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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

RAAFVVA AND AFA (Vic) VV BRANCH 2021 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS HELD 
ON 14th OF FEBRUARY 2021 

 
As I reflect on the events of 2020, it certainly was a year that had a major impact on everyone and, 
like most organisational reports that I’ve seen recently, best put behind us.    Terms like Zoom and 
Blue Jeans meetings, social distancing and hotel quarantine are now generally recognised, and we 
learned to live with lockdown.   In many respects 2020 was not so much that the activities, which 
form part of our organisation’s routine, stopped completely but that we worked around the problems 
and found different ways of achieving the same outcomes.   
 

The following is my report for the AFA Vietnam Veterans Branch / VVAA RAAF Sub-Branch for the 
AGM 2020.   It highlights the major activities that have been addressed by our Committee, lists some 
of the important activities of the Victorian Branch of the VVAA and points to important issues being 
addressed by the AFA (Victoria) Division.  

 

Major Activities 
 

What a difference 2020 made to our major events throughout 
the year.   Remember the dawn “Driveway Commemoration” 
initiative of the RSL with an invitation to take a selfie with a 
candle?   Remember our own Anzac Day commemoration via 
Zoom where we held a short reflective service and listened 
as AVM Alan Reed recited the poem that he had written 
specifically for Anzac Day 2020?   Or the telephone-tree 
initiative of AFA (Vic) President that encouraged our Branch 
to ring around our members to make sure they were travelling 
OK?   I can’t remember that happening before!   And thanks 
to the editor of our newsletter, we were able to reflect on 
Anzac Day Marches and lunches from past years in the photo 
gallery that he produced for the June edition of the 
Newsletter.   I see that the Pete Condon’s (RAAF Forward Air 
Controller) book Gallipoli – the First Day, is still available on 
our page on the AFA website.   It is certainly worth a read 
(only 50 pages) as we move towards Anzac Day 2021.   
 

Remember the video that we put together with your 
photographs of service in Vietnam, and the collection of 
historical Vietnam Veterans Day photos that appeared in our   

 

 September Newsletter?   These are trips down memory lane that are worth revisiting.   
 

Max and I put together a video presentation about the loss of Magpie 91 in Vietnam on 3 November    
1970 (still available on our website page).   We had also planned for a small commemoration at the 
National Vietnam Veterans Museum but due to COVID 19 this had to be cancelled.   Fortunately, a 
small band of our brothers from the Ballarat Branch together with Carl Schiller, National President of 
the AFA, were able to attend the small gathering at the Museum and reflect on the loss of the crew  
members and their eventual return to Australia.   
 

So, what looked to be a disappointing year for commemorative events proved to be a busy 12 
months.   COVID 19 certainly forced us to look and work outside the square.  
 

Committee Meetings 
 

The committee continued to meet each month using the Zoom video-conferencing facility although 
one or two members without computer / video hardware were not able to join the discussions. 
Routine processing of financial matters was continued but the lack of social activity implied that 
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transactions were minimal.   Our change to Bank of Melbourne Business Banking On-line and use 
of Electronic Fund Transfer rather than writing cheques for most payments is working satisfactorily. 
 

One item of interest discussed at committee level is the “Lest we Forget – Vietnam” project for which 
a group known as Provenance Artists has received a $20,000 federal grant to paint portraits of 
Vietnam Veterans “then and now” for which Nick Leray-Myer and Andy Lapins were “volunteered”.   
The finished portraits are planned to be displayed at the NVVM between 16 August and 30 November 
this year.   
 

Work on the Air Operations Gallery at the NVVM has been delayed with closure of the Museum 
during the State lockdown.   However, this work has now resumed.   Members will be saddened to 
learn of the passing of Colin Grey OAM who led the restoration team at the Museum for so many 
years and was very active in restoring the Iroquois helicopter.   Restoration of the Canberra A84-307 
continues and plans to re-paint the aircraft are being made.  
 

Following almost a year of Zooming, the committee was able to meet in person at AFA HQ for the 
last meeting in December and were joined by partners for the annual lunch at a nearby Camberwell 
restaurant.  
 

VVAA Matters 
 

I continued to represent the RAAF Sub-Branch at the VVAA(Vic) State Council Meetings in     
February, July and October with the last two meetings conducted using the Zoom facility.  
 

The following is a summary of the main points raised by Branch President Bob Elworthy in his report 
to the Branch State Council Meeting on 28 Oct 20: 
 

a) Donations made to Buchan community (for bushfire relief), warming blanket cabinet for Ward 
17, and facilities for common rooms in Vasey RSL Care Independent Living Tenant Common 
Rooms.  

b) Branch website is undergoing significant change. 
c) Involved in details discussions with Vasey RSL care regarding its future plans and VVAA has 

been provided with very detailed information. 
d) DPC has assured VVAA that funding will be available for 100 professional interviews of 

Vietnam Veterans for display at the NVVM. 
e) Planning underway for last large scale commemorative event at Shrine for VV Day 2021 

which will mark the cessation of Australian combat activities in Vietnam.  Every Sub-Branch 
expected to attend to pay a final tribute to the Vietnam war KIA and those who have since 
passed on.  

 

AFA (Vic) matters  
 

I have asked AFA (Vic) President, Max McGregor, to summarise some of the main AFA (Vic) issues 
of 2020 and to highlight some points of importance for 2021.   
 

a) The inability to plan ahead 
b) Proposed function in late March to cover our centenary of last year 
c) What will happen on Anzac Day 
d) Air Force centenary celebration in Canberra 

 

Committee Membership 
 

Finally, I would again like to thank members of our committee for their support during the year.   As 
I mentioned in 2020, we are a small team that works together very well.   Pieter Jongkryg is retiring 
this year so if anyone would like to come on board and make a contribution (no matter how small), 
don’t be shy in coming forward.  

 
Chris Hudnott                       President RAAFVVA / AFA (Vic) VV Branch                      14 Feb 2021 



 

5 
 

 

Air Force Association (Vic) Vietnam Veterans 
Branch and RAAF Sub-Branch Vietnam 

Veterans Association (Vic) 
 

Combined Annual General Meetings 
Held at the Air Force Association Headquarters 

 

On Sunday 14th February 2021 

 

 
 

Premier Daniel Andrews, at his press conference on the afternoon of Friday 11th Feb, delivered a 
statement that would affect all Victorians.   It came on the eve of planned weekend celebrations for          
St Valentine’s Day and Lunar New Year (not to mention our AGM) - most people were left shocked 
and disappointed – many were quite angry.    
 

Without referring to our “gold standard” hotel quarantine system and “world’s best practice” contact 
tracing we were advised that COVID-19 had (again) escaped into the community but this time, the 
outcome was potentially much worse.  Victoria was now facing an outbreak of “the new, hyper-speed, 
hyper-infectious, UK Strain” and as a consequence, “following expert health advice and acting with 
an abundance of caution” there was no alternative but to introduce a “short, sharp, circuit-breaker 
lockdown” - covering the entire State!   The strict, five-day, Stage 4 lockdown would commence at 
11:59 pm that evening.   Our AGM plans were ‘up in the air’. 
 

However, the RAAF (and its ex-members) over the period of almost one hundred years  (even longer 
if you include the AFC) are renowned for being the most versatile, proficient, and adept whenever 
confronted with challenge and/or adversity.   Therefore, it was not surprising to learn that shortly 
after the Premier’s announcement, Max McGregor, AFA (Vic) President, was offering his VV Branch 
and RAAFVVA access to AFA’s BlueJeans Video-conferencing facility, thus providing an opportunity 
for the AGM to proceed.  Unfortunately, this offer would not be suitable to all members, but at least 
the meeting was ‘back on track’.   (Despite optimistic statements promoting 2021 as being an 
improvement over 2020, it remains obvious, that “in these uncertain times”, one must remain vigilant, 
follow the politicians’ advice - and continue to be, “alarmed - but not alert”.) 
 

Zoom had been used for previous online branch meetings, so an invitation to join BlueJeans was set 
at 1330 hrs, to provide ‘a little famil time’ for those new to the system. 
 

 
Most were ready and waiting; some were still ‘experimenting’ 

http://www.raafvva.org.au/##
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Air Force Association (Vic) Vietnam Veterans 
Branch and RAAF Sub-Branch Vietnam Veterans 

Association (Vic) 
 

Minutes of Combined Annual General Meetings 
Held at the Air Force Association Headquarters 

 

On Sunday 14th February 2021 

 

The meeting opened at 1400 hours. 
 

The AGM was conducted via BlueJeans Video-conferencing due to the State Government lockdown 

for COVID19. 

1. Attendance Register  

A register of those attending the videoconference would be made and Secretary, Gill Coughlan, read 

the list of apologies.   (Attendees and apologies lists are both attached to the official minutes.) 

2. Welcome 

 
 

President Chris Hudnott opened the meeting and thanked those attending.   A particular welcome 
was given to the Bursary recipients, Jessica Bialobrzeski and Declan Douglas and also to George 
Skell (Secretary VVAA).  He also thanked Max McGregor for arranging the videoconferencing at 
short notice.  Chris mentioned that a virtual conference did overcome various social distancing 
requirements that would have been necessary at a physical meeting.  

3. Bursary Presentations 

President Chris congratulated Jessica and Declan on their awards and briefly described the courses 
that each would be starting this year.   He displayed the certificates and mentioned that despite the 
lockdown, Post Offices would be permitted to open on 15 Feb 21 and the cheques would be posted 
to the home addresses.   Jessica and Declan were most appreciative of the generosity of the AFA 
(Vic) and Vietnam Veteran Branch and passed on their thanks to all involved. 
 

http://www.raafvva.org.au/##
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Jessica and Declan, both worthy recipients of our Bursary and Encouragement Awards. 

2021 AGM commenced at 14.20 hrs 

4. Acceptance of 2020 AGM Minutes (16 Feb 20) 

President Chris referred to a minor error in the minutes of the last AGM (para 21 referred to George 
Skell as the President of the VVAA, rather than Secretary).  No other comments were forwarded, 
and Chris asked for the minutes to be accepted. 

Moved:  John Vansetten  Seconded:    Alan White  Carried 

5. Business Arising from the Minutes 

There was no business arising from the last AGM minutes. 

6. Financial Report for the Year Ending 31st December 2020 

As Treasurer, John Vansetten, had difficulty with the BlueJeans audio and could not be heard, Max 
McGregor read the Treasurer’s report.   It was noted that accounts were transferred to Bank of 
Melbourne during the year.   It was also reported that updating of the website had taken place. 

There were no questions arising from the report and Chris asked for a seconder to support John’s 
proposal that the report be accepted. 
 
Moved:  John Vansetten  Seconded:  Graeme Dodd        Carried 

A copy of the Financial Report is attached to these minutes  
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7. Correspondence 

Important correspondence was distributed by email to members.   Secretary Gill highlighted a recent 
discussion that she had had with the VVAA Assistance Secretary (Sue McQueen OAM) about the 
VVAA distribution of “Welfare Packages” which contain documents and information of relevance to 
veterans as they enter their twilight years. 

Those members of the Air Force Association that wish to be included in the distribution of these 
packages should join the VVAA with a $15 subscription and provide their current postal address. 

8. General Business 

Secretary Gill provided a summary of the membership of the AFA (Vic) Vietnam Veterans Branch 
for the last year and the number of financial members as at the AGM was 70. 

President Chris spoke about the importance of donations to the Branch and thanked those who 
made specific donations to the Branch in conjunction with their annual renewal of subscription to 
AFA (Vic).   (A list of Donors is attached to these minutes) 

9. President’s Report (can be read at the beginning of this Newsletter) 

9.1   The President’s Report had been distributed to those members attending the AGM.  
President Chris summarized the Report and mentioned that although many of the events scheduled 
for 2020 had been cancelled by the State lockdown, the Branch had found another way of 
commemorating Anzac Day and VV Day and using a telephone tree to keep in touch with members.   
He recalled the dawn driveway commemoration on Anzac Day and AVM Reed reciting his poem and 
the coverage in our Newsletter of past Anzac Day re-unions. 

9.2 During the year the committee meetings continued through the Zoom facility and any 
monetary transactions had been done using EFT rather than cheques and this was working 
satisfactorily. 

9.3 President Chris drew attention to the Provenance Artists “Lest we Forget” veteran 
portrait program funded by a Federal grant and Nick LeRay-Meyer and Andy Lapins had been asked 
to pose for their portraits. 

President Chris asked Nick LeRay-Meyer to speak briefly on his experience.   Nick mentioned that 
due to the social distancing requirements, the portraits had been painted using photographs of the 
subjects.   He had not been able to attend the launch of the program at the Cranbourne RSL but 
hoped to attend a second viewing shortly.   The portraits will later be displayed at the NVVM and 
retained by the Museum after the viewing. 
 

  
 

Nick spoke “briefly” on his experience with the Provenance artists and their plans for his portrait 
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10. VVAA Matters 

President Chris mentioned some of the issues that VVAA (Vic) President Bob Elworthy had raised 
in his State Council Meeting in October including donations made to the Buchan community, Ward 
17 at Heidelberg, update of the Branch website, discussions with Vasey RSL Care, funding for 
professional interviews with Vietnam veterans and planning for the last VV Day commemoration at 
the Shrine, to mark the cessation of Australia combat activities in Vietnam. 

11. Secretary of the Victorian Branch of the VVAA Report 

VVAA Secretary, George Skell, reported that 
COVID-19 presented a lot of restrictions on 
events during 2020.   The Buchan races went 
ahead with presentations to seven schools in the 
area.   Then the restrictions came in and the rest 
of the event was cancelled.   Restrictions may 
also mean the cancellation of the next VVAA 
meeting on the 20th February.   However, there 
will be a State Executive meeting via Zoom prior 
to the 20th.   

The “Welfare Packages” are well underway, as 
previously mentioned.  

George reported on other branch meetings he 
had attended, and he felt the atmosphere of the 
meetings was extremely enthusiastic.  

Anzac Day has been cancelled.  
 

 

 

The VVAA Secretary briefly reminded the meeting that the definition of “veteran” had changed and 
now applies to all members of the ADF, even if they have only served one day and discharged the 
next. 

VV Day is still being planned for at present, however, all events will depend on any COVID-19 
restrictions that may be enforced. 

12. President AFA (Vic), Max McGregor, Report 

 

 

President AFA (Vic), Max McGregor, reported that 
last year had been very disappointing due to the 
lockdowns.  

Max wished to thank the VV Branch committee for 
continuing the Bursary Awards and congratulated the 
very worthy recipients. 

 

13. Alan White volunteered to send a copy of the ‘Total Control Booklet’ covering changes to legal 
papers relating to ‘Power of Attorney’ to George Skell, to consider including in the Welfare Packages. 
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14. Closing Remarks 

In closing President Chris expressed his thanks for the support and work carried out during the year.   
He mentioned that Pieter Jongkryg would be retiring but that all other 11 committee members would 
be continuing during 2021.   Chris mentioned that we were approaching the minimum number of 10 
members required for membership of the VVAA as a subbranch but historically, numbers had been 
hovering around a dozen for some time. 

15. Election of Office Bearers  

As the current committee members would all be continuing to serve on the committee for this year, 
there was no need for an election. 

16. Honours and Awards 

  
President Chris mentioned that a Certificate of Appreciation had been arranged for the long and 
valued service provided by Pieter Jongkryg and that this would be forwarded to Pieter once the 
Secretary’s signature had been obtained. 
 
Closure 

There being no further business, President Chris, thanked everybody for attending and special 
thanks to Max McGregor for organising the Blue Jeans Conferencing at short notice and closed the 
meeting at 14.58 hrs. 

Signed 

Chris Hudnott 

President   
 

Donors to AFA (Vic) and/or RAAFVVA for 2020 – Thank you!! 

Mr A Alcock 
Mr I L Bailey 
Mr N J Boulton 
Mr R J Brackin 
Mr R A Budd 
Mrs G Coughlan 
Mr D Del Fabbro 
Mr R Douglas 
Mr K Ewin 

Mr L Fankhauser 
Mr K C Haines 
Mr A J Higginbottom 
Mr P T Hirvonen 
Mr C G Hudnott 
Mr B J Hurlock 
Mr E G Keenan 
Mr W Kuiller 
Mr L E Lowe 

Mr W M McAlpine 
Mr N Morgan 
Mr J D Nebauer 
Mr D F Nichol 
Mr K O’Neil 
Mr A Pahl OAM 
Mr L S Pascoe 
Mr P F Raymant 
Mr G N Rose 

Mr F W Rowe 
Mr K J Sharpley 
Mr D Taffe 
Mr J A Venn 
Mrs N N Wark 
Mr A White 
Mr S T Wicks 
Mr A G Wiltshire 
Mr R L Wright 

 

Please remain assured your generous contribution will be directed to those in need. 
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AGM 14 Feb 21 - Financial Report for Year Ended 31-Dec-20 for RAAF Sub-Branch of VVAA  

The year ended 31st December 2020 was characterised by the COVID-19 pandemic, which took its 
full effect in March and continued for the rest of the year.   The uncertainty of what might ensue as 
well as the physical constraints imposed on people caused a major decline in economic activity 
which required a massive stimulus by the Government to keep businesses going and sustain people 
in the broad community. 

Severe constraints were placed upon the people of Australia and those in Victoria in particular, in 
relation to personal contact and proximity.   This threatened to prevent our regular monthly 
Committee meetings, but we soon mastered the art of Zooming, and we held our usual Committee 
meetings via that medium.   There was after all ongoing business to conduct. 

Prior to the start of last year, we transferred our Accounts from Defence Bank to Bank of Melbourne, 
primarily because the latter’s branches were more accessible.   Despite some teething troubles, the 
change has proved beneficial to us. 

During the past year, the activity in both Accounts has been at a low level, because of the low 
economic and social activity brought about by the pandemic.  

As at the end of last year, the combined funds in the Accounts totalled $14,857.78.   During the year, 
our two Accounts decreased in value by a combined total of $2,186.15.   In the General Account, 
major outgoings included $500 for the Bushfire Appeal and $250 for web work. In the Welfare 
Patriotic Fund, major expenses included $1,250 for upgrades to the website.  

As a Sub-Branch of the VVAA (Vic), we will be submitting a summary of our financial activity to the 
VVAA which is required, in turn, to report to CAV.   The President and I have completed that summary 
and I expect that it will be submitted later this month.   We have also applied to Air Force Association 
(Vic) for the re-imbursement of the upgrade of our page on the AFA website, the production of the 
Vietnam Veterans Day video (done by Jacqui Rudd) and the end-of-year Committee lunch, against 
our $2,500 grant from the Anzac Day Proceeds Fund. 

We have again been able to present Bursaries and Encouragement Awards to two lucky recipients 
this year, and we are most grateful for the generous donations of five donors.   Because of the current 
Stage 4 lockdown, we were not able to make those awards today, as had been scheduled, but will 
send the cheques to the lucky recipients by registered mail. I think I can say without fear of 
contradiction that the donations will be much appreciated and will assuredly be put to good use. 

The reduced economic activity and the Government stimulus has reduced interest rates to record 
lows, and that was reflected in the very low interest we received during the year, a combined sum of 
$2.40. Ostensibly, we could earn more interest but in investment instruments which carry a higher 
level of risk. 

Given the unusual economic environment, we are managing the accounts carefully.   Between the 
two Accounts, we have enough funds to meet our needs and we look forward to the COVID-related 
constraints being eased so that we might have more freedom to resume “normal” activities. 
 
I commend this report for your approval and endorsement. 
 
John Vansetten 

Honorary Treasurer, 
RAAF Vietnam Veterans Association 
AFA (Vic) Vietnam Veterans Brach 
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NOTICE BOARD 
 

  
2021 

 

 

Important information regarding ANZAC Day 2021 
 

RSL (Vic) initially announced, due to COVID-19 concerns, this year’s Melbourne ANZAC Day March 
has been cancelled.   However, after facing a barrage of complaints and questions, (even from the 
State Premier) the RSL met with DHHS on 4th March and following a ‘productive’ meeting have 
decided to reverse that decision. 

We have been assured an ANZAC Day March will go head in Melbourne this year, “as close as 
possible to normal” but still adhering to COVID-safe precautions.    

Accordingly, we must wait until the RSL’s announcement before finalising our options.   However, 
should their revised plan continue to restrict our participation in the march, we are considering a 
gathering, at the RAAF Vietnam Plaque, for a short service and then proceeding across St Kilda Rd, 
for our traditional “after March” get-together.    

The RSL said it was confident a resolution would be reached soon so until then, we wait, but 
once there is an official announcement all members will be notified of the outcome.  

 
 

GREENSBOROUGH WAR MEMORIAL PARK - HOMEFRONT SCULPTURES 
 

The City Of Banyule has launched a website, “Homefront Sculptures” which displays a series of 
wooden figures in the Greensborough War Memorial Park: www.banyule.vic.gov.au/homefront  

 

Story of the ‘Vietnam’ sculpture 
 

This sculpture acknowledges both physical injury and the 
invisible shadow side of war experiences.  The inspiration for 
this sculpture came from writing workshops held for local war 
veterans.  Most of the attendees were Vietnam War veterans.  
Through their writing and many conversations, the veterans 
candidly expressed the anguish and frustration of this war, their 
awkward and heart-breaking home-coming and the near-
impossible task of readjusting to civilian life.  
 

In the face of the ‘Vietnam’ figure, master carver Hikaru Kodama 
captures the pain of war and its ongoing physical and mental 
burden.  The legs of the soldier merge into the base, hands rise 
up from the ground to grasp the soldier's legs: it is symbolic of 
the inescapable grip of the pain and memory of war. 
 

In many of the veterans' stories, Bell UH-1 Iroquois helicopters, 
known as Hueys, and rubber plantations featured prominently.   
They are both seen by the veterans as the most prominent and 
potent symbols of the Vietnam War.   The steel screen that 
shields the soldier features an intricate design made up of these 
two iconic images.  

 

 

 
 

War Memorial Park, 28 McDowell St, Greensborough, Vic 3088 

http://www.banyule.vic.gov.au/homefront


 

13 
 

 

ASSOCIATION CENTENARY FUNCTION 

SUNDAY 28TH MARCH 2021 
 

2.00 PM - 4.00 PM 

Our event to celebrate the Association’s Centenary, from last year, is finally happening. We have 
had 46 Expressions of Interest and would like any further attendees to please register as soon as 
possible, so we know numbers for catering purposes.  

As previously advised, the closest date to the formation of the Australian Air Force (31/03/1921) is 
Sunday 28 March, between the hours of 2pm to 4pm.  Drinks and finger food will be provided, and 
we will certainly be complying with safe distancing requirements. 

Therefore, if you wish to register your attendance please let our Office Manager, Barb Stallard, 03 
9813 4600, office@afavic.org.au know if you and your partner are interested in attending by close 
of business, 16th March 2021. 

Looking forward to seeing as many members as possible on the 28th of March.  

Regards, 

Max 

GOLD CARD HOLDERS ACCESS TO COVID VACCINATION  

Dear Colleague, 

It has been brought to our attention that there are Gold Card members who do not a hold Medicare 
Cards, and that this may be causing issues such as being unable to receive a COVID vaccination 
certificate. 

Could you please let the office know as soon as possible, either by return email or call the office 
(Barb) on 9813 4600, if you come across any issues in relation to this.  

Regards, 

Max 

Max McGregor  

President, Air Force Association - Victoria 

Contact Us: (03) 9813 4600 | office@afavic.org.au | www.afavic.org.au 

 

mailto:office@afavic.org.au
mailto:office@afavic.org.au
http://afavic.org.au/click.php?id=15405196&em=geoffrose10@bigpond.com&url=https://afavic.org.au
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Monthly Luncheon  
    

Our next monthly luncheon (the first for some time) is planned for Wednesday, 17th March 2021, 
at the usual location - Mail Exchange Hotel, 688 Bourke Street, City, corner of Bourke and Spencer 
Streets (directly opposite Southern Cross Station). 

 

 

 

NB:  Mrs Gill Coughlan, our hard-working 
Secretary, requests that you please notify 
her by the Monday prior, of your intention 
to join us for lunch at the Mail Exchange. 
 

This will enable a more accurate number to 
be passed to the hotel when making the 
monthly booking. 
 

Gill’s mobile:  0408 503 986 
Email:  gilly4346@gmail.com 

 

 

Generally, our monthly luncheons are planned for the third Wednesday of each month.   However, 
any changes will be posted on AFA (Vic) website (Vietnam Veterans Branch) and via email to 
members. 

 
Our Member, Alan White, has published an informative and educational book: 

 

 
 

My website is www.theprostatezone.com and people can buy the book via my website or via 
www.amazon.com.   It is also available to download as an e-book.   The price via my website is $25 
plus $5 for postage.   I am happy to answer emails or take calls from anyone with any queries. 
Alan White on, Ph:  (03) 9598 1007, Mobile:  0407 617 800 or email:  alan@theprostatezone.com 

http://www.theprostatezone.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
mailto:alan@theprostatezone.com
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Do you have travel plans?   AFA VV Branch member, Dan Nebauer, offers discounts to current 
and ex ADF members.   Dan specialises in Asian travel, but his knowledge and experience can cater 
for all your international and/or domestic travel needs. 
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DID YOU KNOW? 
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Another successful Bursary recipient 
 
Our inaugural AFA Vietnam Veterans’ Bursary presentation was held prior to the RAAFVVA’s 2010 
AGM.    One of the three initial awardees was a very enthusiastic music student by name of Bronte 
Hudnott.   However, on that day, due to recovering from minor surgery, Bronte was unable to attend 
in person so her father, Chris, graciously accepted the Bursary and cheque on her behalf. 

 

At the 2013 AGM, in recognition of continued determination and dedication to music, Bronte received 
the RAAFVVA Incentive Award, to assist financially and to encourage advancement in her studies, 
particularly supporting an ambition to master the intricacies of her chosen instrument, the Flute. 

  
The Bursary Award was accepted by proud father.      Bill Belton presented the Incentive Award.  
 

More recently, Bronte, now residing in the UK, received further acknowledgement of her musical 
talent and rising success when invited by her previous orchestra (The Scottish Chamber Orchestra) 
to join her friends, as principal flautist, for a new ‘COVID friendly’ performance (i.e. no audience) at 
the Perth (Scotland) Concert Hall.     
 

It is satisfying to know, RAAFVVA/AFA (Vic)’s initial assistance and Bronte’s continued determination 
are now being rewarded.   If you would like to view Bronte’s performance with the Scottish Chamber 
Orchestra, please click on the following link - recorded in early December 2020. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-0XtOvFu2S8 
 

 

Latest News: Chris’s youngest daughter, Zena, was recently advised she is an awardee of this year’s 

‘Long Tan Bursary’, to help her with expenses for Master of Education post-grad studies at Melb Uni. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-0XtOvFu2S8
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HEALTH and WELFARE 
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Treatment Programs and Workshops 

 

 

 

 



 

21 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

A service founded by Vietnam Veterans, 

now for all veterans and families 
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VALE 

 

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                
 

 RAAF VIETNAM VETERAN 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donald James BOOTH 

35 SQN -  Feb ’68 to Feb ‘69 

 14 January 2021 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

LEST WE FORGET 
 

 
 

RAAF Memorial Canberra 
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On the Lighter Side 
 

 

Disclaimer:  the following attempts at humour pertain 

solely to the mythical little creature known as “The 

Leprechaun”.  Any resemblance to statements or deeds 

of any real person, or persons, either living or dead, is 

purely coincidental and totally unintended. 

(Last of Alan’s Leprechaun jokes, plus some extra    

ones - T’ be sure, t’ be sure! ) 

 

 

Gallagher opened the morning newspaper and was 

dumbfounded to read in the obituary column that he 

had died !   He quickly phoned his best friend, Finney. 
 

“Did you see today’s paper?” asked Gallagher. “They say 

I died !” 

“Yes, I did see it”, replied Finney, “but where de hell 

are ye callin' from?’  

 

The rain was pouring down outside O’Connor’s Pub, and there, standing in front of a     

big puddle was an old Leprechaun, drenched, holding a stick with a piece of string 

dangling in the water. 
 

 

A passer-by stopped and asked him, “What are 

you doing?”  “Fishing.” Replied the old Leprechaun. 

 

Feeling sorry for the old fella, the other says, 

“Come in out of the rain and have a drink with me.” 

 

In the warm ambiance of the pub, as they sipped 

their whiskies, the younger Leprechaun, feeling 

superior and being bit of a smart aleck, could not 

resist asking, ”So, how many fish have you caught 

today?” 

    

“You’re the eighth”, was the reply. 

 
Legal advice:  An English lawyer sat with his Leprechaun client.   ‘’Liam”, he sighed,  

“Why is it that whenever I ask a Leprechaun a question, he always replies with 

another question?”   “Not True!  Who told you that?” asked Liam. 
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                           Shamus                        Paddy                         Sean 

Sadly, Paddy was struck by bus while walkin’ home from the pub one dark, wet night. 

Paddy had never married, so as the morgue needed someone to identify the body, 

Paddy’s two best friends, Shamus and Sean, were sent for. 

Shamus went in and the Mortician pulled back the sheet.  “Yup, he’s pretty messed up, 

but could you please roll him over, to be sure?” 

The Mortician rolled him over.   Shamus looked and said, “Nope, it ain’t Paddy.” 

The Mortician thought that was rather strange, so he then brought Sean in to 

identify the body. 

Sean looked, and said, “Yup, he’s pretty messed up, but could you please roll him over, 

to be sure?” 

The Mortician rolled him over and Sean looked down, “No, it ain’t Paddy.” 

The Mortician asked, “How can you tell?”  Sean said, “Well, Paddy had two arseholes.” 

What, he had two arseholes?” asked the shocked Mortician. 

“Yup, everyone knew he had two arseholes.   Every time we went into town, the folks 

would say, “Here comes Paddy with them two arseholes.” 
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TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS TO VIETNAM VETERANS ASSOCIATION 

VICTORIAN BRANCH INC. AND AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION VICTORIA 

WELFARE PATRIOTIC FUNDS 

DONATIONS 

Donations made by members of the RAAF VVAA Victoria Sub-Branch or the Vietnam Veterans 

Branch of the Air Force Association Victoria are tax deductible.   Donations    made to either 

Association Sub-Branch/Branch must indicate the gift is specifically for welfare.   (Renewal 

membership forms allow members to note their donation is for this purpose).  

 Donations received on this basis must be used for the welfare and support of veterans, and receipts 

will be issued for all donations over $2.00 received.   All money gifted for welfare purposes is 

welfare/veteran support directed, with your Associations and State Government accounting 

requirements strictly adhered to, and subject to annual audit. 

If you wish to adopt either or both Associations as your family charity, just make your cheque 

donation payable to the preferred Welfare Patriotic Fund.   For the RAAF VVAA Sub-Branch, 

forward your cheque to the Sub-Branch Treasurer.   For the AFA Vietnam Veterans Branch, forward 

the cheque direct to the Association Office Manager, PO Box 1038, Hawthorn BC, Vic 3122.   Your 

tax-deductible receipt will then be promptly returned.   Remember, even the smallest donation is 

appreciated. 

BEQUESTS AND LEGACIES 

Making a Will is recommended and is good asset planning.   It provides you and those for whom you 

care with financial peace of mind, ensuring security for your family, and enables bequests to be made 

to Charities/Associations representing your on-going interests. 

Bequests and Legacies are gifts of specified identified possessions or specified amounts of money 

gifted to an individual, group of people, or a charitable Organization or Association.   Please consider 

the Vietnam Veterans Branch or Sub-Branch of your member Association as a preferred charity.   

Remember, it is possible that at some future time assistance sought from your Association will be for 

the benefit of yourself or your family. 
 

   --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

OPEN ARMS - VETERANS and FAMILIES COUNSELLING  

(A Service Founded by Vietnam Veterans, now for all veterans) 

Normal Hours:    8640 8700 

Crisis Line (after hours)   1800 011 046 

DVA VICTORIA  

                Normal Hours:    133 254 

 Country/Regional:   1800 838 372 or 1800 555 254 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

In Hospital or Convalescing at Home?  
Like us to know about it and/or have someone to visit to assist or just chat? 
Name:…………………………………………………………………………………..….................. 
Address:……………………………………………………………………………………................ 
Preferred Contact details:……..…………………………………………………………................. 
 

Post or Email your request to the Secretary or give her a call on 040 850 3986 and we will try 

and arrange a visit on your behalf. 


