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Membership Matters 

 

Hangar  closure 

It was with regret the Committee of Management 

made the decision to shut down the hangar and 

cease restoration activities. Our security systems 

remain active and monitored. We are 

endeavoring to keep in touch with our volunteers. 

Previously, during our stores hangar collapse and 

lock out in 2004, we maintained the gardens and 

grounds, carried out external repairs and 

removed graffiti. This, to the passerby indicated 

we were still operational. Unfortunately, this time 

round that is not possible. 

The Committee of Management will still convene 

monthly and carry out business remotely either by 

email or “Zoom” and inform our volunteers of the 

activities.  

Our biggest concerns at the moment are the loss 

of financial donations from visitors and groups 

plus ensuring our volunteers return when we are 

operational again. 

An additional problem is that after the virus is 

defeated visitors and groups will have priorities of 

their own in the recovery phase, health, financial, 

employment and adapting to a changed set of 

traditional values. 

 

 

Membership annual renewals 

Enclosed/attached is the membership renewal 

form for 2020/21. 

The address for remittances is: 

Bank of Melbourne 

BSB: 183 879 

Account 415 686518 

Account name: B-24 Liberator Memorial 

Australia inc. 

 

Or 

 

Contracts Manager, 

PO Box 156, Werribee, VIC 3030 

 

As explained in the previous column, a time of 

austerity has been forced upon us necessitating 

an era of caution that requires us to stabilize our 

current financial situation and plan for the 

recovery phase. Part of the stabilizing plan is 

asking you to restore your membership at this 

time. The income from your membership renewal 

will assist us to plan with confidence our recovery 

phase. 

 

We have achieved a lot in the past year: the 

Memorial flag was installed with the Shrine of 

Remembrance, the relocation of Hangar 1 was 

confirmed, and the Riverwalk Liberator Park was 

opened. 
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The hangar may be closed, but we have not 

stopped.                                                         Dave 

Miller 

 

Memorial flag raising ceremony 

 

 
On 23 March our approved B-24 Liberator 

Memorial flag was raised at the Shrine of 

Remembrance in Melbourne. As we could not 

attend in person, Mr Dale Capron did the 

honours. This action confirms our flag’s 

acceptance within the Shrines boundaries. The 

flag raising will now be an annual event, with a 

commemorative service held to honour those who 

served with Liberators.. 

It is with pride that we achieved this honour and 

recognition for our veterans and members. 

Liberator Park opened 

 

 On 3 March we attended the opening of Liberator 

Park situated in the new, adjacent housing 

development, Riverwalk. 

A poll was taken by Wyndham City Council to 

select a suitable name from among four options. 

It was very pleasing that a majority of 

respondents favoured “Liberator Park”. The park 

is within walking distance of our restoration 

hangar. This result has increased our footprint in 

the area. 

Our President, Lyn Gorman, addressed the 

gathering, explaining the connection of our 

hangar and project to their suburb. Some were 

surprised to learn that aircraft operated from this 

site and regularly flew overhead night and day 

during World War II.) 

We thank Melbourne Water, Development 

Victoria and Wyndham Council for this peaceful 

retreat that the residents can enjoy, and perhaps 

where they can reflect on Australia’s engagement 

in foreign wars.  

Pre-ANZAC day  lunch. 

Due to the current health restrictions it was 

decided to cancel this event. This was done with 

regret but no alternative was possible. 

Lest we forget 

Hangar news 

Prior to the hangar closure some aircraft 

components were found to be missing from 

various work stations located in the hangar. A line 

search was conducted in case they had been 

misplaced; none was located. This was duly 

reported to the police with descriptions provided. 

One of our members was picking up an Oxford 

propeller we had purchased and mentioned this 

incident to the seller. About two weeks later we 

had a call from that gentleman suggesting we 

look up a page on E-bay. The page on E-bay 

contained several missing items for one of which 

we had the serial number available. Some of the 

remainder were identified because of peculiar 

repairs that had been carried out. The police were 

notified and a “Do not sell” order was placed on 

the vendor.  

Museum precinct news 

Because Melbourne Water provides an essential 

service, projects such as the restoration of 

Hangar 1 can continue. How much work can be 

achieved in the coming weeks will depend on the 

safety policies of MW  sub-contractors. 

An additional hangar truss inspection revealed 

some semi-urgent remedial repair work is 

required on identified trusses. Also, there may be 

issues with a couple of trusses requiring removal 

to allow A72-176 to move to Hangar 1. 
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Liberator, 2020 work plan 

Understandably, the work plan is now on hold. 

Ideas and suggestions would be appreciated 

during this time. Work is continuing off-site on the 

replica armament and the development of the 

intake duct mock-up. 

Oxford, 2020 work plan 

Unfortunately, work is on hold on the Oxford as 

well. 

Museum activities 

These activities are at a low level as most other 

Museums are in the same predicament as we are. 

We endeavour to maintain telephone contact with 

several counterparts in this area. 

Just for information 

In the October 2018 Newsletter there was a 

picture of a blue- and red-nosed fuselage that had 

been with us for a considerable time. Also in our 

possession were its wings and horizontal 

stabilizer. We requested identification or 

information. None was provided. Trawling through 

some old correspondence, we discovered the 

following. 

One interesting item of the collection is a towed 

target Drone. This is a complete aircraft, one that 

has never flown. These machines were a 100% 

loss system; those that were not shot down in 

practice were dropped to destruction when the 

tow plane returned to land. My research suggests 

that this may be the only one surviving today. 

From a report by Colin Grey, dated May 2004. 

Forthcoming  events 

Nothing is planned. 

For Gabrielle 

Angus from Aberdeen called in on his friend 

Donald in Glasgow to find he was carefully 

stripping the wallpaper from his loungeroom walls. 

Rather obviously, he remarked, “You’re 

decorating I see”, to which Donald replied, “ No, 

I’m moving out.” 

An Irishman calls in at the railway station and 

goes up to the ticket office. He asks the Ticket 

Master for a return ticket. “Where to”, asks the 

Ticket Master? “Here”, replies the Irishman.    

 

A French connection 

 

Monsieur Claude Bernard has thanked us for 

being included in the last Newsletter. He has 

submitted this photograph of a spoon made out of 

aluminium salvaged from A72-133, found in the 

kitchen of a house on Sumba Island, Indonesia. 

He has recently sent us a photo of a part of 133’s 

main undercarriage mounted in the centre of a 

village in Sumba. This will appear in our next 

issue. 

Claude is still hopeful that a photograph of A72-

133 can be located for his use. 

Not forgotten 

 

 

Above is an interesting picture of the crew of A72-

146 returning from a training flight, possibly at 

Tocumwal, NSW. Mr Greg Keliher submitted the 

photograph, with the comment that Flt Lt Bruce 

Beeson was his uncle and was a flight instructor 

with the RAAF. 
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Just a blast from the past 

 

 

Research and Development 

Our first “remote” Committee meeting via email 

was held on 11 April. This was a trial run and 

several unforeseen hitches occurred, mainly on 

timing and structure. These items are being 

addressed and corrective action will be taken. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President’s message  

I trust all our readers are staying safe and well in 

these strange times. I hope it is possible for you 

to get outdoors for some sunshine, fresh air and 

exercise, and to keep in contact with family and 

friends via ‘phone or email. 

I am sure many volunteers and members are 

missing the contact we took for granted when the 

hangar was open. However, the COVID-19 

pandemic will pass, even if we are ‘in for the long 

haul’, and we should look forward to the time 

when we can re-open the restoration hangar and 

museum to members, volunteers and visitors.  

Meanwhile, we are doing what we can to maintain 

contact with others such as Melbourne Water 

(and the H1 relocation and restoration project). 

We have already had one Committee of 

Management meeting by email to ensure we can 

‘get on with business’, even if remotely (and 

somewhat ‘clunkily’ the first time around!), and we 

are endeavouring to keep volunteers informed of 

Committee decisions. 

Soon it will be ANZAC Day, and I hope each of us 

will be able to participate – with the help of radio 

or TV – and remember the sacrifices of those who 

have served in wars of the past. 

I wish you well as you adjust to a changing world. 

 

Lyn Gorman, President 

 

 

 

Newsletter compiled by Dave Miller. davezcorio@gmail.com  
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