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NEWSLETTER of the Air Force Association (Vic) VV Branch  
 
      

An official journal of the RAAF Association (Vic Div) Vietnam Veterans Branch  
(ABN 96 091 342 304) 

   
                                 

Patron:  Air Vice Marshal E. M. Weller AM  

 
PRESIDENT (and Temp Sec) Chris Hudnott                                    Phone  0438 331 215

                    ruth.chris@bigpond.com                                                
 
VICE PRESIDENT  Max McGregor                                      Phone (03) 9803-1156 
 
 
SECRETARY   Vacant   
 
   
TREASURER   John Vansetten                               Phone  0455 121 997  
 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBER  Graeme Dodd OAM                 Phone (03) 9852-1653  

COMMITTEE MEMBER  Peter Raymant                                  Phone (03) 9583-1053 
COMMITTEE MEMBER  Neil Morgan                                        Phone  0417 366 026 
COMMITTEE MEMBER  Neil Boulton                  Phone  0419 009 287 
COMMITTEE MEMBER  Geoff Rose                  Phone  0427 392 924 

 
 
 

                    RAAF WELLBEING AND COMPENSATION ADVOCATES  
 

Bill Wiltshire (Compensation Advocate Level 2)           Melton                    Phone (03) 9746-9582 
 
 

                      ACCREDITED ADVOCATE REGISTER (AAR) - www.advocateregister.org.au  
 

Advocates, linked to ESOs, are trained to assist in accessing services relating to wellbeing, rehabilitation, 
compensation and appeals.   Simply type your postcode or location into the AAR website to find your nearest 
Advocate.  

 
 

VETERANSô CENTRES SUPPORTED BY Air Force Association (Vic) 
 

Western Suburbs Veterans and Services Centre   Phone (03) 9746-9582    Email wsvsc@westnet.com.au   

Melbourne Veterans and Services Centre           Phone (03) 9282-4957    Email metvets@metvets.org            
 
 

DISCLAIMER 
 

The material, comments and/or extracts of articles appearing in the ñAFA VV Branch NEWSLETTERò are of a 
general nature only and neither purport to be, nor are intended to be, advice on any particular matter.   No 
person should act on the basis of any material contained in the ñNEWSLETTERò without considering, and if 
necessary, taking appropriate professional advice upon their circumstances.   The Committee, the authors and 
publisher expressly disclaim all and any liability to any person, in respect of anything done or omitted to be 
done by any such person in reliance, whether whole or partial, upon the whole or part of the contents of the 
ñAFA VV Branch NEWSLETTERò.   Any member of the AFA VV Branch, or other veteran organisation or any 
interested party may submit articles, letters, and advertisements for publication in the NEWSLETTER.   The 
Committee and Publisher reserve the right to veto any such article, letter or advertisement. 
 
EDITOR:  AFA (Vic) VV Branch Committee                                                              PUBLISHER:   Geoff Rose 
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PRESIDENTôS REPORT 
 

 

Dear Members, 
 
What a memorable Anzac Day 2026 turned out to be for 

our Branch.  Weather was almost picture perfect and our 

Newsletter Publisher and roving cameraman, Geoff Rose, 

will no doubt be including some evidence of our 

participation in the March to the Shrine of Remembrance 

(just as well - as I understand that the ABC TV live 

broadcast of the event had technical problems). 

Our gathering in Flinders Street began at 0830 and after a 

little shuffling with other units, we eventually made our way 

to the step-off point in Swanston Street where the March 

Marshallers did some clever marshalling and were able to 

insert an RACV vehicle immediately after our banner.  

Another feature of our line-up was that the less mobile 

members of our Branch (Dave Grierson and former Branch 

President, Chick Mercieca) were strategically positioned in  

front of the banner - which was well received by the spectators along the route.   
 

With the March complete, we gathered at our tree and plaque at the Garden of 

Remembrance for a photo opportunity (Geoff has included a record of the event ï see if you 

can identify Chris and fellow former 79 SQN pilot, Trevor Thomas, displaying their ability to 

kneel for the photo opportunity !) and after a short service around our plaque we made our 

way to the newly opened (and very convenient) Anzac Station to travel to our lunch at the 

Mail Exchange Hotel.   

Our well-attended Branch lunch in one of the function rooms in the hotel ensured that we 

were somewhat isolated from the enthusiastic 2-up competitors, but we were able to enjoy 

the music provided by the City of Melbourne Highland Pipe Band who made their annual 

pilgrimage to the MEH to entertain the customers.   

All in all, a very successful day.  We now look forward to Vietnam Veterans Day in August. 
 

Stay Well,  

Chris Hudnott 

President 

 

  

 
TOGETHER 
  

     THEN 

 

 

                               

 

 

 
 

 

TOGETHER 

 

NOW 
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Monthly Luncheon at the Mail Exchange Hotel  
 

Next monthly luncheon will be on Wednesday, 1 7th June 202 6, at the óMEHô, 688 Bourke St 
(entrance, 50m along left side of Bourke St ï as you cross Spencer St, from Southern Cross Station).    
 
If you have not yet enjoyed the experience, gathering time is 1200 -1230 hrs , with  sit -down 
around 1300.   All members, partners and / or friends are welcome - and donôt forget the new 
policy ï our Association will provide $20 towards membersô meal cost.  
 

 

 
 

NB:  President Chris Hudnott, 
requests that you please  notify 
him by the Monday prior , of your 
intention to join us. 
 

This will enable a more accurate 
number to be passed to the hotel 
when making the monthly booking. 
 

Chrisôs mobile:  0438 331 215  
Email:  ruth.chris@bigpond.com  

 

Luncheons are planned for the third Wednesday of each month (except April and August).   However, 
any changes will be posted on AFA Vicôs website (Vietnam Veterans Branch), by email, or individual 
phone call to members unable to access the internet. 

 

 
 

L-R:  Pieter Jongkryg, Chris Hudnott, Stephen Young, Max McGreggor Noela Rose, Neil Boulton, 
Geoff Rose, John Vansetten, Charlie Downes and Mike Lewino 
 

Again, no complaints as all were satisfied with the MEHôs welcoming atmosphere, their tasty meals 
and our never-ending camaraderie.  
 

We are always looking for more company (with or without your partner) to join-in and enjoy a few 
relaxing hours, with a few like-minded people, and donôt forget the Associationôs $20 donation.   
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RAAF Vietnam Veteran, Dan Nebauer, is back!    After struggling through Covid, Dan opened a 
new travel business and now offers very competitive prices to current and ex ADF members.   Danôs 
knowledge and experience can cater for all your international and / or domestic travel needs. 
 

 

Gôday Folks, 
 

I have been serving discerning travellers since 1997 ï now working 
from home under my new trading name and I would be delighted 
to use my experience and industry contacts to assist you with your 
travel needs ï whether you just need reliable support for those 
international flights or you are hankering for a long desired 
international holiday ï give me a call or send me an email. 
 

Cheers, Dan Nebauer 
 

Mobile:  0413 611 541 
Email:  danthetravelinman@outlook.com                                          

 

 
Also , Alan White, has published a very informative and educational book . 

 

      
My website is www.theprostatezone.com and people can buy the book via my website or via 
www.amazon.com.   It is also available to download as an e-book.   The price via my website is $25 
plus $5 for postage.   I am happy to answer emails or take calls from anyone with any queries. 
Alan White on, Ph:  (03) 9598 1007, Mobile:  0407 617 800 or email:  alan@theprostatezone.com 

mailto:danthetravelinman@outlook.com
http://www.theprostatezone.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
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OUT AND ABOUT  
 

 

 

2026 
 

 
 

 

 

 

RSL estimated more than 50,000 attendees at this yearôs Dawn Service at the Melbourne Shrine of 
Remembrance, slightly more than last year ï and this time, no excuses about the weather.  
 

Unfortunately, again an incident at the beginning of the Dawn Service became óNational Newsô.  
During the óFirst Nations Welcome to Countryô, there was some booing from a small number who felt 
it inappropriate and unnecessary to be welcomed to such a historic and solemn occasion.   They 
believed that all those who served, fought, died, or returned from defending this country, and their 
descendants and relatives who live here, did not need to be welcomed ï to their country.  
 

Following last year, the uncomfortable disturbance initiated a nationwide discussion.  Again, the 
consensus was that there are some occasions when a óWelcome to Countryô would be appropriate, 
but an ANZAC Day Dawn Service, may not be one.  
 

 

Something unusual this year ï Air Force Association was not listed on the Order of March.  Naturally, 
RAAF Vietnam Veterans Branch of AFA (Vic) invited AFA members to join us.   We were positioned 
on the west side of Swanston St, beside Flinders St Station, with a gathering time of 0830 hrs, for a 
step-off at 0920.   Naturally, our numbers grew as the time passed.  However, there was slight 
frustration as we could not locate any of the assigned units, in the line which we were to join .    
 

Blue sky and warm temperature enhanced morale and cleared the mind.   Consequently, we were 
soon happily satisfied that RAAF Vietnam was the only unit ï assembled in their designated position. 
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Such a pleasant surprise to see Joe óChickô Mercieca, although in a wheelchair heôs still looking well 
and able, along with son, Aaron.  Chick is one of the four Foundation Members of the RAAF Vietnam 
Veterans Association, established in 1984, which later became a sub-branch of VVAA Vic.  
Disbanded in 2025, with members transferring to the newly formed RAAF V V Branch of AFA-Vic.  

 

 
 

Chick, proudly settled in his motorised wheelchair, with son Aaron standing beside and protected by 
our two banner holders, from the highly regarded Melbourne High School Army Cadets Corps.  Must 
say they both did a great job during the March and like us, kept in step all the way ï thank you fellas. 
 

 
 

Just couldnôt resist 
these two pics. 

 

Dave Grierson 

 
 
  

 
Taken by Peter 

Raymant. 
 

Peter Clemmens 

 

Dave Grierson and son Andrew joined Chick and Aaron in front of the Banner ï the position from 
which they would  lead our march.  (Peter Clemmens just wanted to be in the photo) 
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Our group was moved up to Swanston St intersection and paused while the Box Hill City Band 
marched into position in front of us.  Great to have a band so close.    
 

 
 

Frustrating, waiting outside Young & Jackson Hotel, but I bet it wasnôt the first time - for most of us. 
 

 
 

Exactly on the published step-off time, our wheeled vanguard and banner carriers were called to 
move forward and position behind the band.  Unexpectedly, the remainder were directed to stay in 
position, as we watched a bright-shiny, Air Force Blue, Ford Everest V6 Sport, SUV.  Looked like it 
was going to cross in front of us (the vehicle can be seen in between the banner and our leaders). 
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Surprisingly the blue SUV steered directly in behind our banner and finally we were given the óorder 
to marchô.  We numbered 33 this year (almost back to the ógood old daysô), but not forgetting the 
extra attendees, ranging from the AFA - Vic President and members, to a cute little baby in a pram. 
 

 
 

Marching along St Kilda Rd, many were still wondering who, on this lovely Melbourne autumn 
morning, would be sitting in that vehicle. 

 
 

 
 

Well blow me down !   The passenger was none other than Charlie Downes, one of our members ! 
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Charlie was recovering from a recent hip operation, but he had the initiative and will to request RACV 
support.  The RACV, for over a century, has been helping transport veterans with mobility issues to 
participate in the Melbourne ANZAC Day March.  Good on you Charlie ï and good on the RACV. 

 

 
 

A óLeft Wheelô to leave St Kilda Rd and shortly a óRight Wheelô to enter the final path to the Shrine.  
 

 
 

L-R:  AFA - Vic Pres John Clarkson, Alan White, Stephen Young, (Chris Hudnott and Trevor Thomas 
did a great job kneeling), Peter Raymant, Max McGregor, Russ Hately, Ian Bailey and Dan Nebauer.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              


