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Dear Colleagues, 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
A Branch Committee Meeting was held via BlueJeans on Friday, 27 August 2021.   
Unfortunately, since the Annual General Meeting in April, we have spent most of our time 
in COVID Lockdown with nothing happening or being able to be planned.   Notwithstanding, 
it was a good chance for the committee to catch up and discuss our current status.   On the 
financial front a welfare claim for reimbursement has been submitted to the Air Force 
Association Victoria to help cover the costs of the recent Fellowship Lunch and associated 
transport costs, thus ensuring our ability to provide ongoing support for our membership. 
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We are very fortunate to have Carl Schiller as both a Committee Member and Immediate 
Past President.   Carl, in his capacity as National President and Chair of the Air Force 
Association updated the Committee on the following topics. 
 

AFA Foundation 
 
AFA Ltd, the Association’s national body, established the Air Force Association Foundation 
last June.  Its purpose is to improve the wellbeing of ADF veterans and their 
dependants.  The Objective is deliberately broad to provide a wide scope for the 
Foundation’s Board of Management to approve expenditures that will cover a variety of 
initiatives, such as veteran homelessness, partner and dependant support, etc.  The start-
up project is the Air Force Association National Veteran and Family Homeless Recovery 
Program using the Association’s WA Division’s homeless project as a pilot model. Other 
initiatives will follow.   
 
Chief of Air Force applauds the foundation concept and has agreed to offer an Air 
Commodore to take a position on the Foundation’s Board of Management. 
 

Wingman Project 
 
The term ‘Wingman’ is originally an aviation term meaning someone who has got you 
covered.  The Association intends to establish a Wingman Group at every Air Force base for 
the purpose of engaging serving members and their families, and assisting those who are 
transitioning from service to civilian life.  Air Force Association divisions in each state and 
territory will host action groups comprising representatives from each unit on the base.  The 
action group will inform the Association of any particular support needs they require that 
are beyond those normally provided by Air Force, i.e. the Association will aim to fill the 
gap.  Events will include hosting ‘welcome’ functions for recently posted in singles and 
families, running social events, providing transition support including nominating a ‘buddy’ 
for contact when the former serving veteran has moved to civilian life.   
 
Chief of Air Force is particularly interested in the project.  The aim is to complement, not 
duplicate existing services.  The aim is for the project to be operational in early 2022, COVID 
permitting. 
 

Air Force Memorial Point Cook 
 
Air Force was planning to unveil a new Air Force Memorial that will be located at the 
southern end of the Main Parade Ground at Point Cook on November 28th, 2021.  The event 
is to be part of the Air Force Centenary Celebrations.  Unfortunately, COVID restrictions 
have precluded holding the event that will now take place in March 2022, still within the 
100th anniversary year.  
 
Invitations will be extended to Victorian-based Air Force veterans and possibly their 
partners depending on numbers and other arrangements.  More advice will follow when 
there is certainty about the planning.   
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Increase in Membership Fees 
 
Air Force Association unfortunately will need to increase its membership fee by $10 per 
annum from 2022.  There has been no sizeable increase in fees for almost 20 years.  The 
additional revenue will help fund veteran wellbeing programs and support the production 
of Wings, the Air Force Association magazine.   
 

Wings Magazine 
 
Wings has been operating since 1943 in various forms.  A history of the magazine is being 
written and will appear on the Division and National websites.  All Association members are 
entitled to either a free hardcopy posted to their address or can access online to view a 
digital version.  You need to ensure that the Branch’s Secretary has your current postal 
address if you wish to receive a hardcopy of the magazine.  The procedure for online access 

is detailed on the Division’s website. 
  

IN SEARCH OF THE PAST GENERATIONS FOR THE EDUCATION OF 

THE FUTURE GENERATIONS    

A request by John Elliott, Secretary/Treasurer No 2 Squadron Branch Air Force 

Association Victoria  

 I have been involved with genealogy groups in the research of Boer war, WW1, WW2 

service veterans for quite a few years. 

The most telling words I hear from descendants of those veterans are:  

‘Oh, I didn’t know that’; ‘No, I didn’t think he was a veteran’; or ‘Dad or Mum never told us 

that’.  And, the list goes on.  Although their stories where not shared with family, they 

were usually shared in their unit associations and branch get together, meetings and social 

functions.  

That brings me to the history of 2SQN veterans. When I look back through the documents 

I have, the earliest newsletter is 2008 and that raises the question, where are all the 

newsletters/documents prior to that year. Were newsletters, committee and annual 

general meeting minutes recorded/printed?  

I need your help to endeavour to find more history of 2SQN Association Victoria.  Do you 

know people who might have been associated with the squadron or their descendants? 

They could have a cardboard box stored away that belonged to their veteran forebears, 

which could add to our history of 2SQN.  If we don’t put in the effort now, their stories 

and pictures will be lost forever. 

 John can be contacted on his home phone 03 97968634 or via email 

jaellio@gmail.com  

 

mailto:jaellio@gmail.com
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AIR FORCE HISTORY 

The following material is compiled from various sources including the History and Heritage 

Branch–Air Force, the RAAF Museum, the Australian War Memorial, ADF Serials and 

www.ozatwar.com.  

 

The Royal Australian Air Force marks 100 years of service to 

the Australian people this year.  More information is available 

here: https://airforce2021.airforce.gov.au/ and here: 

https://airforce2021.airforce.gov.au/journey 

 

A list of events is here: https://airforce2021.airforce.gov.au/events  and memorabilia 

is available for purchase here: https://airforceshop.com.au/air-force-100/ 

 

4 JUNE 1971 - 2SQN DEPARTED VIETNAM FOR AUSTRALIA 
 
After four years and two months in Vietnam, No 2 Squadron departed Phan Rang on this 

day, arriving at RAAF 

Amberley the following 

day.   Upon its return, 

the unit was awarded 

two foreign unit 

citations: the Cross of 

Gallantry with Palm, 

from the Republic of 

Vietnam and a United 

States Air Force 

Outstanding Unit 

Award.   When the first 

of eight Canberra jet 

bombers of No 2 

Squadron landed at 

Phan Rang air base in 

South Vietnam on 19 April 1967, the squadron had already been serving in South East Asia 

for nine years.   In Vietnam, the squadron served with the USAF's 35th Tactical Fighter Wing, 

achieving a 97 per cent serviceability rate.   No 2 Squadron flew between 4-6 per cent of the 

Wing's missions but accounted for 16 per cent of the assessed bomb damage.   In total, the 

squadron flew over 11,900 combat missions.  It lost only two aircraft during the conflict: one 

disappearing on a night bombing mission in 1970, with its crew listed as “missing in action”, 

while the other shot down by a surface-to-air missile near the demilitarised zone in 

Undated photo of A82-472 returning to Phan Rang after a bombing mission 

http://www.ozatwar.com/
https://airforce2021.airforce.gov.au/
https://airforce2021.airforce.gov.au/journey
https://airforce2021.airforce.gov.au/events
https://airforceshop.com.au/air-force-100/
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1971.   Back at 

Amberley, on 9 

June the squadron 

was reformed as 

an aerial 

photographic 

squadron.   In this 

new role the unit 

was responsible 

for survey 

mapping; this task 

lasted for some 

nine years, 

covering most of 

PNG, Indonesian 

Islands and large areas of Australia.   The last operational flight of No 2 Squadron was made 

on 26 July 1982 -- a radar targeting mission flown at Williamtown -- and the squadron's last 

Canberra flight was a flypast over Brisbane on 30 June 1982. 

More on 2SQN's Vietnam War history is here: 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/U53556/ 

A copy of ‘Dreadful Lady Over The Mekong Delta – An Analysis of Canberra 

Operations in the Vietnam War’ by WGCDR (retd) Bob Howe, is available here: 

https://www.radschool.org.au/Books/Dreadful%20lady%20over%20the%20mekong%20delt

a.pdf 

 

8 JUNE 1946 – RAAF IN VICTORY MARCH IN LONDON 

    

On this day, 60 members of the RAAF (including seven 

women) formed part of the 250-strong Australian 

contingent participating in the London parade to 

celebrate Allied victory in WW II.    Personnel from 21 

nations marched past King George VI, who took the 

salute from a dais in Pall Mall.   The main body of the 

Victory March Contingent had sailed from Australia in the 

RAN heavy cruiser Shropshire on 19 April, arriving at 

Portsmouth on 30 May.   In the days leading up to the 

march, the contingent was visited in its tented camp in 

Hyde Park by various dignitaries, including Britain’s 

wartime Prime Minister, Winston Churchill (now no longer 

in office), who caused some consternation to the 

commander of the RAAF contingent, Wing Commander 

Rollo Kingsford-Smith, by confusing the distinctive 

Phan Rang 1969 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/U53556/
https://www.radschool.org.au/Books/Dreadful%20lady%20over%20the%20mekong%20delta.pdf
https://www.radschool.org.au/Books/Dreadful%20lady%20over%20the%20mekong%20delta.pdf
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Australian uniform with the Free French Air 

Force.   After taking leave, the contingent 

arrived back in Australia on 16 

August.                                               

 

             

 

 

 

More here:  https://www.awm.gov.au/sites/default/files/anton_dm.pdf 

 

10 JUNE 1927 – FIRST RAAF DENTAL OFFICER APPOINTED 

On this day, Flying Officer James Carl Rosenbrock commenced work as an RAAF Dental 

Officer at Pt Cook.   As personnel numbers were still relatively small, Rosenbrock was also 

responsible for the dental care of all Victorian RAAF units, which involved treating members 

of No 1 Aircraft Depot at Laverton, as well as Air Force Headquarters at Victoria Barracks in 

Melbourne.   Rosenbrock continued to serve as the sole RAAF Dental Officer until the 

middle of 1933, when the Air Board asked for 

his service to be terminated following 

‘behaviour unbecoming of a RAAF officer'.   He 

had borrowed several sums of money, of 

around £40 or so, from junior ranks on base (as 

well as from the Regimental Sergeant Major) 

and had failed to pay the money back.   He was 

replaced by a fellow Victorian, Flying Officer 

Norman Henry Andrews, on 18 September 

1933, who went on to become the RAAF’s first 

Director of Dental Services, and was 

instrumental in establishing the organisations 

and conditions of the Branch that survived until early in the 21st century. 

More Air Force dental history 

here:  https://medicalhistorymuseum.mdhs.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_fil

e/0007/3357268/07_Rowan-D-Story.pdf 

Postscript:   Rosenbrock was a 'colourful' character.   He was divorced by his wife 
in 1934, on the grounds of desertion.  He was convicted, in the Sale Court in 
August 1949, of driving under the influence of liquor. He was fined £15 and had his 
licence cancelled.   He joined the Army on 11 January 1942 and retired, as a Major, 
on 18 March 1946.  

 

    Painting (1948) by Geoffrey Mainwaring 

         RAAF Dentist, New Guinea, May 44 

https://www.awm.gov.au/sites/default/files/anton_dm.pdf
https://medicalhistorymuseum.mdhs.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/3357268/07_Rowan-D-Story.pdf
https://medicalhistorymuseum.mdhs.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/3357268/07_Rowan-D-Story.pdf
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16 JUNE 1954 - FIRST RAAF CANBERRA LOSS    

On this day, No 2 Squadron English Electric Canberra B.Mk.20 bomber A84-202 crashed at 

RAAF Base Amberley while attempting a low slow pass over the airfield.   The three crew -- 

Flight Lieutenant Davis, Flight Lieutenant Nicholls 

DFC (student pilot) and Pilot Officer Adler --were 

killed. Whilst overshooting, the aircraft stalled at 

200 feet and crashed onto the 

runway.   The aircraft was struck off 

charge and converted to components 

later that year.   This was the first 

Canberra loss suffered by the RAAF 

after No 2 Squadron had converted 

from Lincolns to Canberras in 

December 1953.  

 

THE AFC IN WW I 

 Not everyone was suited to this new field of military operations.  Light horsemen or 

"bushmen" were thought to be physically fitter and have quicker reflexes and a better 

"character" than other men; they were common in No. 1 Squadron. Many of its later recruits 

came from the ranks of the Light Horse; most of these already had years of active service. 

The squadron also drew men from other backgrounds: the AFC's only Victoria Cross winner, 

Captain Frank McNamara, had been a schoolteacher. 

Many of those who joined the squadrons on the Western Front also had prior service. The 

list of candidates for appointment to become flying officers in June 1918, for example, 

records a mixture of officers and other ranks: some had been gunners, others clerks, drivers, 

infantrymen, or members of the medical services. One man, a veteran of Gallipoli and the 

Western Front, had found his way into the 4th Australian Sanitary Section before being 

accepted into the AFC. Many were recommended for admission by their commanding 

officers on no other ground than their good record as soldiers in the line. 

Given the nature of warfare on the Western Front, it is not difficult to imagine why men 

would seek to transfer into the AFC.  Many had experienced the misery and squalor of the 

trenches. Those who knew they would face danger as long as they were in the AIF, preferred 

to face it in a corps which offered the promise of independence and glamour, as well as a 

degree of comfort unknown to the men in the trenches.  Those who served in the Middle 

East, although spared the worst miseries of the Western Front, shared a similar desire to 

escape their own discomforts: sand, dust, and flies.   Men who had already served in the 

   A84-202 crash aftermath 
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ground forces reasoned that if they survived the day's flying they would at least have the 

chance to sleep in a comfortable bed. 

After the armistice No. 4 Squadron became the only Australian unit of the British Army of 

Occupation, entering Germany on 7 December 1918. Each Australian squadron that had 

served on the Western Front left Europe for home in early March 1919. During the War 460 

officers and 2,234 men served in the AFC and 178 were killed.   By First World War 

standards, these casualties were light.  The AFC was a pioneering corps that helped to lay 

the groundwork for the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF). Through the efforts of men, such 

as Hudson Fysh and the Smith brothers, the AFC made a significant contribution to 

Australian civil aviation. 

Source: The Australian War Memorial 

 

17 JULY 1939 - WOMEN'S AIR TRAINING CORPS FORMED 

IN QUEENSLAND 

 

On this day, Mary Teston Luis 'Paddy' Bell formed the Women's Air Training Corps (WATC), 

assuming the leadership of some 40 women undertaking instruction in aircraft maintenance 

at Archerfield Aerodrome at Brisbane.   Elected commander, she organized the voluntary 

corps on semi-military lines.   Following her Air Force Squadron Leader husband to 

Melbourne, Mary 

established WATC HQ 

in Melbourne, 

established branches 

in other states and 

pressed for the 

formation of a 

women's air force 

auxiliary.   The newly-

appointed Chief of Air 

Staff, Air Chief Marshal 

Sir Charles Burnett, 

asked the Bells to draw 

up a preliminary plan 

for the employment of 

airwomen.   Shortages 

of male ground-staff 

eventually led to the 

establishment of the Women's Auxiliary Australian Air Force (WAAAF) in February 

1941.   That month Mary was appointed staff officer (WAAAF administration) with the rank 

of acting flight officer.   Considered to be a 'socialite' and to lack managerial experience, she 

Meeting of Women's Air Training Corps Council, 1941.   Bell is seated 
front, second from right 
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was overlooked for the post of 

director and resigned from the 

WAAAF on  5 June.   She 

rejoined the service in October 

1942, worked in several 

directorates and resumed 

civilian life on 11 April 1945.  

 

 

 

 

 

A biography of Mary Bell is here: http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/bell-mary-teston-luis-

9972 

 

21 JULY 1965 – WRAAF RECRUIT TRAINING FLIGHT 

INCORPORATED INTO 1 RTU 

          First WRTF Course (No 151) at RAAF Edinburgh, 21 July – 20 August 1965 

 

In 1950 the Women’s Royal Australian Air Force (WRAAF) was established and, for many 
years, the training of WRAAF recruits was performed across a number of training units 
across Australia.   On this day, a WRAAF Recruit Training Flight was incorporated into No 1 
Recruit Training Unit at RAAF Base Edinburgh   With the subsequent absorption of the 
WRAAF into the RAAF in 1977, the function of training female recruits was transferred to 
the Women’s Training Unit (WTU) at RAAF Base Tottenham, Melbourne, on 13 June 
1976.  After a second move to RAAF Laverton (January 1977 to January 1981), the WTU was 
disbanded and the responsibility of training both male and female recruits was vested in 
1RTU at RAAF Base Edinburgh. 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/bell-mary-teston-luis-9972
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/bell-mary-teston-luis-9972


- 10 - 
 

AIR FORCE HUMOUR  
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26 AUGUST 1975 - AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT 

ANNOUNCED MILITARY CADET CORPS TO BE 

DISBANDED 

 

On this day, the Minister for Defence announced that the that the Australian Cadet Corps 

(Army cadets), was to be disbanded from 1 January 1976 and confirmed that Navy cadets 

and the Air Training Corps (ATC) were also to be disbanded.   In February 1941 the War 

Cabinet had approved the formation of a cadet corps as part of the RAAF Reserve – the ‘Air 

Training Corps’ (ATC).   The original staff of the Directorate of the ATC commenced duty on 

11 June and the six ATC Wings came into being from 12 August.   All Wings were formed in 

the states by 1 October. Although staffed by a small nucleus of RAAF personnel, most of the 

ATC’s instructors were unpaid volunteers, many of whom had been pilots in WW I.   By 31 

October 1943, 12,000 cadets were under training.   Although this number declined to 7,557 

when the Pacific War ended in August 1945, by then just under 12,000 former members had 

gone on to enlist in the wartime RAAF.   Post-war the ATC was scaled down and squadrons 

were reduced to Flights.   In 1976, the new Government announced the re-formation of the 

Australian cadets and the ATC was renamed the AIRTC and, subsequently, the Australian Air 

Force Cadets (AAFC).  

More history of the Australian Air Cadets - now the Australian Air Force Cadets (AAFC) 

- is here: http://www.aafc.org.au/who-we-are/history/ 

MEMBERSHIP  

Membership of No 2 Squadron Branch (Air Force Association Victoria) is open to all serving 

and former members of No 2 Squadron, all serving and former Air Force members, their 
dependants and all adults who have an aviation interest and support the aims and objects 

of the Air Force Association.   Application forms can be downloaded directly from the Air 
Force Association Victoria website:  

 

  Link: https://afavic.org.au/index.php?action=join 

 

http://www.aafc.org.au/who-we-are/history/
https://afavic.org.au/index.php?action=join
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UPDATING OF MEMBERSHIP CONTACT DETAILS 

 
It has been a couple of years since we last updated our membership contact details and I 

am aware that some of our members may have changed their address, phone number 

and/or email.    To ensure that our records are correct, I would please ask anyone who has 

changed their contact details to advise either myself or our Secretary, John Elliott.   I know 

that some members prefer to receive their newsletter by post, however, to help us save 

costs if you do have an email address can you please consider also updating your contact 

details. 

 

Warm Regards and Stay Safe, 

 

Walter Sherman 
Walter Sherman 

President 

No 2 Squadron Branch (Air Force Association Victoria) 
https://afavic.org.au/content/762/branch-2-squadron 
 

6th September 2021 
 

2SQN RAAF Honours 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presidential Citation WW2  

 

Unit Citation, Vietnam  

 

Air Force Outstanding Unit Award, Vietnam  

 

Motto: 

Consilio et Manu 

 

(To Advise and to Strike) 

https://afavic.org.au/content/762/branch-2-squadron
http://www.2sqnraafassoc.org.au/citations.html#1
http://www.2sqnraafassoc.org.au/citations.html#2
http://www.2sqnraafassoc.org.au/citations.html#3
http://www.2sqnraafassoc.org.au/citations.html#1
http://www.2sqnraafassoc.org.au/citations.html#2
http://www.2sqnraafassoc.org.au/citations.html#3

