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Newsletter – July 2020 

My Dear Colleagues  

BRANCH COMMITTEE MEETING 

A Branch Committee Meeting was held via BlueJeans on 25th June 2020.   Among the items 
discussed were the indexing of newsletters and photographs for inclusion on the Air Force 
Association Victoria (AFAVIC) website, the 50th Anniversary of the loss of Magpie 91 and the 
No 2 Squadron Branch Banner.   

John Elliott is working on putting together a PDF document that contains copies of all No 2 
Squadron newsletters for inclusion on the AFAVIC website.   Please see article below giving full 
details of John’s efforts with the website data. 

The 3rd November 2020 will mark the 50th Anniversary of the loss of Magpie 91.   Graham Henry 
raised this fact at the AFAVIC Annual General Meeting and asked Chris Hudnott, President of 
Vietnam Veteran’s Branch AFAVIC if a commemorative service was being planned.    Chris 
Hudnott was invited to join our Committee Meeting.   He advised that he has been working 
with the National Vietnam Veterans’ Museum to ‘refresh’ the Air Operations Gallery and had 
raised the possibility of a commemorative service for the crew of Magpie 91.   Chris will keep 
our committee informed on any updates  
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The question of updating the No 2 Squadron Branch Banner was discussed.   The general 
consensus was that the current banner does require updating to reflect all the Squadron’s 
history from 1916 to the present day.   This project is only in the conceptual stages.  However, 
if it were to proceed, we would engage the services of graphic designer to come up with a 
couple of design alternatives for review by the Committee and members.  

No 2 SQUADRON SEARCHABLE PDF DOCUMENT 

John Elliott has put together a PDF document that contains copies of No 2 Squadron 
newsletters.  The reason for putting all into one document is to look at ways we could load all 
the articles, photos, newsletters up to the website and make them searchable for future 
generations.   It is interesting to note that all the photos with their stories already exist on the 
AFAVIC website in the newsletters produced over the years. 
 
Consider the PDF document as a "book" where the chapters are individual newsletters. By 
combining them into one document John has been able to add links (bookmarks) to the stories, 
names and photos to make searching the newsletters a little easier than going through each 
newsletter. 
 
John is now after your assistance.  Do you think the "book" could be a worthwhile addition to 
the AFAVIC Website and your suggestions on any modifications, corrections, errors, 
improvements that could be made would be greatly appreciated?  Also if you have any 
newsletters in your possession that are not included in the PDF document, can you please send 
them to John for inclusion in the PDF “Book”. 
 
If you would like a copy, please send an email to John at  jaellio@gmail.com    and he will send 
you a link to the document. You will need to have Acrobat Reader installed on your pc (or 
whichever device you use) which is a free download.  
 
After downloading the pdf file, Click on the > in the bookmarks column to open up the various 
bookmarks. 
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MEMBERS’ STORIES AND PHOTOGRAPHS 

In response to my call for members’ stories, Don Weeks kindly agreed to 
write an article on his experiences in Malaysia and on deployment to 
Okinawa.  Here is Don’s story: 

No 2 Bomber Squadron – The Malayan Emergency 

From 1948 through to 1960 in Malaya there existed what was known as the "State of 
Emergency". It was a Guerilla War fought between Commonwealth Armed Forces and the 
Malayan National Liberation Army, the Military arm of the Chinese Communist Party. No 2 
Squadron was deployed to what was then Malaya in 1958.  

I was a member of No 2 Squadron at Butterworth from March 1959 to December 1961. In 1960 
the squadron deployed to Okinawa for exercises with a USAF B57 Squadron based on the 
Kadena Air base at NAHA. The support staff were transported from Butterworth by two means, 
an RAF Beverley Transport, through Hong Kong and a RNZAF Bristol Freighter through Clark Air 
Force Base in the Philippines. It was my first and only visit to the Philippines. The base was 
abandoned after Mount Pinatubo erupted in 1991. 

The Kadena base was an eye opener to most of us, we soon learnt about security. We ambled 
across the tarmac to pose in front of our parked Canberras for an official RAAF photograph. 

Before the photographer could click the camera, we were surrounded by the heavily armed 
USAF military police. Of course, it was all sorted out, but we soon learnt what not to do. 

I also flew to a small island named Shimojijima in a USAF C47 with my friend Garry Smith a 
corporal radio tech, to help set up some type of equipment for the exercise. The island was 
part of the Ryukyu Group and they all seem to end with Jima, e.g. Iwo Jima. We were taken for 
a tour. It had been heavily bombed in WW2. The islanders collected huge piles of metal from 
the pounding it took, sometimes tragically with unexploded bombs. Garry Smith remained in 
the RAAF and retired as a Group Captain; he was the last "boss" of No 2 AD at Richmond. 

I remember shopping at the BX, the shop staff were so friendly and enjoyed our accents. We 
thought that we may go on to visit Japan, but this was cancelled due to political unrest at the 
time.  

We returned to Butterworth overnighting at the RAF base at Kai Tak on Kowloon. I always 
remember the approach to the landing strip, it seemed to be meters only above the apartment 
blocks! Gary reminds me that our Beverley touched down too far along the runway and had to 
move to maximum power and go around again with another maximum view of the apartments. 
How could I forget that! 
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In 2006, I was surprised to receive in the mail a medal from the Malaysian Government named 
the "Pingat Jasa Malaysia" for those who served from independence on 31 August 1957 until 
31 December 1966 following the end of the Indonesian confrontation with Malaysia. I had 
forgotten that was 
another confrontation, 
as far as I remember it 
was mainly the Aussie 
and the KIWI armies 
involved in that one.  

          Kay, Terry and Don Weeks in front of the   
                    Stratheden at Port Adelaide – December 1961 

 Don Weeks 
 Corporal Airframe Fitter 
 
 

8 JUL 55 - WORK BEGAN ON BUTTERWORTH BASE 
 
Following Prime Minister R.G. Menzies’ announcement in April 1955 that the RAAF had been 
offered a free loan of the RAF airfield at Butterworth, on the north-west coast of Malaya, as 

the base for Australia’s air 
contingent to a 
Commonwealth Strategic 
Reserve in the Far East. on 
this day an advance party 
from No 2 Airfield 
Construction Squadron 
(2ACS) arrived to begin 
work on bringing the airfield 
up to jet 
standards.   Australia 
planned to commit a 
composite wing of two 
Sabre fighter squadrons and 
a squadron of Canberra 
bombers, which needed 
more and better facilities 
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than currently 
existed.   It was not 
until 12 September 
that the main body 
of 2ACS arrived and 
began work in 
earnest.   Working 
around the threat 
of attack by 
Communist 
terrorists, by May 
1958 the runway, 
taxiways, fighter 
and bomber 
hardstands were 
all ready for 
operational use –– 
a month ahead of 
schedule.  
  

                  No 2 Airfield Construction Squadron 

The Flight Line in early 1960s at the RAAF Butterworth 
  

A history of Butterworth is here: https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/stories-service/australians-

war-stories/raaf-butterworth-upgraded-no-2-airfield-construction-squadron 

 

and here:  https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/wars-and-missions/malayan-emergency-1948-

1960/australians-arrive-malaya 
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26 JUN 42 - RAAF FORCED TO CHANGE ROUNDEL IN SOUTH-WEST 

PACIFIC AREA  

After completing a bombing mission in the Solomon Islands on this day, a Catalina flying boat 

of No 11 Squadron returned to Havannah Bay, New Hebrides (now Vanuatu), to refuel before 

continuing on its way back to Noumea, 

New Caledonia.   As the RAAF aircraft 

prepared to alight, it was attacked by a 

US Wildcat fighter, whose pilot later 

said that the red in the RAF-style red-

white-and-blue roundels on the 

Catalina’s wing seemed ‘so distinct’ 

that he mistook them for Japanese 

markings.   Although holed in many 

places, the Catalina was able to land 

safely and no-one was hurt, but the 

RAAF immediately took action to have 

the red painted out in the upper-wing roundels on all its operational and second-line 

aircraft.   This course was formalised in orders issued 

on 31 July, and within months had been extended 

to all roundels on all RAAF aircraft in the South-West 

Pacific Area.  

   No11 Squadron Catalina 

 

 

2 JUL 56 - RAAF ADOPTED KANGAROO IN MOTION' EMBLEM 

 After WW II -- during which the RAAF adopted a blue-and-white roundel to avoid its aircraft 

being confused with Japanese 

aircraft bearing red-spot markings -- 

both RAAF and RAN aircraft 

returned to using the red-white-

and-blue roundel of the 

RAF.   Following the lead of other 

Commonwealth air forces, during 

1955 the RAAF considered replacing 

the centre of its roundel with a 

distinctive national emblem.   Designs suggested by Mrs Pamela Brinsley, the staff artist at the 

Department of Air (whose husband was a serving RAAF officer), included the Southern Cross, a 

boomerang and a sprig of wattle, but eventually the ‘kangaroo in motion’ (as depicted on 

Australia’s penny coin) was chosen by the Air Board on 8 June 1956 as the most appropriate 

symbol.    The Minister for Air approved the recommendation on this day.   Initially the new 
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emblem was displayed only on aircraft fuselages, but in September 1965 the Air Board ordered 

its use on wings as well. 

AIR FORCE'S WW II TEMPORARY HEADQUARTERS  

On 29 February 1940, the War Cabinet considered the matter of temporary accommodation 

for Air Force Headquarters in Melbourne.   One proposal was to lease the Hotel Windsor and 

another to requisition the nearly completed 

Royal Insurance building in Collins 

Street.   Cabinet agreed that the cost of 

occupying the Hotel Windsor was 

understated and considerable expenditure 

would be incurred in compensation on 

vacation of the premises.   The Cabinet was 

also averse to occupying the Royal Insurance 

building, in the heart of Melbourne’s 

business centre, because of high 

rents.   Cabinet decided that the remainder 

of Craig’s building in Elizabeth Street should 

be requisitioned under the National Security 

Act and that the rental be determined by 

arbitration if necessary, in view of the 

indication of the owner that he desired an 

unduly high rental.  

The following month, however, the War 

Cabinet further decided that the Century 

building be taken for the RAAF Headquarters 

as that building offered better working 

conditions and the terms and conditions of 

the rental were more favourable.   Consequently, from May 1940 the upper levels (second to 

eleventh floors) of the still incomplete Century Building began to be taken over as temporary 

headquarters for Air Force while the new headquarters was being built at the Victoria Barracks 

in St Kilda Road.   The building was the first in Melbourne to be fully air-conditioned across all 

levels.   The majority of Air Force Headquarters moved to Victoria Barracks in 1941 although 

financial elements remained in the Century Building. 

CORONAVIRUS  

Unfortunately, the situation with the Coronavirus has now changed with border closures and 

the Victorian Government issuing stay-at-home orders for the Melbourne metropolitan area 

and Mitchell Shire.  Latest Coronavirus (COVID-19) Health Alert updates are available on 

Australian Government Department of Health website link:  

https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-

healthalert#current-status  
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MEMBERSHIP  

Membership of No 2 Squadron Branch (Air Force Association Victorian) is open to all serving 

and former members of No 2 Squadron, all serving and former Air Force members, their 

dependants and all adults who have an aviation interest and support the aims and objects of 

the Air Force Association.   Application forms can be downloaded directly from the Air Force 

Association Victoria website:  

 
 https://afavic.org.au/index.php?action=join 

 

 

Warm regards and Stay Safe, 

Walter Sherman 
Walter Sherman 

President 

No 2 Squadron Branch (Air Force Association Victoria) 
https://afavic.org.au/content/762/branch-2-squadron 

 

8th July 2020 
 

2SQN RAAF Honours 

 
Presidential Citation WW2  

 
Unit Citation, Vietnam  

 
Air Force Outstanding Unit Award, Vietnam  

 

Motto: 

Consilio et Manu 

 

(To Advise and to Strike) 
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