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NEWSLETTER of RAAFVVA and Air Force Association (Vic) VV Branch  
     

The official journal of RAAF Vietnam Veterans Association (Vic), a Sub-Branch of the VVAA Vic Branch Incorporated            

(Reg. No. A0029247G.   ABN 34 750 672 219) 
 and RAAF Association (Vic Div) Vietnam Veterans Branch – (ABN 96 091 342 304) 

                                   

Patron:  Air Vice Marshal E. M. Weller AM 

 
PRESIDENT   Chris Hudnott                                    Phone  0438 331 215 

                                             ruth.chris@bigpond.com                  
 

VICE PRESIDENT  Max McGregor                                          Phone (03) 9803-1156 

 

SECRETARY   Gill Coughlan                  Secretary RAAFVVA 

                     PO Box 1038 

                       Hawthorn BC Vic 3122 

                Phone  0481 692 660 

                     gilly4346@gmail.com 

 

ASST SECRETARY  Neil Boulton                  Phone  0419 009 287 

                nboulton@bigpond.net.au 

   

TREASURER   John Vansetten                               Phone  0455 121 997  

 
COMMITTEE MEMBER  Andy Lapins                  Phone (03) 9511-4693 

COMMITTEE MEMBER  Geoff Rose                  Phone   0427 392 924 

COMMITTEE MEMBER  Neil Morgan                  Phone (03) 9687-8871 

COMMITTEE MEMBER  Peter Raymant                                  Phone (03) 9583-1053 

COMMITTEE MEMBER  Graeme Dodd OAM                 Phone (03) 9852-1653  

 
                    RAAF WELLBEING AND COMPENSATION ADVOCATES 

 

Alan White (Wellbeing Advocate Level 2)           Melbourne Area                  Phone (03) 9598-1007 

Bill Wiltshire (Compensation Advocate Level 2           Melton                                              Phone (03) 9746-9582 

David Taffe (Wellbeing Advocate Level 1)           Kilmore-Wallen Area                    Phone  0420815101 

 
                      ACCREDITED  ADVOCATE REGISTER (AAR) -  www.advocateregister.org.au 

 

Advocates, linked to ESOs, are trained to assist in accessing services relating to wellbeing, rehabilitation, compensation 

and appeals.   Simply type your postcode or location into the AAR website to find your nearest Advocate.  

 
VETERANS’ CENTRES SUPPORTED BY RAAFVVA and Air Force Association (Vic) 

 

Western Suburbs Veterans and Services Centre      Phone (03) 9746-9582                  Fax (03) 9746-9583 

Melbourne Veterans and Services Centre            Phone (03) 9282-4957                  Fax (03) 9282-7089 

 
DISCLAIMER 

 

The material, comments and/or extracts of articles appearing in the “RAAFVVA and AFA VV Branch NEWSLETTER” 

are of a general nature only and neither purport to be, nor are intended to be, advice on any particular matter.   No person 

should act on the basis of any material contained in the “NEWSLETTER” without considering, and if necessary, taking 

appropriate professional advice upon their circumstances.   The Committee, the authors and publisher expressly disclaim 

all and any liability to any person, in respect of anything done or omitted to be done by any such person in reliance, 

whether whole or partial, upon the whole or part of the contents of the “RAAFVVA and AFA VV Branch 

NEWSLETTER”.   Any member of the RAAFVVA, AFA VV Branch, or other veteran organisation or any interested 

party may submit articles, letters, and advertisements for publication in the NEWSLETTER.   The Committee and 

Publisher reserve the right to veto any such article, letter or advertisement. 

 
EDITOR:  RAAFVVA and AFA (Vic) VV Branch Committees                                            PUBLISHER:  Geoff Rose 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
 

 
 

Dear Colleagues, 
 
I’m sure we were all relieved to see a return to normal 
arrangements for the Anzac Day March, although the 
overall number of banners and marchers were reduced.   
This, in turn, led to our contingent leaving a little earlier 
than the advertised step-off time.  Our numbers were 
somewhat reduced (and we were pleased to accept an 
offer from the Australian Air Force Cadets to carry our 
banner) but our contingent was able to make the journey 
from Flinders Street to the Shrine almost without incident 
(one Branch member becoming unwell and needing a 
little assistance).  
 
After our usual reflection and wreath laying at our RAAF 
Vietnam Vets plaque adjacent to the Shrine, we were 
able to enjoy each other’s company at lunch in a relaxed 
setting at the Mail Exchange Hotel.   I’m sure our 
Newsletter Publisher, Geoff Rose, will have a 
photographic record of folk enjoying themselves  
 

Our next formal commitment will be the recognition of Vietnam Veteran’s Day on 18 August.  
We are expecting arrangements to return to normal (rather than the virtual service that was 
held last year).   Indeed, the VVAA is planning for this year to be significant and probably 
the last major gathering of the various VVAA Sub-Branches around the State making the 
journey to Melbourne to mark the occasion.   I will be attending the next VVAA State Council 
meeting in Echuca at the end of June where I’m sure that arrangements will be one of the 
major topics to be discussed.   
 
We were saddened last month to hear that Branch committee member, Ken Ewin (a former 
Airfield Defence Guard at Phan Rang in 1969-70), passed away suddenly on 2 May 2022.  
Committee members and others paid their respects and celebrated his life at a funeral 
service at St Brendan’s church in Flemington on 12 May.  
 
I do hope that members are keeping up to date with COVID (and ‘flu) vaccinations.  In spite 
of the lack of media coverage, the virus is still active in the community and I’m sure we all 
know someone who has had the disease.   It arrived in my household a couple weeks ago 
but my daughter successfully isolated herself at one end of the house and avoided passing 
it on.   I’m sure having up-to-date vaccinations played some part in this success story.   
 
Best Wishes to all. 
 
Chris Hudnott 
 
President 
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NOTICE BOARD 
 
 

Monthly Luncheon at the Mail Exchange Hotel 
 

Next monthly luncheon is planned for Wednesday, 15th June 2022, at the ‘MEH’, 688 Bourke St 
(corner of Spencer and Bourke St’s - directly opposite Southern Cross Station).   If you have not yet 
enjoyed the experience, gathering time is 1200-1230 and sit-down around 1300 hrs (unless someone 
is really hungry).   All members, partners and/or friends are welcome. 
 

 

 

NB: Neil Boulton, a hard-working 
Asst Secretary, requests that you 
please notify him by the Monday 
prior, of your intention to join us. 
 

This will enable a more accurate 
number to be passed to the hotel 
when making the monthly booking. 
 

Neil’s mobile:  0419 009 287  
Email: nboulton@bigpond.net.au 

 

Generally, our luncheons are planned for the third Wednesday of each month (except January, April 
and August).   However, any changes will be posted on AFA Vic’s website (Vietnam Veterans 
Branch), and by email, or individual phone call to members unable to access the internet. 
 

 
 

Our first gathering this year was held on Wed 16th March and it was good to see a reasonable number 
of smiling faces (although, there is always room for more).   Each attendee commented favourably 
on their meal and the friendly and efficient service of the MEH staff. 
 
Front L, clockwise to front R:  Ross Mathieson, Neil Boulton, Chris Hudnott, Gill Coughlan, Noela 
Rose, Geoff Rose, John Vansetten, John Elliott, Pieter Jongkryg and  Lloyd Knight. 
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Our Member, Alan White, has published a very informative and educational book. 
 

      
My website is www.theprostatezone.com and people can buy the book via my website or via 
www.amazon.com.   It is also available to download as an e-book.   The price via my website is $25 
plus $5 for postage.   I am happy to answer emails or take calls from anyone with any queries. 
Alan White on, Ph:  (03) 9598 1007, Mobile:  0407 617 800 or email:  alan@theprostatezone.com 
 

 

 

http://www.theprostatezone.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
mailto:alan@theprostatezone.com
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OUT AND ABOUT 

 
30th March 2022 

 

 
 

On 30th March 2022, the RAAF’s Centenary year was concluded most fittingly with the dedication of 
a new memorial at RAAF Base Point Cook.   The Base was first established in March 1913 and is 
widely acknowledged as ‘Birthplace of the RAAF’. 
 
The new memorial honours the 350,000 Australians who have served in the Air Force since 
1921 and, in particular, the 11,191 who have died serving their nation.   On special occasions, the 
memorial will also feature a vertical spotlight, to honour the 3,143 aviators who have no known grave. 

The memorial is made of sandstone and features a simple yet meaningful design that includes officer 
and enlisted rank insignia and a semi-circular shape, which completes the circle formed by the 
Australian Flying Corps Memorial on the opposite side of the parade ground.  

 

The new memorial is a special place to pause and reflect on what Air Force personnel have 
contributed to Australia throughout the past century and will undoubtedly achieve in the future.   It 
features the words ‘Then, Now, Always’ as a tribute to all Air Force personnel who have shown 
enduring support for our nation.    
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The Commemoration opened with a flypast by 100 SQN’s CAC Mustang, based at Point Cook.        
100 SQN was re-established, during the Centenary Year, as the Air Force Heritage Squadron.  
 

 

 
 

CAF AIRMSHL Mel Hupfeld and WOFF-AF Fiona Grasby unveiled the plaque at the monument 
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AFA National President, Carl Schiller, placed a wreath on behalf of all members 
 

Due to a continued threat of COVID infection and using the familiar ‘abundance of caution’, Air Force 
decided to restrict the number of spectators at this historic event.   However, some familiar faces, 
representing AFA (Vic), were spotted intently following the proceedings. 
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2022 

  

 
Return to ‘traditional’ ANZAC Day commemorations were greeted with a classic Melbourne Autumn 
day – cool morning, clear skies, gentle breeze, and a top temperature of 21 degrees.   An estimated 
50,000 people attended the Dawn Service at Melbourne’s Shrine of Remembrance, and many   
remained to gather along St Kilda Rd, to show their respect and appreciation of sacrifice and service, 
as the veterans and current ADF members proudly marched past. 
 
In commemoration of the 60th anniversary of Australia’s entry into the Vietnam War, three Vietnam 
veterans led this year’s ANZAC Day March.   AFA (Vic) Vietnam Veteran Branch member, David 
Grierson OAM, was granted the honour of representing RAAF Vietnam veterans. 
 

 
 

The three March Leaders:  David Grierson OAM, Gary Taylor OAM and Peter Liefman OAM, with 
their three current ADF ‘escorts’. 
 
Unfortunately, one complication became apparent early in the day – over expectation of participants 
in the March.   Form-up sites and step-off times had been planned for much larger numbers, but it 
was soon obvious, for whatever reason, most contingents were smaller than anticipated. 
 
As the March progressed, it became necessary to avoid large gaps and maintain continuous flow, 
by bringing step-off times forward.   RAAF Vietnam’s original form-up site was Collins St (East) and 
step-off time 1053 hrs.   At 1020, members who were gathering around our banner in Collins St, 
(thanks to Neil Boulton for bringing and setting up the banner early) were asked to form up and 
march into Swanston St.   We halted just short of the Flinders St intersection, fortunately, a position 
from where we collected a few more members, (on their way to Collins St).  We joined the March at 
1030 hrs, with a total of 20.   In comparison, 35 marched in last year’s ‘Covid-restricted’ event. 
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Though depleted in numbers, RAAF Vietnam Veterans marched proudly behind their banner, 
towards the Shrine.   In fact - everyone was headed towards the Shrine - including the Roulettes. 
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While gathering breath after the March, there was time for a quick chat and photo shoot, before 
heading down to the RAAF Vietnam plaque for our private remembrance service. 
 

 
 

Thankfully, AAF Cadets carried our banner to the ‘old oak tree’ where Alan White and Terry Farrell 
took over and ensured the banner remained upright during the service.   Initially, there was some 
‘frustration’, trying to keep new branches away from front of the banner, but eventually - we gave up. 
 

 
 

The oak tree obviously thrived during Covid lockdowns and with new growth, it clearly demonstrated 
strength, virility, confidence, and perseverance – a perfect symbol of all RAAF Vietnam veterans. 
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President Chris Hudnott and VP Max McGregor were both engaged with media commitments, so 
the short commemoration service was conducted by Committee member, Geoff Rose.   The 
gathering is to honour and remember all RAAF personnel who served in Vietnam, especially those 
who paid the ultimate sacrifice during the war, and those who have since passed on. 
 
Sadly, we lost  four members over the past 12 months:  Alan Reed, Kevin O’Neil, Brian Patten and 
Gareth Davis.   Also, on 02 May this year, Committee member Ken Ewin, passed away - losing to a 
terminal illness, which Ken had battled in his own private and quiet manner   May they Rest In Peace. 
 

 
 

Ex WRAAF member, Noela Rose, was called to lay the wreath on behalf of RAAF Vietnam veterans. 
 

 
 

After the service, words of ‘Ode to the Fallen’ were rekindled.   Truth is, “We that are left” ARE 
growing “old”.   Age DOES “weary” us, and the YEARS “condemn”.   We couldn’t even decide which 
route to the Mail Exchange Hotel, would be the easiest.  A brave ‘few’ walked back along St Kilda 
Rd to catch a tram at Flinders or Bourke St, others took a shorter walk to Park St to find a tram, while 
the remainder, simply waited until midday for trams to recommence down St Kilda Rd.  Those, unable 
to participate in the march were already at the MEH.   Clearly, time IS marching on – for all of us.   
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Photos on the previous page, clearly confirm that the 22 who attended the post-march lunch enjoyed 
the experience and were satisfied with their generous and well-presented meal. 
 
For the first time in many years, the traditional Aussie ANZAC Day game of ‘two-up’ was played - 
legally.  The MEH encouraged this new freedom and it was certainly popular with patrons.  Perhaps, 
a little noisier than an average lunchtime, but we were not bothered by their enthusiasm for the game. 
     

 
 

All eyes followed the pennies as the ‘Spinner’ tossed his two coins. 
 

 
 

Victorian Vietnamese Community members and their Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces veterans 
are actively involved in both ANZAC Day and Vietnam Veterans’ Day commemorations in 
Melbourne.  The veterans, proudly March behind their banners and flags, and afterwards gather to 
conduct a solemn remembrance service at their Plaque, which is situated not far from the RAAF 
Vietnam plaque.   These are survivors of  war in their homeland.   A war which also involved Australia.   
We honour and respect each other’s sacrifices and are deeply indebted to each other’s service. 



15 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 
 

C130A Hercules,  A97-214, had been on ‘external’ display at the RAAF Museum Point Cook for 
many years.   Sadly, outdoor elements took their toll, rendering the ‘old girl’ beyond economical and 
practical repair.   Consequently, with exception of the forward fuselage/flightdeck section, the aircraft 
was scrapped at Point Cook, during Feb 2022.   The surviving section was then generously donated 
to the National Vietnam Veterans Museum (NVVM), to be added to their collection on Phillip Island.  
 
IAS Fine Art Logistics planned and financed the move to Phillip Island, and Hi Haul Transport and 
Gows Cranes  collected the unusual load from Point Cook and transported it safely to the NVVM.   It 
was necessary to travel the ‘long-way-around’, via beach-side suburbs, as the bulky load was 
‘oversize’ to fit through Burnley Tunnel, also to avoid low power lines (and the Montague Bridge).   

On Tuesday 22nd March, the Herc’s forward fuselage arrived safely at Phillip Island, where NVVM 
members were delighted to accept delivery of the warmly welcomed gift.   Intention is to restore it 
and to allow visitors access onto the flightdeck to fully appreciate how big this aircraft was. 
 

  
 

Bob Woods, from the NVVM, informed that  despite  
outside appearance the section is in reasonable 
condition and can be restored.  His photo (right) 
shows work that has already begun, with the rear 
sealed and external, all polished and shiny. 
 

 
 

A97-214 in her ‘glory’ days (1959-78) 
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RAAF C-17 takes another Vietnamese peacekeeping rotation to Africa 
 

Story by Brian Hartigan, of ‘CONTACT’ online Military Magazine.   Website: aussiecombat.com 
(Not to be confused with AFA Victoria’s quarterly Newsletter of the same name) 

 
A RAAF C-17A Globemaster transported Vietnam People’s Army personnel, equipment and medical 
supplies to and from Juba, South Sudan in April and May 2022. 
 

 
 

Photo:  President of Vietnam Nguyễn Xuân Phúc (centre) and Australian Ambassador to Vietnam 
Robyn Mudie (centre right), farewell Vietnamese peacekeepers in Hanoi, deploying to the United 
Nations mission in South Sudan on a Royal Australian Air Force C-17A Globemaster III.   Also in the 
photo are United Nations Acting Resident Coordinator for Vietnam, Caitlin Wiesen-Antin (white scarf) 
and Vietnam’s Minister for National Defence Senior General Phan Văn Giang.  Photo supplied. 
 
President Nguyễn Xuân Phúc attended a farewell ceremony held in honour of the aircraft’s  departure 
from Hanoi, which marks the fourth time since 2018, that Australia has provided strategic airlift to 
Vietnam’s peacekeeping mission to the United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS). 

In recent years, Australia has supported Vietnam’s peacekeeping mission to the UNMISS through 
specialist peacekeeping training, equipment, as well as the strategic airlift support. 

A Defence spokesperson said Australia was committed to deepening bilateral ties with its regional 
and strategic partners, including the shared and growing peacekeeping relationship with Vietnam. 

“Australia is pleased to be strengthening peacekeeping cooperation with Vietnam by providing 
strategic airlift support to its peacekeeping mission in South Sudan,” the spokesperson said. 

“Australia and Vietnam’s cooperation on international peacekeeping further marks our shared 
commitment to ensuring global peace, security and stability. 

“Our deepening peacekeeping cooperation is a testament to the strength of our strategic 
partnership.” 

 
(When you think about it, it’s been 50+ years since we were there - and the times have changed.) 
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HEALTH and WELFARE 
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VALE 

 

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 

 

 
RAAF VIETNAM VETERAN 

  
          AFA (Vic) VV BRANCH MEMBER                            RAAFVVA MEMBER 

 
 

 
                

 
 

Kenneth “Ken” William EWIN 

2 SQN – Feb ‘69 to Feb ‘70 

02 May 2022 

 
 

 

   
 

LEST WE FORGET 
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On the Lighter Side 
 

How about some good old (non-sexist) jokes about the Missus? 
 

 

My wife says she is leaving me because I invade 

her privacy too often. 

Well, at least that’s what she’s written in her 

Diary. 
 

 

 

As we headed off on a ‘romantic’ holiday to Bali, we talked 

about what kinky things we’d like to do to each other.   My 

wife said, “I’ve always wanted to be hand- cuffed”.    
 

So, I planted a kilo of marijuana in her backpack. 

 

My partner walked into the Centrelink Office, trailed by our 15 kids. 

“Wow!”, the Social Worker exclaimed, “Are they all yours?” 

“Yep, they’re all mine”, she said, having heard that question a thousand times 

before.  Then said, “Sit down Terry”, and all the children rushed to find a seat. 

“Well, said the Social Worker, “You must be here to apply for a Benefit, but I’ll 

need all your children’s names.” 

“Ok, but I’ve kept it simple, all the boys are named Terry and the girls are named 

Terri.” 

In disbelief, the Social Worker questioned, “Are you serious – are they all really 

named Terry(i)?” 

“Yes, it makes it easier.   When it’s time to get them out of bed and ready for 

school, I just yell Terry, and when it’s time for dinner, I call out Terry, and they 

all come running.   If I need to stop one of them from running onto the road, I 

just yell Terry STOP, and they’ll all stop.” 

“Naming them all Terry is the smartest thing I’ve ever done”, said my partner, 

proudly.  

The Social Worker, a little puzzled, pondered the situation, then wrinkled her 

forehead and said, tentatively, “But what if you just want one of your children 

and not the whole bunch?” 

“That’s simple”, said my partner, “I just call them by their father’s surname.” 
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A newly promoted Squadron Leader, first name Roy, safely found his way home 

from a ‘pretty good’ Dining In Night at the ‘O’s.   He quietly slid into bed beside 

his sleeping wife and fell into a deep slumber.  

  
Next thing, he woke up, standing before the ‘Pearly Gates’, where St Peter said, 

“You died in your sleep Roy”. 
 

The young Squadron Leader was stunned, “I’m dead?   No, I can’t be!   I’ve got 

too much to live for.   Please send me back”. 
 

St Peter said sadly, “I’m sorry, but there is only one way you can go back.   You 

can go back as a chicken”. 
 

Ray was devastated, but begged St Peter to send him to a farm near his home.    

The next thing he knew, he was covered in feathers, clucking, and pecking the 

ground. 
     

He was not long there when a rooster strolled past.   “So, you’re the new hen?  

How’s your first day going?” 

 

“Not bad”, replied Roy the hen, “But I have this 

strange feeling inside, like I’m about to 

explode”. 

“Oh, you’re ovulating”, explained the rooster, 

“Don’t tell me you’ve never laid an egg before?”. 

“Never”, said Roy. 

“Well, just relax and let it happen.” says the  

rooster.   “It’s no big deal.”                                                                                                       

Roy relaxed, and a few uncomfortable seconds 

later, out popped an egg ! 
 

Roy was overcome with emotion.   It was his first 

experience of motherhood.  

  
He soon laid another egg – the joy was overwhelming. 

As he was about to lay a third egg, he felt a hard 

whack on the back of his head and heard a familiar 

voice…………. 
 
 

“ROY, ROY, WAKE UP - YOU’VE JUST P PED 

IN THE BED!!”  
                                          
                                          Well, we can’t win ‘em all. 
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TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS TO VIETNAM VETERANS ASSOCIATION 

VICTORIAN BRANCH INC. AND AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION VICTORIA 

WELFARE PATRIOTIC FUNDS 

DONATIONS 

Donations made by members of the RAAF VVAA Victoria Sub-Branch or the Vietnam Veterans 

Branch of the Air Force Association Victoria are tax deductible.   Donations    made to either 

Association Sub-Branch/Branch must indicate the gift is specifically for welfare.   (Renewal 

membership forms allow members to note their donation is for this purpose).  

 Donations received on this basis must be used for the welfare and support of veterans, and receipts 

will be issued for all donations over $2.00 received.   All money gifted for welfare purposes is 

welfare/veteran support directed, with your Associations and State Government accounting 

requirements strictly adhered to, and subject to annual audit. 

If you wish to adopt either or both Associations as your family charity, just make your cheque 

donation payable to the preferred Welfare Patriotic Fund.   For the RAAF VVAA Sub-Branch, 

forward your cheque to the Sub-Branch Treasurer.   For the AFA Vietnam Veterans Branch, forward 

the cheque direct to the Association Office Manager, PO Box 1038, Hawthorn BC, Vic 3122.   Your 

tax-deductible receipt will then be promptly returned.   Remember, even the smallest donation is 

appreciated. 

BEQUESTS AND LEGACIES 

Making a Will is recommended and is good asset planning.   It provides you and those for whom you 

care with financial peace of mind, ensuring security for your family, and enables bequests to be made 

to Charities/Associations representing your on-going interests. 

Bequests and Legacies are gifts of specified identified possessions or specified amounts of money 

gifted to an individual, group of people, or a charitable Organization or Association.   Please consider 

the Vietnam Veterans Branch or Sub-Branch of your member Association as a preferred charity.   

Remember, it is possible that at some future time assistance sought from your Association will be for 

the benefit of yourself or your family. 
 

   --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

OPEN ARMS - VETERANS and FAMILIES COUNSELLING  

(A Service Founded by Vietnam Veterans, now for all veterans) 

Normal Hours:    8640 8700 

Crisis Line (after hours)   1800 011 046 

DVA VICTORIA  

                Normal Hours:    133 254 

 Country/Regional:   1800 838 372 or 1800 555 254 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

In Hospital or Convalescing at Home?  
Like us to know about it and/or have someone to visit to assist or just chat? 
Name:…………………………………………………………………………………..….................. 
Address:……………………………………………………………………………………................ 
Preferred Contact details:……..…………………………………………………………................. 
 

Post or Email your request to the Secretary or give her a call on 040 850 3986 and we will try 

and arrange a visit on your behalf. 


