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PRESI DENT6S REPORT

Dear Members,

Since our last Branch Newsletter, a major event involving
our members was the visit to the National Vietnam
Veterans Museum and the presentation of the plague
kindly arranged by the 37 Squadron Association
commemorating the humanitarian operation by RAAF
Detachment 6S6 in 1975.

President of the 37 Squadron Association Col Coyne,
travelled from Brisbane plus one other Association
member from QLD and two from SYD also travelled to
Phillip Island for the occasion and were joined by 13
members from our Branch, other members of the 37
Squadron Association and several Viethamese ladies
who had either been rescued during Operation Babylift
or who were welcomed as refugees to Australia after the
conflict ended.

The plaque had arrived a little too late for it to be properly installed in the Garden of
Reflection before our visit, but a site was selected, and the plague will soon be placed close
to the existing Air Force plague in the garden. A short ceremony was held in the rear hangar,
under the wing of the Canberra and President of the Victorian Branch of VVAA (and NVVM
Board Secretary), Bob Elworthy, gave a short address. He was joined by Col Coyne in the
unveiling ceremony. Our Newsletter publisher, Geoff Rose, will have further coverage of
this important event in later pages. Needless to say, after the ceremony, we were made
more than welcome at the Phillip Island RSL for lunch before making the trip back to
Melbourne.

As we draw to the close of 2025, | should highlight that our Branch continues to administer
the awarding of educational bursaries and encouragement awards to the children and
grandchildren of Air Force personnel. There is coverage of this initiative in later pages and
it will also be advertised in the AFA Contact Newsletter. We are pleased that the program
continues to be financially supported by the Air Force Association (Vic).

As 2025 draws to an end, m ay | take this
opportunity to wish you and your families all
the very best for Christmas and the New
Year.

Kind Regards

Chris Hudnott

President
AFA (Vic) VV Branch



NOTICE BOARD

NOTICE OF THE AFA (Vic) VIETNAM BRANCH
2026 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
TO BE HELD ON SUNDAY

15" FEBRUARY 2026

The Annual General Meeting of the Air Force Association (Vic) Vietnam Branch will be held on
Sunday the 15th of February 20 26, commencing at 1400 hours . The venue for our meeting is
the Air Force Association (Vic) Headquarters, 24  -36 Camberwell Road, East Hawthorn, Vic .

Any financial member who wishes to raise an item of general business is requested to notify the
President no later than the 30™ January 2026.

All committee positions are open for nomination from any financial member of the Branch, prior to
31% January 2026. Nominations for other than Executive Committee positions will be accepted up
to the election of office bearers at the AGM. Members may nominate themselves without having to
have another member second the nomination. Nomination Forms are available from the President.

AFA (Vic) Bursaries and VV Branch Encouragement Awards will be presented prior to
commencement of the AGM . There will be a short interval between the presentations and
AGM, during which afternoon tea will be provided. On completion of the AGM free liquid
refreshments will be available - a good opportunity to have a mini reunion.

AGENDA

1. Opening i ODE
2. President®& welcome and general announcements
3. Presentation of AFA (Vic) Bursary Certificates and VV Branch Encouragement Awards
4. Interval for attendees to partake in afternoon refreshments before commencement of AGM
5. Attendance Register
6. Apologies
7. Acceptance of previous Minutes
8. Business arising from those Minutes
9. Financial Report for year ending 31 December 2025
10. Correspondence
11. General Business

i Membership Report for previous year

1 Membership as at AGM

i Donation recognition
12. President's Report and questions from the floor

13. Election of Office Bearers
14. Honours and Awards
15. Closure

Chris Hudnott

President
AFA (Vic) VV Branch



AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION 1 VICTORIA

EDUCATIONAL BURSARY AND ENCOURAGEMENT AWARDS

Eligibility Details
The child, adopted child or grandchild (who normally resides in Victoria) of a person with operational

service, or three or more years continuous full time service, in the Royal Australian Air Force.

The stepchild or foster child is eligible, if they have resided with or been financially supported by the
veteran step parent or foster parent, for five of the last ten years.

Under the age of 25 when applying unless excepti
service, exist.

Enrolled in (or planning to enrol in) any recognised educational or training course. Any activity or
representation associated with any recognised educational or training course.

Note:

1. Applicants may apply separately or be nominated by any Branch member of the Air Force
Association (Victorian Division).

2. When completing the Application Form, please ensure you advise the educational or training
course you are undertaking (or planning to undertake).

3. Previous bursary and encouragement award winners are entitled to reapply.

Assessment
The AFA (Vic) VV Branch Committee will assess applications / nominations on merit.
Administration

Applications should be forwarded to Chris Hudnott, President VV Branch AFA (Vic) by
Friday 23" January 202 6.

The President VV Branch of AFA (Vic) will advise the successful applicant(s) during the first week
of February and will invite the successful applicant(s) to the Branch AGM on 15 February 2026 for
presentation of the award.

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARDS
6The d8howd CoCGH Edcaumagement Awar d
and
0The Lee and Ell en Scully

These two awards, sponsored by the VV Branch and named in honour of highly esteemed past
members, will provide an amount of $500 to applicants deemed most worthy of such assistance.

Application Form can be downloaded from the Programs / Bursaries page on our website:
https://afavic.org.au/content/1128/bursaries __ or,

a copy is available on the next page of this Newsletter, for applicants to print and complete.
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2026 APPLICATION

Closing date for applications 1 Friday 2 3™ January 202 6

PERSOMAL IMFORMATION

= U T S8y L O

Doteofbirth:

ADDRESS

L S L8 Lo O

COMTACT INFORMATION

ELIGIBILITY

Pronade details (nciud g anticipored costsl of the educatonal or troining course, associated activwhy or representiofion beng undertaken
or planned, for wihich the bursory ar awarnd s to be cppied.

If thiere Is insufficient spoce please attoch additicnol pagels).

ASSESSMEMT

Pease attached a brief subrsson (ne more thon one &4 pagel n suppot of your applicaton: “Why! om o switabie candidoe 1o receie on
AFA Vichonio Bursary or Encowagement vl

SUPPORTIMG VETERAMS DETAILS

0y L T OO S S T L N

Il LB e ] o O

L T b o T R e P PO

Send your application to Chris Hudnott President VV Branch AFA
Email: ruth.chris@bigpond.com.au or Post: 1 Burnside Ave, Canterbury, VIC 3126
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AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION i VICTORIA

Dear Member - just a reminder - 2026 Membership ($35) renewal is due
as of the 1 * of January 202 6.

Next monthly luncheon will be on Wednesday, 21 t January 2026 , at the OMEHOG, 6 8 ¢
(entrance, 40m along left side of Bourke St - after crossing Spencer St, from Southern Cross Station).

If you have not yet enjoyed the experience, gathering time is 1200 -1230 hrs, with sit-down
around 1300. All members, partners and / or friends are welcome -and dono6tyofiror get

Association will provide $20 towards member sd mea

NB: President Chris Hudnott,
requests that you please notify
him by the Monday prior , of your
intention to join us.

This will enable a more accurate
number to be passed to the hotel
when making the monthly booking.

Chris6 s mo D438 381 215
Email: ruth.chris@bigpond.com

Luncheons are planned for the third Wednesday of each month (except April and August). However,
any changeswillbepost ed on AFA Vicés website (Vietnam Vet
phone call to members unable to access the internet.




Dan
Travelir

RAAF Vietnam Veteran, Dan Nebauer, offers very competitive prices to current and ex ADF
members. Dands knowl edge and experience can cater for
travel needs.

fiG day Folks,

I have been serving discerning travellers since 1997 i now working
from home under my new trading name and | would be delighted
to use my experience and industry contacts to assist you with your
travel needs i whether you just need reliable support for those
international flights or you are hankering for a long desired
international holiday i give me a call or send me an email.

Cheers, Dan Nebauero

Mobile: 0413 611 541
Email: danthetravelinman@outlook.com

Also, Alan White, has published a very informative and educational book

Being diagnosed with prostate cancer once in a lifetime is enough. In

w E Z V E |.0 ST MY ||2011, Alan White was facing a second round with this life-threatening

P R o s disease.
TATE Alan's years of experience as a natural health practitioner and

MATE ... AND LIFE GOES ON counsellor helped him and his wife, Fiona, to make the choice that no
man really wants to make - surgical removal of the prostate gland -
and to recover, physically and emotionally.

One man’s story -
and practical _
survival guide for P( QQ
Prostate Cancer ‘. f

Talking about the things not usually discussed - sex after surgery,
giant incontinence pads and how to wrangle your overnight urine

bag - Alan shares his story and his discoveries. Fiona adds her tips for
partners of men facing prostate cancer.

Alan has been the facilitator of the local Prostate Cancer Support
Group in Bayside Melbourne for several years. He is also involved
in ongoing research through the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre
to develop better ways of helping men make well-informed choices
about their prostate cancer treatment. He continues to work as a
counsellor and natural health practitioner, with a special focus on
men’s health and wellbeing.

We've lost my prostate, mate! is Alan’s story about the diagnosis, the
decision making, the surgery and the road to recovery. He shares the
. S 4 3y | [good, the bad and the ugly along the way, providing helpful tips for
et A A ] Vi | [fellow prostate cancer sufferers. Armed with his irrepressible laughter

& R ko8 ~«——1 |and a very determined wife, Alan shows that there is life after losing
your prostate, mate.

My website is www.theprostatezone.com and people can buy the book via my website or via
www.amazon.com. It is also available to download as an e-book. The price via my website is $25
plus $5 for postage. | am happy to answer emails or take calls from anyone with any queries.
Alan White on, Ph: (03) 9598 1007, Mobile: 0407 617 800 or email: alan@theprostatezone.com
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OUT AND ABOUT
Remembrance Day

RAAF Base Point Cook
Australian Flying Corps Memorial

RAAF Base Point Cook Parade Ground

11 November 2025

A combined service involving members of all three branches of Australi an Defence Force ,
plus Air Force Association Victoria and Australian Air Force Cadets

Thi s vy Reamenbsance Day Service began with the flypast of 100 Squadron 6GAC Winjeel. A
sight and sound that would stir the memory of most who served in earlier years of the RAAF.

The Winjeel : designed and built by the Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation, Melbourne - total 62.
First flew in 1951 and after some modification, becamet h e R Awnfargy saining aircraft in 1955.
Retired from basic training in 1975, however from 1970, up to 16 operated as Forward Air Control
trainers, until the Winjeel was finally retired from the RAAF in 1994 7 after 49 years of service.

100 SQN CAC
RAAF WINJEEL
POINT COOK (A85-439)




Opening Prayer: Chaplain Trac Nguyen

Our Lord, be with us this day,

As we gather to honour the memory

Of those who have made the ultimate sacrifice,

While serving our Nation in time of ~ war and other operations
As we stand in this hour, on this day,

Let us offer thanks to You our Lord.

For the remembrance of the sacrifices,

Made by the original ANZACs and countless others
Before and since then.

We thank You, our Lord, for this great Nation Australia,
And we pray that You

May continue to bless it and bless us,

With the freedom and peace, we daily enjoy.

So, in the reverence of this moment,
Let us all be very conscious
Of Godds presence here with us

Amen

ADDRESS by John Clarkson CSC, President Air Force Association Victoria

The annual pilgrimage to Point Cook continues a tradition
which began 77 years ago by the Australian Flying Corps
Association (AFCA) which, in Victoria, later became the
Australian Flying Corps branch of the Royal Australian Air
Force Association. The mem orial was given into the custody
of the RAAF at a ceremony on 30 Oct 1938. The presentation
was accepted by the Chief of Air Staff, AVM (later AIRMSHL) Sir
Richard Williams . AVM Williams also happened to be president
of the AFCA at th at time.

The pilgrimage has been held in November as close as
practicable to the anniversary of the WW1 Armistice because

the original purpose was to pay tribute to the members of the
Australian Flying Corps who served during that conflict. The
inscriptiononthe me mor i al reads fAdedi c
memory of our comrades of the Australian Flying Corps, Royal
Naval Air Service, Royal Flying Corps and Royal Air Force who

at the birth of the air service during the great war 1914  -19 made
the supreme sacrifice a nd whose sacred trust was of
imperishable honour and duty to country is now given into the
keeping of the Royal Australiar

It was not until 1973 that the bronze plague was added to the ‘
memori al 6s base, bearing inscr i
of the Royal Australian Air Force Association who served in the =
1939-45 war and subsequent war so.

Today, we are pleased to continue that tradition and to join with
Air Force in commemorating more generally all Australians
who have served their nation in conflict. LEST WE FORGET

10



Inscription on face of the Cenotaph
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The bronze plaque added to the Cenotaph in 1973

INMEMORY OF MEMBERS OF THE
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE
WHO SERVED INTHE 1939~-45 WAR

AND SUBSEQUENT WARS

HTH NQV. |97 5

One capsule contains the names of the 209 Australian Flying Corps airmen who lost their lives in
the Great War and was interred inside the Memorial during its inauguration in 1938.

The other capsule was interred in the Memorial in 2016, to commemorate the 100" anniversary of
the deployment of the Australian Flying Corps in the Great War.

This second capsule contains the names of 11,401 Australian Flying Corps and Royal Australian Air
Force airmen and airwomen who, up to that time, have lost their lives on operational service.
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A Prayer for the Defence Force

Eternal God, we pray for all members of the Australian
Defence Force.

We pray that you will be present with those at home and
those on overseas service.

We pray for courage, compassion, patience and fortitude
in the challenges we all face but especially,

We pray for those who face the challenges of separation
from home and loved ones;

who face the challenges of living in confined quarters and
restricted movement:

for those who face the daily threat of death and injury and
the experience of friends in danger.

To you O Lord God, we give honour, glory and praise,
now and always.

Amen

In Flanders Fields

In Flanders Fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row.
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw the sunset
glow
Loved, and were loved, and now we
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrels with the foe
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch ; be yours to hold it high
If ye break the faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies
grow
In Flanders fields

WO2 Greg White

lie

Then it was time for the wreath laying. | was already impressed that two Airmen had also been invited
to the podium. Following the flypast and mounting of the Catafalque Party, LAC Chris Timoti proudly

gave the o6AekobwCedgerydé and

ater

AL pr&erdor thee

Membersdé A community - inclusive of all who serve, and served, in the Australian Defence Force.

12
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Wreaths were laid on behalf of:

HQAFTG i WGCDR Matthew Shelley
Victorian Air Force Association i AIRCDRE (Retd) John Clarkson CSC
Nati onal Servi ceinwhbatrieBels soci
Security and Estate Group i Mr Steven Knezevic

RAAF Museum and History & Heritage Branch i WGCDR
Michelle McPhail

Defence International Training Centre T SQNLDR Naomi
O6Neil and MAJ Bobby Gabayno

21SQN T WOFF Bradley Parmenter

100SQN i FLTLT Ethan Jones

Joint Logistics Command i LTCOL Damian McFarlane
RMIT 7 Mr Liam Crawley and Miss Emilee Metcalfe

Earlier in the Service, the sky had been overcast and at one stage quite a heavy shower passed
through, but fortunately the clouds parted, and the sun was shining for the wreath laying ceremony.
Was it Les Kenfieldbs bagpipes, playing 6FIl owers

N

T

A=

. ¥ -
3 3 =Ry .
= & ) “ i ——%

WOFF Bradley Parmenter recited the Ode and CPL Michael Fraser played The Last Post and Rouse
All were then requested to remain standing for the National Anthem, after which Chaplain Trac
Nguyen delivered T h e L or d @ the ClasimgePrayer and Benediction.
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The Catafalque party dismounted and as the rain started again FLFOFF Lara Enever, the MC,
announced fClosure of Servicedand invited all attendees to the Officers Mess to partake in a relaxed
gathering, with light lunch and refreshments provided.

O T e L LT 2 | sincerely commend ALL
Vi ¢ A who participated in the
Remembrance Service.

They endured unpleasant
weather, with temps 8-12,
occasional gusty winds,
and intermittent showers.

Dressed only in shirt and
trousers, they remained
resilient T there was not a
greatcoat to be seen !!

(Not sure what the uniform
procedures are these
days, but maybe someone
could have checked the
weather forecast.)

Some drove and some scurried through the raintoreacht he Of f i ¢whereal endyed the
warmth, refreshments and camaraderie. Only one suggestion for next year - a bigger hat-table?




DID YOU KNOW?

9 Squadron flies again

Unlike the Squadron itself, this
report is a little late.

No 9 Squadron has officially
reformed, marking its proud
return to Air Force service with a
ceremony at Torrens Parade
Ground, South Australia on
Saturday 16" August.

The Colour Party presented the
9 Squadron Standard, as a
Bell UH-1 Iroquois helicopter
conducted a flyover at the
Parade Ground, to mark the
sq u a d r reforrdasion.

The squadron has seen many
changes since its formation in
1939 and now operates the Air
Forceds newest
aircraft system i the MQ-4C
Triton.

The event honoured 9 Squadrondés Vietnam War veterans and cel
BellUH-1 | roquois OHueyd heluincdapitserendaursyymgbdlegafcyt
between past and present generations of aviators.

The reformation also marked 100 years since the s
Fleet Co-operation Flight at Bowen, Queensland.

From seaplanes to helicopters, and now the cutting-edge MQ-4 C Tr i t on, 9 Squadr ol
reflects the adaptability, innovation and spirit of the Royal Australian Air Force.

Commanding Officer 9 Squadron, Wing Commander Lawry Benier, said the day was a moment to
reflect on the courage and mateship that defined
those who shaped its history.

9 Squadron has a | andthe praud gagyof® Squadion lisets onceyagain. To
the Vietnam veterans of 9 Squadron, welcome back. This squadron is yours, and today we honour
your legacy.

From the moment 9 Squadron deployed to Vung Tau in 1966, its members set the standard for how
an Air Force unit should operate in war. You showed what it means to serve with courage, mateship
and quiet determination.

By the end of its Vietham deployment, 9 Squadron had flown more than 237,000 missions 7 a
testament to the skill, endurance and sacrifice of its members who served under constant threat in
some of the most challenging conditions of modern warfare.

As we reflect on that service, we remember those members of 9 Squadron who paid the ultimate
sacrifice. Their names and their courage are etched into our history and into the hearts of all who
foll ow i n t Héng€Commander Behier gaisl.. 0

15



VIETNAM
WAR
MEMORIAL

The 9 SQN Standard paraded in front of the Vietham War Memorial at the Torrens Parade Ground

Air Commander Australia, Air Vice-Marshal GlenBraz,s ai d t he squadrondés refor:i
renewal and remembrance, bridging a century of service between the aviators of the past and those
serving today.

iThe | egacy of 9 Squadron has never faded and conf
ts banner today, o060 he said.

AWi th the ar r4CJrdon, the SquadranenowMi@livers an unprecedented long-range,
persistent and networked intelligence, surveillan

The ceremony was also an opportunity to honour those who served before, with the presentation of
the Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm Unit Citation formally recognising the
squadronbés bravery.

fi T the veterans of 9 Squadron, we honour you and we thank you. Your actions will never be
f or got t e nMatshalBraz sa.i &
S— G

Unmanned MQ-4C Triton
"9 Squadr on dndwiteis theaspiréd of thgse who came before -soars once mor
16
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President Chris Hudnott had been considering the possibility of a Branch membersbvisit to the
NVVM. An ideal opportunity arose when Chris learnt that No 37 SQN Association had obtained the
Mu s e u appraval to conduct a plaque unveiling ceremony in their Garden of Reflection, planned
for Sunday the 9" of November. Conveniently two days before Remembrance Day.

Now, before continuing | must, as also being a member of the 37 SQN Assoc, add my sincere
appreciation to the NVVM General Manager, Braxton Laine and his Secretary, Bob Elworthy, for
their approval, enthusiasm and assistance in enabling the event to occur, and to the whole NVVM
committee who also supported and voted in favour of the occasion. Thank you.

This year not only marked 50 years since end of the Vietham War but also, the RAAF6 s bperatiar
during that conflict. On 29 Mar 75, the Government of South Vietnam urgently requested assistance
from Australia to participate in the evacuation of civilian refugees from Danang, which was under
severe attack from the North. Our government immediately approved humanitarian support.

On the same day, C130 Hercules transport aircraft from both 36 and 37 Sqgns, based at RAAF Base
Richmond, were urgently dispatched to RAAF Butterworth in Malaysia to await further instruction.

Thegroupof fi cially became O6Headquarters Richmond Det
OHercso6, with assistance ranportSohppatdlighd Bukterworh. Alasf cr af t
Danang had already fallen, so the Detachment began their Vietham operations on 1% April and

continued until closure of our Saigon Embassy and evacuation of the Ambassador on 25 April.

An important role of 6 HQRD &€t S6 was participation in the US
evacuation of young children and babies who had been removed from orphanages and gathered in

Saigon, to be evacuated to future security, peace and a healthy environment. The RAAF conducted

four o6Babyl i ft 6" Aprlandgiothes two dnhe 17. nA tdatahod 274 young refugees,
accompanied by RAAF and civilian Nurses and welfare workers, were flown from Saigon to Bangkok,

then transferred to a specially prepared QANTAS B747, for flight to a safe, new life in Australia.

In April 1975, the RAAF was not at war in Vietnam - but was certainly involved - in the final stages.
17



Spring weather in Victoria is unpredictable. Always prepare for the worst, and just as well, all who
attended on the Sunday did come suitably dressed for the cold wind and rain showers that persisted.

Surprisingly, there was another bonus. Unfortunately, there had been some complications during
manufacturing of the plaque and delivery had been delayed. It did not arrive at the Museum until
one day before the unveiling, which made it impossible for the plaque to be secured to a rock and
placed in a suitable location in the Garden of Reflection.

The bonus was, the Service would not be held outside in the inclement weather but inside, in the
rear hangar which was much dryer and warmer, and with the plaque restingé happi | y6 on an

- & ‘ M’ I ey

Bob Elworthy was pleased about the occasion and began the Service with a welcome to the NVVM.
He praisedt h e R AveRlbpsrticipation in Vietham and was supportive of their final role and the
opportunity to have the Commemoration Plague located in the NVVM Garden of Reflection.

18



Col Coyne, President of the 37 SQN Assoc had travelled down from Brisbane for the occasion. The

Plaque was a product of his initiativeandi n Jul vy, there hadamdrBaidyl beed
Anniversary Commemoration at the Canberra War Memorial and a following Plaque Dedication at

the RAAF Memorial Grove but Col believed there should also be a similar plaque at the NVVM.

Among the visitors were two Viethamese ladies who, 50 years before, were tiny war-orphan babies
evacuated from Saigon on the final RAAF Babylift flight on 17 April. Col invited them to come forward
and conduct the unveiling. Also invited to the easel were Vietnam veteran members of 37 Squadron.

Monitored carefully from behind, Suanne Prager and Penny Palmer, with a little assistance from Col,
cautiously and gently removed the RAAF Ensign from the Plaque

Following the unveiling, three other refugee attendees, who had escaped Vietnam with their parents,
were also invited to stand with the Babies and Veteransé . |  a foromdt taking thked a d haensesd
L-R: Denis Griggs FE, Lady 1, Lady 2, Charlie Downes FE, , Penny Palmer, Alan Harris LM, Suanne
Prager, Geoff Rose PLT, Lady 3, John Vansetten PLT and John Stone PLT.
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The rain had stopped by end of the Service, so Bob invited all veterans to gather in the Garden of
Reflection, for a group photo. It was also an opportunity to explore and agree on a suitable site for
the Plague, and i ts 0l aillpeedsitoned behind the AihFerge Plaque, dedicated on
28 Nov 2010 by the NVVM Chaplain and unveiled by then RAAFVVA President Lee Scully.

L-R: Andy Huu Nguyen OAM (a Senior Member of the Vietnamese Community), John Stone, Walter
Sherman, Darrel Christie (1RAR Battle of Coral veteran), Denis Griggs, Penny Palmer, Alan Harris,
Suanne Prager, Geoff Rose, Col Coyne, ex Civi VN Nurse, Bob Woods, the three refugee ladies,
their partners and Bob Elworthy.

There was also time to return inside and stroll around, exploring the very interesting and educational
displays. There are seven separate galleries, named: The Story, Images of War, Collections
Objects and Stories, Chemicals in Vietham, Models, The Main Gallery and Armament.
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