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person should act on the basis of any material contained in the “NEWSLETTER” without considering, and if 
necessary, taking appropriate professional advice upon their circumstances.   The Committee, the authors and 
publisher expressly disclaim all and any liability to any person, in respect of anything done or omitted to be 
done by any such person in reliance, whether whole or partial, upon the whole or part of the contents of the 
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Committee and Publisher reserve the right to veto any such article, letter or advertisement. 
 
EDITOR:  AFA (Vic) VV Branch Committee                                                              PUBLISHER:  Geoff Rose 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

 

Dear Members, 
 
Another most successful Vietnam Veterans Day.  VVAA 

(Vic) was keen this year to specifically commemorate the 

50th anniversary of the RAAF humanitarian deployment to 

Vietnam (HQRIC Det ‘S’ - which included Operation Baby-

lift) in April 1975.  Prior to the service, short, simultaneous 

wreath laying ceremonies were held at the RAAF Vietnam 

Veterans and the Victorian Vietnam Veterans plaques. 

  

An overseas family commitment prevented my attendance 
this year but our Newsletter publisher, Geoff Rose, made 
a point of keeping me informed about the events of the day 
– including the overfly of the Shrine by a C130J.  The group 
photo of those able to attend the lunch was most 
impressive with members obviously enjoying themselves.   
I’m sure Geoff will have more coverage of the 
commemoration service elsewhere in this Newsletter. 
 

 

The Branch is planning to visit the National Vietnam Veterans Museum in the next month or 

so – travelling by bus and enjoying the hospitality of the Phillip Island RSL for a Branch 

sponsored lunch.  I’ll advise more details about this shortly in an email to all members. 

 

And finally, some news about a new plaque for the Branch, recognising our membership of 

the Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia.  The Victorian Branch of VVAA has taken 

the initiative of arranging (and funding) a plaque for each Sub-branch as it closes.  Our 

action in ceasing membership of the VVAA last year has triggered the presentation of such 

a plaque and on behalf of all our members,  I have thanked the VVAA (Vic) for its initiative 

and generosity in arranging for its production.  I will be talking with the AFA Board of 

Management at its next meeting about an appropriate position for the plaque in the 

Hawthorn office and will let everyone know when it is on display.  

Best Wishes 
 

Chris Hudnott                      From Australia to South Vietnam                        
 

                        
 

                                                              1962 to 1975 
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Monthly Luncheon at the Mail Exchange Hotel 
 

 
 

Next monthly luncheon will be on Wednesday, 17th September 2025, at the ‘MEH’, 688 Bourke St 
(entrance, 40m along left side of Bourke St - after crossing Spencer St, from Southern Cross Station).    

 
If you have not yet enjoyed the experience, gathering time is 1200-1230 hrs, with sit-down 
around 1300.   All members, partners and / or friends are welcome - and don’t forget – your 
Association will provide $20 towards members’ meal cost.  
 

 

 
 

NB: President Chris Hudnott, 
requests that you please notify 
him by the Monday prior, of your 
intention to join us. 
 

This will enable a more accurate 
number to be passed to the hotel 
when making the monthly booking. 
 

Chris’s mobile:  0438 331 215  
Email: ruth.chris@bigpond.com 

 

Luncheons are planned for the third Wednesday of each month (except April and August).   However, 
any changes will be posted on AFA Vic’s website (Vietnam Veterans Branch), by email, or individual 
phone call to members unable to access the internet. 
 

 
 

One happy bunch - enjoying lunch (on the third Wednesday) arrive after noon - there’s always room. 
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RAAF Vietnam Veteran, Dan Nebauer, has opened a new travel business and now offers very 
competitive prices to current and ex ADF members.   Dan’s knowledge and experience can cater for 
all your international and / or domestic travel needs. 
 

 

“G’day Folks, 
 

I have been serving discerning travellers since 1997 – now working 
from home under my new trading name and I would be delighted 
to use my experience and industry contacts to assist you with your 
travel needs – whether you just need reliable support for those 
international flights or you are hankering for a long desired 
international holiday – give me a call or send me an email. 
 

Cheers, Dan Nebauer” 
 

Mobile:  0413 611 541 
Email:  danthetravelinman@outlook.com                                          

 

 
Also, Alan White, has published a very informative and educational book. 

 

      
My website is www.theprostatezone.com and people can buy the book via my website or via 
www.amazon.com.   It is also available to download as an e-book.   The price via my website is $25 
plus $5 for postage.   I am happy to answer emails or take calls from anyone with any queries. 
Alan White on, Ph:  (03) 9598 1007, Mobile:  0407 617 800 or email:  alan@theprostatezone.com 

mailto:danthetravelinman@outlook.com
http://www.theprostatezone.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
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OUT AND ABOUT 
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President Chris Hudnott was unavailable to attend this year’s VV Day Service at the Melbourne 
Shrine of Remembrance, as he was to attend a family reunion overseas.   Before leaving Australia, 
Chris notified the members of his absence and included the statement;  “I have arranged for weather 
on the morning of 18 August to be fine/sunny, nil wind and a morning temperature of 18 degrees - 
perfect conditions for the event.” 

Of course, none of us truly believed Chris would have such affiliation with the recipient of his request.   
However, much to our surprise, weather on the day did turn out to be very similar to what ‘had been 
arranged’.  Amazingly, all but a slightly lower temperature (14) was as requested.  Thank you, Chris. 
  
Responsibilities, other than arranging the weather, were transferred to Vice Pres Max McGregor, to 
ensure our traditional ‘Tree Service’ would be conducted at the usual high standard.   Also, to assist 
with other arrangements, Committee Member Geoff Rose, was nominated, to confirm booking and 
necessities for the After-Service Luncheon, at the Mail Exchange Hotel.   Naturally, Chris relaxed, 
knowing he could sleep peacefully, and enjoy the family reunion. 
 
Initially, slow gathering at the Shrine’s Forecourt, prompted organisers to delay commencement of 
the proceedings by some 20-minutes.  Consequently, to return to planned schedule, both Wreath 
Laying Services, at the RAAFVV and VVAA trees, were conducted simultaneously, and separately.   

 

 
 

VVAA (Vic) Vice President, Brendan Kincade OAM, placed the wreath at the Vietnam Plaque 
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Meanwhile, Vice Pres Max McGregor conducted a brief service at RAAF Vietnam Tree. 
 

 
 

 
 

George Skell, VVAA (Vic) Secretary, represented members of the State Branch and Carl Schiller 
OAM CSM, Past Pres of AFA National and Vic Branch, paused for reflection after placing their 
wreaths at the base of our Tree.  
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A representative from both Army and Navy also attended our service 
 

 
 

L-R:  Army Rep, Charlie Downes, Max McGregor, Carl Schiller, Mike Lewino, Geoff and Noela Rose, 
John Vansetten, Ron Douglas, RAN Rep, Reinhard Goschiniak (proudly displaying his 2nd Advanced  
Ordinance Depot Banner) and George Skell, representing VVAA (Vic).  
 

Just for info: Reinhard served in Vietnam with the Army, but has been a member of our Bendigo 
branch, and is currently a Director of AFA-Vic. 
 

 
 

LEST WE FORGET 
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Three years ago, VVAA (Vic Branch) President Bob Elsworthy accepted the ‘reality of time’ and the 
reduction in the number of members attending the Commemoration Service at the Melbourne 
Shrine.   The event was changed by discontinuing the Unit march and banner display and shortening 

the Service at the Forecourt.  
 
Bob also encouraged each Sub Branch to support separate VV Day Commemoration Services in 
their local areas - thus avoiding the often long and tiring journey to the Shrine.  
   
Despite the usual VV Day ‘bad weather forecast’ (although this year was actually better than forecast 
- thanks again, to Chris), around 200 attended this year’s Shrine Service. 

 

 
 

     
 

Naturally, 37 Sqn’s C130 J arrived spot on time, flying directly over the centre flagpole and Cenotaph. 
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VV Day 2025 ADDRESS by R W Elworthy AM 
 

President VVAA Victorian Branch 
 

(Slightly trimmed - solely to reduce to two pages.) 

(On completion of his guest welcome, Bob began his Address by referring to the Air Force Cadets) 
 

 
 

I wish to also acknowledge the attendance today of Air Force Cadets.  I hope you gain inspiration 
from the operational excellence of the RAAF in Vietnam. 

As is our custom, on each Vietnam Veterans Day, we spend time highlighting a key action or 
anniversary from the Vietnam War.  This year the focus turns to the last 50th anniversary of Australia’s 
involvement in the Vietnam War, Operation Babylift, conducted by the RAAF in South Vietnam in 
April 1975, as communist forces closed in on Saigon.  I will return to Operation Babylift shortly.  

Today, as we do on every Vietnam Veterans Day, we honour and commemorate the bravery and 
sacrifice of all who were intimately involved in the Battle of Long Tan. 

On that fateful day in 1966, D Company of 6 RAR and a Kiwi artillery team came in contact with a 
vastly numerically superior VC / NVA force, of at least 25 to one, which was assembling to attack 
the fledgling and poorly defended Australian Task Force Base at Nui Dat, just a few kilometres west.  

What followed was a battle of such significance that the defensive battle fought at Long Tan, has 
entered Australian military history folklore.  

The enemy was defeated by a well-trained Australian infantry company, the unrelenting and accurate 
support from NZ, Australian, and US artillery, critical ammunition resupply by 9 SQN helicopters, 
flying in atrocious weather, and the timely arrival of Australian APCs carrying infantry reinforcements.   
Such was the defeat, that thereafter the enemy seldom confronted the Australians in major battles.  

It was a desperately close-run thing.  Should the defensive battle fought by D Coy failed, the story 
of Australia’s involvement in Vietnam may well have had a different and potentially disastrous ending.  

It took 50 years of lobbying before the Department of Defence and the Australian government finally 
agreed to publicly recognise the Long Tan Heroes.   Even then, in my opinion, the individual bravery 
awards begrudgingly bestowed were less than adequate.  Some senior commanders who had little 
or no direct influence on the battle lined up for their gongs, while at the same time downgrading 
recommendations for battlefield bravery awards for those who fought the battle.  
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The US recognised D Coy 6 RAR in 1968, less than 2 years after Long Tan, with a Presidential Unit 
Citation for Gallantry.   It took until 2009 for our government to confer its own Citation for Gallantry. 
 

Not the largest battle fought by Australians, but Long Tan left an indelible mark on our Vietnam War 
history, and sent an unambiguous message to the enemy about the Australian soldier’s capabilities. 
 

Back to Operation Babylift: despite Governor General Sir Paul Hasluck declaring that Australia’s 
involvement ended on 11 January 1973, the humanitarian efforts of the RAAF in 1975 have been 
rightfully recognised.  A special plaque commemorating Operation Babylift will be placed in the 
Remembrance Garden at the National Vietnam Veterans Museum Phillip Island.  
 

At a recent reunion of the former orphans, RAAF and QANTAS crews in Canberra to mark the 50th 
anniversary,  Air Commodore Ian Scott  (Ret’d), a Navigator during Operation Babylift, said it was 
the most well-known RAAF operation of the Vietnam war. 
  

While the focus was on the evacuation of orphans, the operation also included flying in supplies, and 
evacuating Vietnamese civilians south as the communist forces advanced towards Saigon. The 
situation was chaotic and in one incident, as Vietnamese civilians swarmed an aircraft, shots fired 
by a panicked Vietnamese guard pierced the tail section.  Saigon Embassy staff and Embassy staffs 
from Cambodia and Laos were also evacuated, and a return flight to Saigon picked up four RAAF 
Embassy Security Guards who had accidentally been left behind. 
  

With infants in cardboard boxes on the floor of the aircraft, and other children on litters, the last C130 
taking off from Tan Son Nhut was the last sight of Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam War. 
 

Operation Babylift may well be the best-known RAAF activity, but the RAAF effort in Vietnam was 
critical to Australia’s war effort.  The sight and sound of RAAF aircraft was to become a regular and 
comforting experience for the Australian ground forces in Vietnam.   The scope of operations are not 
necessarily well known to those outside the RAAF.  So, I believe a quick snapshot is warranted. 
 

RAAF 79 SQN Sabre jets provided local air defence at Ubon Airbase, Thailand, from 1962 to 1968. 
  

As early as May 1963, and long before the first Australian combat troops were committed, Dakota 
aircraft from RAAF base Butterworth dropped supplies to displaced Montagnard tribespeople.  
 

RAAF Transport Support Flight Vietnam, renamed 35 SQN and known as Wallaby Airlines, arrived 
in 1964.  They carried troops, supplies, animals, civilians, you name it.  
  

Troops aboard HMAS Sydney enroute to Vietnam in mid-1965 and twice in 1966 would have been 
unaware that 10 and 11 SQN Neptunes flew maritime reconnaissance, ahead of the ship, fully armed 
and authorised to deal with any threats.  When in Thai airspace, the Neptunes also occasionally 
provided early warning of surface to air missile launches to US aircraft operating over North Vietnam. 
  

C130 A and E model Hercules transports of 36 and 37 SQNs flew supply missions to / from Vietnam, 
medevac flights from Vung Tau to Butterworth, and on to Australia, carrying over 300 patients and 
the bodies of servicemen killed in Vietnam.  RAAF Nurses tended to the patients enroute.  
 

RAAF pilots flew Forward Air Control missions in US aircraft from 1966, and RAAF pilots flew US F4 
Phantom reconnaissance and ground attack aircraft. 
  

RAAF 9 SQN Huey helicopters were stationed at Vung Tau Air Base from 1966 and provided close 
support to the Australian task force with slicks, bushranger gunships and dust-off helicopters.  
 

Canberra Bombers of 2 SQN were stationed at Phan Rang US Airbase from 1967, accompanied by 
RAAF Airfield Defence Guards. 
  

So, on this 50th anniversary of Operation Babylift and the 59th anniversary of the battle of Long Tan, 
we remember with gratitude all those who served and suffered and who made the supreme sacrifice.  
 

LEST WE FORGET 
 

(Bob’s ‘snapshot’ of RAAF Ops was outstanding and informative – deserving of a ‘BIG Thank You’) 
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At 11:12 am, the Shrine Guard and RAAF Guard were then called to take their posts, in preparation 
for the Wreath Laying Ceremony.  

 
 

Maurice Benson, VVAA (Vic) Treasurer, passed the AFA (Vic) Wreath to Max McGregor  
 

 
 

 

Somehow, VVAA Vic hierarchy become aware that ‘Yours Truly’ 
was one of the 200 RAAF personnel deployed to Vietnam during 
final month of the war and had participated in Operation Babylift. 
 
I was most surprised but extremely honoured, when offered the 
opportunity to recite The Ode, on VV Day. 
 

On completion of the wreath laying ceremony, I received the call 
from MC Peter Meehan.   While walking out, I was thinking of 
the The Ode, but was still fascinated and most appreciative of 
Bob Elworthy’s informative ‘snapshot’ of the RAAF Units and 
their operations.   Despite the protocol, I just could not resist the 
urge to acknowledge Bob and thank him for his very enlightening 
words - which I am sure educated many people.  Then I recited 
The Ode. 
 
Thankfully, at completion of the day’s service, a  number of 
people, some of high status, approached and thanked me - for 
thanking Bob. 
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Following the Ode, Last Post, one minute silence and Reveille, the Catafalque Party was called to 
‘Stand Down’.   Chaplain Sion Hughes delivered the closing prayer and blessing before the National 
Anthem brought an end to the 2025 Vietnam Veterans Day Commemoration Service. 

 

 
 

Unlike on ANZAC Day, the City Tram system has no restrictions on VV Day, so it is much easier for 
those who attend the Shrine Service to reposition to the Mail Exchange Hotel for our traditional VV 
Day luncheon.   Certainly, as each of us reluctantly begin to realise we are ‘gradually’ getting older, 
the convenience of public transport is becoming more important.  I am sure all will be looking forward 
to the new underground train system operating by ANZAC Day - next year. 
 

The friendly MEH staff member not only took our orders for lunch, but also took our photo at the 
table in our own private room.  All were satisfied with their meal, especially knowing that the Branch 
was covering the cost of the food and tea or coffee.     
 

 

L-R:  Noela Rose, Gill Coughlan, Allison Connellan, Stephen Young, Peter Raymant, Pieter Jongkryg 
Charlie Downes, Geoff Rose, Rick Holmes, Ron Douglas, Leon Douglas (Ron’s son), John 
Vansetten, Terry Ferrell, Mike Lewino, Dave Gierson, Max McGregor, Carl Schiller, and Reinhard 
Goschiniak.  
 

Apologies:  Graeme and Telmay Dodd, Neil and Faye Boulton, Maree Jongkryg, Bob Brackin, Peter 
Clemmens, Russ Hately, and Alan White. 
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DID YOU KNOW? 
 

A Surge in Tax Scams 
 

The ATO has reported a 300% increase in email scams compared to 2024.  They often involve fake 
messages to trick recipients into releasing personal information, leading to identity theft and finacial fraud. 
 

Types of Scams 
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One Day a fiery ‘Pig’, the next – Land Fill. 
 

 
 

Australia buried 23 F-111 aircraft due to the presence of asbestos in their fuselages, which 
posed health risks during dismantling.  The remaining 13 aircraft were preserved in aviation 
museums and RAAF air bases.  
  

Background on the F-111 

The F-111 Aardvark was a supersonic, all-weather medium-range strike aircraft that served in the 
Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) from 1973 until its retirement in December 2010. After its 
operational career, the decision was made regarding the fate of the remaining aircraft  
 

Reasons for Burial 

Asbestos Hazard: The fuselages of the F-111s were constructed using bonded panels that 

contained asbestos, a hazardous material known to cause serious health issues, including cancer. 

The Australian government determined that attempting to remove the asbestos would be too 

dangerous and costly.   

Secure Disposal Requirement: The burial of the aircraft was part of an agreement with the United 

States, which required the secure disposal of the retired planes. This decision was met with 

disappointment from aviation enthusiasts and the public, who preferred to see the aircraft preserved.  

Burial Process: Between November 21 and 23, 2011, the 23 F-111 aircraft were buried at the 

Swanbank landfill site near Ipswich, Queensland.  The wings, stabilizers, and tails were removed 

and sent for scrap, while only the fuselages were buried.  
 

 
Not the most elegant way to be transported to your ‘final resting place’. 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c05a744ecf4daf11c8ef23e80b1dffbac7dad7d57a64f2ebe046ad1763b46e6aJmltdHM9MTc1NjU5ODQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=34c5b718-bfc5-63dc-3dea-a581be106299&psq=f+111+buried+in+australia&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly90aGVhdmlhdGlvbmdlZWtjbHViLmNvbS9oZXJlcy13aHktYXVzdHJhbGlhLWJ1cmllZC0yMy1mLTExMXMtYWZ0ZXItdGhlLWFpcmNyYWZ0cy1yZXRpcmVtZW50Lw
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c05a744ecf4daf11c8ef23e80b1dffbac7dad7d57a64f2ebe046ad1763b46e6aJmltdHM9MTc1NjU5ODQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=34c5b718-bfc5-63dc-3dea-a581be106299&psq=f+111+buried+in+australia&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly90aGVhdmlhdGlvbmdlZWtjbHViLmNvbS9oZXJlcy13aHktYXVzdHJhbGlhLWJ1cmllZC0yMy1mLTExMXMtYWZ0ZXItdGhlLWFpcmNyYWZ0cy1yZXRpcmVtZW50Lw
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c05a744ecf4daf11c8ef23e80b1dffbac7dad7d57a64f2ebe046ad1763b46e6aJmltdHM9MTc1NjU5ODQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=34c5b718-bfc5-63dc-3dea-a581be106299&psq=f+111+buried+in+australia&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly90aGVhdmlhdGlvbmdlZWtjbHViLmNvbS9oZXJlcy13aHktYXVzdHJhbGlhLWJ1cmllZC0yMy1mLTExMXMtYWZ0ZXItdGhlLWFpcmNyYWZ0cy1yZXRpcmVtZW50Lw
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c05a744ecf4daf11c8ef23e80b1dffbac7dad7d57a64f2ebe046ad1763b46e6aJmltdHM9MTc1NjU5ODQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=34c5b718-bfc5-63dc-3dea-a581be106299&psq=f+111+buried+in+australia&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly90aGVhdmlhdGlvbmdlZWtjbHViLmNvbS9oZXJlcy13aHktYXVzdHJhbGlhLWJ1cmllZC0yMy1mLTExMXMtYWZ0ZXItdGhlLWFpcmNyYWZ0cy1yZXRpcmVtZW50Lw
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c05a744ecf4daf11c8ef23e80b1dffbac7dad7d57a64f2ebe046ad1763b46e6aJmltdHM9MTc1NjU5ODQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=34c5b718-bfc5-63dc-3dea-a581be106299&psq=f+111+buried+in+australia&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly90aGVhdmlhdGlvbmdlZWtjbHViLmNvbS9oZXJlcy13aHktYXVzdHJhbGlhLWJ1cmllZC0yMy1mLTExMXMtYWZ0ZXItdGhlLWFpcmNyYWZ0cy1yZXRpcmVtZW50Lw&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c05a744ecf4daf11c8ef23e80b1dffbac7dad7d57a64f2ebe046ad1763b46e6aJmltdHM9MTc1NjU5ODQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=34c5b718-bfc5-63dc-3dea-a581be106299&psq=f+111+buried+in+australia&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly90aGVhdmlhdGlvbmdlZWtjbHViLmNvbS9oZXJlcy13aHktYXVzdHJhbGlhLWJ1cmllZC0yMy1mLTExMXMtYWZ0ZXItdGhlLWFpcmNyYWZ0cy1yZXRpcmVtZW50Lw&ntb=1
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https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c05a744ecf4daf11c8ef23e80b1dffbac7dad7d57a64f2ebe046ad1763b46e6aJmltdHM9MTc1NjU5ODQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=34c5b718-bfc5-63dc-3dea-a581be106299&psq=f+111+buried+in+australia&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly90aGVhdmlhdGlvbmdlZWtjbHViLmNvbS9oZXJlcy13aHktYXVzdHJhbGlhLWJ1cmllZC0yMy1mLTExMXMtYWZ0ZXItdGhlLWFpcmNyYWZ0cy1yZXRpcmVtZW50Lw&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c05a744ecf4daf11c8ef23e80b1dffbac7dad7d57a64f2ebe046ad1763b46e6aJmltdHM9MTc1NjU5ODQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=34c5b718-bfc5-63dc-3dea-a581be106299&psq=f+111+buried+in+australia&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly90aGVhdmlhdGlvbmdlZWtjbHViLmNvbS9oZXJlcy13aHktYXVzdHJhbGlhLWJ1cmllZC0yMy1mLTExMXMtYWZ0ZXItdGhlLWFpcmNyYWZ0cy1yZXRpcmVtZW50Lw&ntb=1
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The precise GPS coordinates of each aircraft have been recorded to ensure the site is marked as 

off-limits for future excavation. 
 

 
 

Conclusion:  burial of the aircraft in Australia was primarily driven by safety concerns related to 

asbestos exposure and the need for secure disposal as per military agreements with the USA.  While 

the decision was controversial, it reflected the government's commitment to protecting public health 

and adhering to international obligations. 



18 
 

HEALTH and WELFARE 
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On the Lighter Side 
 

Observing the Viet Vets on VV Day, I thought to myself, geez, those blokes 

were so young and so fit, when they headed off - so many years ago.  Time 

has passed so quickly!  So, how about some laughs, that could be relevant 

to their (our) current experiences?  (BTW: these are only jokes, I don’t 

expect you to identify with all of them.) 
 

 
 

             Bad News                              Good News 
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My, how the times have changed ! 
 

   
 
 

  
              Big plans                                    Bugger! 
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Wow!  A wife with a sense of humour 

 
 

 
 

                       At least she mentioned ‘the’ word 



22 
 

         Ah, the good old days                 They’re not over – yet! 
 

  
        

Have I already put in one about memory?   Who would have thought? 
 

  
 

As they say in the movies, “You’re only as old as you feel”.           
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                                        TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS TO 

AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION VICTORIA 

WELFARE PATRIOTIC FUND 

DONATIONS 

Donations made by members of the Vietnam Veterans Branch of the Air Force Association 

Victoria are tax deductible.   Donations must indicate the gift is specifically for welfare.   

(Renewal membership forms allow members to note their donation for this purpose).  

Donations received on this basis must be used for the welfare and support of veterans, and 

receipts will be issued for all donations over $2.00 received.   All money gifted for welfare 

purposes is welfare / veteran support directed, with your Association’s and State Government 

accounting requirements strictly adhered to, and subject to annual audit. 

If you wish to adopt the Air Force Association (Vic) Branch as your family charity, please 

make your cheque donation payable to the Welfare Patriotic Fund.   For the AFA Vietnam 

Veterans Branch, forward the cheque direct to the Association Office Manager, PO Box 1038, 

Hawthorn BC, Vic 3122.   Your tax-deductible receipt will then be promptly returned.   

Remember, even the smallest donation is appreciated. 

BEQUESTS AND LEGACIES 

Making a Will is recommended and is good asset planning.   It provides you and those for 

whom you care with financial peace of mind, ensuring security for your family, and enables 

bequests to be made to Charities / Associations representing your on-going interests. 

Bequests and Legacies are gifts of specified identified possessions or specified amounts of 

money gifted to an individual, group of people, or a charitable Organization or Association.   

Please consider the Air Force Association (Vic) Branch as a preferred charity.   Remember, 

it is possible that at some future time assistance sought from your Association will be for the 

benefit of yourself or your family. 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

OPEN ARMS - VETERANS and FAMILIES COUNSELLING  

(A Service Founded by Vietnam Veterans, now for all veterans) 

Normal Hours:                 8640 8700 

Crisis Line (after hours)                1800 011 046 
DVA VICTORIA  

                Normal Hours:                  133 254 

 Country/Regional:                 1800 838 372 or 1800 555 254 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

In Hospital or Convalescing at Home?  

Like us to know about it and / or have someone to visit to assist or just chat? 
 

Name:…………………………………………………………………………………..….................. 
Address:……………………………………………………………………………………................ 
Preferred Contact details:……..…………………………………………………………................. 
 

Post or email your request to the Temp Secretary or give him a call on 0438 331 215 and 

we will try and arrange a visit on your behalf. 


