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Welcome to the first edition of Contact for 2024.

Earlier this month, Daryll Topp and I attended the first of 
three ADF Transition Seminars to be held in Victoria this 
year. We had a number of enquiries at the event about 
the purposes and affairs of the Air Force Association; we 
also had fruitful discussions with like-minded Ex Service 
Organisations about co-operating in a meaningful way 
on various member support initiatives. What is evident is 
that the Air Force demographic has evolved substantially 
from the days many of us became familiar with regarding 
“married patches”, base life and mess life. It is this fact 
alone that causes the directors of AFA-Vic to continually 
discuss and debate matters of our location, purposes and 
activities which, of course, always need to bear in mind 
our reliance on volunteer time. To this end, I invite anyone 
with some time they would be happy to contribute to the 
Association’s operations to please make contact.

Related to this topic, I wish to advise you that one of 
our directors, SQN LDR Lee Stanway, has tendered her 
resignation from the board. As a serving member with 

John Clarkson – President, AFA 
Victoria.

On 19 February, we commemorated the 82nd anniversary of the bombing of Darwin in 1942.  
Continued on page 10 (Image source: Australian Geographic)
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many demands on her time, I very much appreciated the 
currency and wisdom of her counsel. Thank you Lee for 
your valuable contributions to our work. Please travel with 
our best wishes.

By the time you read this the ANZAC Day commemorations 
will be imminent. This year, early advice is that RAAF 
Vietnam and AFA-Vic have been assigned similar positions 
in the Melbourne Order of March to the placements last 
year. If you intend marching, please keep an eye out for 
when the order of march is formally issued. I will endeavour 
to pass this to you. Be aware that last year many of the unit 
associations listed no longer march so expect the march to 
become more contracted as the years pass. Any member 
or associate who wishes to march with the AFA banner is 
most welcome. 

I would also like to report that we have rationalised our 
library to some extent and have, as a result, some books 
which are surplus to our requirements. We also have some 
aircraft prints for which we have no space to hang and 
display. The books and prints are available for interested 
members to browse and collect at no cost if interested. 
Please drop in.

To close, I hope you enjoy reading this edition of Contact 
and stay well.

John Clarkson
President

President’s report. (Cont.)

‘THE COST OF DOING BUSINESS’ - THE STORY OF MILITARY AVIATION 
SAFETY IN AUSTRALIA

The Cost of Doing Business: Military Aviation Safety in Australia 1914 – 2022, written by Squadron Leader 
Barrie Bardoe.

Continued on page 3

A new book ‘The Cost of Doing Business: Military Aviation Safety in Australia 1914 – 2022’ by 
Squadron Leader Barry Bardoe of the Defence Aviation Safety Authority (DASA), tells the story of 
Australia’s tumultuous path to becoming a global leader in military aviation safety. 

Squadron Leader Bardoe 
said that when he began 
working on the book, a 
narrative of drama and 
strong personalities 
emerged, which isn’t what 
the subject matter might 
imply.

“The story of what has 
gone on behind the scenes 
to deliver on capability 
needed to be told and the 
more I immersed myself in 
it, the more compelling that 
became,” he said.

The first military aviation 

flight occurred on March 
1, 1914, when Lieutenant 
Eric Harrison took to the air 
in a Bristol Boxkite at Point 
Cook. Although that flight 
ended uneventfully, flying 
was halted later in the day 
after a dog lunged at the 
rotating propeller. The fate 

of the dog is not recorded, 
but the propeller had to be 
replaced, suggesting the 
first casualty was a canine. 

Australia then became 
involved in World War 1 and 
military aviators suffered 
casualty rates similar to 
infantry at more than 40 per 
cent. 

With the establishment of 
the Royal Australian Air 
Force (RAAF) in 1921, 
Australia received an 
‘Imperial gift’ of aircraft and 
equipment that formed the 
basis of the new force, but 
the inter-war years were 
most often defined by a 
poor safety record. 

Aircraft such as the SE5a 
– the first fighter aircraft 
of RAAF – were already 
obsolete and every flyable 
airframe crashed. 

Some crashed multiple 
times, such as one with the 
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BOMBER COMMAND DFC VETERAN INSPIRES A SQUADRON

Bomber Command veteran and Distinguished Flying Cross recipient, 101-year-old Ray Merrill, recently 
presented RAAF Base Edinburgh’s 462 Squadron with a special gift.

Ray Merrill holds a photo of his crew next to Air Commodore Adrian Maso (L), while Wing Commander Mark 
Sweet holds the letter signed by Eisenhower, at the RAAF Base Edinburgh Officers’ Mess. 

Ray Merrill has donated 
framed photographs, a 
biography and a signed 
letter written by General 
Dwight Eisenhower, 
Supreme Commander of 
the Allied Expeditionary 
Force in Europe during the 
Second World War (and 
later the 34th president of 
the United States), which is 
now on permanent display 
in the Officers’ Mess.

Flight Lieutenant Robin 
Karumba, from 462 
Squadron, said the 
mementos will inspire 
aviators visiting the mess, 
and remind them of the 

Continued on page 4

‘The Cost of Doing Business’ - The Story of Military Aviation Safety in Australia. (Cont.)

serial A2-13. That lived up to the superstition about the 
number ‘13’ by crashing every year except 1923 until it was 
finally scrapped in 1926. 

“Sometimes the carnage took on a darkly surreal aspect 
such as when a pilot crashed and killed his future father-
in-law, then recovered, regained his wings, and crashed 
again this time killing himself,” Squadron Leader Bardoe 
said. 

“His fiancée’s grief can hardly be imagined.

“When the Duke of York visited in 1927 for the opening of 
Parliament House in Canberra, there were two separate 
and fatal crashes – one of which occurred only 600 metres 
from him. 

“He must have wondered if the colonials could be trusted 
with aircraft.” 

Ultimately, it was safety issues that ended the command of 
the ‘Father of the RAAF’ Sir Richard Williams.

From this difficult beginning, the RAAF briefly became 
the world’s fourth largest air force at the end of World 
War 2. With the onset of the jet age in the 1950s, attrition 
rates of 25 per cent and sometimes as much as 50 per 
cent became a fairly common global norm. It was often 
described as ‘the cost of doing business’ and was widely 
accepted by air forces across the world. 

From the Australian perspective, a period of very high 
losses in the late 1980s and early 1990s triggered massive 
change, ultimately leading to alignment with a global safety 
convention in 2016 and the emergence of DASA.

Director General of DASA Air Commodore Joe Medved 
described mas providing an entertaining and much 
needed record of Australia’s military aviation safety journey. 

“The present generation of aviators may not be aware of 
past lessons nor the rationale for our current approaches, 
so it is important to contextualise contemporary aviation 
safety practices,” Air Commodore Medved said. 

“The book is written in a style that will engage non-
expert audiences just as much as those from an aviation 
background, providing a better understanding of the trials 
and tribulations required to achieve the strong safety 
performance that we have come to expect in the modern 
environment.”

The Cost of Doing Business is available for download 
from the DASA website: https://dasa.defence.gov.au/sites/
default/files/AW-Military-Aviation-Safety.pdf

(Story courtesy of the Department of Defence)

https://dasa.defence.gov.au/sites/default/files/AW-Military-Aviation-Safety.pdf
https://dasa.defence.gov.au/sites/default/files/AW-Military-Aviation-Safety.pdf
https://dasa.defence.gov.au/sites/default/files/AW-Military-Aviation-Safety.pdf 
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Bomber Command DFC Veteran Inspires A Squadron (Cont.)

AFA Victoria’s Catalina Branch committee has made the difficult decision to wind up Branch activities 
and become a dormant branch of the Air Force Association. 

CATALINA BRANCH WINDS UP ACTIVITIES

service and sacrifice of those who served during the war.

‘It was a great opportunity to compare and contrast the 
evolution of Air Force culture after having Ray share his 
experiences with his old unit,’ FLTLT Karumba said.

‘Ray’s escapades and ability to relate to aviators who have 
a different mustering made him the most interesting person 
in the room.’

Born in Port Augusta, Ray Merrill enlisted in the RAAF 
on ANZAC Day 1943, at age 20. After completing his 
training, he deployed to Britain as a tail gunner, flying 
Lancaster and Stirling aircraft with the Royal Air Force’s 
218 Squadron.

He completed 36 missions for Bomber Command on 
various operations, including Operation Glimmer, which 
supported D-Day by tricking German forces into thinking 
the landings would occur at Calais rather than Normandy.

During one mission, incendiary bombs crashed into Ray’s 
aircraft from a plane above. Showing immense courage, 
he jumped from his position and quickly freed the bombs 

from the fuselage, throwing them out of his aircraft. For this 
action, he was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross 
(DFC), representing ‘skill and fortitude in operations against 
the enemy’.

Ray missed the opportunity to receive the award from 
the King at Buckingham Palace due to another ‘priority’. 
His favourite greyhound had the inside track in a race at 
Sheffield and was unbeatable. The dog won but left Ray 
in trouble with his Commanding Officer for failing to go to 
Buckingham Palace. He eventually received his DFC in 
Australia.

462 Squadron honours Ray on a daily basis, with a 
conference room named after him. Commanding Officer 
462 Squadron Wing Commander Duncan Scott said 
seeing Mr Merrill was a reminder of the squadron’s 
heritage.

‘It gives us the need to honour the service and sacrifice of 
our past serving members,’ he said.

(Story courtesy of the Department of Defence)

The Catalina Club was formed in 1946 with branches in 
each state of Australia.

The club members were ex-servicemen who served in 
flying boat units in World War 2. The units included the 
Catalina Flying Boat Squadrons, Air-Sea Rescue Flights, 
training units, Flying Boat Repair Depots and Marine 
Sections.

The Catalina Clubs held reunions, fund raising functions 
for the widows and children of the deceased Catalina men 
and participated in Anzac Day Marches.

By 2010 many of Catalina men had passed away and 
this led to the closure of most of the Catalina Clubs. The 
Victorian club was the only one still operating and it was 
altered to become the Catalina Branch of the Air Force 
Association (VIC).

At the same time the World War 2 veterans all stood down 
and new committee members took over. Sadly, 2023 saw 
the passing of our last World War 2 veteran from the Branch 
– Mac Ford, who was also our immediate Past President. 

Continued on page 5
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Catalina Branch Winds Up Activities (Cont.)

Catalina Branch President, Ken Scott with Catalina Branch Patron, 
GPCAPT Annette Holian.

Our final participation in the Melbourne ANZAC Day March 
was last year - 2023 - as well as our final Shrine Pilgrimage.

One prized asset of the Catalina Branch is the Catalina 
Banner which has featured in the ANZAC March since 
World War 2, the Shrine Pilgrimages and many other 
functions. 

OUR BANNER LIVES ON 

The committee did not want the Catalina banner to remain 
unseen in the storage area of a museum, so the decision 
was made to donate the banner to the Flying Boat Museum 
at Lake Boga (15 km from Swan Hill, Vic). The museum 
has a restored Catalina and many Catalina and other flying 
boat items of interest. 

The banner was officially donated to the museum on 30th 
November 2023 by Catalina Branch President Ken Scott 
to David Mark representing the museum. Catalina Branch 
Treasurer, Jenny Newton, and committee member, John 
Ford – both their fathers were Catalina pilots in World War 
2 - also attended. Also attending were Catalina supporters, 
Honi Scott and Thelma Ford and Museum Manager, 
Markeeta Blair.

The museum intends to prominently display the banner 
after receiving professional advice on its conservation.

The Catalina Branch has been well supported by a number 
of people and groups over the years. 

The Patron of the Catalina Branch is GPCAPT Annette 
Holian, Shrine Governor and orthopaedic surgeon. 
GPCAPT Holian has been an excellent patron and was 
received most warmly by the veterans. Our very special 
thanks to Annette for her commitment and support of the 
Catalina veterans over many years.

As part of its program to pair schools with veterans 
group to retain awareness of ANZAC Day and other 
commemorative events, the Shrine of Remembrance 
paired our Catalina Branch with Wesley College (St Kilda 
Road Campus). The Catalina Branch has very much 
appreciated the participation and support of Wesley 
College at important commemorative events such as 
ANZAC Day and Shrine Pligrimages.

The Branch Committee would also like to give special 
thanks for the support received from AFA Victoria Secretary, 
Barbara Stallard, and past and present Office Bearers.

Ken Scott

President – Catalina Branch

www.raafa.org.au

For all national Air Force Association 
news visit our website!

https://www.raafa.org.au
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RAAFVVA - AN END OF AN ERA AND NEW BEGINNINGS

In February 2024, the Sub-Branch of the VVAA (Vic) and the Vietnam Veterans Branch of AFA Victoria 
held their AGM and, significantly, their last combined meeting.

Continued on page 7

THE FOUR FOUNDATION MEMBERS

During the early 1980s, the concept of a ‘RAAF Vietnam 
Veterans Association’ (RAAFVVA) was a regular topic of 
discussion between four enthusiastic RAAF members, who 
cheerfully held ‘routine’ gatherings at their SGT’s Mess in 
South Melbourne.

WHY DID RAAFVVA SEPARATE FROM VVAA VIC AND 
CLOSE AS A SUB-BRANCH?

2012 was a significant year for the RAAF Vietnam Veterans 
Association. At that time, the Association had close ties 
with the VVAA (Vic) as a Sub-Branch but the committee 
saw a limited future for the VVAA with the increasing age 
of Vietnam veterans and the RAAF VVA was seeking 
alternatives by which members could continue their original 
goals. Communication with AFA Victoria had commenced, 
and with 92.5% support from RAAFVVA members, the new 
Vietnam Veterans Branch was established on 1 Jan 2013. 

From 2013 until now, Committee members continued as a 
VVAA (Vic) Sub-Branch, to maintain a ‘bridge’ between the 
two Associations. 

Vietnam Veterans Branch President, Chris Hudnott 
explained, “Our committee members have worn a ‘second 
hat’ as members of the VVAA but time rolls on, we are all 
getting older (and wiser) and we took the decision to begin 
the process of separating from the VVAA some 12 months 
ago.

“It has been important to wind down this connection in 
a controlled way and in accordance with the VVAA (Vic) 
document ‘Under our Own Control’ which stresses the 
need for Sub-Branches to take the time to ensure that 

RAAFVVA Committee (L-R): Andy Lapins, Chris Hudnott (President), 
Geoff Rose, Gill Coughlan (Secretary), Graeme Dodd, Peter Raymant, 
John Vansetten (Treasurer), Neil Boulton (Asst Secretary), Neil Morgan, 
and Max McGregor (Vice President)

L-R: Rob O’Brien, Joe ‘Chick’ Mercieca and ‘Snow’ Coughlan, proudly 
display their badges, following presentation from then President Lee Scully..

all administrative matters are addressed in an orderly 
manner.”

At the 2024 (Combined) AGM, it was announced that all 
legalities had been finalised – the bridge was closing. 
Chris Hudnott attended the VVAA State Council on 24 
Feb, as an observer, to advise that RAAFVVA members 
would not be renewing membership, thus officially closing 
the Association. (With no restriction on individuals joining 
another VVAA Vic Sub-Branch.)
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End of An Era - RAAFVVA (Cont.)

1984 – 1991:  
John ‘Snow’ Coughlan CGM

1993 – 1995 
Joe “Chick’ Mercieca

1996 – 2000 
Tony Wheal

2007 
Brendan Lynch

2010 - 2015 
Lee Scully

1992  
Rob O’Brien

2001 - 2006 
Graeme Dodd OAM

2008 – 2010 
Nick LeRay-Meyer AM

2015 – 2017 
Gareth Davis

2017 - 2024 
Chris Hudnott 

‘Snow’ Coughlan, ‘Chick’ Mercieca, Rob O’Brien and Tony 
Pahl, all agreed it would be a very worthy project. With 
enthusiasm and dedication, their plan became a reality – 
RAAFVVA was born!

At the 2013 RAAFVVA AGM, the four ‘Foundation 
Members’ were officially recognised for their initiative and 
determination. The three in attendance (unfortunately, 
Tony Pahl, was unable to be there, but received his later) 
were called forward to receive their individual, ‘Foundation 
Member’ badge.

PAST PRESIDENTS OF RAAF VVA

It goes without saying that while the members were the 
lifeblood of the RAAFVVA, the past Presidents were the 
backbone.
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2023 DUDLEY MARROWS MEMORIAL TROPHY DINNER

Cpl Darren Malyon being presented with the Dudley Marrows Memorial 
Trophy as the 2023 winner by 10 Sqn CO, Wing Commander Marija 
Jovanovich, 

Descendant Sunderlanders with the Dudley Marrows Memorial Trophy 
awardee: (L to R) John Mackellar, Pam Urquhart, Peter Dowling, CPL 
Darren Maylon, CO 10 Sqn, WGCDR Marija Jovanovich, Marilyn 
Marrows-Voullaire, Prue Anthony, Tim Jensen, Ricky Hattam. 

10 Squadron members and Sunderlanders gather for the 2023 Dudley 
Marrows Memorial Trophy Dinner.

Rick Hattam, AFA Victoria Sunderlander Branch Secretary, had the 
honour to share the story of his father 401562 FLTLT Ricky Hattam MID. 

The 2023 Dudley Marrows Memorial Trophy Dinner was held on Wednesday 6 December 2023 in 
the Air Force Room at the Navy, Military and Air Force Club in Adelaide, and Sunderland Branch 
Secretary, Rick Hattam, was there.

This year marked the 74th Sunderlanders Dinner, which 
was originally established by the Air Force Association 
NSW Branch.

The three nominees for the 2023 Dudley Marrows Memorial 
Trophy were all technical specialists (TECO’s) and each 
demonstrated FLTLT Dudley Marrows’ values of Courage, 
Integrity, Compassion and Leadership.

The three nominees were SGT Perry Williams, CPL Darren 
Maylon and LAC Robert Kohler.

CPL Darren Malyon was the recipient of the Dudley 
Marrows Memorial Trophy, which was presented by 10 Sqn 
Commanding Officer, Wing Commander Marija Jovanovich 
- herself a previous winner of the Trophy. 

Following the award, Rick Hattam (AFA Victoria 
Sunderlander Branch Secretary), had the honour to present 
the story of his father 401562 FLT Ricky Hattam MID - a 
traditional part of the evening where a Sunderlander 
descendant traditionally shares the story of their 
Sunderlander father.

The dinner was a great success with attendees enjoying a 
marvellous meal and lively conversation.
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WELL-DESERVED RECOGNITION FOR LONG-SERVING VIETNAM 
VETERANS BRANCH SECRETARY

AFA Victoria Vietnam Veterans Branch President, Chris Hudnott presents 
retiring Branch Secretary Gil Coughlan with a Certificate of Appreciation.

Retiring Branch Secretary Gill Coughlan has been acknowledged with a Certificate of Appreciation 
for her outstanding service to the RAAF Vietnam Veterans Association and AFA Victoria Vietnam 
Veterans Branch.

At the conclusion of the Vietnam Veterans Branch Annual 
General Meeting in February this year, Branch President 
Chris Hudnott presented the award to Gill Coughlan who 
was retiring as Branch Secretary, citing “her work on the 
RAAF Vietnam Veterans Association/Air Force Association 
Vietnam Veterans Branch Committee and, in particular, her 
outstanding service as Branch Secretary”. 

Gill has been associated with Vietnam Veterans for many 
years – particularly supporting husband John ‘Snow’ 
Coughlan CGM - a founding member of the RAAF Vietnam 
Veterans Association and Vice President in 2001. Gill was 
not shy in encouraging many of the wives of members 
to actively support the group and the ladies were often 
featured in newsletter photographs enjoying each other’s 
company at social gatherings. 

2013 was not a good year for Gill as Snow sadly passed 
away in April, but Gill continued her active involvement with 
the veterans and attended the annual Vietnam Veterans 
Day Service (18 August) at the RAAFVVA plaque close to 
the Shrine of Remembrance. Reverend George Ashworth 
attended this service and was a great comfort to Gill at a 
difficult time. 

At the end of 2013, to supplement the educational 
bursaries established by the RAAF Vic Foundation/
RAAFVVA earlier that year, the branch introduced 
the ‘Snow Coughlan Encouragement Award’ and Gill 
presented the first award to Kaitlyn Wright in February 
2014. 

In 2016, Gill volunteered to act as Assistant Secretary for 
the Branch and with the retirement of Rick Holmes later 
that year, Gill assumed the role as Secretary. Gill has 
carried out the duties and responsibilities in an exemplary 
and caring manner for the last 8 years. 

After receiving the framed certificate, Gill, never at a loss 
for words, responded:

“Chris, to you and the rest of the committee and our 
members in general, thank you for all the support you’ve 
given me over our period together. I’m going to miss you 
like crazy, but I’ve enjoyed every minute.”

Chris hastens to add that although Gill has officially retired 
as Secretary, she is still as keen as ever to remain on the 
committee to continue helping in any way she can. 

Thank you Gill.

STAY IN TOUCH
If you have not received a broadcast email 
from us recently, or if you’ve changed 
your email or postal address, please let us 
know by contacting office@afavic.org.au or 

calling us on 03 98134600

mailto:office%40afavic.org.au?subject=
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REMEMBERING THE 82ND ANNIVERSARY OF THE BOMBING OF 
DARWIN

On the 82nd anniversary of the bombing of Darwin, we honoured and remembered those who served, 
those who lost their lives and those whose lives were forever changed.

The Bombing of Darwin Memorial commemorates the Japanese bombing attacks on Darwin and all 
subsequent air raids on the Northern territory from 1942-1943.

On 19 February 1942, Australia faced its first direct attack 
on home soil during the WWII when Darwin became the 
target of Japanese bombing raids.

In early 1942, Darwin was used as a military base and as 
a transit point for forces and aircraft being sent to Timor, 
Ambon and Java in the Netherlands East Indies (modern 
Indonesia) before these islands fell to the Japanese.

The first attack of 188 naval aircraft at 9.58 am was from 
a Japanese fleet that included two battleships and four 
aircraft carriers that would invade Timor 24 hours later. 
The raid on Darwin was designed to hinder Darwin’s 
potential as a base to launch a counter-offensive and also 
to damage Australian morale. The first attack lasted 40 
minutes. 

Air raid alerts were not sounded until just before the first 
wave of aircraft appeared over Darwin. Nine of ten United 
States Army Air Force Kittyhawk fighters were destroyed – 
four in the air, four trying to take off and the ninth destroyed 
on the ground. Three Allied naval ships and five merchant 
ships were sunk and another ten ships were damaged. 

Most of the 280 or so people killed that day were victims 
of the first wave, mainly Allied service personnel, merchant 
seamen and wharf labourers in and around Darwin 
harbour.

The first attack lasted 42 minutes with the second wave 
coming just over an hour later. This time the RAAF base 
was the main target. Six RAAF servicemen were killed and 
nine aircraft on the ground were destroyed. Most of the 
base’s buildings were destroyed or damaged. Civilians in 
the township also died during the attacks, including several 
killed when the Post Office and a bomb shelter next to it 
received a direct hit.

Northern Australia endured almost 100 raids over the 
course of the Second World War including Broome, 
Townsville, Horn Island and Wyndham, with 64 raids in 
Darwin alone, but none as devastating as 19 February.

Read more about the attacks on Australia in 1942 on the 
Anzac Portal

https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/wars-and-missions/world-war-ii-1939-1945/events/australia-under-attack-1940-1945/air-raids
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Painting by acclaimed Australian maritime and aviation artist,  
Ray Honisett (1931-2109) depicting the Japanese bombing raid on 
Darwin Harbour. (Image source: The Australian War Memorial London)

Scenes of destruction during the first Japanese air raid on Darwin 
harbour on 19February 1942 (Image source: The Australian War 
Memorial London) 

Exterior of ruined buildings of the Darwin hospital damaged after being 
hit by Japanese bombs during air raids on 19 February 1942. (Image 
source: Australian War Memorial)

One of the bombed hangars at Darwin aerodrome following the 
Japanese bombing raid on Darwin on 19 February 1942 –(Image source: 
Australian War Memorial)

A Japanese aerial photograph taken during a reconnaissance flight over 
Darwin (Image source: The Australian War Memorial London) 

Damage to Darwin Harbour showing ships sunk in the first wave of 
bombing on 19 February 1942. (Image source: Australian War Memorial)

REMEMBERING THE 82ND ANNIVERSARY OF THE BOMBING OF 
DARWIN
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PUBLIC CONSULTATION SOUGHT ON VETERANS’ LEGISLATION 
REFORM 

The Government has announced the 
commencement of public consultation on 
proposed changes to simplify veterans’ 
entitlements, compensation and rehabilitation 
legislation.

This important body of work is the next step in responding 
to the recommendations of the Royal Commission into 
Defence and Veteran Suicide’s Interim Report.

The Government is seeking comments on the draft 
Veterans’ Entitlements, Treatment and Support 
(Simplification and Harmonisation) Bill 2024 that, if passed 
by Parliament, will reform more than a century of veteran 
compensation legislation.

The Bill would implement a ‘single Act’ model with the 
following core elements:

•	 An improved Military Rehabilitation and 
Compensation Act (MRCA) where all new claims for 
compensation and rehabilitation will be considered 
under the improved MRCA; and

•	 Closing the Veterans’ Entitlements Act 1986 (VEA) 
and the Safety, Rehabilitation and Compensation 
(Defence related claims) Act 1988 (DRCA) to new 
claims for compensation and rehabilitation, with 
grandparenting of already approved VEA/DRCA 
compensation payments.

The proposed changes will see the MRCA enhanced for 
various entitlements, including:

1.	 the introduction of a new Additional Disablement 
Amount (ADA), similar to the Extreme Disablement 
Adjustment (EDA) available under the VEA. Like 
EDA, the ADA would compensate veterans who 
are Age Pension age or older and who have a 
high degree of incapacity due to service-related 
conditions.

2.	 the introduction of ‘presumptive liability’, which 
means the Repatriation Commission would be 
able to specify injuries and diseases that can be 
determined on a presumptive (in other words – 
automatic unless proven otherwise) basis where 
they are known to have a common connection with 
military service.

3.	 consolidation of household and attendant care, 
travel for treatment, and retention of automatic 
granting of VEA funeral benefits in the MRCA.

4.	 an increase to $3,000 for funeral allowance for 
previous automatic grant categories under the 
VEA, and the availability of reimbursement of 
funeral expenses up to $14,062 for all service-
related deaths. the availability to all veterans of the 
higher travel reimbursement amount, regardless of 
kilometres, when a private vehicle is used to travel 
for treatment.

5.	 standardisation of allowances and other payments, 
including acute support packages, Victoria Cross 
and decoration allowances, education schemes, 
prisoner of war ex gratia payments, and additional 
compensation for children of severely impaired 
veterans.

6.	 enhancement of the Commission’s ability to grant 
special assistance to veterans and their dependants.

Submissions will be accepted until 28 April 2024.

More information on the proposed legislation changes, 
and opportunities to provide feedback can be found here – 
www.dva.gov.au/legislationreform.

www.facebook.com/raafavic/

https://www.dva.gov.au/legislationreform
https://www.facebook.com/raafvic/
http://www.facebook.com/raafavic/
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AFA VICTORIA BRANCH CONTACTS
21SQN 	 Mike Dance	 0438764629

ATC/AAFC 	 Hugh Tank 	 03 98773424

B24 Liberator 	 Tony Muller 	 03 97414635

Ballarat 	 Peter Dowling 	 0418 281 775

Bendigo 	 (contact AFA Vic) 	 03 98134600

Catalina 	 Ronald Kirk 	 03 98193527

Technical 	 David Graham 	 0407 248 874

Fighter SQN 	 (contact AFA Vic)	  03 98134600

Geelong 	 John Delia	 0408 054 122 

Gippsland 	 (contact AFA Vic)	  03 98134600

Melbourne WAAAF 	(contact AFA Vic)	  03 98134600 
(3xA)

RAAF Radar	 Chris Harnath	 0425 770 011

RAF 	 Val Boyd 	 0428 174 070

Sunderland SQNs 	 Ricky Hattam 	 0418 994 759

Vietnam Veterans 	 Chris Hudnott	 0438 331 215

Williams 	 (contact AFA Vic) 	 03 98134600

CONTACT: EDITORIAL DATES

WINTER 2024 
Contributions by 27 May 2024 

Publication: 14 June 2024

SPRING 2024 
Contributions by: 30 August 2024 
Publication: 13 September 2024

SUMMER 2024 
Contributions by: 29 November 2024 

Publication: 19 December 2024

AUTUMN 2025 
Contributions by 28 February 2025 

Publication: 14 March 2025

GENERAL INFORMATION

RSL VICTORIA TO ESTABLISH VETERANS’ AND FAMILIES’ HUB IN 
THE SURF COAST AND GEELONG

RSL Victoria has been awarded a $5.445m grant to establish a new Veterans’ and Families’ Hub with 
satellite services across the region.
The Hub will be centrally located in Geelong and will have 
major satellite sites at the Torquay and Queenscliff RSLs, 
servicing both the Bellarine and the Surf Coast. 

Veterans’ and Families’ Hubs deliver integrated support 
to veterans and families and improve access to local 
services which may include wellbeing support, advocacy, 
employment and housing advice, social connection and 
physical and mental health services.

Veterans’ and Families’ Hubs are open to all current and 
former serving Australian Defence Force (ADF) members, 
including reservists and their families.

For more information about Veterans’ and Families’ Hubs, 
visit www.dva.gov.au/vfhubs

GAME OF DOMINOES
AUSTRALIA’S SECURITY AND THE COLD WAR 

1947-1991 

13 & 14 APRIL 2024 

The 5th Biennial Two-Day Conference 
of 

Military History and Heritage Victoria Inc. 

13 – 14 April 2024

Waverley RSL in Melbourne.

mailto:gilly4346%40gmail.com%20?subject=
https://www.dva.gov.au/vfhubs
https://afavic.org.au/1454/images/Game_of_Dominoes_Australias_Security_and_the_Cold_War_1947-1991__1.pdf
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VETERANS CARD NOW AVAILABLE FOR VICTORIAN VETERANS

The Victorian Government has introduced a 
digital Veterans Card in recognition of the service 
of all current and former Australian Defence Force 
members.

The Veterans Card, introduced in August 2023, entitles all 
past and present ADF members living in Victoria to a range 
of benefits and discounts and benefits including:

•	 $100 off light vehicle rego

•	 Free trailer and caravan registration

•	 Free marine licence

•	 Fishing licence exemption

•	 Free transport on ANZAC and Remembrance Days

•	 Veteran employment programs

Anyone living in Victoria who has served or is currently 
serving in the Australian Defence Force is eligible for the 
Veterans Card – Victoria.

Eligible members of the veteran community can apply 
through either the Service Victoria website or the Service 
Victoria app on their smahe rtphone.

For more information or to apply visit: https://service.vic.
gov.au/services/veterans-card-victoria

PREMIER’S SPIRIT OF ANZAC PRIZE - 
APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN

The Spirit of Anzac Prize encourages Victorian Year 9-12 
students to explore the Anzac legacy post-World War I and its 

relevance in our diverse, multicultural 21st society. 

Prize recipients and teachers have joined study tours exploring sites of 
military and historical significance throughout Europe, Southeast Asia and 

Australia.

Established in 2005, more than 500 students have been awarded the Prize. 
In November 2023, 12 students were awarded the prize and embarked on a 

trip to Türkiye to retrace the steps of the Anzacs.

Applications close: 5pm Monday 29 April.

Scan the QR code for further information  
or go to www.vic.gov.au/soap

https://service.vic.gov.au/services/veterans-card-victoria
https://service.vic.gov.au/services/veterans-card-victoria
https://service.vic.gov.au/services/veterans-card-victoria
https://www.vic.gov.au/soap
https://www.vic.gov.au/soap
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VIETNAM WAR US ARMY PILOT RECEIVES MEDAL OF HONOUR 
AFTER 55 YEARS.

HAVE YOU READ THE LATEST 
EDITION OF WINGS?

Wings is the official publication of the Air Force Association

Click here to access the online version

This is the story of the late US Army pilot First Lieutenant Larry Taylor whose acts of bravery in 
Vietnam finally earned him the Medal of Honour - 55 years later. 

Presenting Mr Taylor with his medal last year, US President Joe Biden said: “You did something extraordinary - you 
rewrote the history of four families for generations to come.” 

Larry Taylor passed away in January 2024, – his obituary below honours his bravery.
(Source: The Times)

https://wingsmagazine.org
https://wingsmagazine.org
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BURSARY AWARDS

At its AGM on 18 February, the Vietnam Veterans Branch once again presented Educational Bursaries 
and Encouragement Awards to two deserving AFA Victoria family members. 

AFA Victoria President, John Clarkson (L) and Vietnam Veterans Branch President, Chris Hudnott (R) present Charlize Long with her bursary and the 
Lee and Ellen Scully Encouragement Award.

In announcing the educational Bursary and 
Encouragement Award recipients, Vietnam Veterans’ 
Branch President Chris Hudnott noted that coincidentally, 
both recipients this year were daughters of Air Force 
Nursing officers. He thanked the students for their 
applications and wished them well in their studies and 
future careers. 

AFA Victoria President, John Clarkson presented a bursary 
to Charlize Long and Chris followed this with the Lee and 
Ellen Scully Encouragement Award, with an explanation of 
the origin of the award included with the certificate. 

AFA Victoria Immediate Past President Max McGregor 
presented the second bursary to Eloise Potter. Chris then 
invited Gill Coughlan to present the John ‘Snow’ Coughlan 

CGM Encouragement Award to Eloise and noted that 
a short description of Snow’s gallantry in Vietnam was 
attached to the certificate. 

The Air Force Association - Victoria provided funding for 
the bursaries and will continue supporting the Vietnam 
Veterans Branch with this long-standing and important 
initiative.

The first bursaries were awarded in February 2010 and 
since then have assisted almost 40 young students of Air 
Force veterans with their education or training endeavours. 

You can read more about the educational Bursaries and 
Encouragement Awards here.

:AFA Victoria Immediate Past President, Max McGregor (L) and Gill Coughlan (R) present Eloise Potter with her bursary and the John ‘Snow’ 
Coughlan CGM Encouragement Award.

https://afavic.org.au/content/1128/bursaries
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AROUND THE BRANCHES

BATTLE FOR AUSTRALIA BALL PLANNING UNDERWAY
Each year, the last Saturday in August is booked for the Ballarat Air Force Association Ball. 

BALLARAT BRANCH

Ballarat’s annual Battle for Australia Ball has been held for the past 4 
years and is always a sell-out!

The event takes a whole 
year in the planning, as 
it is largely the effort of 
volunteers, mustered and 
co-ordinated by the tireless 
friends of our association, 
Ann and Rob Petty.

This year will be the fourth 
year the ball has been 
held to commemorate the 
Battle for Australia date 
and to provide a social 
event for members of 
the association and their 

families and friends. Keen, 
talented and less talented 
ballroom dancers flock to 
the event, which has to be 
capped in numbers and is 
inevitably sold out weeks in 
advance. Local businesses 
have been supportive with 
donations to make attractive 
door and raffle prizes.

Last year our entertainment 
had a change of pace with 
local Elvis Tribute artist 
Andrew Portelli belting 

Ballarat AFA President Peter 
Dowling with Rob Petty

Continued on page 18

WANT TO KNOW MORE 
ABOUT THE BALLARAT 

BRANCH?

VISIT OUR BRANCH 
PAGE ON THE AIR FORCE 
ASSOCIATION VICTORIA 

WEBSITE

Local Elvis Tribute artist Andrew 
Portelli worked his magic at the 
2023 Ball.

out the numbers for us. 
Perennial favourites ‘The 
Pacific Belles’, who graced 
us with their presence for 
the first two years, will return 
once more for the 2024 Ball. 

For further information 
about the Battle for Australia 
Ball, please contact Ballarat 
Branch Secretary, Sue 
Alexander at ballarat.afa@
gmail.com

The Bendigo Branch would like to welcome all 
branches to the New Year. But let me finish off 
2023 before we start the New Year with vigour, 
ambition and enthusiasm.

BENDIGO BRANCH

The Bendigo Branch held our annual Christmas Lunch at 
the Victoria Hotel, Elmore, Victoria on Thursday December 
7. We had a great roll up with 26 members, including 
wives, partners and girlfriends attending. Unfortunately, we 
weren’t able to have our usual Carollers leading us into our 
favourite Christmas Carols. A monster raffle was organised 
and most of us walked away with at least one Christmas 
present.

https://afavic.org.au/content/769/branch-ballarat
https://afavic.org.au/content/769/branch-ballarat
https://afavic.org.au/content/769/branch-ballarat
https://afavic.org.au/content/769/branch-ballarat
https://afavic.org.au/content/769/branch-ballarat
https://afavic.org.au/content/769/branch-ballarat
https://afavic.org.au/content/769/branch-ballarat
https://afavic.org.au/content/769/branch-ballarat
mailto:ballarat.afa@gmail.com
mailto:ballarat.afa@gmail.com
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ATC/AAFC 

Happy New Year and Best 
Wishes for good health 
everyone as we head into 
2024.

 With it still being very early 
days in the year, news from 
within our Branch is rather 
scarce and almost at the 
point of being non-existent 
at this stage. However, 
our branch does have the 
pleasure of welcoming our 
new Associate Member 
Julie Seregin.

Julie is the wife of our 
branch member Peter 
Seregin who was an ex-
ATC cadet with 11 Flight, 

Footscray and joined 
our branch during last 
year. Julie has been 
accompanying Peter 
regularly at our monthly 
luncheons at the Box Hill 
RSL and we hope that they 
continue to enjoy being 
members of our branch.

Our first Friday luncheon for 
2024 was held on the 2nd 
of February and whilst our 
usual number of attendees 
was down to just 15 on this 
occasion, it was another 
good, relaxing day for being 
amongst good friends.

On Sunday the 15th 
of October, during my 
absence, our Branch 
Vice President:- Peter 
Wilson, Secretary, Hugh 
Tank and Treasurer, Tony 
Synhur attended Box Hill 
RSL’s Annual “Presidents’ 
Afternoon” which is an 
annual event to say “thank 
you” to their various 
internal RSL groups in 
recognition of their efforts 
and assistance with unpaid 
work carried out during the 
preceding 12 months.

Also in attendance on the 
day was Delegate, John 
MacDonald attending & 

representing as a member 
of the Whitehorse Sub-
Branch of the National 
Servicemens’ Association of 
Australia. (Vic. Div.)

Laurie Bell.
President

WANT TO KNOW MORE  
ABOUT THE ATC/AAFC 

BRANCH?

VISIT OUR BRANCH PAGE ON 
THE AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION 

VICTORIA WEBSITE

Bendigo Branch (Cont.)

WANT TO KNOW MORE 
ABOUT THE BENDIGO 

BRANCH?

VISIT OUR BRANCH 
PAGE ON THE AIR FORCE 
ASSOCIATION VICTORIA 

WEBSITE

BRANCH AGM 

Our AGM was held on Thursday 1st February at the 
Kangaroo Flat RSL facilities, Kangaroo Flat Bending. There 
were no surprises when it came to the election of Office 
Bearers with the following members being re-elected to 
Office:

Peter Simmons PSM/JP		 President
Richard Henson			  Senior Vice President
John McCosker OAM		  Vice President
Blair Michael			   Treasurer
Reinhard Goschiniak		  Secretary
Greg Verity			    Membership Office
Delegates to the Presidents’ Forum – Reinhard Goschiniak 
& John McCosker OAM

CITY OF BALLARAT EX-PRISONERS OF WAR 
COMMEMORATION – BALLARAT

It was a beautiful Sunday morning for the commemoration 
of such an important and emotional event in Australian’s 
military History, when some 800 odd visitors (estimated 
by officials) paid their respects to the estimated 36,000 
Australian men and women who were held as Prisoners of 
War, in either Europe or East Asia.

The ceremony was well attended by special guests and 
dignitaries, including the Governor General His Excellency 
General David Hurley AC, DSC (Retire), the PM, and 

8/7 Infantry Battalion Royal Victoria Regiment’s Catafalque Party & 
Reinhard Goschiniak with the RAAFA Wreath

distinguished guest such 
as John Munro, Major 
General David McLachlan 
AO (Mil) (Ret’d), and Dr 
Rob Webster OAM, State 
President RSL Victoria. Our 
Bendigo Branch was also 
well attended.

Reinhard Goschiniak
Secretary

https://afavic.org.au/content/758/branch-atc-aafc
https://afavic.org.au/content/758/branch-atc-aafc
https://afavic.org.au/content/758/branch-atc-aafc
https://afavic.org.au/content/758/branch-atc-aafc
https://afavic.org.au/content/758/branch-atc-aafc
https://afavic.org.au/content/758/branch-atc-aafc
https://afavic.org.au/content/758/branch-atc-aafc
https://afavic.org.au/content/755/branch-bendigo
https://afavic.org.au/content/755/branch-bendigo
https://afavic.org.au/content/755/branch-bendigo
https://afavic.org.au/content/755/branch-bendigo
https://afavic.org.au/content/755/branch-bendigo
https://afavic.org.au/content/755/branch-bendigo
https://afavic.org.au/content/755/branch-bendigo
https://afavic.org.au/content/755/branch-bendigo
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VALE

The following members have passed away since our last publication. 
May they rest in peace.

Mr Norman Dole | Bendigo Branch...................................................................... 26/12/2023
Mr Stanley Kellett | Ballarat Branch.......................................................................16/01/2024

It is with the 
greatest respect 

and fond memories, 
we remember our 
colleagues who 
have passed on 

before us.

Lest We F orgetLest We F orget

WANT TO KNOW MORE  
ABOUT THE VIETNAM 
VETERANS’ BRANCH?

VISIT OUR BRANCH PAGE ON 
THE AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION 

VICTORIA WEBSITE

As pre-empted in the 
last Branch report, the 
Vietnam Veterans Branch 
has completed the 
administrative requirements 
for our separation from 
the Victorian Branch of 
the Vietnam Veterans 
Association of Australia.

The welfare funds have 
been transferred to the Air 
Force Association – Vic 
Welfare Patriotic Fund 
and with the assistance 
of current and former 
committee members, our 
records collected over the 
last 23 years have been 
collected, digitised and 

handed to the VVAA -Vic. 
A copy of these records 
has also been given to 
the AFA -Vic office for 
safekeeping as they detail 
a history of our Branch. On 
24 February, I attended the 
State Council meeting of 
VVAA Vic in Bendigo (as an 
observer) and was invited 
to address the Victorian 
Sub-Branch delegates on 
how our Closure Plan had 
been administered. This 
was of interest to delegates 
as other Sub-Branches 
are expected to close in 
the next few years as their 
membership ages.

VIETNAM VETERANS 

Our AGM was held on 18 
February and prior to the 
start of the meeting, we 
were delighted to present 
Educational Bursaries 
(funded by Air Force 
Association (Vic)) and 
Encouragement Awards 
(funded by individual 
Branch committee 
members) to two young 
ladies who are to begin 
tertiary education this 
year. Both awardees are 
daughters of former Air 
Force Nursing officers. 
(Please see the story in this 
edition of contact on our 
Bursary awards.) Our next 

Branch Newsletter will have 
coverage of this important 
Welfare initiative which has 
been in place since 2010.

Chris Hudnott
President

https://afavic.org.au/content/756/branch-vietnam-veterans
https://afavic.org.au/content/756/branch-vietnam-veterans
https://afavic.org.au/content/756/branch-vietnam-veterans
https://afavic.org.au/content/756/branch-vietnam-veterans
https://afavic.org.au/content/756/branch-vietnam-veterans
https://afavic.org.au/content/756/branch-vietnam-veterans
https://afavic.org.au/content/756/branch-vietnam-veterans
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