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RAAF F/A-18F Super Hornet aircraft during a serial during Ex Pitch Black 26

EXERCISE PITCH BLACK

Exercise Pitch Black returned to the Top End from 20 July to 7 August,
bringing over 100 aircraft and personnel from 21 allied and partner nations
to exercise together, and strengthen regional and global interoperability.

This is the RAAF’s largest international exercise featuring complex, combat-like
scenarios across one of the largest military training areas in the world over a three-week
period.

Exercise Pitch Black 26 Commander, Air Commodore Matt McCormack said the
biennial exercise strengthens our relationships with our allies and partners through air
combat integration in challenging scenarios

“Exercise Pitch Black 26 is vital for the preparedness and collective security of both
Australia and the region”, Air Commodore McCormack said.

Participating aircraft and nations for Ex Pitch Black 26 include Australia, Brunei, Canada,
Fiji, Finland, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, Papua
New Guinea, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Singapore, Spain, Sweden, Thailand, UK
and the US.

Continued on page 2
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Ex ercise Pitch Black (cont.)

A Spanish Air Refuelling Operator refuels two RAAF F/A-18F Super
Hornets from a Spanish Air and Space Force Airbus A330 Multi-Role
Tanker Transport aircraft during Ex Pitch Black 26.

RAF Voyager KC.MK2 refuelling a RAAF No.6 Squadron EA-G Growler
during a mission over northern Australia during Ex Pitch Black 26

Chief of Air Force, Air Marshal Stephen Chappell, DSC, CSC, OAM and
Chief of Staff of the Indonesian Air Force, Air Chief Marshal M. Tonny
Harjono, conduct a joint sortie in a RAAF F/A-18F Super Hornet and a
Indonesian Air Force (TNI-AU) T-50i Golden Eagle aircraft, during Ex
Pitch Black 26

THE HISTORY OF EXERCISE PITCH BLACK

Air Force has a long history of conducting air exercises
in the Northern Territory, including the High-series of
exercises in the 1960s and the Top-series in the early
1970s, many of which involved integration with the United
Kingdom'’s Royal Air Force and the Royal New Zealand
Air Force.

The name ‘Pitch Black’ is believed to refer to the emphasis
on night-time flying over large unpopulated areas during
these early exercises, although the exercise was not
conducted on moonless nights as some have suggested.

Exercise Pitch Black was first held from RAAF Base
Williamtown in New South Wales in June 1981 as a 3-day
air defence exercise with ‘attacking’ aircraft flying from
RAAF Bases Amberley and Richmond. It was held there
again in July 1982.

Exercise Pitch Black was then held at RAAF Base

Darwin for the first time over 9—13 May 1983. It included
RAAF Mirage Il fighters and F-111C strike jets as well as
international participation from the United States Air Force.

Over the exercise’s history, more than 20 nations have
travelled to Australia to participate along with two
international contingents (NATO and Multinational
MRTT Unit).

Community engagement was also an important (and
ppular) part of Exercise Pitch Black 26, with th local
community taking the opportunity to see participating
aircraft in the air and on the ground, and meet
military personnel

For a brief video of Ex Pitch Black 26 provided by the
Department of Defence, please click on the link below:

https://images.defence.gov.au/assets/Home/
Search?Query=20260807aps8210213_PBK26_end_ex

VNR.mp4

(Image and information sources courtesy Department of Defence)

A RAAF F/A-18F Super Hornet aircraft conducts an air-to-air refuelling
serial with a RAAF KC-30A Multi-Role Tanker Transport, during Ex Pitch
Black 26.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

John Clarkson — President, AFA
Victoria.

I have two main issues to report on that have been bubbling along in
recent times.

The first is the government’'s May budget announcement to place a $5,000 limit on Allied
Health Services for veterans from 1 July 2027. This measure understandably attracted a
fair bit of criticism from the veteran community. | have previously informed you of progress
with this matter, most recently through passing on a media release from the Veterans
Affairs Minister’s office. This indicated a change in messaging from the previous “limit” to
a “review threshold”. DVA commenced a (belated) consultation process and outlined a
proposed model to implement the policy. The public push-back continued. As we go to
print, | note that the government has now scrapped the proposal altogether. My thanks to
those who contributed to the argument for fair treatment of veterans. It is a pity you had to
go through this.

The second topic is the Department of Defence’s plan to divest seven properties in
Victoria, in particular Point Cook. No doubt the future of Victoria Barracks in St Kilda

Rd will also be watched closely by many of you. The notion of retaining Point Cook in
government ownership, managed by a public trust, is gaining quite broad support. The
departments of Defence and Finance are managing a series of public consultations

for many of the sites, and Defence has been given till no later than the end of next year
to have firm plans in place for relocation of people and assets. Some sites will move
much quicker but | don’t expect Point Cook to be one of those. The bottom line is that
Point Cook, alone amongst the 67 national sites, has National Heritage protection which
applies obligations regardless of who owns or controls the site. And, while on this topic, |
would like to express my gratitude to AFA-Vic member Mark Pilkington’s tireless efforts in
progressing the case for a public/community trust.

| hope you enjoy the range of articles and information presented in this edition of
Contact. And | once again express my appreciation of the work that Jacqui Rudd does in
badgering us and pulling it all together.

John Clarkson

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF AUSTRALIAN SERVICE IN AFGHANISTAN

September 2001 terrorist attacks in the United States,
Australian forces contributed to a multinational effort to
bring security to Afghanistan, stabilise the wider region,
and defeat terrorist activity. During that time, Australians
contributed reconstruction efforts focused on creating
safe conditions for democratic governance, mentoring and

To mark the 25th anniversary of Australian training, and humanitarian aid.

service in Afghanistan 2001-2021, the Department
of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) will hold a national

The Australian War Memorial’s Roll of honour records 47
Australian Defence Force personnel who lost their lives as

commemorative service in Canberra on 11 a result of their service in Afghanistan, with a further 263

October 2026 at the Australian War Memorial. Australians wounded.

The service will be live broadcast nationally by the ABC. The commemorative service is an opportunity to honour
all Australians who served in Afghanistan and the Middle

For two decades, more than 35,000 Australians served East Area of Operations in relation to Afghanistan, the

in Afghanistan and in support roles across the Middle families who supported them and the coalition allies who

East Area of Operations (MEAO). In response to the 11 Australians served alongside.

Continued on page 4
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25th anniversary of Australian service in Afghanistan (cont)

DVA has advised that registration to attend the
commemoration in Canberra is now open. Please note

a ticket/attendance pass will not be required to enter.
However, the registration process will ensure that adequate
arrangements can be put in place for seating

and transport.

For more information about this free commemorative
service and to register, please visit www.dva.gov.au/
Afghanistan-anniversary.

As the anniversary approaches, The Department of
Veterans’ Affairs also invites people to share a personal
sentiment to its Wall of Remembrance. The Wall is a
community-led tribute for all Australians to share a
reflection or memory of a loved one connected to the ADF.

(Images and information sources courtesy Australian War Memorial,
Department of Veterans Affairs)

The digital Veterans Card - Victoria provides

all past and present Australian Defence Force
members (including reservists) living in Victoria
access to discounts and benefits designed to
make everyday life easier.

Key benefits include:

e $100 discount on the registration of one vehicle

The crew of RAAF AP-3C Orion A9-755 on the wing of their aircraft at Al
Minhad Air Base (AMAB) in the United Arab Emirates. One of a series
of photographic studies taken by the Australian War Memorial’s Official
Artist Shaun Gladwell, who travelled to Afghanistan with the Australian
Defence Force in October 2009. (Image courtesy: Australian War
Memorial)

‘Afghanistan:The Australian Story’ display at the Australian War Memorial
(Source: Freeman Ryan Design;, Copyright: John Gollings)

free public transport on Anzac Day and Remembrance
DEV

free trailer and caravan registration
fishing licence exemption

free marine licence or annual renewal of a marine
licence. This includes a complimentary

personal watercraft (e.g. jet ski) endorsement (It does
not include the training and tests you need to take to
get your marine licence access to Victorian Government
veteran-specific employment programs).

If you're a current or former serving member you can
quickly and easily apply for the Veterans Card - Victoria on
the Service Victoria website or in the Service Victoria app.
The Service Victoria app is an easy, secure and private
way to store and show your new Veterans Card on your
phone.

To apply, download the Service Victoria app on your
smartphone’s app store, or visit Veterans Card - Victoria on
the Service Victoria web page.
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84TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BEAUFORT A9-64 CRASH

A RAAF Beaufort Bomber

On July 12, 1942, in the early hours of a crisp
winter morning during World War Il, a 100
Squadron Beaufort A9-64 took off from RAAF
Laverton to conduct an anti-submarine patrol.

What should have been a routine mission turned into a far
greater tragedy when the heavy mist and low clouds set in,
resulting in A9-64 crashing into scrubland near the peak of
Arthurs Seat on Melbourne’s Mornington Peninsula.

The true loss was not the damaged aircraft, but the four
men on board who subsequently lost their lives.

Their names were Robert Terence Wolfenden Elcoate,
Dudley Merton Wehl, James Robert Axxon and Charles
Martin Redgrave — all of whom proudly served in the RAAF
100 Squadron until their final breaths.

At a memorial held in their honour marking the 84th
anniversary of the accident, Commanding Officer 100
Squadron Wing Commander Richard Brougham paid his
respect to their service and sacrifice.

“I'd like to acknowledge the loss of four men who were
prepared to take risks and actions required of them by
their country during a time of conflict and, in their case,
unfortunately making the ultimate sacrifice,” he said.

Accompanied by current serving members of the
squadron, Wing Commander Brougham also spoke about
the necessity of reflecting on military history and how it
shapes his own service.

“In our role as the heritage flying squadron, when we are
engaging with the public and ADF members, it's important
to be able to provide context and understanding of what
happened all those years ago and how it still connects
today,” he said.

“They are more than just four names on a memorial,” Wing
Commander Brougham said.

“For us, they are fellow members of 100 Squadron, but for
others, they were sons, brothers, a father and dear friends
for whom the ripples of their loss spread wide and far.

“While it is particularly significant for us — given the 100
Squadron connection — as always, it is important for us to
commemorate and acknowledge those Air Force members
who came before us, particularly those who did not make
it home.”

(Story courtesy Department of Defence)

100 Squadron Commanding Officer Wing Commander Richard Brougham delivers a speech at the memorial service held by the squadron. (Photo
courtesy Department of Defence)

AUSTRALIAN SPORTS MUSEUM 2ACS ENQUIRY

We have been contacted by the Australian Sports Museum
who have some private items loaned to them for a 1998
ANZAC Day display. Amongst three items loaned by the
secretary of the Eastern States Group of No2 Airfield
Construction Squadron (2ACS) is a framed photograph of
2ACS marching in Melbourne on ANZAC Day 1994.

The museum would like to return the gifted items where
possible and have asked if we might have a point of
contact.

If anyone knows of a 2ACS Association, or of a William
George (Bill) Field who was the secretary, could you
please contact Barb in the AFA-Vic office on

(03) 9813 4600.
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TASMANIA HOSTS COMMEMORATION OF BATTLE OF BRITAIN

Hobart’s defence community has paid tribute to
the bravery and sacrifice of those who served -
and those who waited at home - during the Battle
of Britain.

The RAAF took to the skies over Hobart over the weekend
of 12-13 September as Tasmania hosted the 86th
anniversary commemoration the of the Battle of Britain.

The weekend opened on Friday with welcome drinks at the
RAAF Memorial Centre, where guests were received by
State President Wing Commander Jenny Robertson (Ret).

A solemn remembrance service was held at St David’s
Cathedral on Saturday afternoon, with the sermon by
Chaplain (Group Captain) Cam Carroll and the
Governor attending.

This was followed by a formal wreath-laying ceremony on
Sunday, September 13, where hundreds of Tasmanians
and invited guests gathered at the Hobart Cenotaph to
remember the 1940 aerial battle, which is considered one
of the most decisive in World War II.

Two Air Force Roulettes Pilatus PC-21 aircraft conduct a flypast during
the National Commemoration of the Battle of Britain at Hobart
Cenotaph, Tasmania.

Her Excellency the Honourable Caroline Wells, Governor
of Tasmania, attended and laid a wreath, as did Air
Commodore Andrew McHugh, Commander Combat
Support Group, representing the Chief of Air Force.
Tasmanian Treasurer Eric Abetz, state and federal
members, consular representatives and attachés from
seven nations also laid wreaths. A Tiger Moth flew over the
Domain at 11am, and two PC-21 Roulettes gave an aerial
display at the close of the service.

National Vice President of the Air Force Association Wing
Commander Deanna Nott delivered the Occasional
Address at the wreath laying, turning her address from the
pilots to the households that waited for them.

The address, “The Ones Who Waited”, followed three
Australian families through the summer of 1940. Among
them were the Walches of Hobart, whose son Stuart, of the
family that ran the Macquarie Street booksellers Walch and
Sons, was lost off the English coast on 11 August 1940,
aged 23. His body was never recovered.

You can read WGCDR Nott’s address here

(Details courtesy AFA National, ABC News, Department of Defence.
Images courtesy Department of Defence)

Wing Commander Deanna Nott, National Vice President of the Air Force
Association, gives an address during the National Commemoration of the
Battle of Britain at Hobart Cenotaph, Tasmania.

Commander Combat Support Group, Air Commodore Andrew Mchugh
CSM (right) and Warrant Officer of the Air Force, Warrant Officer - Air
Force Ralph Clinton, salute after laying a wreath during the National
Commemoration of the Battle of Britain at Hobart Cenotaph, Tasmania.

Continued on page 7
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Chaplain Richard Humphrey receives a flag by a member of the RAAF Association Tasmania State President, Wing Commander Jenny
Australian Air Force Cadets flag bearer party during the Battle of Britain Robertson (Retd), gives the Pause to Remember during the National
commemoration, at St David’s Cathedral in Hobart. Commemoration of the Battle of Britain at Hobart Cenotaph, Tasmania.

BOOKS OF INTEREST: ‘FIGHTER TEST PILOT’ AND ‘A HISTORY OF

TULLAMARINFE’.

Fighter Test Pilot: 42 Years in the RAAF
A new book by one of Australia’s most distinguished aviators is now available.

‘Fighter Test Pilot’ is the memoir of Air Vice-Marshal R.V. (Bob) Richardson AO AFC (Retd),
spanning one of the most varied careers in RAAF history.

The son of a decorated WW?2 Torpedo Beaufighter pilot, Bob began his operational flying
during the Indonesian Confrontation of the 1960s, before moving into flying instruction. In
late 1967 his career changed course entirely when he was posted to the 1968 UK Empire
Test Pilots course — the beginning of four periods spanning 13 years as an experimental
test pilot at the Aircraft Research and Development Unit (ARDU), leading the flying
evaluations of three tactical fighter contenders to replace the Mirage 3, ultimately resulting
in the selection of the F/A-18 Hornet in 1981. He went on to command ARDU in 1986-87,
overseeing clearance of several F111C guided missiles.

Bob’s career extended well beyond the cockpit. He co-authored a Cabinet White Paper
on Australia’s Defence policy, was promoted to Chief of RAAF Personnel, and served as
Deputy Chief of Air Force before transferring to the Active Reserve in 1997. It is a 334-
page account of a life lived at full throttle.

Bob Richardson has donated the printing costs of his memoir, and all sales proceeds will
benefit the NSW RAAF Association’s Ad Astra Foundation — supporting the welfare of
aviators and their families, past and present, particularly those in need.

Copies are $35.00 including postage and packaging. Anyone interested in purchasing a
copy of ‘Fighter Test Pilot’ can contact the AFA Victoria office on (03) 9813 4600.
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BATTLE FOR AUSTRALIA COMMEMORATION,

SHRINE OF REMEMBRANCE

The 2026 Battle for Australia commemoration
service was held on 2 September at the
Melbourne Shrine of Remembrance with this
year’s theme, Aboriginal Service Men and Women
during the Battle for Australia (1942-45)

The Air Force Cadets Honour Guard and RAN Band
opened proceedings and took their post. The General
Salute was given to the Principal Guest: Brigadier John
Holloway, who was escorted by BFA Patrons and

BFA President.

Brigadier John Holloway is the Director General Land
Manoeuvre Systems Branch, overseeing delivery of
advanced Long-Range Fires, Air Defence systems, and
the Self-Propelled Howitzer Program. He has recently
taken on the role of Director General Armoured Fighting
Vehicles Branch, leading delivery of the Army’s most
modern armoured capabilities.

Students from Highvale College and Lakeside College
gave readings focusing on the central theme of Aboriginal
Service Men and Women during the Battle for Australia
period of 1942-45:

e “Pacific War — Indigenous Enlistments” presented by
Mitchell Le Grand Year 11 Highvale
Secondary College.

e “First Aboriginal Pilot Commissioned” presented
by Milan Grancaric Year 11 Highvale
Secondary College.

“Aboriginal Eyes on Enemy Surveillance” presented
by Karla Staebe Year 11 Highvale
Secondary College.

e “Enemy Attack on Australia Strikes Fear” presented
by Nisinu Dahanak Gedara Year 9 Lakeside College.

The keynote address was given by LTCOL Dr Joe West,
CEO of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Veterans Association.

LTCOL Joseph West, is a Murrawarri warrior from the
Culgoa river region in regional NSW. He has served in the
Australian Army for more than three decades in full-time
and reservist roles including deployments to Afghanistan,
Timor-Leste, and the Solomon Islands. He is the founder
and CEO of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Veterans Association, a registered charity supporting
Indigenous veterans and their families.

Laying of wreaths and the Last Post brought to a close a
memorable Battle for Australia commemoration service.

View the Battle for Australia Commemoration Service here

View the Battle for Australia Commemoration Booklet here

ABORIGINAL SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN IN THE
BATTLE FOR AUSTRALIA (1942-45)

During the Battle for Australia between 1942 and 1945, hundreds of Aboriginal
men and women made an important contribution to Australia’s defence. Many
Aboriginal men enlisted in the Army, Navy and Air Force, serving alongside
non-Indigenous Australians despite facing discrimination in everyday life. They
worked as soldiers, sailors, pilots, drivers, signallers and labourers, helping
defend Australia from the threat of Japanese attack.

Aboriginal trackers used their expert bush skills to patrol northern Australia

and watch for enemy activity. Aboriginal women also played vital roles by
serving in military support services, working as nurses, drivers, clerks and
communications staff. Their courage, skill and commitment helped protect
Australia during a difficult time. Although many Aboriginal veterans returned
home to unequal treatment and were denied the same rights as other
Australians, their wartime service is now recognised as an important part of
Australia’s history, and their legacy continues to inspire future generations.

We will remember them.



https://battleforausvic.au/the-battle-for-australia/the-battle-for-australia-day-commemoration/
https://battleforausvic.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/BfA-26-OS-06.pdf

BATTLE FOR AUSTRALIA COMMEMORATION,

SHRINE OF REMEMBRANCE

. Wreaths laid at the Battle for Australia commemoration service

LTCOL Dr Joe West, a Murrawarri warrior from the Culgoa river region in
regional NSW, and the Founder and CEQ of the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Veterans Association gives the main address.

Official Booklet for the 2026 Battle for Australia
Commemoration (click on image to view booklet)

Aboriginal (Gunai Kurnai) servicemen from
Sergeant Pilot Len Waters in his Kittyhawk Lake Tyers (Bung Yarnda), Victoria
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VIETNAM VETERANS’ DAY

For many years Long Tan Day served as the
unofficial annual commemoration day for Vietham
veterans, before Prime Minister Bob Hawke
named 18 August as Vietnam Veterans’ Day in
1987.

Vietnam Veterans’ Day recognises the invaluable
contribution of Australians who served and sacrificed their
lives in the Vietnam War. This year’s service marks the 60th
anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan. In this battle D Coy,
6RAR fought an overwhelming enemy force suffering 24
casualties, including 18 killed.

The Vietham Veterans’ Day commemorative service
commenced at the RAAF and Vietham memorial trees with
the laying of wreaths, followed by an 11am commemorative
service on the Second World War Memorial Forecourt.

On completion of the initial wreath laying at the Victorian
Vietnam Veterans’ plaque, and as others were heading
back towards the Shrine, ex-RAAFies grouped together
and moved to the RAAF Vietnam Tree and Plaque to
conduct their own service.

AFA Victoria Vietham Veterans Branch President Chris
Hudnott led the service with Carl Schiller, Past President
of AFA National and AFA Victoria, having the honour of
placing the wreath.

The final official Vietham Veterans Day Commemoration at
the Shrine’s forecourt commenced with a flypast at 1100
hrs, by a Pilatus PC-21 flown by FLTLT Brett Cummings,
from RAAF Base East Sale.

The Governor of Victoria, Her Excellency Professor the
Honourable Margaret Gardner AC delivered the Keynote
Address with the President VVAA Vic, Bob Elworthy AM,
giving the Response.

You can read more about the Vietnam Veterans’ Day
Commemoration in the Vietham Veterans Branch current
newsletter here.

With thanks to Vietnam Veterans Branch’s Geoff Rose for
images and captions

(Other sources: Melbourne Shrine of Remembrance, Department of
Veterans Affairs)

Vietnam Veterans' Day is a chance to commemorate all Australians who served, ensure their stories are
heard, and their place in Australia’s history is honoured. We acknowledge the families whose lives were
changed by service, and whose support formed part of the story of Vietnam

The Hon Matt Keogh MP — Minister for Veterans’ Affairs

AFA Victoria Vietnam Veterans Branch member gathered at the RAAF
Vietnam Tree and Plaque to conduct their own special service, led by
Branch President, Chris Hudnott.

At 1015 hrs Chaplain LCOL John Raike BJ commenced the wreath laying service at the VVAA’s Victorian Vietnam Veterans Plaque. Bob Elworthy,
VVAA Vic Pres, presented the speech and Secretary, George Skell, placed a wreath at the plaque.
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VIETNAM VETERANS’ DAY

Governor of Victoria, Her Excellency Professor the Honourable Margaret
Gardner AC delivered the Keynote Address

Banner Bearers: Alan White and Stephen Young. In front, L-R: Dave
Grierson, ‘Chick’ Mercieca and Ron Douglas.

AFA Victoria Vietnam Veterans Branch member gathered at the RAAF
Vietnam Tree and Plaque to conduct their own special service, led by
Branch President, Chris Hudnott.

Carl Schiller, Past President of AFA National and AFA Vic, had the honour  President Chris Hudnott (wearing scarf) represented AFA Victoria
of placing our wreath. Vietnam Veterans Branch when placing a wreath at the Eternal Flame, on
the historic final VV Day commemoration ceremony.
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AIRCRAFT WITH A RICH TRAINING HISTORY RETIRES FROM SERVICE

A CT4A prepares to take flight at RAAF Base Point Cook.

Nearly five decades after introducing generations
of military aviators to flight, the Air Force’s CT4A
trainer aircraft has completed its final flight.

On June 18, the iconic aircraft took to the skies above

RAAF Base Point Cook one last time, closing a chapter in
Australian military aviation history at the very place where
both the Air Force and the CT4A’s service journey began.

Its retirement marked the end of an aircraft type that quietly
shaped generations of military air power.

Introduced into Air Force service in 1975, the Australian-
built CT4A became the first military aircraft thousands of
aviators would fly. For decades, it provided the foundation
upon which operational careers were built.

Wing Commander David Chaplin, who piloted the final
display flight, knows that legacy firsthand.

“There’s a whole lot of air power that has come from this
aircraft,” Wing Commander Chaplin said.

For many aviators, the distinctive silhouette and bright
colours of the CT4A became synonymous with the

beginning of a military flying career, with the aircraft being
the catalyst for members to fly some of Australia’s most
advanced air combat, air mobility, maritime patrol and
rotary-wing capabilities.

“Pretty much everybody who came through the services
completed training on that aeroplane — Army, Navy and Air
Force,” Wing Commander Chaplin said.

Its final display flight over Point Cook represented a tribute
to the instructors who taught from its cockpit, the engineers
who sustained it, the air traffic controllers who guided it
and the generations of aviators who took their first steps
towards operational service behind its controls.

Among those reflecting on the aircraft’s legacy was
reservist Squadron Leader Peter Grieves, who completed
his own first military flight in the same aircraft now
entering retirement.

“There’ll be a lot of people catching up and sharing
memories,” Squadron Leader Grieves said. “Some of them
were stressful memories but still fond memories, especially
here at Point Cook which teaches you to fly in just about
every type of weather you can get.”

Long after the CT4A’s final landing, its legacy will continue
to fly.

(Story and images courtesy Department of Defence)

A CT4A in flight, descending to land.
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VIETNAM VETERANS’ DAY — ONE MAN’S LASTING IMPACT ON OTHERS

Vietnam Veterans Address Sunday 16 August 2026 — Air Commodore Rowan
D Story AM, RFD (Retd)

On 16th August, the Geelong District Vietnam Veterans Association Australia held it’s
Vietnam Veterans’ Day memorial service, with AFA Victoria Board member AIRCDRE
Rowan Story, AM RFD, (Retd) as the keynote speaker. AFA Victoria Communications
Director, John Delia attended the event and after hearing Rowan’s compelling story,
suggested we re-publsihed Rowan’s speech in Contact.

(With thanks to AIRCDRE Rowan Story, AM RFD, (Retd) and John Delia for this article)

“Good morning everybody.

Today we are commemorating the 60th Anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan, in
Phuoc Tuy province, South Vietnam. On the 18th of August 1966, 105 men of Delta
Company, 6th Battalion Royal Australian Regiment, and 3 New Zealanders from an

AIRCDRE Rowan Story, AM RFD, artillery forward observer party, engaged with more than 2,000 enemy forces intent

(Retd) gives his keynote address on surrounding them and destroying them. The Australians and New Zealanders

to the Geelong District Vietnam . . . . .

Veterans Association Australia on were outnum bered 10 to 1. Fierce fighting took place in a rubber plantation,

Vietnam Veterans’ Day. in heavy rain. The Australians were supported by 161 Field Battery Royal New
Zealand Artillery and Australian and United States artillery units. They received
ammunition resupply from two UH-1B Iroquois from No.9 Squadron Royal Australian
Air Force. A relief force, mounted in M113 carriers, arrived and fought through the
surrounding enemy forces. A defensive perimeter was established. When the battle
was over there were 18 Australians killed and 24 wounded. Eleven of the dead were
National Servicemen and seven were Regular Army soldiers. Their average age was
21 years.

This was the highest number of Australian casualties incurred in a single
engagement in the war. Enemy losses were significant, at least 245 dead, an
estimated 350 wounded and three captured. D Company’s action prevented enemy
forces moving on the 1st Australian Task Force base at Nui Dat. It is sobering to
consider that in its 12-month tour, D Company 6 RAR, suffered 23 killed and 47
wounded, 70 casualties from a nominal strength of 125.

On the 18th of August 1969 a white concrete cross, constructed by the pioneer
platoon of 6 RAR/NZ was erected and dedicated at the site of the battle. After 1975
the cross was moved to Dong Nai Museum in Bien Hoa.

The local People’s Committee erected a replica cross on the site in the Long

Tan rubber plantation. Although a replica, it remains at the site to this day. It is

the only foreign war memorial permitted on Vietnamese soil, apart from a single
French military memorial at Dien Bien Phu. The Government of Vietham gave the
original Long Tan cross to the people of Australia, and it has been displayed at the
Australian War Memorial in Canberra, since the 18th of August 2018.

| would like to now tell you about how one Vietnam Veteran became a friend and an
important part of my life; and about his effect on the lives of dozens of Australian
healthcare professionals, and hundreds of Viethamese patients.

I will call him John, because patient confidentiality extends beyond the grave.

| only have one photo of John as a young man, but | think you will be able to
see him clearly. He is standing on the front porch of the family home, in the late

afternoon sun. He is wearing pressed and starched greens, polished boots and
Continued on page 14
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gaiters, brass shining on his web belt, hat KFF
slightly tilted and the chin strap buckle exactly at the
level of the left-hand corner of the mouth. He didn’t
look entirely comfortable at being photographed.

John was Regular Army and served in South
Vietnam from November 1969 to October 1971. He
served in 6RAR, 8RAR and briefly in the Australian
Army Training Team Vietnam.

When | met him much later, he was always dressed
in sharply creased slacks, a pressed shirt, polished
shoes and neatly cut hair. Always smartly turned out.
He had never married.

He worked for an inner Melbourne Council, but his
mission, and his life’s work, was trying to get justice
for Veterans of his war. He was an indefatigable
campaigner and letter writer. He wrote neat
handwritten letters to politicians, he wrote to public
servants, he wrote to the Repatriation Department
and anyone he thought could help. He even had T
shirts made. If only he had had social media! He was
a one-man movement. His concern was that there
was insufficient notice being taken of mental health
issues and suicide amongst Vietnam Veterans. | still
have some copies of his neat handwritten letters.

John was my patient. He had a chronic condition of
the oral mucosa, the skin inside the mouth. This had
a risk of becoming malignant. Whether this condition
was related to his service in Vietnam, or his fondness
for a beer and a smoke, it is impossible to tell. He
needed biopsies and regular reviews. Early on |
accepted that | would not be able to change

John’s habits.

One of his review appointments came a couple

of days after | had come back from my first, and

| thought only surgical trip to Saigon in 1998. He
asked me a lot of questions, and | had to push back
the rest of the morning’s patients. On his next visit
he gave me a cheque for $30,000 -about $47,000
today. | was taken aback and said | couldn’t accept
it — there was no structure or charity — it was just
me and a couple of mates who were surgeons,
anaesthetists and nurses. He insisted and looked
me in the eye and said meaningfully — “It's for the
kiddies Doc”

That act of generosity bought anaesthetic
equipment, drugs, dressings and other supplies.
The hospital we worked at was a public hospital, and

not flush with funds. As an aside, and it is another
whole story, the hospital was built by a remarkable
American Plastic Surgeon in 1969. Amongst

its many patients was the little 9-year-old girl
photographed running down a country road, in great
pain, with terrible burn injuries. The hospital saved
her life.

As our team developed, we decided on three things
about how we would conduct ourselves during

our time at the hospital. First, we would not do

any surgical procedures in Vietnam that we were

not doing in Australia. There is always the risk of
“surgical mission creep”. We would be asked -
“Can’t you please help this patient?” And the patient
always had a problem that would challenge the most
advanced hospital in Melbourne.

Saying no was hard, but necessary. We never had
a death or serious complication in 25 annual visits.
Second, we would keep going to the same hospital
each year. It is the only way to build trust. Third, we
would fund our own travel and accommodation, and
we would know when we weren’'t needed any more.

But without John'’s initial gift the program might
have been short lived. He gave us a momentum
that carried us into a richly rewarding two-decade
relationship with some remarkable Vietnamese
doctors and nurses. We treated cleft palate and jaw
deformity patients, children and adolescents. We
taught surgical and anaesthetic skills until, as | said,
we weren't needed any more. The hospital is flying
now. It is a centre of excellence for the whole of the
southern region of Vietnam.

Just before one of our trips John became ill and was
admitted to the Alfred Hospital. He was diagnosed
with multiple malignancies. There was no hope of
treatment. | went to see him, and he wanted to know
how our planning for the next trip was going. We
talked about how the program had developed and
what our future plans were. He told me some of his
slightly questionable but very funny jokes. As | left,
he said — “See you when you get back Doc.” He
died soon after.

On that trip to Saigon, we told our friends at the
hospital that John had died. They knew what he had
done to kick start our involvement and his continued
interest in our work. They had high respect for him.
They knew his name. We wanted to mark John’s life

in an appropriate way. The hospital arranged for us
Continued on page 15
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to see the monks at the Vinh Nghiem Pagoda, just near Tan Son Nhat airport. We
told the monks about John, his life as an Australian soldier in Vietnam, and what
he had done for the “kiddies”. They expressed sadness that he had died. The
monks then conducted a long service and said prayers for John’s soul. After the
service they asked me the day, and month, of his death and said that he would be
remembered in their prayers at that time, every year.

A personal note. In 1999 a small group of us went to Bien Hoa to see the original
Long Tan Cross in the Dong Nai museum. The cross was in a dignified position and
was well described and maintained.

John was one man, one Vietnam Veteran. He had a profound influence on me. His
support, and continued interest, enabled me to experience the challenges, and
satisfactions, of overseas volunteer surgical service. | learnt a lot about myself, and
about leadership. | learnt a lot about Vietham, its people and its culture.

Most importantly | learnt how just one individual can be a force for such good in our
complex and troubled world.

Thank you, John - and thank all of you, particularly the Vietnam Veterans, for
listening today.

John was one of you.

Thank you.
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AROUND THE BRANCHES

VICTORIAN RAAF
RADAR BANNER

At all Association events
and Marches, the RAAF
Radar banner takes pride of
place. Being about 78 years
old, the cotton fabric is very
fragile and needs to be
retired. We are investigating
ways to preserve this
important symbol.

The original makers, Evan
Evans Manufacturers, have
provided a general quote
of approximately $1500 for
a replacement banner with
updated holsters and poles.

Several Members have
generously offered to share
in covering the cost of

the replacement banner.
Thanks to Robert Peterson
who has already made

a significant donation in
honour of his father, WWII
Veteran James Milton
Peterson.

Should you wish to donate
to share in the final cost of
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the Banner replacement,
please notify us by
completing this Form. That

donation could be on behalf

of a Veteran Member or in
memory of a RAAF Radar

Veteran. Once the final cost

of the banner replacement
is known, banner donors
will be advised of their
share of the final banner
replacement cost (possibly
up to $100).

The significance of the
RAAF Radar banner to the
Association can never be
underestimated.

VALE BERYL
MAINON,
AIRCRAFTWOMAN,
RADAR OPERATOR,
COURSE NO 53,
WAAAF (3 APRIL
1925 - _13 JULY
2026).

Beryl Mainon (nee Walker)

was our last surviving WWII
WAAAF Member.

RAAF RADAR BRANCH

Beryl at the 2024 ANZAC Day March in Melbourne

awarded the Chief of Air
Force Medallion (Coin) and
Letter of Commendation in

Beryl was extensively
involved in the Victorian
RAAF Radar Association

(VRAAFRA). Together with April 2025.
husband Bob, she was

passionately committed Kathy Cooney
to the recording and Secretary

Read more about Mrs Manion’s
extraordinary life on page 18.

maintenance of the “The
Secret Story” of WWII
RAAF Radar so that it
would be accessible for
future generations. Beryl
has authored a valuable
record of her World War

|l Radar service in her
booklet My Life in the
WAAAF 1942 to 1945
which is downloadable via
Beryl Mainon-My Life in the
WAAAF 1942-1945.

WANT TO KNOW MORE
ABOUT THE RAAF RADAR
BRANCH?

VISIT OUR BRANCH PAGE ON
THE AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION
VICTORIA WEBSITE

On becoming a
Centenarian, Beryl was
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June was a major event for
the Bendigo Branch with
our member Frank Holland
celebrating a milestone
100th Birthday.

Frank having been a World
War 2 Veteran served

with the RAAF based in
Northern Queensland.

He was with the RAAF
Motor Transport division at
Mareeba west of Cairns.

One of the stories Frank
likes to talk about was when
he was tasked to drive a
fuel tanker from Mareeba

to Cairn. The tanker
apparently suffered from
Faulty brakes. He was told
by his superiors that if he
couldn’t control the vehicle
to jump clear. Apparently,
the trip was uneventful.

After returning to civilian life,
Frank returned to his home
town of Bendigo where

he was born. Frank has
been a long-time member
of the RSL and Air Force
Association.

On a sadder note, the
Branch has lost a long-time

member, friend and ex-
President Ray Gray in June
2026. It was a sad loss for
the Branch. Unfortunately,
we were not informed

of Ray’s passing, or his
funeral, therefore only two
members turned up for the
funeral service.

Unfortunately, our
attendances to both our
normal general meetings
and social gathering are
down on previous events.
| can only put this down
to the winter weather and
dare | say it an aging

BENDIGO BRANCH

membership. We hope

that the attendances

will improve with an
improvement in the weather.

Reinhard Goschiniak

Branch Secretary

WANT TO KNOW MORE
ABOUT THE BENDIGO
BRANCH?

VISIT OUR BRANCH
PAGE ON THE AIR FORCE
ASSOCIATION VICTORIA

WEBSITE

17 members — starting at the front-left, and then clockwise around the
table: Geoff and Noela Rose, Faye Boulton, Alison Connellan, Charlie
Downes, Stephen Young, Chris Hudnott, Trevor Thomas, John Vansetten,
Max McGregor, Carl Schiller, Neil Boulton, Mike Lewino, Leon Boehn,
(son- in-law of) Ron Douglas, Pieter Jongkryg and Rick Holmes.

In our June Newsletter,

| noted how memorable
Anzac Day 2026 turned out
to be with perfect weather
and everything falling into
place for the March to the
Shrine of Remembrance.

In contrast, Vietham
Veterans Day in recent
years has generally

been cold, windy and

often damp — a typical
Melbourne winter’s day. But
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this year we experienced
good weather for Vietnam
Veterans Day and all the
arrangements that VVAA
Victorian Branch had made
fell nicely into place.

Advice from VVAA Vic was
that this was to be the last
commemoration that VVAA
would be arranging at the
Shrine as veteran numbers
had been reducing in recent
years with many veterans

choosing to commemorate
the day at their local RSL
or Sub-Branch premises
-particularly those living in
country Victoria.

We began the day by
joining VVAA members for a
short service at the Vietnam
Veterans plaque before we
re-assembled at our own
RAAF plague to remember
those who had served in
Vietnam.

We then moved back to
the Shrine Forecourt for
the main commemoration
with addresses from the
Victorian Governor and the
VVAA Vic President, Bob
Elworthy and the wreath
laying ceremony.

Our customary lunch at

the Mail Exchange Hotel
was well attended and as
luck (rather than meticulous
planning on my part)

would have it, the number

VIETNAM VETERANS

of members coincided
exactly with the number |
had booked in April. Geoff
Rose will be including some
photos of the function later
in this Newsletter.

Although this was the final
VV Day commemoration
arranged by VVAA Vic, our
Branch intends to continue
our practice of gathering
around our plaque on 18th
August each year.

Chris Hudnott
President

(Ed.Note: Read more about this
year’'s Vietnam Veterans’ Day on #)

WANT TO KNOW MORE
ABOUT THE VIETNAM
VETERANS’ BRANCH?

VISIT OUR BRANCH PAGE ON
THE AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION
VICTORIA WEBSITE
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IN MEMORIAM - BERYL MAINON (NEE WALKER)

BERYL MAINON
(NEE WALKER)

3 April 1925 — 13 July 2026

Service number 106683,
Aircraftwoman

Radar Operator, Course No 53
WAAAF
|
(With thanks to Kathy Cooney

, RAAF Radar Branch for this
contribution)

Beryl Mainon (nee Walker) was the last surviving
WWII WAAAF Member of the RAAF Radar Branch
and one of four WWII RAAF Radar centenarians
who were honoured for their service in 2025,
receiving the Chief of Air Force Medallion (Coin)
and Letter of Commendation.

Men and women who served on WWII RAAF Radar
Stations, were recruited, trained and served under a “veil of
secrecy” from late 1940.

As Beryl explained, her eagerness to serve was
challenged by her age and concern that the war would be
over before she reached the volunteer milestone age of

18. Her fascinating plan to change her birth date by a year
resulted in her successful under-age entry into the WAAAF
as a 17-year-old in late 1942.

“| felt that | was doing something positive for the war effort
and became a radar operator.”

“The fact that radar was top secret was detrimental in some
ways to the war effort. Nobody outside radar believed what
we could see.”

After completion of her rookie training, Beryl commenced
the highly secret training as a WAAAF Radar Operator in
December 1942 at Richmond, NSW.

Beryl qualified as a Radar Operator in January 1943, and
as not enough Radar Stations had been constructed, Bery!
was posted on alternative duties to Bradfield Park, until

her June 1943 posting to RS131, Ash Island, in the Lower
Hunter River.

One of Beryl's memories at that time was her night-time
guiding of a lost Catalina back to base...

‘| saw a plane circling on the Radar screen. | kept telling
the CO that there was a lost aircraft, but he did not believe
me. | remember yelling into the phone, suggesting that he

count his aircraft because he couldn’t see what | could see
on the top-secret Radar. | noticed on the Radar shortly
afterwards, that the Catalina had changed course and was
heading back to Newcastle. A message from the boys,
(the crew), came back to me through my WAAAF friends
the next day, to thank the Radar Operator on duty because
they got them home safely.”

After 13 month service at Ash Island, Berl’s next posting
in June 1944 was to 20TU (2 Operational Training Unit) in
Mildura, with a temporary posting for one month at Central
Flying School Parkes.

At 20T, Beryl'd role involved training trainee Spitfire and
Kittyhawk pilots in Radar and was to be her final active
posting. On 7 May 1945 Beryl was posted to the Personnel
Depot (2PO) at Bradfield Park from where she was
discharged on 14 May 1945.

While in Mildura Beryl met a handsome young corporal,
Radar Mechanic Clovis ‘Bob’ Mainon, when he was posted
to 20TU following his service in Papua New Guinea. In
1947 Beryl and Bob were married in Gosford, after which
they returned to Melbourne for Bob to work in his family-
owned car sales and repair business. Beryl was initially
employed in a Melbourne retail enterprise. Eventually,
Beryl joined Bob’s family business as the bookkeeper

and office manager. Bob later retrained as a mature-age
student at Pharmacy College and after several years Beryl
and Bob established and ran a community pharmacy in
Surrey Hills with Beryl managing the business and the
shopfront and Bob as the pharmacist until their late

1980s retirement.

Beryl and Bob built their family home in Deepdene after
settling in Melbourne, where they raised their daughter,
Sandra, and that was later to lead to Beryl’s loving
grandchildren, Jason and Erin.

Beryl loved to play tennis and played well into her 80’s.
Beryl and Bob’s tennis

partnership spanned the 67 years of their happy marriage
until Bob became a Faded Echo (a RAAF Radar member
who has passed on) on 23 March 2014.

In her spare time Beryl loved to volunteer. She was a Team
Leader with the Victorian Office of Births Deaths and
Marriages, helping to digitize historic records.

Beryl was also extensively involved in the Victorian RAAF
Radar Association (VRAAFRA), including in an assistant
secretarial role and was also Association Treasurer for
some time. Together with Bob, she was passionately
committed to the recording and maintaining of the “Secret
Story” of WWII RAAF Radar so that it would be accessible

for future generations.
Continued on page 19
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In Memoriam — Beryt Mainon (Nee Walker) (Cont)

At the national level Beryl was crucial in organising national
RAAF Radar Reunions, including in Bendigo, Gold Coast
and Perth and regularly participated in the RAAF Radar
March to the Melbourne Shrine on Anzac Day.

When Beryl was once asked what her secret to longevity
was, Beryl said,

“It's a mix of good genes, an active lifestyle and a healthy
outlook on life!”

Vale Beryl Mainon.

Footnote:

Beryl authored a valuable record of her WWII Radar service in her
booklet My Life in the WAAAF 1942 to 1945 which is downloadable via

Beryl Mainon-My Life in the WAAAF 1942-1945. 2025 April 100th Birthday Celebration for WWII Radar Veterans

Beryl also authored a booklet entitled ‘Early Recollections’ that covers L-R Front Row: David Westwood, George Runting and Beryl Mainon
her childhood days, and her life prior to joining the WAAAF which is Back row: John Clarkson AFA Vic, Wing Commander Nikki Clements,
downloadable via Beryl Mainon Early Recollections. Senior ADF Officer RAAF Williams and Warrant Officer Brad Parmenter.

VALE

The following members have passed away since our last publication.
May they rest in peace.

It is with the

greatest respect Mr Brian Camp 21 Squadron BrancCh ..., 1 July 2026
and fond memories,
we remember our Mrs Beryl Mainon RAAF Radar/WAAAF Branch............cc.ccccooee 10 July 2026 (101 yrs)
colieagues who AIRCDRE Ted Bushell AM Technical Branch ... 26 August 2026
have passed on
before us. Mr David Turner Ballarat Branch ... 25 August 2026
Mrs Joan Morgan Geelong Branch ..........cccocccciiiiii, 14 August 2026 (103 yrs)
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