertaken by cadets 

throughout the year in support of their community.  AVM Osley also spoke fondly of his experiences as 

a cadet and the importance of resilience in turning passion into reality. 

     
Congratulations to all cadets who put on a spectacular display before friends and family.  We thank and 

acknowledge our dedicated staff working tirelessly behind the scenes in delivering this amazing cadet 

experience. 4 Wing would also like to extend our appreciation to the Air Force Band for their support of 

the parade. 

      

4WG ANNUAL PARADE 2022 // DRILL COMPETITION  

A core component of the 4 Wing Annual Parade is the Drill Competition. This event is the culmination 

of months of hard work and effort by our Squadron Drill Teams, all seeking to lay claim to the 

prestigious Crickmore Cup awarded to the winning Squadron.  

This year, the Crickmore Cup was awarded to 418 Squadron - Point Cook, closely followed by the 

runner ups 430 Squadron - Kyneton. Best NCO in charge of a Flight was awarded to CFSGT Boston 

Gyorosi of 406 Squadron - Frankston South.  

We thank Mr Graham Crickmore - son of our award patron David Crickmore - for presenting the cup to 

the winning squadron team on behalf of his dad.  Well done to all cadets who participated in this 

competition and congratulations to our well-deserving winners. We also thank our large team of 

CUO/CWOFF assessors who showed off their own drill skills at the end! 

   

 

ANNUAL PARADE 2022 - AWARDS 

After a 3 year hiatus, 4 Wing congratulate and recognise all of the Annual Award winners for 2022: 

Å The Air Force Association Most Proficient Cadet in Aerial Activities: CWOFF Jacob Evans 402SQN 

Å 4 Wing Cadet of the Year: CFSGT Spencer Waymire 402SQN 

Å WOFF(AAFC) Ray Bolton OAM Most Proficient IoC Award: CPL(AAFC) Sam Chu 415SQN 

Å Air Commodore A. J. Pappin CVO AM - 4 Wing AAFC Patrons Award: FLTLT(AAFC) Regina 

Knight, 411SQN 

Å Most Efficient Squadron in Cadet Activities: 426SQN Traralgon 

Å Safety Initiative Award: 4WG Bivouac Planning Team 2023  
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Å Best NCO in Charge of a Flight in the Drill Competition: CFSGT Boston Gyorosi, 406SQN 

Å Winner of the Crickmore Cup for Best Flight in the Drill Competition: 418SQN Point Cook 

Å Runner Up in the Drill Competition: 430SQN Kyneton (Macedon Ranges) 

Å Top Shot at the 4WG Shooting Competition: CSGT Ethan Porter, 412SQN 

AAFC Silver Commendations: 

Å SQNLDR(AAFC) Gerard McIlroy 

Å FLGOFF(AAFC) Tristan Garcia 

AAFC Bronze Commendations: 

Å PLTOFF(AAFC) Aayat Khanna 

Å CUO Megan Bamforth 

Å CWOFF Joel Greenfield  

Å SQNLDR(AAFC) Jon Hillis was presented with his medal and clasp for 15 yearsô service to the AAFC.  

Å WOFF(AAFC) Gary Dean 428 Squadron Geelong was awarded his Federation Star in recognition of 

his 40 years of service in the AIRTC and AAFC. 

We also recognise WOFF(AAFC) Les Shadwick 428 Squadron Geelong who had also achieved this 

milestone but was unable to attend parade on the day.  We thank our patrons and VIP guests who 

presented the various awards to our cadets and staff. 

     

     
 

EXERCISE REGATTA - GIPPSLAND CADET SKILLS COMPETITION  

In late October, cadets from 409 Squadron East Sale, 424 Squadron Morwell, and 426 Squadron 

Traralgon participated in Exercise Regatta, a friendly inter-squadron competition held at RAAF East 

Sale, designed to utilise team work, problem solving skills and leadership. Cadets undertook a range of 

fun activities, competing against each other with a range of cadet skills learned via their various subjects. 

The hardworking team of cadets from 409 Squadron were able to bring home the victory in this 

inaugural competition. It was very close with only a handful of points difference in the end.  

Well done to the staff and cadets who gave their time to organise such an activity and provide these 

cadets with a unique experience!   
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POPPY SELLING - 403SQN & 406SQN 

In the lead up to Remembrance Day today, 4WG cadets have been busy supporting their local RSLs 

with selling poppies and badges.  

Last weekend, cadets from 403 Squadron - Beaconsfield were at Cardinia Lakes Shopping Centre 

supporting the Nar Nar Goon RSL, raising $2068 in just under 5 hours. 

Meanwhile cadets from 406 Squadron - Frankston South supported poppy and badge selling with 

Frankston RSL, raising $3,284 over the course of 2 days. 

       

REMEMBRANCE DAY 2022 ï SERVICES AROUND 4 WING 

On Sunday 06 November, representatives of 4 Wing 

attended the Air Force Association Memorial Service held 

at RAAF Base Point Cook, birthplace of the Royal 

Australian Air Force. Against a stunning backdrop of red 

poppies, a moving tribute was delivered by various 

delegates and the Chaplin.  

11 November, a contingent of 4WG Cadets represented 

the Australian Air Force Cadets at the Air Force 

Remembrance Day Service, again at RAAF Point Cook 

The service was also attended by members of the ADF and international military personnel undertaking 

training at RAAF Base Williams.  4 Wing was also represented at the State service at the Shrine of 

Remembrance 

   

Squadrons from Swan Hill, Warrnambool, Bendigo, Richmond and Frankston also supported their 

respective RSLôs to act as catafalque parties and observers to remember the fallen, and reflect on the 

values and sacrifices of those who came before them.  
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154 cadets and staff in total represented the Wing at various locations which is a wonderful effort, given 

that Remembrance Day fell on a Friday this year being a work and school day, and at the end of the 

VCE exam period.  We anticipate next yearôs weekend services to be supported ten-fold, with more 

personnel being available and multiple services being planned already for the week.  

     
 

ADFC TRI -SERVICE PARADE // MON ASH BARRACKS DANDENONG 

Cadets from Australian Air Force Cadets 403SQN - Beaconsfield attended the 10th 

Annual NSAA Tri-Service Parade on Sunday 13 Nov at the Monash Barracks, 

Dandenong, alongside their counterparts from the Australian Navy Cadets TS Bataan, 

and 310 Australian Army Cadets Unit. 

As this year's host service, 310ACU led the parade under Parade Commander CUO 

Ethan Kirk (AAC), Parade Adjutant CUO Charlotte OôSullivan and Parade Sergeant 

Major CDTWO2 Aliya Rode (AAC). CSGT Adam Polyhronidis acted as RAAF 

Ensign Bearer, and a sharp group of AAFC cadets on show was led by CFSGT Ace Simpson Braden 

and CSGT Sam Kiriella.  This was the first time all three flags were incorporated into this parade and 

they looked magnificent in flight!  

   

The Parade Reviewing Officer was COL Jason Cooke, a highly accomplished Army Reserve Officer 

who was the former Commander of the Australian Army Cadets - Victoria Brigade and is the current 

serving Governor of Shrine of Remembrance.  He addressed the crowd of NSAA members, tri-service 

staff, family and friends, describing how impressed he was with the parade, and to the cadets, an 

encouragement about the value of their training and how as young people how important it was to 

continue with their fine example set to others within their unit and community.  

We thank our sponsors, the National Servicemen's Association of Australia Inc South-Eastern Branch, 

who each year support the parade and supply the three cadet unit trophies to recognise candidates who 

display óHonesty, Mateship and Serviceô.  We also thank Mr Laurie Bell from the NSAA and Air Force 

Association - Victoria AIRTC/AAFC President for presenting the awards. 
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Vale Keith Barr 

This is Keithôs own story, repeated from Newsletter no 59 

For nearly as long as I can remember I have wanted to fly.  One day at the age of five or six, whilst on a 

family outing to the Botanical Gardens in Sydney in Sydney, I remember looking up and seeing a 

biplane passing overhead and thinking how wonderful it would be to fly.  On another occasion when I 

was ten, an uncle arranged a joy flight in a Genairco 

aircraft from Camden aerodrome outside Sydney. It was 

at this stage that I determined that this was what I wanted 

to do in life. 

Family circumstances decreed that this may not be 

possible financially, so as soon as the chance came to 

join the Air Training Corps on my sixteenth birthday, I 

became a Cadet with 30 (Parramatta) Squadron of No.2 

Wing NSW.  My hope that the RAAF would finance my 

flying training did not eventuate because the war finished before my eighteenth 

birthday.   

My two year period in the ATC was a very happy one.  The training syllabus, especially 

discipline, drill parades, work at the rifle range etc. was all that I wished for.   

Weekly drill parades, camps at ATC Avalon and visits to RAAF Bases Richmond, Rose Bay, 

Rathmines and Uranquinty were all interesting and challenging.  While at the RAAF Bases I was able 

to fly in Catalina, Sunderland, Dakota, Wirraway and Tiger Moth aircraft.  Good preparation for what 

was hopefully to come in the RAAF.  With regard to the Dakota, little did I realise that I would fly this 

aircraft in the Airlines and accumulate around 4,500 hours on this type.   

The Catalina was an amazing aircraft in many ways and I had the opportunity during my airline career 

to fly with a number of distinguished Catalina Pilots who served in the RAAF.   

Having left school after passing the Intermediate Certificate at the age of fifteen, I was employed as a 

Cadet Draughtsman by a firm who designed mining dredges and small ships for the Army.  During this 

period I attended night school from which I achieved Leaving Certificate standard thus allowing my 

entry into the Mechanical Engineering Diploma Course.  Although I enjoyed the challenge of these 

courses, I still had visions of flying as a career. 

In April of 1948, I found it possible to have flying lessons at Bankstown Aerodrome.  Having selected 

a flying school, training commenced in a DH82 Tiger Moth on 4 April and continued in 30 minute 

lessons until I went solo after six hours thirty minutes on 25 July.  Price per hour at this time was 

three pounds ten shillings or seven dollars. 

At weekends and throughout my training I rode a push bike from Parramatta to Bankstown (about six 

miles each way) leaving home to arrive at the aerodrome at dawn.  The aviation scene was very 

appealing to me, so much so that I stayed around the School all day doing refuelling, cleaning and other 

jobs which gave me some extra flying.   

Fortune was with me on one of my early solo flights when I had an engine failure while turning cross 

wind following an overshoot due to traffic (DC2) which crossed in front of me.  This necessitated a half 

circuit and cross wind landing.  The owner/chief instructor was grateful that he still had an undamaged 

aeroplane and thus 1 received 20 hours free flying as a reward.   

After about three years with the original school where I flew Tiger Moth, Gypsy Moth and Ryan 

STM and achieved about one hundred hours, I transferred to Kingsford Smith Flying School and 

began flying Auster J4 and J5F, Wackett Trainer and Ryan aircraft.   

With Commercial Pilot theory completed and flying hours around the minimum required (160hr), I 

went for my flight test with DCA examiner.  As soon as I had completed formalities with the 

examiner, the manager of the School, the late Peter Brown, DFC, approached me and asked if I 

would like a job as a Flying Instructor.  To Peter, a RNZAF Lancaster pilot, I owe my career, as he 

financed my training for instructor rating and was always helpful with advice about achieving my 

goals.   
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Among my first instructing duties were several courses of National Service trainees.  A proportion of the 

lads allotted to the RAAF were given three months flying training during their six months service.  At 

the conclusion of their training they were checked out by the RAAF.  A group of Army Duntroon Cadets 

were also training to Private Pilot Standard and became some of the early pilots of Army Aviation.   

I consider that my two years (1943-1945) spent in the Air Training Corps was a major benefit in my 

aviation career which has so far been for some 60 years, 35 of which were in the Airline Industry. 

In 1956, the Airlines were beginning to recruit pilots, so with 1400 hours and an engineering background, 

I applied to TAA, ANA and Qantas and was offered a job by all three.  TAA being the Government 

Airline appealed to me and my employment with them began on 3 December 1956.  This was the 

beginning of a career as an Airline Pilot which lasted for 31 years and as far as I was concerned was the 

best job anyone could imagine.   

lntroduction to the Airline was three months of ground school which included a three week DC3 

Engineering course followed by Link Trainer work which taught all aspects of instrument flying and 

radio aid work required to achieve an Instrument Rating.   

The big day arrived and with another trainee pilot I was posted to Brisbane for conversion flying on the 

DC3.  Fifteen hours dual, followed by a final check by the DC3 Type Specialist gave us Type 

endorsement and a Second Class Instrument Rating.   

I flew the DC3 as a First Officer based in Sydney for six months, after which 

I was given a conversion to the Vickers Viscount.  A conversion to the 

Lockheed Electra followed in 1963.  During my time as a First Officer I flew 

with a number of Captains who were very highly decorated RAAF pilots 

from World War II.  These Captains were a guiding influence throughout my 

later flying years.   

My name came up for promotion in 1964, and following a command course, 

my life as an Airline Captain began.  A posting to Brisbane followed and for 

the next five years I flew "the 3" all around Australia but mainly in 

Queensland.  The DC3 routes were mainly Channel and Gulf country flights 

which on many occasions took the crew away on five day trips to places like 

Birdsville, Windorah, Quilpie and Charleville in the Channel Country and 

Mount Isa, Cloncurry, Nomanton and Burketown in the gulf country.  

Between these towns numerous station properties were also serviced so thirteen take offs and landings in 

one day were not unknown.  These flights were mostly VFR flying as radio aids were rather limited and 

fuel a bit of a problem.   

After five years on DC3 and Training Captain for most of that time, my seniority gave me a promotion to 

F27 Fokker Friendships which operated on coastal routes and to some of the major inland towns. 

From Training Captain on the F27, I became a Check Captain and for the remainder of my career, 

except for a short period, I continued in the Check and Training organisation of TAA.  To achieve 

promotion to jets, I had to move to Melbourne. My DC9 Engineering Course commenced in mid 

November 1971 and having moved my family from Brisbane, we settled in the South, a move which 

none of us has ever regretted.  DC9 Base Training completed, and having passed my final checks with 

the DC9 Flight Captain (Type Specialist) I began a period on the "9" which lasted some seven years. 

1 began checking again and soon afterwards was selected to participate in the Company's "Succession 

Plan".  This resulted in part office and part flying as DC9 Flight Captain for nearly two years then moved 

to the position of Senior Regional Captain Southern Region.  Whilst in this position I converted to the 

B727.   

Office work did not really appeal to me so after a year as Senior Regional Captain I returned to line 

flying and checking which I really enjoyed.   

Ferrying a B727-200 from Seattle USA to Australia was a highlight in 1979.  Following some time at the 

Boeing factory, which had to be seen to be believed, we departed Seattle and flew back to Australia via 

Hilo (Hawaiian Island), Pago Pago (American Samoa) to Brisbane, a flight of 17 hours.   
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Conversion to A300-B4 Airbus followed in 1982.  While on DC9, B727 and A300, I conducted numerous 

conversion courses both in the simulator and the aircraft.  Approximately 2,500 hours was carried out in 

the three types of simulator.   Compulsory retirement at 60 years of age came in September 1987, and I 

found it difficult to settle into a period of no flying.   

1988, the Bi-centennial year was another highlight, as the 

opportunity to help restore to flying condition the DC3, VH-AES, 

which carried out TAA's first line flight in 1946, allowed me to 

return to flying.  I helped fly it  in the 1988 Bi-centennial Air Race 

around Australia and later was able to fly other DC3s on charter 

work.   

 

Between 1990 and 1994 I was able to do more simulator work when a number of First Officers who had 

lost their jobs due to the Pilots dispute of 1989 asked me to give them an upgrade from First Officer to 

Captain of the Airbus.  This I did and they were then able to get jobs overseas as Captains.   

I have been asked a number of times which was my favorite Airline aircraft.  The DC3 is the 

sentimental favourite for a number of reasons.  However, from an operational point of view the B727 

and A300 Airbus are the ones which stand out slightly above the others.   

So ended a very satisfying and rewarding career of just under 20,000 hours flying. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Air Training Corps History  
No 20 Flight 

No 20 Model Aircraft (MAC) Flight was established early in the Air Training Corps to promote 

Aeromodelling as an interesting activity for Cadets.  Early staff members of No 20 MAC Flight were the 

Hearn brothers, veteran WWII pilots, and Charlie Lambeth.  Bruce Thompson, Adrian DeVos, Geoff 

Poulter, and Brian Whellan were long term Staff members.  Your Editor was also Flight Commander of 

No 20 MAC Flight in the 1970s (See the item in Newsletter No. 84).   

No 20 Flight paraded on Monday nights at the North Melbourne HQ Drill Hall and occasionally went to 

other flights to demonstrate models and train Cadets in aeromodelling.  In the early 1980s interest in 

aero modelling waned and, with VICAIRTC acquiring a Cessna 172 and a Blanik training glider, No. 20 

MAC was transformed into the No. 20 Flying Training Flight.  Sqn Ldr Doug Williams was the Flight 

Commander for many years and your Editor was the CFI of the VICAIRTC Gliding School operating at 

RAAF Laverton in a combined operation with the RAAF Laverton Gliding Club.   

Member Bruce Thompson has supplied these pictures from the MAC days.  

 
Cadets at a Flight doing aeromodelling with WOff 

Adrian Devos far right & Sgt Geoff Poulter in back 

shirt/tie. 

 
No 20 MAC Flt Field day PCK, date unknown, 

Sgt Poulter far right, FltSgt Whellan 4th from left. 

Thompson & Devos in caps rear row. 
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Large r/c model, Dandenong private display mid 80's 

 

 
Starting large model, field day PCK  

date unknown, Thompson & Whellan 

 
Thompson & Devos discussing repair of a 

control line trainer after disaster in drill hall. 

 

No 20 FTF was very active during the 1980s with the support of CO VICAIRTC WGCDR Barry 

Videon.  This extract from a local Werribee newspaper covers some of the activity in January 1983.  
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July Meeting 
 

   

 

October Meeting 

   

 

November Meeting 

   

 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Member Stories 
If you have an anecdote about your experiences as a Cadet or Staff member in Air Cadets, in the RAAF, 

ADF, or any other life experience which would be of interest to our readers, please submit it to the 

Editor.  PO Box 486, Mt Beauty, VIC, 3699 and scsiac@bigpond.com . 

 

 

Member Story 

My Air Training Corps  Cadet Story 

 

Ian Cohn 
 
From 1957 to 1960, I attended the University High School in Parkville.  The school had a non-compulsory Army 

Cadet Corps Unit that I did not show much interest in.  However, one of my fellow students; turned up at school 

in an Air Force Cadet uniform once a week and I thought that Air Cadets might be interesting.  After a while I 

asked him about what he did, and it sounded interesting.  So, I went along to one of their ñparadesò which from 
memory, were held on Thursday nights, in the old RAAF drill hall just outside the North Melbourne station.  

Before long I was enrolled in the ñATCò as it was known in those days, with the rank of Cadet.  Air Training 

Corps Cadet was the lowest rank that anyone associated with the RAAF could have.   

mailto:scsiac@bigpond.com
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I had joined No. 4 Flight which was commanded by Flight Lieutenant Keith Anderson, an ex WWII bomber pilot 

who was a very decent and friendly fellow.  Also on the staff was Flying Officer John Cleary with whom I had a 

long association and who I was to meet again when I joined TAA in 1980.  He was then a simulator instructor and 

rose to become manager of TAAôs simulator centre at Essendon Airport.  He had been an Observer and Radio 
Operator in the RAN Fleet Air Arm, and although he was a member of the RAAF Reserve, never missed an 

opportunity to mention that the Navy was the ñSenior Serviceò.  The RAAF Reserve staff at 4 Flight were mostly 

associated with the aviation industry or had been members of the RAAF during and after WWII.  Of the Cadets at 
4 Flight, I became friends with John Wills who eventually rose to the rank of Cadet Under Officer the highest 

rank for a cadet, and Leigh Ryan, a Cadet Flight Sergeant, who I later came across when I joined TAA.  John 

Wills became a policeman and I met him many years later on a Melbourne street.  He was in a police car but did 

not seem to be very happy with his lot.  (Apologies to G&S).   

I enjoyed going to Air Training Corps parades that were held on Thursday nights from 1900 to about 2200 hours.  

Most cadets joined at 14 and were terminated due to age at the end of the year they turned 18.  I joined at age 15 

and so was a year behind most other cadets.  Normal training nights started with a parade, where the roll was 
called and the Flight Commander made various announcements.  Then we had lectures on various RAAF oriented 

subjects for about an hour followed by a break.  The subjects included drill, the history of the air force, ranks and 

badges, aircraft recognition, basic airmanship etc.  We also had annual events like the Drill Competition, and the 

Swimming Competition usually held at Richmond Baths, to prepare for.   

In my ATC first year I went to a general service training (GST) Camp at the RAAF Base at Ballarat.  I can 

remember that it was bitterly cold.  One of the highlights was a ride in a C-47 Dakota transport which was my 

first flight.  The Ballarat base housed the RAAF School of Radio that was shifted to RAAF Laverton a couple of 
years later when RAAF Ballarat was closed down.  After a year I was reclassified to Leading Cadet.  I went to 

another GST at RAAF East Sale.  On the way to this camp by train, the staff realised that they did not have any 

Cadets of rank higher than Leading Cadet (LAC).  So, the staff conducted interviews on the train, and I was 
promoted to temporary acting Corporal for the duration of the camp.  This was the highest rank I ever achieved in 

the Air Training Corps as a Cadet.  For this honour I had to organise a ñFlightò of about 20 other Cadets.  On the 

GST Camps we visited the various units on the RAAF East Sale base, sometimes went for a flight in a Dakota, 
and generally had a great time.  Sometimes we went rifle shooting which was also great fun.  This was conducted 

under strict supervision by qualified RAAF members and/or RAAF Reservists.  We shot at small targets over 200 

to 300 yards.  On one camp I even got to fire a ñBren gunò which was the standard machine gun of the time.   

In my matriculation year at University High School, I had some academic difficulties and did not go to quite a 
few parades during the middle of the year.  Keith Anderson counselled me and I think that I got close to being 

suspended for non-attendance.  I was pretty busy at this stage, having been also recruited to the University High 

School Army Cadet unit as a Cadet Corporal to manage their HF Radios, having had an interest in construction 
and operation of radios for a few years.  I was in the unique position of being a Corporal in the Army Cadets and a 

Leading Cadet in the Air Training Corps, both at the same time.   

However, I was able to lift my ATC attendance rate.  I was then scheduled to attend an ATC promotion Camp 

during January 1961 for promotion to Cadet Corporal.  While all this was going on they also called for 
applications for flying scholarships that provided funds to learn to fly to Private Licence standard.  I thought that 

this sounded all right and applied with the support of Keith Anderson.  I then went to several interviews with the 

selection committee comprising senior Officers of the Air Training Corps including Squadron Leader Joske, a 
RAAF pilot who was CO of the Victorian Squadron.  I had to also then attend a full RAAF aircrew medical 

examination at a place near St Kilda junction.  I was not in peak condition at the time having recently had a severe 

allergic reaction to some sulphur drugs, but nevertheless passed.  I was selected as first reserve, just missing out 

from the six Cadets who were selected.   

Luckily for me, one of the six was rapidly rated as not suitable after some initial flights with an Instructor, and I 

was told to report, ñcome here Ladò, to the Royal Victorian Aero Club (RVAC) at Moorabbin airport for initial 

training just before Christmas 1960.   

In 1961 I was commencing my Engineering course at Monash University, but nevertheless still attended 4 Flight 

and partook in the 4 Flight Activities and also continued with the Flying Scholarship training.  Although I was a 

senior cadet my rank was still LAC or Leading Cadet.  Nevertheless I was treated as having higher rank, and had 
to take on some of the responsibilities of senior cadets such as taking parades.  I also had to take some of the 

lectures.  Since I had turned 18 in 1961, I was ñterminatedò at the end of the year.  Rather brazenly, I asked Keith 

Anderson to recommend me for appointment to the RAAF Reserve as a Pilot Officer (A CdtUO had managed this 
feat the previous year).  However, he would not do this, so the next year I joined the Melbourne University 

Squadron RAAF Reserve unit as an Engineering Officer Cadet.   
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The Air Training Corps F lying Scholarship 

 

The Royal Victorian Aero Club was contracted by the RAAF to train the Flying 
Scholarship winners.  The six cadets had to start training just before Christmas at 

Moorabbin airport, the home base of the RVAC, and after new year had to complete 

the scholarship training at RAAF Laverton about 12 miles southwest of Melbourne.   

The other cadets who were members of the 1961 flying scholarship course were CdtSgt 

Roger Barnes, CdtUO John Wills, CdtFSgt John Shaw, CdtCpl Warwick Beasley, and 

CdtCpl Geoff Palfreman.  As a Leading Cadet, I was the lowest ranked Cadet up to 
then to be awarded a Flying Scholarship.  The RVAC instructors assigned to us were 

John Lindsay, a senior flying instructor, and Bruce Corrigan a junior instructor.  I was 

assigned to Bruce Corrigan.   

My LogBook records that the first instructional flight that I had was on 21DEC60, with 

Bruce Corrigan, in De Havilland Tiger Moth, VH-RVJ, at Moorabbin airport.  I wasnôt 

a star pupil but eventually I got the hang of things.  On the 2nd of January 1961, the 
course location transferred to RAAF base Laverton.  At Laverton we were joined by CdtUO Phil Heffernan who 

for some reason had not been able to complete his flying scholarship training from the previous year.   

I consider that this commenced one of the high points of my life.  In common with the other Flying Scholarship 

cadets, I flew one or two flights per day.   

While not flying, we had to study for the Private Pilot Licence ground exams and do marshalling duties such as 

starting the engines for other cadets and helping them to steer away from the parking area.  The Tiger Moths had 

to have their engines started by hand swinging the propellers and, around the parking area, had to be steered by 
other Cadets as wing tip walkers because their directional control at low speeds was marginal to say the least.  We 

were issued with flying suits and leather helmets with ñGosport Tubesò to communicate with the instructors.   

That year all the Air Training Corps Cadet promotion courses were held at Laverton as well, so there were about 
150 other Cadets on the base.  I would have been among the others if I had not been awarded the Flying 

Scholarship.  We were housed in the old wooden two-story airmenôs barracks dating from WWII.  These were 

pretty rough, and, we had two Cadets to a room with a bed and clothes cupboard that we had to keep clean and 

tidy and the standard RAAF bedroll (a method of folding the bedclothes into a neat bundle).  The promotion 
course cadets were subject to strict discipline which we, as Flying Scholarship cadets, managed to mostly avoid.  

We ate in the old Laverton Airmenôs Mess that was immediately south of the barracks and were able to eat as 

much as we wanted.  The meals were held at strict times and, as I remember, we had to march to and from the 
mess usually with CdtSgt Barnes in control.  The CdtUOs ate with the Officers in the very superior Officersô 

Mess.  We were distinguished from other cadets by wearing light green flying suits.  Whereas all the other cadets 

wore blue overalls, except at evening mealtime, when everyone had to wear proper uniforms.   

 

We were issued with flying scholarship badges (I think it was actually a RAAF 

Flying Trainee badge), a laurel wreath badge that was worn on the lower 

sleeve.   

We were also privileged in that, as flying trainees, we were officially issued 

with bottles of soft drink.  My 4 Flt flight commander, Keith Anderson, was 

OIC of the flying scholarship course and as an old WWII pilot generally had a 
great time.  I think he cadged a few flights in the Tiger Moths that were rotated 

back to Moorabbin occasionally by the RVAC instructors. 

Our Tiger Moths had to use the grass runways that ran parallel to the Laverton main runways, and we were 

controlled by light signals from the control tower because we did not have radios.  Since it was January and the 
holiday season, there werenôt many other aircraft around except for a couple of Winjeel trainers from RAAF Point 

Cook and a delta wing research jet aircraft called the Avro 707 that was operated by the ARDU.   

I made steady progress with Bruce Corrigan and, early on, mainly practised circuits and landings.  Bruce was not 

all that patient and had an earthy turn of phrase that I gradually had to get used to.   

Before I could go solo, I also had to show competence at recovery from stalls and incipient spins.   

 

The mugshot for 

my pilot licence - 

1960 
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Eventually Bruce Corrigan thought that I was ready to go solo, 

and I had to go for a check flight with John Bally, the Chief 

Flying Instructor of RVAC.   

John Bally was a rather gruff veteran of the Luftwaffe, and I was 

extremely nervous.  The result of the first attempt was that he was 

not satisfied.  He told Bruce to give me more dual instruction.   

After a couple more sessions of circuits and landings with Bruce I 

again went flying with John Bally and to my surprise, after a 

couple of circuits, he hopped out at the beginning of the runway 

and told me to do a couple more circuits on my own.  I can recall 
that I had a great sense of relief that there was no one in the front 

cockpit.   

On the circuits in VH-RVM, I could look down on the promotion 
course cadets doing drill on the parade ground in the summer heat 

and thought that I was most fortunate.  I landed well on both 

circuits with 3-point touchdowns and was given the traditional 
bucket of water thrown over me after getting out of the aircraft.  I think that I was one of the last to solo and it 

took me about 12.5 flying hours.  I recall that Roger Barnes was the star of the course and went solo in about 8 

hours.  The cut off for going solo was about 15 hours.   

 
I flew solo for the first time in DH-82 Tiger Moth VH-RVM 

I then went through the normal training sequence of more circuits and landings.  John Lindsay taught me wheeler 

landings touching down on the main wheels only, not the usual 3-point landing.  I also recall that we had to go 

through practice engine failure on take-off procedures that required the pilot to rapidly lower the nose from the 
climb attitude in order not to lose speed and control, and consequently stall.  On one flight I was flying with John 

Lindsay when he closed the throttle at around 400ft to simulate engine failure.  On this day I was pretty sharp, and 

positively, one might say enthusiastically, lowered the nose.  We actually had a short period of zero g and I think 
that he had not tightened his harness properly so he floated out of his seat.  He remarked that I was a bit over 

enthusiastic at this exercise but I donôt think that he could complain too much.  Years later, I occasionally came 

across John at the RVAC bar at Moorabbin and he always regaled the assembled company with a much 
embellished story that I had almost propelled him into a ballistic trajectory to earth on this flight.  At that stage he 

was a DCA Flight Test Officer based at Moorabbin, and I also worked for DCA as a Flight Test and Performance 

Engineer.   

Gradually I covered the training syllabus doing full spins and recoveries, steep turns, and side slipping.  Practice 
forced landings were fun.  You closed the throttle to simulate engine failure, went through the trouble checklist 

and then had to pick out a paddock to land in.  After doing a circuit of the paddock you approached to within 200 

ft of the ground and then put on power to climb away and have another go.  We were given strict instructions not 
to go lower than 200 ft when solo.  However, it was a constant temptation to go lower, especially if you had 

judged the approach to the paddock perfectly and could have actually landed.  On one occasion I was ñin the slotò, 

succumbed to temptation and went a lot lower than 200 ft.  The recovery, of course, involved a few moments of 

low flying which is generally quite exciting especially for young flying trainees.  When I returned to Laverton, 

 
John Bally in 1973 when he was a Flight Test 

Officer with DCA in Queensland.  He (left) is 

pictured with Examiner of Airmen Fred 

Knudsen, with whom I flew occasionally 

when I joined DCA as a Flight Test and 

Airworthiness Engineer. 
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John Lindsay bailed me up and tore strips off me.  It was a sunny day and he had been flying with another cadet in 

the same area and had watched my shadow get very close to my aircraft.  So I was sprung.  But from there on I 

obeyed the rules!!   

During our time at Laverton, a magazine called the Australian Womenôs Day sent a reporter out to Laverton to 
write a story for the magazine.  They took a photograph of the course members.  The story appeared in the 

Womenôs Day a few weeks later under the headline ñToo young to drive, they flyò.   

 


