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Newsletter – August 2020
COMMEMORATIVE SERVICES – AUGUST 2020
Unfortunately, the COVID19 Lockdowns in Victoria severely restricted public remembrance
services for the 75th Anniversary of Victory in the Pacific Day (also known as VJ Day) on 15th
August and Vietnam Veterans Day on 18th August. For those who did not get a chance to
view either of these remembrance services, please note that they are still available on the
Shrine of Remembrance, Melbourne website https://www.shrine.org.au/ at the following
links:

Victory in the Pacific Day Commemorative Broadcast:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_dz4ZcKVdM&list=PL45hMf8PVyF3a5eGML3EeV2S_LNVT_Ki-&index=5&t=0s

Vietnam Veterans Day Commemorative Broadcast:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5kk5mNuYN8&list=PL45hMf8PVyF3a5eGML3EeV2S_LNVT_Ki-&index=3

Lest we forget
________________________________________
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15 AUGUST 1945 - VJ DAY – THE END OF THE WAR AGAINST
JAPAN

'The Dancing Man', Sydney, 18 Aug 45

Adelaide's The News cover, Wed 15 Aug 45

When hostilities against Japan ended on this day, the total number of Australians serving in
the RAAF was 173,622, most of whom were serving in the South-West Pacific
theatre. Casualties suffered by the RAAF in the war against Japan were 2,835 killed, died
and presumed dead; 692 missing and 1,706 wounded or injured. In late 1944, the RAAF
peaked at over 182,000 personnel and 6,200 aircraft in 61 squadrons and -- in 1945 -Australia had the fourth-largest air force in the world (after the USA, the USSR and the
UK). 216,900 Australians (189,700 men and 27,200 women) served in the RAAF in all
theatres during the War of whom 9,870 were killed, died and presumed dead, 884 were
missing and 3,290 wounded and injured. 5,488 airmen were killed, died and presumed
dead in Europe, with 16 missing and 969 wounded and injured. 20,000 Australians served
with RAF Bomber Command; although the RAAF members of Bomber Command were less
than 2 percent of Australians enlisted in WW II, Bomber Command aircrew accounted for
almost 20 percent of the deaths in combat. No 460 Squadron alone lost 1,018 aircrew
which represents the complete loss of the squadron five times over. 1,131 airmen were
killed, died and presumed dead in the Middle East.
More on the end of the war against Japan, and the subsequent occupation of
Japan post-war, is in the Official History here: https://s3-ap-southeast2.amazonaws.com/awm-media/collection/RCDIG1070415/document/5519699.PDF
More WWII casualty and award statistics - as at 30 April 1947 - are here:
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/featurearticlesbytitle/F19B5A51A60904F3
CA2569DE0020331F?OpenDocument

17 AUGUST 1959 - 2SQN FLEW LAST RAAF BOMBING MISSION OF
MALAYAN EMERGENCY
On this day, Canberras of No 2 Squadron’s flew the RAAF’s sixth jet bombing mission in
Malaya. The target, located on the northern slopes of Bukit Tapah in Perak, was attacked
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by four aircraft. This was the last offensive air support provided by the RAAF in the

Malayan Emergency, even though the campaign continued for a further 11 months. The
Canberra missions –– like those flown by No 1 Squadron’s Lincolns between 1950 and 1958
–– had produced few worthwhile results, yet were valued for having incalculable effects on
enemy morale and providing one of the few ways of maintaining pressure on the
Communist terrorists in their remote jungle hideouts.

22 AUGUST 1941 - FIRST DAP-PRODUCED BEAUFORT FLEW

8SQN Beaufort, Tadji, New Guinea, c Oct 44

On this day, the first Department of Aircraft Production (DAP)-produced Bristol Beaufort
was test flown. In January 1939, a British Air Mission visited Australia to investigate the
possibility of manufacturing aircraft for the rapidly expanding RAF and RAAF. A decision
was quickly reached, and in March, it was announced that the Bristol Beaufort -- the
prototype of which had first flown in October 1938 -- would be built for both Air
Forces. With the outbreak of war in September 1939, a number of delays inevitably arose
but the DAP was established, which, in turn, controlled the Beaufort Division. Prior to the
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inaugural flight, the eighth Bristol-built Beaufort Mk I (L4448, which became A9-1001) was
imported for trials and the original 1,000 hp Taurus engines were replaced by 1,200 hp Pratt
and Whitney Twin Wasps. When Japan entered the war in December 1941, it was agreed
that all Beauforts would be taken over by the RAAF for the defence of Australia. When
production ceased in August 1944, a total of 700 Beauforts had been built. These aircraft
served with numerous units including Nos 1, 2, 6, 7, 8, 13, 14, 15, 32 and 100 Squadrons,
establishing an impressive operational record. They attacked shipping in all areas of the
South-West Pacific and sank cruisers, destroyers and submarines, as well as bombing and
strafing inland supply dumps and troops, flying routine convoy protection and coastal
reconnaissance. According to Australian War Memorial statistics, there were 466 RAAF
Beaufort aircraft fatalities, constituting approximately 21 per cent of trained Beaufort
aircrew. There were a further 39 fatalities among RAAF aircrew flying in Royal Air Force
(RAF) Beaufort squadrons and training units.
More on the DAP Beaufort here: http://www.aarg.com.au/dap-beaufort.html and
here:
https://www.airforce.gov.au/sites/default/files/minisite/static/7522/RAAFmuseum/resea
rch/aircraft/series2/A9.htm

31 AUGUST 2009 – HOME AT LAST
In 2009, after nearly 39 years together as Australia’s last two missing-in-action (MIAs) in
Vietnam, Flying Officer Mike Herbert and Pilot Officer Bob Carver were finally brought home
and laid to rest within the care of their families.
Monday the 31st August 2009 realised a sight that most RAAF Vietnam Veterans, especially
those who had served with No 2 Squadron, never expected to see; the caskets of FLGOFF
Mike Herbert and
PLTOFF Bob Carver
being ceremonially
transferred from the
C130
that
had
brought them from
Hanoi to the tarmac
at
RAAF
Base
Richmond.
Along
with
the
dignitaries, honour
guard and former
squadron members
crowding the tarmac
to witness their
return and resplendent in its operational paint scheme, was the sole surviving flying
Canberra (now operated by the Temora Air Museum).
Thanks to the initial inspiration and dedication of LTCOL Jim Burke and his team at
"Operation Aussies Home" and finally with the assistance of RAAF and other specialists
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using both modern equipment and painstaking hand by hand search, the wreckage of
Magpie 91, lost in flight after completion of a bombing sortie on the night of 3 rd November
1970, was located and the remains of Mike and Bob recovered.
Testament to the reputation of
Australian forces in Vietnam, the search
teams were assisted by local villagers as
well as Vietnam Government agencies.
That Government also expedited the
return of the remains, including a formal
ceremony at Hanoi where the two
caskets, accompanied by an RAAF honour
guard and relatives of Mike and Bob were
reverently placed aboard the RAAF C130.

Following the formal
"Repatriation Ceremony"
at RAAF Base Richmond,
a ceremony which had
previously
been
conducted for each of
the four Army MIAs that
"Operation
Aussies
Home" had located for
return to Australia (an
enormous feat), Mike
and Bob were accorded
funerals with military
honours.

On Thursday 3rd September 2009, a funeral service for Bob was held at St Luke's Anglican
Church in Toowoomba (Queensland) attended by hundreds of relatives, friends, former
colleagues and current members of No 2 Squadron and RSL and Vietnam Veterans
Association members. Flags in Toowoomba were flown at half-mast and the commitment
ceremony was conducted in the Church forecourt as a solitary F111 passed overhead in a
final salute. Bob's remains were privately cremated and placed in the grave of his parents.
Mike was accorded a similar funeral service in Adelaide on 7th September 2009, before a
private internment. The Archbishop of Adelaide conducted a Pontifical Celebrated Mass at
the Cathedral Church of St Francis Xavier, attended by the SA Governor and Premier, the
Minister of Defence and the Chief of Air Force as well as hundreds of relatives, former
squadron colleagues and Vietnam Veterans.
With flags throughout the City of Adelaide at half mast, Mike's cortege left the Cathedral
escorted by an RAAF honour guard and band with veterans and students from his former
school (Sacred Heart College) lining the roadway as a solitary F111 passed over in salute.
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Closure of the last two Australian MIA Bracelets
Vietnam Veterans Museum Australia, Phillip Island

FLGOFF Michael Herbert
1946 - 1970

PLTOFF Robert Carver
1946 - 1970

Closure of Australian MIA Bracelets:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ukP0_f6UC9s

Lest we forget
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IN CASE YOU ARE WONDERING………. BADGE OR CREST?
One of the most common mistakes in the Air Force is referring to the “Air Force or Unit
Crest”; the Air Force only has badges. The term crest refers to a device worn on top of a
helmet and forms part of a coat of arms, while a badge is an emblem or device that was
traditionally worn on clothing. Crest is also often mistakenly used to describe arms but arms
consist of various heraldic parts including supporters to the shield (such as the kangaroo
and emu on the Commonwealth Coat of Arms) on which the heraldic device is displayed.
A 'coat of arms' refers to the custom dating to the 11th century of displaying an emblem on
a tunic or coat worn over the armour of a knight. The crest was originally displayed on the
helmet and the shield he carried provided a good surface for the display of a design. The
emblems and designs were also displayed on banners and flags. Each design was unique so
the armoured wearers could be accurately identified and distinguished from each other.

Badge Crowns Air Force

Tudor Crown

Edward Crown

Up to the early 20th century various crown symbols had been used to represent the
monarchy and “the crown”, meaning the sovereign as source of government authority. The
Tudor Crown design (with its single surmounting arch) was standardised at the request of
King Edward VII in 1902. The Tudor Crown design was never intended to represent any
actual physical crown and continued in use until the death of King George VI in 1952.
Shortly after Queen Elizabeth II acceded to the throne, an Order in Council announced that
the Royal Crown to be used during Her Majesty's reign should be the “Edward Crown” (St
Edward the Confessor), with its surmounting paired half-arches. This meant that badges,
emblems, crests and so forth which previously carried the Tudor Crown would need to be
appropriately altered. However, the Queen's Command does allow for certain exceptions
to this rule, all of which are at the discretion of Garter, Principal King of Arms. Many Royal
Australian Air Force squadrons and units that were active during WW II in the reign of
George VI, but were disbanded before his death, naturally bore the Tudor Crown on their
unit badge.
For historical accuracy it may sometimes be desirable to reproduce badges with the Tudor
Crown surmounting. Publications or memorials to WW2/Korea units may display the badge
with a Tudor crown. However, histories or memorials to units that were or are active post
1952 should use the St Edward crown. For example, a publication about No 460 Squadron
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in RAF Bomber Command (1940-1945) would be correct to use the unit badge with a Tudor
crown. A publication about the history of No 460 Squadron (1940-Present) would display
the unit badge with a St Edward crown.

13 JULY 1948 - RAAF ADOPTED NEW ENSIGN

1948-1981 Ensign

Current Ensign

After discovering that the Royal Canadian and Royal Indian Air Forces had introduced new
Ensigns that replaced the RAF device which most British dominions had been using since
the 1920s, the Chief of the Air Staff (George Jones) decided that the RAAF should adopt a
new design which ‘exemplified the Australian national character’. A flag featuring the
Union Jack in the top left-hand corner, with a seven-pointed Federation Star representing
the Commonwealth in the bottom left-hand corner, the Southern Cross constellation in the
centre and the Air Force roundel in the bottom right-hand corner –– all set against a light
blue background –– was designed by the Chester Herald at the College of Arms in London
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and adopted by the Air Board on this day. It was formally approved by King George VI in
January 1949 and remained in use until a further redesign in 1981.
More here: https://www.airforce.gov.au/about-us/your-air-force/brand/ensign

MEMBERSHIP
Membership of No 2 Squadron Branch (Air Force Association Victoria) is open to all serving
and former members of No 2 Squadron, all serving and former Air Force members, their
dependants and all adults who have an aviation interest and support the aims and objects
of the Air Force Association. Application forms can be downloaded directly from the Air
Force Association Victoria website:
Link: https://afavic.org.au/index.php?action=join

UPDATING OF MEMBERSHIP CONTACT DETAILS
It has been a few years since we last updated our membership contact details and I am
aware that some of our members may have changed their address, phone number and/or
email. To ensure that our records are correct, I would please ask anyone who has changed
their contact details to advise either myself or our Secretary, John Elliott. I know that some
members prefer to receive their newsletter by post, however, to help us save costs if you
do have an email address can you please consider also updating your contact details.
Warm Regards and Stay Safe,

Walter Sherman
Walter Sherman
President
No 2 Squadron Branch (Air Force Association Victoria)
https://afavic.org.au/content/762/branch-2-squadron

26th August 2020
2SQN RAAF Honours
Presidential Citation WW2
Unit Citation, Vietnam
Air Force Outstanding Unit Award, Vietnam

Motto:
Consilio et Manu
(To Advise and to Strike)

