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DISCLAIMER 
 

The material, comments and/or extracts of articles appearing in the ñAFA VV Branch NEWSLETTERò are of a 
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person should act on the basis of any material contained in the ñNEWSLETTERò without considering, and if 
necessary, taking appropriate professional advice upon their circumstances.   The Committee, the authors and 
publisher expressly disclaim all and any liability to any person, in respect of anything done or omitted to be 
done by any such person in reliance, whether whole or partial, upon the whole or part of the contents of the 
ñAFA VV Branch NEWSLETTERò.   Any member of the AFA VV Branch, or other veteran organisation or any 
interested party may submit articles, letters, and advertisements for publication in the NEWSLETTER.   The 
Committee and Publisher reserve the right to veto any such article, letter or advertisement. 
 
EDITOR:  AFA (Vic) VV Branch Committee                                                              PUBLISHER:   Geoff Rose 
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PRESIDENTôS REPORT 
 

AGM 2026 
 

 

Dear Members, 
  

We have all become another year older and wiser since 
last yearôs AGM and as AFA National President, Joe 
Iervasi, suggests in his report in the latest edition of 
óWingsô magazine, óIt is hard to believe that we are at the 
end of another yearô. Yet now, we are almost halfway 
through the second month of 2026. 
 

As I reflect on the events and activities that were im- 
portant to our Branch in 2025, one of the highlights of 
the year was the visit by our Branch members to the 
National Vietnam Veterans Museum on 9 November 
2025.  We were joined by members of the 37 Squadron 
Association including its President, Col Coyne, who was 
instrumental in arranging for the presentation of a 
plaque to the NVVM to commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of HQ Richmond Detachment óSô.   A delay 
in the production of  the  plaque  meant  that  there was 
insufficient  time  to  have  the  plaque  installed  in   the  

Garden of Remembrance at the Museum prior to our visit but a site has been selected, and 
the unveiling of the plaque was carried out under the wing of the Canberra in the relative 
warmth of the Museum.  Our newsletter publisher, Geoff Rose, has great coverage of the 
event in the December 2025 edition of the newsletter.  We are grateful for the assistance 
provided by the NVVM staff and the support of the President of the VVAA Victoria Branch, 
Bob Elworthy. 
 

Another plaque, presented to our Vietnam Veterans Branch was donated by the Vietnam 
Veterans Association of Australia (Victorian Branch) to recognise our membership of that 
association as the RAAF Sub-Branch from 1992 to 2024.  This initiative by the VVAA is in 
keeping with its policy of presenting a plaque to each Sub-Branch as it closes so that history 
of VVAA Branches is preserved.  I am liaising with AFA Vic President, John Clarkson, to 
select an appropriate location for the plaque. 
 
Our monthly lunches will resume in March, and I will be emailing members with a reminder 
later this month. If you enjoy a cheap meal and maybe a glass of wine and havenôt yet caught 
up with our regular meetings, why not come along and enjoy the company of fellow vets ï 
you will be made most welcome. 
 
Finally, I am grateful for the assistance of members of the committee who provide valuable 
advice and assistance in the running of our Branch and I join with John our Treasurer in 
thanking all those members who make an additional financial contribution when renewing 
their annual membership. 
 

Kind Regards, Stay well.   
 

Chris Hudnott  
President                                 Next page has photos of the two plaques mentioned above. 
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 VVAA Vicôs plaque presented to its past Sub-Branch.       HQRIC Det óSô plaque standing in the 
                                                                                                    NVVMôs Garden of Reflection                                                                      
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

 
 

The 2026 ANZAC Day Dawn Service will commence at 5:30am at the Shrine of Remembrance and 
finish around 6:30am. 
 
At the end of the service, members of the public can visit the Sanctuary of the Shrine of 
Remembrance to lay a poppy.  The Shrine of Remembrance opens to the public for general viewing 
at 7:00am. 

 

 
 

Full details about public transport for ANZAC Day will be available on the Public Transport Vic 
website. 
 
PTV will run extra trams and buses to get you to the Melbourne Dawn Service. 
 

 
 

Parking at the Shrine of Remembrance and surrounding streets is restricted on ANZAC Day.  We 
recommend catching public transport to the 2026 Dawn Service. 
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Bookings are made by completing a Form on the RSL website.   
On the website heading page, click on óANZAC Day +ô, and select 'Transportation and 
accessibilityô.   Open óFor Veterans: how to book RACV vehiclesô.   When ready, click on to:-  
 

 
 

ANZAC DAY 2026  
ORDER OF MARCH 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
æ
æ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
æ
æ 

 

                                                        --- Just l ook for our Banner  --- 
 

Members will be notified by email if there are any changes - or by phone to those who do not have 
internet access. 
 

Booking for our traditional After-March Lunch at the Mail Exchange Hotel has been confirmed.  
Gathering time is 1300 hours.  No doubt, members unable to participate in the March are most 
welcomed to head directly to the MEH and we will look forward to meeting you there.  
 

 
 

(Opportunity for  a Reminder :  Monthly Luncheon at the Mail Exchange Hotel ) 
 

Next monthly luncheon will be on Wednesday, 18th March  2026, at the óMEHô, 688 Bourke St 
(entrance, 40m along left side of Bourke St - after crossing Spencer St, from Southern Cross Station).    

 

If you have not yet enjoyed the experience, gathering time is 1200 -1230 hrs , with  sit -down 
around 1300.   All members, partners and / or friends are welcome - and donôt forget ï your 
Association will provide $20 towards membersô meal cost.  
 

 

 

NB:  President Chris Hudnott, requests 
that you please  notify h im by the 
Monday prior , of your intention to join us. 
 

This will enable a more accurate number 
to be passed to the hotel when making the 
monthly booking. 
 

Chrisôs mobile:  0438 331 215  
Email:  ruth.chris@bigpond.com  

  

Luncheons are planned for the third Wednesday of each month (except April and August).   However, 
any changes will be posted on AFA Vicôs website (Vietnam Veterans Branch) by email, or individual 
phone call to members unable to access the internet. 
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Air Force Association (Vic) Vietnam Veterans 
Branch  

 

Minutes from the  
 

2026 Annual General Meeting  
 

Held on Sunday 15 February 2026   
 

 
President Chris Hudnott opened the meeting at  1400 hours  

 

 
 
Attendance  
 
Chris Hudnott Pres / Act Sec, Max McGregor VP, John Vansetten Treas, Graeme Dodd CM and 
Geoff Rose CM.  Branch Members: Don McDonald OAM, Ross Mathieson, Telmay Dodd and Noela 
Rose 
 

Guests:  Charlize Long, Hugh Bailie, Kylie Long, Maria Lees, Mark Lees and Amelia Lees. 
  

 
All guests (sitting in the centre row) are named from L-R, as per the Attendance List above. 
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Welcome and Presentation of Awards  

Chris opened the Annual General Meeting by welcoming all in attendance with a special welcome to 
the 2026 educational bursary and encouragement award winners, Charlize Long and Amelia Lees.  

Chris called on Max McGregor to present the AFA Vic Educational Bursaries and Chris presented 
the óSnow óCoughlan Encouragement Award and Lee and Ellen Scully Encouragement Award to 
Amelia and Charlize respectively.  Chris explained that bank transfer arrangements had been 
arranged for the awards rather than handing cheques to the recipients as had been the practice in 
previous years.   

  
Amelia received her Busary from Max and the óSnowô Coughlan Encouragement Award from Chris. 
                                                                                                                                                                                      

  
Max then presented Charlizeôs Bursary and Chris presented the Lee and Ellen Scully      

Encouragement Award. 
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Annual General Meeting  
 
 
Recitation of the Ode  
 

Chris began the meeting by reciting the Ode. 
 
 

Apologies  

 
Apologies had been received from Russell Hately, Bob Woods, Rick Holmes, Peter Clemmens, Bob 
Brackin, Denis Nicol, Neil Morgan, Neil Boulton and David Grierson. 
 

Members at the AGM 
 

 
 

L-R:  John Vansetten Treasurer, Max McGregor VP, Don McDonald, Graeme Dodd, Ross Mathieson 
Telmay Dodd, Noela Rose and Chris Hudnott President 

 

(Comment:  members who did attend the AGM were not angry, disappointed, bored or sleepy ï  
just lonely.) 

 

Previous Minutes  
 

Copies of the AGM Minutes for 2025 were available and there were no corrections that needed to 
be addressed.  

Acceptance of Previous Minutes  

Moved Max McGregor that the minutes be accepted / Seconded Geoff Rose    

Carried  

 

Business Arising from the Minutes  
 

Chris mentioned that at the last AGM Geoff Rose had presented an update on HQ Richmond Det S 
and RAAF Humanitarian Ops in 1975.   Chris has provided an update the operation in his Presidentôs 
report.  
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Treasurerôs Report  

For the Year Ending 31st 
December 2025  

  
John Vansetten presented the Treasurerôs Report for year Ending 31st December 2026. 

At this AGM, I am delighted to present to you the Treasurerôs Report for the Vietnam Veterans branch 
of the Air Force Association (Vic) for the year ended 31st December 2025. 

As at 31st December 2025, our General Fund (with Bank of Melbourne) had a balance of $4,858.78. 
The balance twelve months previously was $4,468.78.  The increase of $390 was due to the caps 
payment by AFA (Vic) of $5 per member for 78 members. 

The Vietnam Veterans Branch component of the AFA (Vic) Welfare Patriotic Fund started the year 
with $12,003.26 and ended the year with $11,125.49 ï a decrease of $877.77. We have no 
outstanding invoices to be paid. 

In 2025, we received a most generous $1,850 in donations from our members.  Our grateful thanks 
to those donors. 

We had our regular monthly lunches - seven last year - at the Mail Exchange Hotel adjacent to 
Southern Cross Station in the CBD.  Access by public transport is very convenient and members are 
warmly invited to attend these lunches usually held on the middle Wednesday of the month. 
Members attending receive a $20 subsidy from the AFA for the cost of their meal. 

We had our traditional Anzac Day lunch at the MEH, after participating in the Anzac Day march and 
the branch commemoration service at the Shrine.  21 attended this lunch and welcomed the 
opportunity to remember old friends.  All members are warmly invited to attend this special lunch. 

We held the traditional Vietnam Veterans Day lunch on 18th August at the MEH. 13 members 
attended, to mark this special day of remembrance. 

Last year marked the 50th anniversary of Operation Babylift, which involved RAAF C-130s airlifting 
Vietnamese orphans to Australia in April 1975.  A special commemoration ceremony was held at the 
National Vietnam Veterans Museum on Phillip Island, with 13 members of our branch attending. Two 
of the original orphans also attended.  The occasion provided an excellent opportunity for us to 
acknowledge the work of the RAAF in this humanitarian airlift, and to rekindle connections with 
squadron mates of yesteryear, plus to marvel at the many historical displays in the Museum. 

This year, we presented bursaries and Encouragement Awards to two lucky recipients, and we are 
most grateful to the Air Force Association for making these awards possible.  A select number of 
Vietnam Veteran branch members donated generously to make the Encouragement Awards 
possible.  Our heartiest congratulations to the lucky recipients.  I believe I can say without fear of 
contradiction that the awards will be much appreciated and will assuredly be put to good use. 

John asked if there were any questions about the financial report.  As there were no questions, John 
asked for the Treasurerôs Report to be accepted: 

 

 

Moved:  John Vansetten 
 

   Seconded:   Ross Mathieson 
 

Carried 
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Correspondence  

 
Chris mentioned that correspondence with the Branch had generally been received via email and 
the committee members (and members where applicable) had been kept advised via email. Chris 
also mentioned that the main avenue of communication with members was via the quarterly 
Branch Newsletter and thanked Geoff Rose for his hard work in its production.   

 
Membership  

 
Chris reported that membership at in February 2026 was 55 although this number would undoubtedly 
increase as members continued to renew their membership in the next month or so.   

 
Presidentôs Report 

 
Chris presented his Presidentôs Report for the year 2025. 

    

The Report is published on Page 3 of this Newsletter  

 
Election of Office Bearers  
 

Chris advised that the Committee for this year included the following: 

President  Chris Hudnott 

Vice Pres Max McGregor  

Treasurer John Vansetten 

Secretary Vacant  

Committee  Graeme Dodd, Neil Morgan, Peter Raymant, Neil Boulton, Geoff Rose  

 
Chris suggested that anyone interested in filling the Secretary position would be more than 
welcomed to the committee.   

 
Honours and Awards  

 
There were no Honours or Awards made to Branch members in 2025.  
 

Next Meeting  

 
The next AGM would be held on 14 February 2027. 

Closure  

 
There being no further business, Chris thanked those for attending, declared the meeting closed at 
1530 and invited those attending to continue to socialise.  
 

Chris Hudnott 

President 

19 February 2026  
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Donations ï 2025 

 

Disregarding our nationôs declining financial situation the following members generously donated to 

the Vietnam Veterans Branch of AFA (Vic) 

 

I Bailey 

L Fankhauser 

G Henry 

W Kuiller 

R Mathieson 

A Pahl OAM 

G Stevens 

R Wark 

R Brackin 

T Farrell 

A Higginbottom 

L Lowe 

N Morgan 

L Pascoe 

T Thomas 

Stan Wicks -                              

(Died on 15 Mar 25)  

LEST WE FORGET 

R Budd 

K Haines 

B Hurlock 

Mrs P Lynch 

D Nicol 

F Rowe 

J Vansetten 

D Del Fabbro 

R Hately 

P Jongkryg 

W McAlpine 

R OôBrien 

K Sharpley 

Mrs N Wark 

 

Many thanks to each of you and please rest assured that every dollar of your donation will go to a 
worthy cause. 
 
 

 
 

The Banner - under which we march  
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NOTICE BOARD 
 

     
Hi Everyone, 
 

The association was approached last year by Mr. Alan George (GPCAPT Ret and ex 35 SQN Rad 
Tech) to  design, manufacture and install, a 35 SQN Plaque at the RAAF Memorial Grove, Canberra. 
   
Obviously when trying to write eighty years of squadron history to fit on a plaque 520mm x 380mm 
a lot of detail must be omitted.  All worthy information was appreciated by óSamboô and myself.  I 
also employed the service of a graphic artist to do some artwork on the plaque.  For those who have 
seen the draft I think it is a good effort for a couple of oldies who have never done this before. 
 

We have placed an order with the manufacturer to cast the plaque and make the plinth and install 
same at the Memorial Grove.  Hopefully this should be done by 1st June for the planned unveiling.  
 

óSamboô is working on a programme and details for the event which  will be  sent out  in  due  course. 
Thanks to all who contributed towards cost of the manufacture of the plaque - very much appreciated. 
 

As a photo of a bronze plaque is a bit plain and uninteresting, I had a draft copy of my preferred 
design coloured - please see attached (image below). The final design of the plaque is slightly 
different to this coloured version, as again we had to rearrange the content due to a lack of room 
and defence requirements. 
 

Trust you all approve of our efforts and hope to see as many of you as possible in Canberra. 
 

BTW:  If interested in a A3 coloured version I can have them printed at a cost of $10 each.  Delivery 
may be a problem as they cannot be rolled or folded to post, but we can hand deliver in Brisbane or 
take them to Canberra for those attending.  Otherwise, I will work out some way to get them to you.   
Let óSamboô know so we can get numbers.  Or send us an email ï request is available  on our       
website : www.wallabyairlines.asn.au  

 

 
 

Cheers, John McDougall, Pres 
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RAAF Vietnam Veteran, Dan Nebauer,  offers very competitive prices to current and ex ADF 
members.   Danôs knowledge and experience can cater for all your international and / or domestic 
travel needs. 
 

 

ñGôday Folks, 
 

I have been serving discerning travellers since 1997 ï now working 
from home under my new trading name and I would be delighted 
to use my experience and industry contacts to assist you with your 
travel needs ï whether you just need reliable support for those 
international flights or you are hankering for a long desired 
international holiday ï give me a call or send me an email. 
 

Cheers, Dan Nebauerò 
 

Mobile:  0413 611 541 
Email:  danthetravelinman@outlook.com                                          

 

 

Also , Alan White, has published a very informative and educational book . 
 

    
   

My website is www.theprostatezone.com and people can buy the book via my website or via 
www.amazon.com.   It is also available to download as an e-book.   The price via my website is $25 
plus $5 for postage.   I am happy to answer emails or take calls from anyone with any queries. 
Alan White on, Ph:  (03) 9598 1007, Mobile:  0407 617 800 or email:  alan@theprostatezone.com 

mailto:danthetravelinman@outlook.com
http://www.theprostatezone.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
mailto:alan@theprostatezone.com
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DID YOU KNOW? 
 
 

MC-55A Peregrine:  a first -of -type capability strengthening Australiaôs Defence 

 
 

The first of four MC-55A Peregrine ï Australiaôs inaugural airborne Intelligence, Surveillance,  
Reconnaissance and Electronic Warfare (ISREW) aircraft  ï arrived at RAAF Base Edinburgh, 
South Australia, on 22nd January this year, marking a major milestone in strengthening the nationôs 
sovereign defence capability. 

A MC-55A Main Squadron Facility was previously opened at RAAF Base Edinburgh on 10 July 2024.  
The MSF will be the main operating facility for the MC-55A Peregrine and associated systems.  The 
aircraft will be based at Edinburgh and operated by No 10 SQN.  

Modelled on the Gulfstream G550 airframe and extensively enhanced by L3Harris Technologies in 
Greenville, South Carolina USA, the MC-55A is a long-range, surveillance and reconnaissance 
aircraft designed to deliver multiple sources of intelligence in support of Defence operations. 

This advanced capability reinforces Australiaôs national defence posture and contributes to 
deterrence.  Integrated within a focused and agile force, the MC-55A ensures the RAAF is ready to 
detect, disrupt, deter, and if necessary, defeat threats ï underpinning the ADFôs commitment to 
readiness and resilience. 

The MC-55A will be a key component of Australiaôs broader ISR enterprise, complementing 
platforms such as the P-8A Poseidon and MQ-4C Triton, and forming a critical link in the nationôs 
sovereign network of surveillance and electronic warfare assets. 

Chief of Air Force, Air Marshal Stephen Chappell DSC CSC OAM, said the introduction of MC-55A 
to RAAFôs fleet would ensure Australia had a critical enabler for advanced ADF capabilities and 
provide important intelligence information to support ADF missions.   

ñThe MC-55A Peregrine is more than an aircraftðit is a strategic capability that reinforces our ability 
to protect national interests in an increasingly complex security environment. 
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RAAF Museumôs 100 Squadron  will have their list of Flying Display Aircraft reduced  
 

Eight heritage aircraft  will be withdrawn  following a comprehensive review of technical and 
airworthiness factors to ensure 100 SQN remains safe, sustainable, and connected to RAAF history. 

Streamlining the fleet will allow 100 SQN to maintain quality heritage displays, engage communities, 
and protect the long-term viability of Air Forceôs heritage capability.  

Chief of Air Force, Air Marshal Stephen Chappell DSC CSC OAM, said the review was essential to 
balancing heritage preservation with operational safety. 

AM Chappell continued:  ñOur heritage fleet holds deep significance to Air Force and the Australian 
public.  While withdrawing aircraft is never easy, this step ensures we preserve aviation history 
responsibly.  By transferring these aircraft to museums and heritage organisations, their stories of 
service and innovation will remain accessible for future generations. 

As aircraft age, upkeep becomes increasingly complex, especially for flying displays.   Reducing the 
fleet will allow 100 SQN to focus on operating a select group of historic aircraft for ceremonial duties 
and flying displays, maintaining a living connection to RAAF traditions. 

The withdrawn aircraft ï DH-115 Vampire T.35, Gloster Meteor F.8, Cessna A-37B Dragonfly, Ryan 
STM-S2, English Electric Canberra, CA-27 Sabre, CT4A, and RE8 ï will be transitioned with dignity. 
Five aircraft originally transferred from Temora Aviation Museum will return there, while the 
remaining three will be considered for static display at approved institutionsò. 
 

Pics are of the aircraft to be withdrawn - in order of names above. 
 

  

   

   
 

The Air Force will continue to operate 11 heritage aircraft: the Mustang, Harvard, Winjeel, two Tiger 
Moths, Sopwith Pup, Hudson, Spitfire Mk8, Spitfire Mk16, Boomerang and Wirraway.  

Heritage operations will be reviewed over the next 12 months to ensure sustainability and continued  
public engagement. 
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New pilot training program  
  

(an article from Govt Defence website ï 26 Feb) 
 

Air Force Training Group has launched an innovative pilot training trial at RAAF Base Point Cook, 
partnering with RMIT University Aviation Academy to explore new ways of delivering Initial Flying 
Training (IFT). 
 

 
 

Delegates from the Initial Flight Training Course 4 at RAAF Base Point Cook. Story and photo by 
Flight Lieutenant Jessica Auciello. 

 
ñThe Pilot Training System (PTS) is recognised as a world-class capability.  Powered by the PC-21 
turbine platform and advanced synthetic training devices, the PTS is designed to meet the 
contemporary needs of the ADF and deliver highly skilled aviators,ò Commander Air Force Training 
Group Air Commodore David Strong said.  
 
The IFT program is testing a commercial, off-the-shelf approach to basic flying training.  Over two 
years, five courses will undertake a 24-week program, where trainees fly Cessna aircraft to achieve 
civilian licences and instrument ratings, and integrate seamlessly into the military pilot training 
continuum. 
 
The design of IFT is similar to that employed by several allied air forces, including the United States 
Air Force, where the basic phase integrates into their contemporary flying training continuum.  
 
This approach is not without precedent.  During World War II, the Empire Air Training Scheme 
contracted civilian flying schools to conduct ab-initio training for allied air forces, including the Royal 
Australian Air Force.  The Empire Air Training Scheme produced tens of thousands of aviators at 
speed, proving that partnerships can underpin readiness in times of strategic demand. 
 
ñScalability isnôt just a concept, itôs a force multiplier. This initiative demonstrates how we can adapt 
quickly without compromising the standards that underpin Air Force training,ò Air Commodore Strong 
said. 
  
ñIn Air Force Training Group, our mission is simple and clear ï train well, train smart and stay ahead 
of the challenge. The IFT program is a powerful step in that direction.ò   

   
                        (Hmmm, could this be a way to keep Pt Cook operating?) 
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HEALTH and WELFARE  
 
 

Itôs better to be pro-active  
 

  
 

    

 

Keep óem going 

Mate!   
 

(Not just for you , 

but also,               

for  your  family .) 
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(Your óResponsibilities ô will be  in the June  edition  ï maybe. )
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On the Lighter Side  
 
 

  
 
 

 

Over recent years ,  as we approached 

Saint Patrick õs Day (17 th  March ), our 

edition of the  Newsletter  appropriately 

included examples of  the  ôLeprechaunian 

way of lifeõ.  Surprisingly,  at the moment  

ôThe Magic Pot of Appropriate  Material õ 

is empty!   Hopefully , the rainbow above 

will prepare you for the Day , and I will 

be wishing for more ôfunniesõ next year. 

 

 

 

 

Until then, h ow about some memories -  of our wonderful life?  
 

The Early Years  
 

          

 


