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‘G for George’ in pride of place in the Australians in Bomber Command gallery

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL REOPENS A
NEW CHAPTER

On 23 June 2026, the Australian War Memorial marked a significant
milestone with the official opening of its new Atrium and Anzac Hall, the
first major stage of the Memorial’s extensive redevelopment.

The ceremony was attended by veterans, serving Australian Defence Force personnel,
dignitaries and invited guests, recognising the Memorial’s continuing role as Australia’s
national place of remembrance.

The redevelopment has been undertaken to ensure the stories of Australians who have
served—from the First World War to contemporary operations, peacekeeping and
humanitarian missions—can continue to be preserved and shared with

future generations.

Among the Memorial’'s most treasured exhibits is G for George, the Avro Lancaster
bomber that completed 90 operational missions over Europe during the Second
World War.

The Memorial’s new ‘Australians in Bomber Command’ immersive gallery is complete,
with the iconic Lancaster bomber at its heart, telling the story of the courage, sacrifice

Continued on page 2
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Australian War Memorial Reopens a New Chapter (cont.)

and service of the 10,000 Australians who served in
Bomber Command - those who came home, those who did
not, and the families who carried their stories.

Another highlight of the reopening is the restored Aircraft
Hall, where several historic aircraft have been carefully
reinstalled. These include the Royal Aircraft Factory SEb5a,
Albatross D.Va, Deperdussin monoplane, Avro Anson
cockpit, North American P-51 Mustang, Hawker Sea Fury,
Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG-15 and Mitsubishi A6M Zero.

The Aircraft Hall also features Harold Freedman’s restored
Mural of Australian Military Aircraft (a story about which
appeared on Page 6 of our Autumn edition of Contact),
returned to public display for the first time since 1999.

LIAS WAR MEMORLAL FON
G for George, the Avro Lancaster bomber, completed 90 operational As visitors once again walk through the galleries, they are
missions over Europe during the WWII reminded that the aircraft, vehicles and artefacts are more

(Images courtesy Australian War Memorial) . . -
than museum pieces—they represent the service, sacrifice

and dedication of the Australians who wore the
nation’s uniform.

See more of the AWM’s Australians in Bomber
Command gallery here: https://www.facebook.com/
reel/1682900426370600

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

On 7th June, | was privileged to address a ceremony at the Shrine to commemorate the
deeds of Australians who served in RAF Bomber Command during WWII. They were
indeed an extraordinary generation of young Australians. The occasion reminded me of a
remarkable period in the history of the RAAF.

In April 1939, the strength of the RAAF was just 3,172 personnel. The following year it had
grown to 9,000. Nonetheless, in response to Britain’s call to contribute to the Empire Air
Training Scheme (EATS) and produce up to 40,000 aircrew for the RAF, Australia reacted
with vigour. There was no shortage of volunteers, but most had to wait up to 12 months
before being called up while airfields, infrastructure, aircraft, instructional aircrew, and

John Clarkson — President. AFA maintenance and administrative staffs were assembled. By April 1941, the RAAF had

Victoria. grown to 40,000 personnel and would peak at around 180,000 in 1944, an impressive
achievement indeed.

| also recently visited the Benalla Air Museum with a few of the ATC Branch boys to see a
display cabinet they had donated to the museum. This is their small contribution to help
preserve and display their many years of Air Training Corps memorabilia now housed at
Benalla. Harking back to EATS and the early years of WWII, Benalla was the site of No11
Elementary Flying School where 3,000 pilots were trained. It is well worth a visit.

To more routine matters, | attended the AFA Ltd (National) AGM at the back end of May
and am pleased to report that AVM Joe lervasi (Ret) has been re-elected president for
his third year. Also of note, our own, homegrown Peter Colliver marches on as honorary
national secretary/treasurer for another year. Peter’s contribution to AFA over a number of
decades now has been invaluable.

Continued on page 3
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Presidents Report (cont.)

The next day, we held our AFA-Vic AGM at our Camberwell Rd centre and | am pleased
to report that all directors were either re-elected or continue with their three year
appointments. My report to the AGM summarising our year can be found further on in this
edition of Contact. Enjoy the read.

John Clarkson

100 SQGN HONOURS PAST AND PRESENT GENERATIONS

A 102-year-old Second World War veteran has
reconnected with the Air Force squadron he served with
more than 80 years ago, in a moving reminder of the

enduring bonds between generations of service personnel.

Former wireless operator/air gunner Ted McConchie
served flying Beaufort aircraft with 100 Squadron and later
32 Squadron during the war, operating in the demanding
conditions of Papua New Guinea.

Current serving members of 100 Squadron had the rare
opportunity to spend time with Mr McConchie at his
Melbourne home recently, sharing stories and reflecting on
the squadron’s wartime legacy.

Commanding Officer 100 Squadron Wing Commander
Richard Brougham said the visit was a privilege for current
serving members.

“Having Ted still with us is incredibly special. He
represents the living history of our squadron, and the
chance for our people to sit with him, hear his stories and
honour his service is something we don’t take for granted,”
Wing Commander Brougham said.

Commanding Officer 100 Squadron Wing Commander Richard
Brougham, left, and 100 Squadron Warrant Officer Andrew Doyle, right,
sit with Ted McConchie to watch the Anzac Day

commemorations together.

As stories flowed between generations, Mr McConchie
offered firsthand insight into what it was like serving with
100 Squadron during wartime operations in

Papua New Guinea.

‘Moments like this remind us that service is bigger than any
one generation, and Ted’s story is part of the foundation

of 100 Squadron, and we are proud to continue honouring
that legacy.’

Following the dawn service at RAAF Base Point Cook

on Anzac Day, Wing Commander Brougham and 100
Squadron Warrant Officer Andrew Doyle spent time with
Mr McConchie, watching the Melbourne Anzac Day march
broadcast together.

In a further show of respect, volunteers from 100 Squadron
marched behind the Beaufort Association banner
alongside family members of former Beaufort aircrew
during the city march.

For Mr McConchie, seeing Air Force members honour
the legacy of those who served before them was deeply
meaningful.

‘It means a great deal to know the squadron still
remembers us. We were just doing our job at the time, but
seeing the younger generation carry on that tradition and
honour those who served is something very special,” Mr
McConchie said.

Wing Commander Brougham said maintaining the
connection between past and present generations of Air
Force personnel remained an important responsibility for
the squadron.

“Moments like this remind us that service is bigger

than any one generation, and Ted’s story is part of the
foundation of 100 Squadron, and we are proud to continue
honouring that legacy,” he said.

(Story courtesy Department of Defence)
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BIRD’S-EYE SURVEILLANCE ON THE SEAS

Maritime domain awareness missions are bringing P-8A
Poseidon crews from the recently re-established 12
Squadron to the Philippines.

The squadron’s March deployment highlighted Australia’s
longstanding commitment to operating alongside regional
partners and contributing to the collective security of the
Indo Pacific.

Royal Australian Air Force P 8A Poseidons from 11 and 12
Squadrons routinely deploy to the Philippines to maintain
visibility over some of the world’s most strategically
significant waterways and ensure continued free and safe
use of these routes.

Detachment Commander Squadron Leader Damien
Greaves said the P-8A missions involved going out to the
South China Sea and the Philippine Sea.

“Both bodies of water are of great interest to us, as well as
to the Philippines, and we conduct these missions to help
provide awareness in that area,” SQNLDR Greaves said.

The P 8A Poseidon is a long range maritime patrol aircraft
designed to operate across oceans.

A RAAF P-8A Poseidon aircraft at Clark Air Base in the Philippines.

Using a sophisticated suite of on-board systems, including
radars, an electro optical turret capable of high resolution
imagery, and an advanced acoustic system, the aircraft
provides a comprehensive picture of activity both on and
beneath the sea.

“We'll fly out to the area of interest, and use our sensors
to search for, track and locate any contacts we have,”
SQNLDR Greaves said. “We then collate that information
and generate a picture of the area we'’re operating in.”

Operating from Clark Air Base on the Philippine island of
Luzon enables the P 8A to depart with near maximum fuel
loads, supporting missions lasting eight to 10 hours,

or more.

SQNLDR Greaves said these deployments demonstrated
Australia’s commitment to maintaining regional security in
the Indo Pacific.

“During peacetime, that awareness ensures we're ready
to respond and assist should the regional security
environment ever change,” he said.)

(Images and story courtesy Department of Defence

DVA IMPROVES ACCESS TO TINNITUS TREATMENT

DVA is improving access to treatment to support earlier assessment and
evidence based care for those veterans suffering from tinnitus.

Affected veterans can receive support that helps them manage symptoms and improve

quality of life.

Tinnitus treatments are focused on helping people live well with the condition by reducing
its impact on daily life. They support people to better manage symptoms, build effective
coping strategies and continue everyday activities with greater comfort and confidence.

DVA will also provide access to new and emerging treatments as clinical practice
continues to evolve, ensuring veterans benefit from advances that improve quality of life.

Further information can be found at: https://www.dva.gov.au/news/latest-stories/improving-
access-to-early-assessment-and-treatment-for-tinnitus
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BOMBER COMMAND SERVICE HONOURED

Head of Military Strategic Planning, Air Vice-Marshal John Haly gives an
address during the Bomber Command ceremony held at the Australian
War Memorial in Canberra. Photos: Department of Defence

The 10,000 Royal Australian Air Force aircrew, ground
staff and members of the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force
who served in Bomber Command were honoured in a
ceremony at the Australian War Memorial in Canberra on
June 7.

Members of the public and serving personnel joined
veterans and their families to pay tribute to those who
served and those who did not return. The War Memorial’s
Roll of Honour lists the 4149 RAAF personnel who died —
3539 in operational squadrons and 610 in training units.

Head of Military Strategic Planning Air Vice-Marshal John
Haly delivered a commemorative address on behalf of the
Chief of Air Force. He said the story of Bomber Command
was not only a story of Australians but one of many nations
standing together, bound together by a common danger.

“For Australians serving in the Second World War, there
was no other theatre of war more dangerous than Bomber
Command,” Air Vice-Marshal Haly said.

“A tour meant 30 missions, but the losses were so severe
that, on average, crews flew only 16 before they
were gone.

“More than one in three Australians who served in Bomber
Command did not come home.”

This year marks the 85th anniversary of RAAF squadrons
commencing operations with the Royal Air Force’s Bomber

Command in World War II. At its peak in late 1944, Bomber

Command operated more than 80 squadrons.

For Australians serving in WWII, there was
no other theatre of war more dangerous than
Bomber Command.

Each year, Air Force members past and present gather at
the Bomber Command Memorial in the sculpture gardens
of the Australian War Memorial to remember those who
gave all.

Australia’s Federation Guard catafalque party mounts during the
Bomber Command commemorative ceremony held at the Australian War
Memorial in Canberra.

For Australians serving in the Second World War, there was
no other theatre of war more dangerous than
Bomber Command.

Among them was Air Vice-Marshal Warren Ludwig (retd),
president of the Bomber Command Commemorative Day
Foundation, which organises the ceremony each year in
partnership with the Australian War Memorial.

“The foundation is committed to honour and remembering
the service of Australians who served and sacrificed in
Bomber Command,” Air Vice-Marshal Ludwig said.

Bomber Command’s story during World War Il is one that
Air Vice-Marshal Haly said has united people from around
the world for 85 years.

“The nations who flew in those mixed crews — and the
nation we once flew against — now stand here together in
peace to remember,” Air Vice-Marshal Haly said.

“The alliance that was forged in the freezing dark of a
bomber’s fuselage is based on the same instinct that binds
us still: that we are safer, and better, standing together than
standing alone.

“That is their legacy, and our charge to keep.”

(Story & images courtesy Department of Defence)

Australia’s Federation Guard catafalque party dismounts at the

conclusion of the Bomber Command commemorative ceremony at the

Australian War Memorial in Canberra.
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ACROSS OUR BRANCHES, WE GATHERED TOGETHER TO

COMMEMORATE ANZAC DAY 2026.

GEELONG BRANCH BALLARAT BRANCH

At the Ballarat Anzac Day March (LtoR): Ballarat Branch President
Peter Dowling, Marilyn Marrows-Voullaire — daughter of distinguished
veteran Flight Lieutenant Dudley Marrows DSO DFC — together with two
local AFA Ballarat members and Kel Voullaire, marched in front of the
Sunderland 10 and 461 SQN banner, representing the Sunderlands

in Victoria.
AFA Victoria Communications Director, John Delia with granddaughter Front row: John Delia with granddaughter Marnie, Geelong member Ron
Marnie at the Geelong march. Bishop with family members.

SUNDERLAND BRANCH

The Melbourne March was well attended by some 16 Sunderlanders including for the first time, eight from the Mullins Family including Mr Michael
Mullins of Brighton, the sole surviving brother of Sergeant Russ Mullins—an airman from Yarrawonga who served and died with RAAF 10 Squadron
— Michael’s sons, Matthew and Andrew, along with his nephew, who carries the name Russ Mullins, and other Mullins family descendants including
John Mullins from Wangaratta, Michael Mullins from South Australia and Paul Mullins the son of the living Russ Mullins.
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ACROSS OUR BRANCHES, WE GATHERED TOGETHER TO

COMMEMORATE ANZAC DAY 2026.

RAAF RADAR
Members and family from RAAF Radar Branch gather following their Members and family from RAAF Radar Branch march behind their
Anzac Day march banner, led by WWII RAAF Radar veterans centenarians David

Westwood and Terry McMahon in RACV-provided cars.

WWII RAAF Radar veterans and centenarians, Terry McMahon (L) and David Westwood lead RAAF Radar members and family in the
Anzac Day march.

B24 LIBERATOR BRANCH

B24 Liberator Branch members and family members of ex B-24 B24 Liberator Branch President, Paul Rourke, laid a wreath on behalf
Squadron personnel marched behind the 24 Squadron banner of the B24 Liberator Branch and AFA Victoria, at the Anzac Day
in Melbourne commemoration in Werribee
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ACROSS OUR BRANCHES, WE GATHERED TO TOGETHER TO

COMMEMORATE ANZAC DAY 2026.

VIETNAM VETERANS BRANCH

Marching (in step!) along the path to the Shrine of Remembrance

L-R: AFA - Vic Pres John Clarkson, Alan White, Stephen Young, (Chris Dave Grierson and son Andrew joined Joe “Chick” Mercieca and his son
Hudnott and Trevor Thomas both did a great job kneeling), Peter Aaron in front of the Banner - the position from which they would lead
Raymant, Max McGregor, Russ Hately, lan Bailey and Dan Nebauer. our march.

On completion of our march, members headed down the western side of the Shrine to gather at the RAAF Vietnam Veterans plaque where President
Chris Hudnott conducted a short service with Chick Mercieca accepting the honour of laying our wreath.

PAGE 8



ANNOUNCEMENT FROM AUSTRALIAN WAR WIDOWS

INCORPORATED.

The national organisation of the Australian War Widows Incorporated (AWW
Inc.) has announced it will be closing on 30th June 2026.

In making the announcement, AWW confirmed that State branches in ACT, NSW, QLD
and WA will continue to operate and provide unwavering support to war widows
across Australia.

Official statement from AWW Inc is below:

“Since 2017, AWW Inc. has operated with five member states. Following the voluntary
winding up of AWW South Australia Incorporated in December 2025, AWW Inc. no longer
met the legal criteria required to maintain our status as an incorporated association.

Jessie Mary Vasey CBE (19

October 1897 — 22 September Over the past six months, we have worked tirelessly alongside our state branches to find
1966) was the founder and a viable solution to ensure the continuation of the national organisation. Regrettably, we
OPICGAS’CS’?Z,;’" the War Widows' Guild - haye been unable to find a sustainable path forward.

u. !

The national organisation was created by Jessie Vasey many years ago out of a critical
need to advocate on behalf of all Australian war widows at a federal level. While federal
advocacy remains vital, the landscape has evolved. Today, our state branches are fully
equipped to carry out this essential function.

Australian War Widows ACT, NSW (Families of Veterans Guild), QLD and WA will continue
to work collaboratively to advocate for, and support, war widows around the country. Your
voice will not be lost.

To our partners, colleagues and all those we have worked with over the decades:
Thank you for your enduring commitment to the Ex-Service community.
To our beloved war widows:

Jessie’s vision for war widows will continue. Thank you for your steadfast support. As we
close this chapter, we ask you to always remember our war widows’ motto - We all belong
to each other. We all need each other. It is in serving each other and in sacrificing for our
common good that we are finding our true life.”

Continued on page 10
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A PROUD HISTORY

The War Widows Guild of Australia was first established

in Victoria in 1945. New South Wales, Queensland, the
Australian Capital Territory, South Australia, Western
Australia and Tasmania were established in the years
following, with the core purpose always being to advocate
for and protect the interests of Australian war widows.

The national federation was proudly led by visionary

founder, Jessie Vasey CBE OBE, until her passing in 1966.

Following her passing, the leadership of AWW Inc. has
been drawn from its dedicated member states.

Over the decades, Australian War Widows Incorporated
has achieved incredible milestones for war widows around
the country—including the establishment of our nationally
commemorated War Widows Day.

You can read more about the Australia War Widows
organisation here.

YOU CAN CONNECT WITH THE STATE
OFFICES VIA THE CONTACT DETAILS
BELOW:

NSwW
02 9267 6577 | guild@fov.org.au

ACT

0418 622320 | actwarwidows@outlook.com
QLD

07 3846 7706 | admin@warwidowsgld.org.au
WA

08 9371 7470 | warwidowswa@bigpond.com

21 (CITY OF MELBOURNE) SQUADRON MARKS 90 YEARS

OF SERVICE

Members of 21 (City of Melbourne) Squadron have commemorated 90 years of service
with a series of events celebrating the unit’s heritage, people and enduring connection to

the community.

Anniversary activities commenced with a visit to the B-24 Liberator Museum in Werribee,
reflecting on the squadron’s World War Il heritage and the legacy of those who served

before them.

Celebrations continued at RAAF Base Williams, where members gathered for a
commemorative lunch and ceremonial cake cutting, symbolising the continuity between

generations of service.
21 (City of Melbourne) Squadron
Commanding Officer Wing
Commander Nikki Clements and

Squadron personnel also took part in a blood and plasma donation activity at the

Aircraftman Nicolas Pulcinella cut  Australian Red Cross Lifeblood donor centre in Werribee, reinforcing the unit’s

their squadron’s 90th birthday
cake.

commitment to service beyond operations.

Commanding Officer of 21 (City of Melbourne) Squadron Wing Commander Nikki
Clements said this was an opportunity to honour the past while reinforcing the squadron’s

role into the future.

“Marking 90 years provides an opportunity to honour those who have served before
us, while reinforcing the values, professionalism and commitment that define 21 (City of
Melbourne) Squadron today. As we look ahead, our people remain central to delivering
capability and supporting the communities we serve,” WGCDR Clements said.

21 (City of Melbourne) Squadron The anniversary culminated in a formal dining-in night at the RAAF Williams Combined

aviators at the Red Cross Donor
Centre after completing their blood

Officers and Sergeants Mess, bringing together current and former members, partners

donations. and distinguished guests, including the Governor of Victoria, to celebrate nearly a century

of service.

Retired Squadron Leader Bob Schouten — a former commanding officer (CO) and current

Continued on page 11
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AFA Victoria member — highlighted the importance of From its wartime origins to its modern-day contributions,

reconnecting with the squadron community. 21 (City of Melbourne) Squadron continues to embody a
legacy of service, adaptability and community connection

“A wonderful opportunity to gather with a great bunch of as it enters its 10th decade.

people, many of whom were my officers and troops from

my time as CO. Thanks for the privilege of sitting at the (Story and images courtesy Department of Defence)

top table and being able to help out with input for the 90th
birthday celebration,” Mr Schouten said.

AFA VICTORIA - ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

AFA Victoria’s Annual General Meeting was held on 28th of May. At the
meeting the following Board members were ratified for another two years:
Mr Andrew Blyth, Mr John Delia, Mr Chris Potter, Mr Max McGregor and Ms
Sandy Riley.

A further motion was put forward and subsequently ratified for the following members to
be appointed to the Board for a three-year period: Mr Daryll Topp, Mr John Clarkson CSC,
Mr James Allen, AIRCDRE Rowan Story AM RFD (Retd), Mr Reinhard Goschiniak.

AFA Victoria President, John Clarkson presented the following Annual Report to
the meeting:

The Air Force Association Victorian Division remains We have endeavoured to have a closer relationship
reasonably stable. with Air Force. On 11th November last year, we again

jointly hosted a very successful and well attended
Remembrance Day service, and we note the intent of
the recently signed, refreshed, MOU with Air Force. It
is too early to judge if it will make a difference to us.
More particularly, we are speaking routinely with History
and Heritage Branch to collaborate on input to the
divestment planning for Point Cook.

Overall membership numbers continue to slowly
decline. We currently have around 450 financial
members, down ten percent from last year. Numbers
are difficult to pinpoint as a good number do not
respond to initial renewal notices. Pleasingly, regional
branches at Geelong, Bendigo and Ballarat are vibrant
and have marginally increased membership. Vietnam

Veterans Branch is the largest branch with 70 members.
. Ten directors have an appropriate spread of skills. One

AFA-Vic financial position remains healthy, with rental director is an Army Vietnam Veteran Nasho; otherwise,
income from commercial property leases plus a DHA all directors are RAAF veterans.

property, share portfolio income, and the occasional

Victorian government grant more than covering our | regularly attend Deputy Commissioner DVA forums
programs. We are able to provide a level of welfare and engage with other Victorian based ESOs. These
assistance, but the demand is quite low. Income also forums coincidentally enable direct engagement with
enables the employment of one permanent The Victorian government department that deals with
staff member. veterans issues and the Victorian Veterans Council.

The Victorian government has recently released new
planning codes covering our premises in Hawthorn
East. This has potential in the medium term to provide
favourable circumstances for the profitable sale of the
complex of which we own 25%. This would then assist ~ ©Ur relationship to other ESOs and government

The division continues to make the most of Transition
Seminars held in Victoria. Unfortunately, more often
than not, the benefits we get are more to do with

our long-term goal of relocating to the Point Cook/ departments than with separating veterans. Overall, |
Werribee area to be closer to our demographic and believe the good name of the Air Force Association
volunteer base. is maintained.
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GENERAL INFORMATION CONTACT: EDITORIAL DATES

AFA VICTORIA BRANCH CONTACTS SPRING 2026

21SQN Mike Dance 0438764629 Contributions by: 31 August 2026
ATC/AAFC Hugh Tank 03 98773424 Publication: 21September 2026
B24 Liberat: Tony Mull 03 97414635
iberator ony Muller SUMMER 2026
Ballarat Peter Dowling 0418 281 775 Contributions by: 30 November 2026
Bendigo Reinhard Goschiniak 0419 375 160 Publication: 13 December 2026
Technical David Graham 0407 248 874
AUTUMN 2027
Geelong John Price 0415 077 805
Contributions by 1 March 2027
RAAF Radar Chris Harnath 0425 770 011 Publication: 19 March 2027
RAF Val Boyd 0428 174 070

WINTER 2027
Contributions by 28 May 2027
Publication: 18 June 2027

Sunderland SQNs Ricky Hattam 0418 994 759

Vietnam Veterans Chris Hudnott 0438 331 215

Williams (contact AFA Vic) 03 98134600

AROUND THE BRANCHES

The past few months have
been quite action-packed
for the Ballarat Branch, as
we wished to capitalise on
the preparatory work for
the 2025 Ballarat Heritage
Week, during which we
highlighted the airport with
the visit of the DC3.

The Ballarat Branch

has committed to the
preservation of the history
of Ballarat Airport and is a
part of the endeavour to be
“‘centenary ready” in 2041.
As Ballarat Airport expands
and is modernised, it is also
important that the remaining
buildings from the original
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World War Il training
airport are, at the
minimum, preserved.

On ANZAC Day, President
Peter Dowling marched

as usual in front of the
Ballarat Branch banner.
Peter is, in addition, the
President of the Sunderland
Branch, New South Wales
Air Force Association.

This year, he and Marilyn
Marrows Voullaire also
marched in front of the
Sunderland 10 and 461
SQN banner, representing
the Sunderlands in Victoria
this year.

Marilyn is the daughter

of distinguished veteran
Flight Lieutenant Dudley
Marrows DSO DFC of 461
SQN and Peter is the son of
Flight Lieutenant Kenneth
Littlejohn Dowling, who
passed through TWAGS
training course no. 6.

For the past 5 years, the Air
Force Association has been
proud to sponsor the Battle
for Australia Ball on the last
Saturday in August.

This year, once more the
ball will be held at the
Brown Hill Hall, featuring
Charlie Gaylard “Australia’s

Answer to Elvis”.

Anyone wishing to purchase
a ticket should contact Peter
Dowling (0418 281 775).

In April, we were proud to
celebrate the 90th birthday
of Dot Grundell who, along
with husband Kevin, attends

WANT TO KNOW MORE
ABOUT THE BALLARAT
BRANCH?

VISIT OUR BRANCH
PAGE ON THE AIR FORCE
ASSOCIATION VICTORIA

WEBSITE

Continued on page 13
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Ballarat Branch (cont.)

almost every monthly
luncheon. Kevin is one of
the six other nonagenarians
who regularly attend the
monthly social luncheons.

These include Keith
Pitman, Tom Roberts,

Bob McDonald, Margaret
Bennett and David Turner.
Ernie Chapman will join the

nonagenarians later in
the year.

Peter Dowling
President

Read the Ballarat
Branch latest
newsletter.

The Branch continues
to gather on the first
Thursday of each month
at the Geelong RSL for
a meeting, followed by
a bistro lunch. Branch
membership is stable
(around 25 memb ers),
with typical attendance
being around 15.

At the March meeting,
there was discussion on a
recent SBS documentary
titled ‘Australia’s Greatest
Con Man'’ regarding John
Friedrich, who headed the
Victorian Division of the
National Safety Council

of Australia (NSCA) in

the 1980s. Defence was
involved with NSCA at
various bases with respect
to SAR. Several branch
members recalled

that arrangement.

Rob Elings spoke of his
time at ARDU when it was
at Laverton and the time
they were experimenting
bombing with Canberra
aircraft. A mishap caused
that experiment to be
moved to Avalon which
was less settled then.
Garry Jarvis recalled the
incident as he was also then
resident at ARDU.

At the April meeting, Rick
Hattam, President of the
AFA Sunderland Branch
(and regular attendee at our
Geelong Branch meetings)
presented to us on the
RAAF career of his father,
Mr Ricky Hattam:

At our May meeting,
members related their
ANZAC Day activities
around the region (and, in
the case of Bob Schouten,
in San Francisco). At

the main proceedings in
central Geelong, members
(in some instances
accompanied by family
members) marched behind
our refurbished branch

Ricky Hattam was born in Maldon, Victoria.

After the outbreak of World War I, Ricky
commenced PLT training at 1FTS at RAAF PCK but
during his training he accepted common wisdom
that at age 24 he was too old to be a PLT. But he
remained RAAF-focused and joined the EATS and in
1941 went to Canada for wireless operator/gunnery
training. He graduated at SGT rank in November,
and then it was off to UK.

Ricky’s Atlantic-crossing convoy lost 11 ships

to U-boats. But he made it and commenced
conversion training to Sunderlands. After successful
completion, now FSGT Ricky was posted in Oct 42
to RAAF 461SQN, the ANZAC SQN because it was
raised on 25 Apr 42. [Note: Presenter Rick said his
dad was a 1st generation Sunderlander, he was a
2nd generation and the AFA Sunderland Branch has
3rd generation Sunderlanders join them at Anzac
Day marches.] The SQN motto is: They shall not
pass unseen.

After flying a number of operations, he was moved
to another SQN aircraft. Less than three weeks later
his initial aircraft and crew were lost. Promotion

to WOFF came in May 43. More operations and

two other occasions where he was lucky not to be
on SQN aircraft that crashed. In late 1943 WOFF
Ricky Hattam was commissioned. A range of
postings involving training and admin tasks followed
before posting back to AUS in 1945. [461SQN was
disbanded in Jun 1945 ]

In 1946, Ricky was posted to 6SQN operating

Avro Lincoln bombers. However, his family was in
Melbourne, and he contemplated resigning. With the
Malayan Emergency imminent, and having had three
lucky escapes, he did ‘pull the pin’ in February 1949.

GEELONG BRANCH

banner. Thanks to Garry
Jarvis for manufacturing
the new poles and
banner attachments.

Bob Schouten related

his recent attendance

at the Dining-In Night at
RAAF Williams to mark
the 90th Anniversary of
21 Squadron. VIP Guests
included Governor of
Victoria and Commander
Combat Support Group.

Bob Brackin gave a
fascinating presentation
on his recent trip to the
Antarctic, via Chile, Bolivia,
Argentina and Falkland
Islands: an adventurous
and scenic holiday for Bob
and his wife.

Special guests at our

May meeting were two
daughters (Sue and Helen)
of George Gourley, a former
AFA Geelong Branch
President (from the 1970s),
George joined the RAAF in
1941 and became a PLT,
graduating in 1942

at Uranquinty.

George left the Service
in 1946 with the rank of
Warrant Officer, aged 24
years. He had a range
of postings including
operations (11SQN and
113SQN in support of Z
Force) and training. As
well as serving in Australia,
George spent time in
Borneo, Philippines, and
Celebes. Some aircraft
he flew were: DH8 (Tiger

Continued on page 14
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Geelong Branch (cont.)

Daughters of George Gurley
presented an inspiring Quilt of
Valour to the Geelong Branch —
one of 5000 Quilts of Valour made
by volunteers and distributed
around Australia — but the only
quilt depicting the RAAF.

Moth); CAC Wackett (PLT
and wireless air gunnery
trainer); CAC Wirraway;
Avro Anson (Faithful Annie);
and the PBY Catalina.

Sue and Helen distributed
their dad’s miniature medals
for inspection, his logbook,
some RAAF and AFA
badges plus a wonderful
photo of George as a SGT
PLT (on graduation) and
WOFF PLT (on discharge).
They said that George
didn’t talk much within the
family about his war service

but they both remembered
running around their
backyard playing with his
leather PLT goggles.

Sue and Helen presented
the branch with an

inspiring Quilt of Valour
(QoV) depicting the RAAF
(pictured). It is one of 5000
Quilts of Valour made by
volunteers and donated
around Australia. Helen and
Sue advised that this QoV is
the only one depicting the
RAAF. Numerous quilters
contributed to making the

quilt around Christmas
2025. On the reverse side
of the quilt are labels

in memory of their

father, George.

John Price OAM
President, Geelong Branch

WANT TO KNOW MORE
ABOUT THE GEELONG
BRANCH?

VISIT OUR BRANCH PAGE ON
THE AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION
VICTORIA WEBSITE

What a memorable
Anzac Day 2026 turned
out to be for our Branch.
Weather was almost
picture perfect and our
Newsletter Publisher and
roving cameraman, Geoff
Rose, will no doubt be
including some evidence
of our participation in the
March to the Shrine of
Remembrance (just as
well - as | understand that
the ABC TV livebroadcast
of the event had technical
problems).

Our gathering in Flinders
Street began at 0830 and
after a little shuffling with
other units, we eventually
made our way to the
step-off point in Swanston
Street where the March
Marshallers did some clever
marshalling and were able
to insert an RACV vehicle
immediately after

our banner.

Another feature of our line-
up was that the less mobile
members of our Branch

(Dave Grierson and former

Enjoying a post-March lunch at the Mail Exchange Hotel are L-R: Pieter
Jongkryg, Chris Hudnott, Stephen Young, Max McGregor Noela Rose,
Neil Boulton, Geoff Rose, John Vansetten, Charlie Downes

and Mike Lewino.

Branch President, Chick
Mercieca) were strategically
positioned in front of the
banner - which was well
received by the spectators
along the route.

With the March complete,
we gathered at our tree and
plague at the Garden of
Remembrance for a photo
opportunity. and after a
short service around our
plague we made our way to
the newly opened (and very
convenient) Anzac Station
to travel to our lunch at the

VIETNAM VETERANS

Mail Exchange Hotel.

Our well-attended
Branch lunch in one of
the function rooms in the
hotel ensured that wewere
somewhat isolated from
the enthusiastic 2-up
competitors, but we were
able to enjoy the music
provided by the City of
Melbourne Highland Pipe
Band who made their
annual pilgrimage to the
MEH to entertain
the customers.

Continued on page 15

Waiting to step off outside Flinders Street Station
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Vietnam Veterans Branch (cont.)

All'in all, a very successful
day. We now look forward
to Vietnam Veterans Day
in August.

Chris Hudnott

President

WANT TO KNOW MORE
ABOUT THE VIETNAM
VETERANS’ BRANCH?

(Ed.Note: you can see more

Vietnam Veterans Branch

Anzac Day photos on Page 8)
VISIT OUR BRANCH PAGE ON

THE AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION
VICTORIA WEBSITE

Joe “Chick” Mercieca, along with son Aaron. Chick is one of the four
Foundation Members of the RAAF Vietham Veterans Association,
established in 1984, which later became a sub-branch of VVAA Vic and
since 2025 is now the RAAF Vietnam Veterans Branch of AFA Victoria.

VALE

It is with the

greatest respect
and fond memories, The following members have passed away since our last publication.
we remember our May they rest in peace.
colleagues who
have passed on Mr Charles Fewtrell RAF BrancCh ...........ccccoooiiiii 13 Apr 2026
before us. Mr Eric BIliNGham RAF BranCh ........ccccceriereroorrieorsise oo oo 22 Apr 2026
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