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Dear Colleagues, 
 
Although COVID is still with us and not withstanding some ongoing restrictions, life is now 
slowly starting to feel somewhat normal again.   The best outcome being the opening of 
most State borders allowing families to travel and share Christmas together. 
 
On behalf of Branch Committee, I would like to wish all members and their families a 
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AFA-VIC PRESIDENTS REPORT FOR BRANCH PRESIDENTS 
MEETING - 9TH DECEMBER 2021 
 
A copy of the AFA-Vic President’s Report is enclosed with this Newsletter. 
 

AIR FORCE HISTORY 

 
This material is compiled from various sources including the History and Heritage Branch–Air 

Force, the RAAF Museum, the Australian War Memorial, ADF Serials and www.ozatwar.com 
 

The Royal Australian Air Force marks 100 years of 

service to the Australian people this year.  More 

information is available here: 

https://airforce2021.airforce.gov.au/ and here: 

https://airforce2021.airforce.gov.au/journey 

 

 
A list of events is here: https://airforce2021.airforce.gov.au/events  and memorabilia is 

available for purchase here: https://airforceshop.com.au/air-force-100/ 
 

17 SEPTEMBER 1952 - FIRST QUEEN'S COLOUR PRESENTED 

 

  RAAF Richmond, 5 March 1986  

On this day, the Queen’s Colour was presented to the RAAF by 

the Minister for Air, Mr William McMahon, at a special parade 

held at Laverton.   The Royal Colour had not been presented in 

Australia before, and the ceremony took place in front of 2500 

officers and airmen and airwomen assembled in formation 

against a backdrop of five Lincoln heavy bomber aircraft.   The 

presentation was to have been made by the Governor-General, 

Sir William McKell, but his flight from Canberra was delayed by 

engine trouble.   Although known as the “Queen’s” Colour, the 

http://www.ozatwar.com/
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colour actually bore the monogram of King George VI.   This was because the colour was 

originally to have been presented during a royal visit to Australia that was planned for 1952, 

before the King died in February.   It was the wish of the new Queen Elizabeth that her 

father’s colour should be presented in her name.  

 

A September 2001 Air Force News item is here: 

http://www.defence.gov.au/news/raafnews/editions/2001/4308/story07.htm 

 

Adelaide The Advertiser press reporting is here: 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/47406641 

 

Note: On 5 March 1986, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II presented Air Force with a 

'new' Queen’s Colour during at RAAF Richmond. The new Colour (above) replaced 

the 'George Rex' Colour originally presented in the Queen’s name in 1952 which 

bore the monogram of her father, King George VI.   See 5 March entry. 

 

20 SEPTEMBER 1916 – 2ND SQN AFC FORMED IN EGYPT 
    

                                                       

                                                     A Flight, 
2nd Squadron, 1916 

The second squadron of the Australian Flying Corps (AFC) 
was formed -- as No 68 (Australian) Squadron, Royal Flying 
Corps (RFC) -- at Kantara, Egypt on this day.   Its initial 
personnel were drawn from No 67 (Australian) Squadron 
and were soon supplemented by volunteers from the Light 

Horse Regiments and extra mechanics from Australia.   The squadron proceeded to the 
United Kingdom for training in January 1917, and in September was deployed for operations 

http://www.defence.gov.au/news/raafnews/editions/2001/4308/story07.htm
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/47406641
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over the Western Front.    No 2 Squadron currently operates the Boeing 737-700 aircraft 
AEW&C airborne system featuring the Northrop Grumman Multi-role Electronically 
Scanned Array (MESA) radar.    

2SQN histories are here: WWI - https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/U59367/ 

WWII - https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/U59367/ and Vietnam - 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/U53556/ 

Recent press and media reporting of 2SQN is available here: 

https://news.defence.gov.au/tags/no-2-squadron 

 

AFC PILOTS 

  Sopwith Camel   

cockpit                                                 

 

 

 

 

1st SQN mechanics working on a Bristol fighter, c 1918 

The Australian Flying Corp’s (AFC’s) best aircraft in the final year of the war were among the 
most technically advanced of the day.   Bristol's BF2b, a two-seat fighter-bomber known as 
the Bristol Fighter, could climb to 10,000 feet in 11 minutes and fly at 113 mph when it got 
there.   The famous Sopwith Camel could reach 12,000 feet in 12 minutes, fully loaded with 
weapons and ammunition, and fly as quickly as the Bristol Fighter.   Pilots and observers sat 
exposed to the elements in noisy open cockpits.   Not everyone was suited to this new field 
of military operations.   Light horsemen or "bushmen" were thought to be physically fitter 
and have quicker reflexes and a better "character" than other men; they were common in 
No 1 Squadron.   Many of its later recruits came from the ranks of the Light Horse; most of 
these already had years of active service.   The Squadron also drew men from other 
backgrounds: the AFC's only Victoria Cross winner, Captain Frank McNamara, had been a 
schoolteacher. 

Many of those who joined the squadrons on the Western Front also had prior service.   The 
list of candidates for appointment to become flying officers in June 1918, for example, 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/U59367/
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/U59367/
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/U53556/
https://news.defence.gov.au/tags/no-2-squadron
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records a mixture of officers and other ranks: some had been gunners, others clerks, drivers, 
infantrymen, or members of the medical services.   One man, a veteran of Gallipoli and the 
Western Front, had found his way into the 4th Australian Sanitary Section before being 
accepted into the AFC.   Many were recommended for admission by their commanding 
officers on no other ground than their good record as soldiers in the line. Given the nature 
of warfare on the Western Front, it is not difficult to imagine why men would seek to 
transfer into the AFC.   Many had experienced the misery and squalor of the trenches. Those 
who knew they would face danger as long as they were in the AIF, preferred to face it in a 
corps which offered the promise of independence and glamour, as well as a degree of 
comfort unknown to the men in the trenches.   Those who served in the Middle East, 
although spared the worst miseries of the Western Front, shared a similar desire to escape 
their own discomforts: sand, dust, and flies.   Men who had already served in the ground 
forces reasoned that if they survived the day's flying they would at least have the chance to 
sleep in a comfortable bed. 

Not everyone, however, survived the day's flying.   Many pilots were killed in accidents long 
before they could join a line squadron.   Over a third of the AFC's wartime fatalities occurred 
in Britain.   Some trainees died after the War had ended. 

Source: Australian War Memorial 

 

1 OCTOBER 1953 – RAAF COMMENCED REORGANISATION 

INTO FUNCTIONAL COMMANDS 

  The-then Lapstone Hotel, 1939.  Taken by a pilot of a Richmond-based 3SQN Hawker 

Demon 
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As announced by the Minister for Air, Athol Townley, on 3 September 1953, the RAAF began 

reorganising along functional command lines from this day, replacing the system of 

commands based on geographical areas which had been in use since WW II.   Under the first 

phase of changes, RAAF Headquarters was integrated into the Department of Air and took 

responsibility for policy, financial control and units overseas.   Three functional commands 

were also established, with Home Command at Glenbrook, NSW, replacing Eastern Area 

Headquarters; Training Command at Albert Park, Melbourne, replacing Southern Area 

Headquarters; and Maintenance Command, also at Albert Park, replacing Maintenance 

Group Headquarters.   A second phase of the reorganisation came into effect on 1 February 

1954, when Home Command took over from North-Eastern, North-Western and Western 

Areas.   With these changes, the RAAF dispensed with regional commanders disposed to 

think at times like ‘warlords’ and operated along more unified lines. 

            More history on RAAF Glenbrook (based on the old Lapstone Hotel) is here (p 

20): https://www.raafapublications.org.au/RIC-2019/RAAFA_Welcome_Richmond2019.pdf 

11 OCTOBER 1942 - RAAF ACCEPTED PROTOTYPE 

EXPERIMENTAL GLIDER 

On 24 March 1942, the Aircraft Advisory Committee — which had been set up by the War 

Cabinet in 1941 to advise the Director-General of the Department of Aircraft Production — 

received a communication from the Director-General of Supply and Production, 

Department of Air, stating that an immediate requirement existed for 126 

gliders.   Accompanying the communication was an RAAF specification for an experimental 

seven-seat prototype glider, which was submitted to the Commonwealth Aircraft 

Corporation and to de Havilland Aircraft Pty Ltd (DHA).   DHA constructed the first prototype 

in Sydney and, in April 1942, the RAAF authorised the construction of a second DHA G1 (or 

Experimental Glider (EG) 1) prototype glider, for military trials, before a production line was 

laid down.   Following demonstration flights for the RAAF at Richmond on 29 September 

https://www.raafapublications.org.au/RIC-2019/RAAFA_Welcome_Richmond2019.pdf
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and and further familiarisation flight on 2 October, on the morning of 5 October a Fairey 

Battle departed Richmond towing EG-1 to RAAF Laverton  . EG-1 was officially accepted by 

the RAAF on this day and later renumbered with the service prototype serial A57-1001.   It 

was joined at RAAF Laverton on 17 November by EG-2 which eventually became A57-1002. 

 

A comprehensive June 1976 Air International article on the gliders is here 

(Defence readers will need to be patient): 

http://www.lockoweb.com/first%20a%20series/aamb%20project/a56toa59/a57%20dhglide

r0001.PDF 

 

8 NOVEMBER 1958 - FIRST RAAF C-130A FLIGHT IN THE US   

 On this day, the initial flight of the RAAF's new C-130A Hercules (A97-205) with an RAAF 

crew took place in the 

US.  The crew 

comprised Wing 

Commander Olorenshaw 

(captain), Flight 

Lieutenant Radford 

(copilot), Wing 

Commander Thorpe 

(navigator), Warrant 

Officer Jones 

(loadmaster) and 

Sergeant Wilson (flight 

engineer).    Once No 36 

Squadron crews had 

converted on to the C-130A in the US, aircraft were collected from the Dobbins Air Force 

Base and -- after only a few hours shake-down flying -- ferried to Australia 

EG1 

http://www.lockoweb.com/first%20a%20series/aamb%20project/a56toa59/a57%20dhglider0001.PDF
http://www.lockoweb.com/first%20a%20series/aamb%20project/a56toa59/a57%20dhglider0001.PDF
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between December 1958 and January 1959.   The Hercules arrived home to great 

expectations and ambitious plans 

 

Undated photo of A97-205 awaiting disposal at Laverton 

 

4 DECEMBER 2006 - FIRST C-17A GLOBEMASTER III 

ARRIVED AT FAIRBAIRN 

 

 On this day, 

the RAAF's 

first of four No 

36 Squadron 

Boeing C-17A 

Globemaster 

A41-206 

touched down 

at Defence 

Establishment 

Fairbairn after 

a trans-Pacific 

flight. Ordered 

in March 

2006, the remaining three aircraft were delivered on time and on budget with the last 

aircraft arriving in Australia in March 2008.   The Globemaster carries up to four times the 

payload of the RAAF’s other combat airlift transport, the C-130J Hercules, being capable of 

lifting more than 70 tonnes of cargo; for example, up to three Black Hawk or Sea Hawk 
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helicopters, or a Chinook helicopter, or five Australian Light Armoured Vehicles.   No 36 

Squadron achieved Initial Operational Capability (IOC) in September 2007.   Two additional 

aircraft were delivered in 

2011 with the sixth arriving 

at RAAF Amberley in 

2012.   In October 2014, the 

Government announced 

that the process of 

purchasing a further two 

aircraft had begun; these 

aircraft arrived in 2015 (20 

July and 4 November) and 

the squadron now operates 

eight aircraft.  

 

More on the aircraft is here: https://www.airforce.gov.au/technology/aircraft/air-

mobility/c-17a-globemaster-iii 

 

Imagery of A41-206 arriving in Amberley is available 

here:  https://images.defence.gov.au/assets/Home/Search?Query=globemaster%20arrival

%20at%20amberley%202006&Type=Advanced&Search=globemaster%20arrival%20at%20

amberley%202006 

 

7 DECEMBER 1941 - 2SQN HUDSON DETACHMENT SENT TO 

KUPANG 

 No 2 Squadron was re-formed at Laverton in Victoria on 3 May 1937.  At 

the outbreak of WW II, the 

squadron searched for 

enemy vessels in Australian 

waters using Anson 

aircraft.  On 5 December 

1941 the first part of the 

squadron moved to Darwin, followed two 

days later by the rest of the squadron.   On 

this day, 'A' Flight of No 2 Squadron (four 

Hudsons) deployed forward to Koepang (Kupang), Timor, in the belief that war with Japan 

was imminent.  The following day, the squadron saw its first combat, when 'A' Flight 

attacked and damaged a Japanese W/T ship, the Nanyo Maru.  The ship was damaged and 

ran aground; her crew abandoned ship and were interned.   On 10 December the remainder 

of the squadron moved to Kupang.  

https://www.airforce.gov.au/technology/aircraft/air-mobility/c-17a-globemaster-iii
https://www.airforce.gov.au/technology/aircraft/air-mobility/c-17a-globemaster-iii
https://images.defence.gov.au/assets/Home/Search?Query=globemaster%20arrival%20at%20amberley%202006&Type=Advanced&Search=globemaster%20arrival%20at%20amberley%202006
https://images.defence.gov.au/assets/Home/Search?Query=globemaster%20arrival%20at%20amberley%202006&Type=Advanced&Search=globemaster%20arrival%20at%20amberley%202006
https://images.defence.gov.au/assets/Home/Search?Query=globemaster%20arrival%20at%20amberley%202006&Type=Advanced&Search=globemaster%20arrival%20at%20amberley%202006
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 MEMBERSHIP  

Membership of No 2 Squadron Branch (Air Force Association Victoria) is open to all serving 

and former members of No 2 Squadron, all serving and former Air Force members, their 

dependants and all adults who have an aviation interest and support the aims and objects 
of the Air Force Association.   Application forms can be downloaded directly from the Air 

Force Association Victoria website:  

 

  Link: https://afavic.org.au/index.php?action=join 

 

UPDATING OF MEMBERSHIP CONTACT DETAILS 

 
It has been a couple of years since we last updated our membership contact details and I 

am aware that some of our members may have changed their address, phone number 

and/or email.    To ensure that our records are correct, I would please ask anyone who has 

changed their contact details to advise either myself or our Secretary, John Elliott.   I know 

that some members prefer to receive their newsletter by post, however, to help us save 

costs if you do have an email address can you please consider also updating your contact 

details. 

 

Warm Regards and Stay Safe, 

 

Walter Sherman 
Walter Sherman 

President 

No 2 Squadron Branch (Air Force Association Victoria) 
https://afavic.org.au/content/762/branch-2-squadron 
 

15TH December 2021 
 

2SQN RAAF Honours 

 

Enclosure: 

1.   AFA-Vic President’s Report for Branch Presidents Meeting 9 December 2021 

 

 

Presidential Citation WW2  

 

Unit Citation, Vietnam  

 

Air Force Outstanding Unit Award, Vietnam  

 

Motto: 

Consilio et Manu 

 

(To Advise and to Strike) 

https://afavic.org.au/index.php?action=join
https://afavic.org.au/content/762/branch-2-squadron
http://www.2sqnraafassoc.org.au/citations.html#1
http://www.2sqnraafassoc.org.au/citations.html#2
http://www.2sqnraafassoc.org.au/citations.html#3
http://www.2sqnraafassoc.org.au/citations.html#1
http://www.2sqnraafassoc.org.au/citations.html#2
http://www.2sqnraafassoc.org.au/citations.html#3


 

 

AFA-Vic Presidents Report 
for 

Branch Presidents Meeting 
9 December 2021 

 
 
 

It has been a disrupted year, but not an unproductive year as far as the National body of the Air 
Force Association (AFA Ltd) and AFA-Vic is concerned. Victoria has three directors on the Board 
of AFA Ltd, Carl Schiller as National President, Peter Colliver as National Secretary and myself as 
the Victorian Divisional President.  A professional national body is essential, for the Federal 
Government will not work with State based bodies.  Due to the quality of the submissions made by 
AFA Ltd, the Air Force Association is highly regarded by the Federal Government. 
 
AFA Ltd Initiatives 
 
1. Veteran Homeless Project 
 
AFA Ltd has established a Foundation to raise funds from benefactors with the aim of raising a 
large sum of money for the benefit of veterans and families in need.  In order to raise these funds a 
significant project has to be formulated. The Victorian and WA divisions have chosen projects 
involving veteran homelessness.  A business plan and risk register/analysis has been completed 
by AFA-Vic and was approved by the Victorian Board on Tuesday 7 December.  These documents 
will be used by the fund raisers to hopefully obtain the funds required.  Phase one of the plan is to 
purchase accommodation that homeless veterans can safely use, and we will provide or arrange 
for all the wrap around services that the veterans need to take their place in society.  Phase two, a 
future development, will address the family issues resulting from domestic violence or any other 
factor. 
 
Veteran homelessness was chosen due to the linkage of veteran homelessness with veteran 
suicide.  We could await the findings of the ongoing Royal Commission, but there is sufficient 
evidence right now that shows this is a significant problem.  On your behalf, the Board of AFA-Vic 
have committed to providing a significant financial contribution in order to show that we are 
serious.  Without some “skin in the game” it makes it harder to raise the significant amount needed. 
 
We have chosen to name this centre “The John “Snow” Coughlan Veterans’ Living Centre” in 
recognition of the CGM awarded to Snow for his gallantry in Vietnam. 
 
2. Wingman Project  
 
This project is still in the planning phase, but will involve a social gathering (possibly a bbq) at 
Victorian Air Force bases.  The target audience is the members transitioning out of the Air Force.  
It is not a membership drive, but if that happens well and good; it is about ensuring that those 
leaving understand who we are and what we can do to help them if the need arises. 
 
Volunteers 
 
Both of these projects will need volunteers to ensure success, so spread the word to your 
members.  As an organisation we have a lot of members with skill sets that can be effectively used. 
 
AFA-Vic Eulogy Service 
 
We now have sufficient volunteers to provide this service for any AFA-Vic member or veteran if so 
requested.  Training for volunteers has been delayed by COVID but will take place early next year.  
Once the training is complete and our volunteers are comfortable with carrying out the service a 
formal commencement date will be announced. 
 



 

 

 
RAAF Memorial at Point Cook 
 
March 30 2022 is the “scheduled” date for the Dedication of the new Air Force Memorial at Point 
Cook.  Covid is still an issue so this date is not definitely confirmed at this time.  The Air Force 
have requested the use of our “Poppy Wall” which we have certainly agreed to loan for this special 
occasion.  It will be great to see our poppy wall in use once again.  We are currently in negotiation 
with Air Force as to the numbers of AFA-Vic members who will be able to attend, but our poppy 
wall gives us some significant negotiating ability. 
 
 
 
AFA-Vic Financials 
 
After a difficult period of time that encompassed both a recession and all the lockdowns we have 
finally managed to lease both of the suites that we have in this building.  Having a regular rental 
income once again, gives us confidence that our financial situation is not just under control but 
building month by month. 
 
 
On behalf of the Board of AFA-Vic I wish you and your members a safe, COVID free, Merry 
Christmas. 
 
 
 
 
Max Mcgregor 
President  
AFA-Vic 
 
8 December 2021 
 
 
 

 


