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WINTER 2022

Sunderlanders and friends.

| apologise for the late production of this Winter 2022 Newsletter. It has been a long time since
we commemorated Anzac Day but the pressures of work and Covid have delayed my best efforts
to produce the Newsletter.

Just before Anzac Day and after my previous Newsletter we lost 411160 Flt Lt Ron MacKellar of
461 Sqgn. one of the stalwarts and long-time Treasurer of the NSW Branch. Ron and my father
shared a room in the Mess at Pembroke Dock, a fact | was only made aware of long after my
father’s passing. Ron and Peter Jensen were part of the driving force to have the Memorial Walls
installed at Rathmines. Thank you Ron for your dedicated service to the Sunderlanders cause
and in particular the NSW Branch.

This year we were back to some degree of normality when commemorating Anzac Day. More
details are provided in the Past Events below.

" RRYAYASESSUNDERTA RO QURDRONSY Our new Sunderland Banner depicting both 10 and 461

3 A i - Squadrons on the same banner were paraded at a
number of far spread locations. The Victorian members
took part in the March in Melbourne, the NSW members
paraded the banners in the Sydney march as well as at a
service at Rathmines. Marilyn Marrows-Voullaire was
able to have the banner incorporated into the march in
Mildura. The new light weight construction made the
logistics of arranging numerous Cadets to carry the
banner somewhat easier.

¢

The Air Force Association in Victoria has advised that the Return to Point Cook Pilgrimage will be
held on Sunday 6 November 2022. A letter form AFA Victoria President Max McGregor can be
found in Coming Events.

The Annual Dudley Marrows Memorial Trophy Dinner is planned for December and details are
listed in the coming events.

The Poole Flying Boats Celebration PFBC has recently produced two Newsletters as part of the
Commemoration of the 80" Anniversary of RAF Coastal Command at Poole. Part One of a series
of PFBC’s new articles titled RAAF 461 was published in August with Part 2 following in
September. | found the article of great interest as my father featured in the article albeit with a
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minor error for his rank and service number. Bruce Buls was Captain on my father’s first
operation in Sunderland T9109 on 31 October 1942. My father was moved to Col Walker’s crew
in the famous Sunderland N for Nuts EJ134, in January just before Bruce Buls and his crew were
lost in Sunderland T9085 UT-A over the Bay of Biscay on 21 January 1943. | have included a
photo of Sunderland T9085 on the slipway at Hamworthy (Poole) with the caption — “UT-A” The
Hell Ship. See last page of this Newsletter.

I have reproduced the article at the end of this Newsletter.

This very interesting article is of considerable interest to 461 Sgn Sunderlanders.

PAST EVENTS
ANZAC DAY 2022 — 25 April 2022
Anzac March - Melbourne

This year we had a different form up place FUP in Collins Street. Being the first full march post
covid, the organisation left a bit to be desired. Luckily | had the banner in place early as we
initially stepped off 45 minutes ahead of the assigned time only to halt around the corner in
Swanston Street for nearly an hour. The remaining Sunderlanders who marched found us lined
up in Swanston Street and joined the banner. Having the new banner requiring only two banner
bearers was fortuitous as we would not have been able to obtain the twelve Cadets required for
the two individual Squadron Banners.

There was a good turnout of Sunderlanders to accompany our new banner on its inaugural
march. 10 Squadron Sunderlanders were David White, Angus Scott (David White’s grandson),
Pam Longe Elaine Craig, Allan Stark all the way from Queensland and 461 Squadron
Sunderlanders were Pam Gibson and Rick Hattam. We even had a RAAF Korea Conflict
supporter accompany us as in the FUP confusion he had missed his group.

There was a good turnout of
Sunderlanders to accompany our
new banner on its inaugural
march. !0 Squadron
Sunderlanders were David White,
Angus Scott (David White’s
grandson), Pam Longe Elaine
Craig, Allan Stark all the way
from Queensland and 461
Squadron Sunderlanders were
Pam Gibson and Rick Hattam.
We even had a RAAF Korea
Conflict supporter accompany us
as in the FUP confusion he had
missed his group.

Waiting to Sep Off
L to R: Allan Stark, Elaine Craig, Angus Scott, David
White, Rick Hattam, Pam Longe
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o agals Fy % p B LW . Following the march,

' . ! ' Sunderlanders moved on to
the 10 and 461 Squadron
Memorial trees in the
Shrine Gardens. The photo
features the 10 Squadron
Sunderlanders contingent
at the 10 Squadron Tree.

As usual, Pam Gibson had
previously laid a wreath at
the 461 Squadron Memorial
tree.

10 Squadron Group at the 10 Squadron Memorial Tree,
Shrine Gardens
L to R Alan Stark, David White, Angus Scott, Elaine Craig,
Pam Longe

Anzac Day Commemoration — New South Wales Branch.

The NSW Branch had Sunderlanders commemorate Anzac Day in both Sydney as part of that
service and also at the Sunderlanders Memorial at Rathmines.

Sydney Sunderlanders Contingent
L to R: Elizabeth Hampshire Burnett, Annique Burnett, Matt Prowse, Samantha Flaherty,
Charlie Burnett. On the other side of the banner from left to right, Beau Flaherty, Anne Pike-
Flaherty, Greg Head, Denis Smith.
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Anzac Day Commemoration — Mildura.

Despite considerable effort by Marilyn Marrows Voullaire was not able to march with the
Sunderlands banner due to the policy of the Mildura RSL to only allow veterans to march with
their respective banners. The banner was however paraded with other banners.

COMING EVENTS

RETURN TO POINT COOK CEREMONY — SUNDAY 6 November 2022

Letter form AFA VIC President.

Dear Colleagues,

Just a quick reminder about our Return to Pt Cook Ceremony this year.

After the past few years of COVID restrictions and thus not being able to conduct our Pilgrimage,
we are back and planning the Annual Service for Sunday 6" November 2022.

The Ceremony will be conducted in the morning at Pt Cook, followed by a luncheon at the
combined Officers/Sergeants Mess, Laverton Base, then Guest Speaker, Hugh Dolan, will give a
presentation, completing the eventful day.

All members and partners welcome.
If you wish to attend, and haven't already advised the office, please contact Barb in the office, by

email, office@afavic.org.au or phone, 9813 4600, as soon as possible.
Look forward to seeing you all there.

Regards,

Max McGregor
AFA-Vic President

2022 DUDLEY MARROWS MEMORIAL TROPHY DINNER, THURSDAY 1 December 2022

We have just been advised that the 2022 Dinner will be held on Thursday 1 December 2022. The
format is expected to be similar to previous dinners, three course dinner with drinks at bar prices.
Details of timings will be available closer to the event. The venue is the Air Force Room at the
Naval and Military Club, 111 Hutt Street, Adelaide SA 5000.

Hopefully the relaxation of Covid travel and assembly restrictions will permit interstate travellers
to attend.

SHOPPING SECTION

“ANZAC SQUADRON”
Al\?ZEAC This book which contains a wealth of information about Squadron

'SQUADRON | members relates the story of 461 Squadron the “ANZAC SQUADRON”
: by Norman Ashworth. Copies are available from the Secretary at a cost
of $55.00 per copy, postage and handling.

NORMAN ASHWORTH

©
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“MARITIME is NUMBER 10” Book — Currently out of stock

Sunderland Lapel Badges — “Sunderland” lapel badges are available from the Secretary at
$8.00 ea. packaging and postage paid.

10 and 461 Squadron Plaques
We now have both 10 and 461 Squadron Plaques in stock. The cost is $70.00 including GST,
postage and packaging.

ELECTRONIC REFERENCES AND CONTACTS
Short Sunderland/Hythe, Sandringham & Seaforth/Solent. Face Book Group

Facebook group that might be of interest to some Sunderlanders — Short Sunderland/Hythe,
Sandringham & Seaforth/Solent. It's a Private Group, but often has Sunderland, RAAF 10 and
461 Sgn content. Worth following.

Websites —
www.pooleflyingboats.com
www.ayemaam.com

VALE

Ron MacKellar, 461 Sqgn.

LEST WE FORGET
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Rick Hattam,

rickyh461@gmail.com

k Hattam. Please address all, correspondence to Secretary:
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Secretary/Treasurer

5 Waurn Park Court, BELMONT VIC 3216, Phone 0418 994 759
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Rick Hattam,

rickyh461@gmail.com

k Hattam. Please address all, correspondence to Secretary:

IC

Ri

Secretary/Treasurer

5 Waurn Park Court, BELMONT VIC 3216, Phone 0418 994 759



The Hell Ship “UT - A” T9085 (Acft lost 21 Jan 1943, Flt. B. Buls)
Taken on the slip way at Hamworthy.
The houses behind were Radio Section and Electrical.
Nissen huts were Airmen’s Mess and Cook House.

Photo from 401562 Flt Lt Ricky Hattam’s Album



