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RAAF ASSOCIATION VICTORIA 
 

   
 

ATC/AAFC BRANCH 
ABN 96 091 342 304 

 

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER 
Issue  No 67 

December 2017 
  
 

President’s Message 
 

 

VALE: Air Commodore 
(Chaplain) Reverend  
Mervyn Steve Box, AM. 

Steve, as we all knew him, was our 
Branch Chaplain for many years and was 
well known and recognised for his light-
hearted, amusing, rhyming and very 
often topical Graces which he would 
prepare and recite at our meetings prior 
to our retiring for lunch. 

Steve’s Funeral Service was conducted on the 16th of October at 
St. Luke’s Anglican Church in East Frankston before a capacity 
attendance which included representation by members of the Air 
Force Association, Air Force Band, the Officer Commanding 4 
Wing, WGCDR (AAFC) Shaun Young, Cadets and Staff of the 
Australian Air Force Cadets and the RSL who also conducted 
their special part of the Service. 
Our sincere condolences to Gwen and the family on their sad loss 
of Steve who will be missed and well-remembered by many. 
During early November, Adel and I were over in the U.K. and 
Europe for a couple of weeks and on Armistice Day, purely as a 
visitor, I went with a friend of ours to watch a local parade in the 
Bedworth area, up Coventry way.   

 

Office  Holders 
President  Laurie Bell 

Vice President  Peter Wilson 

Secretary  Hugh Tank 

Treasurer  Tony Synhur 

Delegate  John MacDonald 

Branch AAFC 
Liaison Officer 

 WGCDR (AAFC)  
Shaun Young 

   

Newsletter Editor  Ian Cohn 
 
 

Please send your contributions to 
scsiac@bigpond.com 

Or  
Box 486, Mt Beauty, VIC, 3699 

 
Deadline for next issue - 23Jan18 

 
 
 
 

Welfare 
 

Branch Welfare Officers 
Hugh Tank   on 03 9877 3424 

and Peter Wilson 
 
 

If you are aware of any member who is 
unwell please contact Hugh or Peter. 

 

mailto:scsiac@bigpond.com
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President’s Message continued from page 1 
During the parade there was a two pass flyover by a WW2 twin 
engine vintage Beechcraft Model 18 aircraft which I had never 
seen before.  A very impressive display which culminated in the 
release of thousands of simulated fine silk-like material poppies 
which came from the aircraft in a great cloud of red and drifted 
with the breeze, finally gently falling over the town thus 
producing a symbolically moving experience which I eerily found 
amazing and totally unforgettable. 

More on this aircraft can be found on the website:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beechcraft_Model_18 
In closing, to all of our Branch members, their families and friends, a Very Merry Christmas and a Safe 
and Happy New Year in 2018. 
Cheers all and best wishes, 
Laurie. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Editorial   impiorum requies. 
Well we are coming to the end of another year.  I want to thank all our contributors for their efforts and 
to encourage our members and other readers to keep up with future contributions.  Historical AirTC 
stories are very interesting but we also need some more modern material.  In particular I would like to 
see some stories of personal experiences from current AAFC members.  So how about it AAFC 
members? 
Like everyone, Susie and I have had some ups and downs but life remains a joy.  Of recent times the 
wild life on our block at Mt Beauty has provided us with much interest with our wood ducks rearing 
some duckings, our fogs making a racket and our pet red bellied black snake “Joe” occasionally showing 
up.  I have also fitted in an occasional glider flight.  

This picture shows the south side of Mt Feathertop 
taken from my glider on the fifth of November.  I was 
flying along the “Razorback” between Mt Hotham and 
Mt Feathertop.  The Razorback is a popular bush 
walking route and, since it was a holiday weekend, 
there were many bushwalkers on the track.  Quite a few 
waved at me (Or were they shaking their fists?) and I 
waved back.   
At the upper right of the picture is Mt Bogong.  When I 
got to Mt Bogong the air was so clear that you could 

see the snow covered Mt Kosciusko about 85 km away. 
Any way I wish all our readers a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Your humble Editor. 

 
“Joe” sunning himself near our lower pond 

 
“Joe” escaping after I had disturbed his sleep 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beechcraft_Model_18
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AAFC News 
Crossed Rifles Badge (October 24 at 12:40pm) 

Congratulations to CPL (AAFC ) Rod Knight (411 Squadron) on attaining his crossed rifles 
in the 4 Wing shoot.  It's the first time a wing competition has been held for staff of 4 Wing, 
and Rod didn't disappoint coming in with the highest score for the day. 

 
4WG AAFC Reaches 1,606 Cadets as part of Growth Plan 
(From Facebook 4 Wing AAFC page September 10) 

Let’s welcome our new mid-year recruits and start work on 
encouraging their friends to consider joining the AAFC in the 
February 2018 Recruit Intake.  Some time ago OC 4WG wrote to 
existing Cadets with the “4 Wing Recruiting Challenge”, which 
was a highly ambitious target for them to recruit 300 new cadets 
for our mid-year intake, which would have been a record.  
Existing Cadets SMASHED THAT RECORD by collectively 
bringing in 342 new recruits.   

In particular some of the smaller country SQNs produced over 30% increases in their parading strength 
with excellent results across all Victorian Squadrons in the 30% to 55 % increase range.  In 2017 cadets 
using SQN Facebook and word of mouth recruiting initiatives have recruited a staggering 801 new 
cadets to bring 4WG up to a current strength of 1,606 Cadets.  4 Wing is now within a significant 
growth phase as it supports its Cadets with quality aviation focused and field based activities that 
challenge, engage and retain more cadets than ever before.  Well done to all our Cadets and Staff! 
 
EXERCISE GREEN EAGLE // WINNER ANNOUNCEMENT  
Exercise Green Eagle, the Australian Air Force Cadets annual fieldcraft competition, was successfully 
conducted 02-08 Oct 17 at the Puckapunyal Defence Training Area in central Victoria. 
Attended by six Cadets of all ranks from each State (Wing) in Australia, the exciting competition served 
as both the assessment tool for the future Australian Air Force Cadet Adventure Training award, and as 
the Australian Air Force Cadet (AAFC) inter-Wing competition for excellence in fieldcraft. 
CONGRATULATIONS to No 2 Wing who narrowly took first place with 192 points; with No 4 Wing 
(190) and No 7 Wing (183) hard on their heels!! 
Placing results: 
o 1st with 192 points | No 2 Wing (Southern Queensland) 
o 2nd with 190 points | No 4 Wing (Victoria) 
o 3rd with 183 points | No 7 Wing (Western Australia) 
o 4th with 176 points | No 8 Wing (Northern Territory) 
o 5th with 171 points | No 6 Wing (South Australia) 
o 6th with 167 points | No 3 Wing (New South Wales) 
o 7th with 160 points | No 5 Wing (Tasmania) 
o 8th with 159 points | No 1 Wing (North Queensland) 
Exercise Green Eagle was a scenario-based event with a humanitarian-assistance theme involving 
fieldcraft activities in the Victorian bush over four days in October.  For the exercise, groups of Cadets 
were deployed in a real-time simulation scenario of a humanitarian and disaster relief mission 
supposedly sanctioned by the United Nations. 
As part of pre-exercise training and to maximise safety, Cadets needed to be physically fit to a set 
standard, as there were considerable amounts of walking in varying weather and terrain.  
As well, the Cadets had to be already competent in fieldcraft and survival techniques, including compass, 
map reading, navigation, first aid, field hygiene; familiar with their equipment, and able to draft and 
execute orders within a set structure. 

https://www.facebook.com/AustralianAirForceCadets/?fref=mentions
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The AAFC annual national fieldcraft event is called Exercise GREEN EAGLE (EXGE17) with ‘Green' 
representing the field environment and youth, while the 'Eagle' represents our relationship with Royal 
Australian Air Force. 

      
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Branch Events - 2017 
Sunday, December 17th  CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON Upton Room Box Hill RSL. 

General Notice to all Branch Members. 
Due to schedule changes, could all Members attending any of our regular Monthly Luncheons at Box Hill RSL please note 
that as of Friday the 2nd of February (our first luncheon date of 2018), lunches must be ordered at 11.30am for them to be 
served to us at 12.00pm. 
Your co-operation in this regard would be greatly appreciated. 
Thanks and regards to you all, 
Laurie. 
ATC/AAFC Branch dates to remember for year 2018. 
Friday, February 2nd……………… Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 
Friday, March 2nd…………….. Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 
Friday, April 6th…………….. Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 
Saturday, April 21st……………. Branch AGM, Upton Room, Box Hill RSL. 
Friday, May 4th…………….. Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 
Sunday, May 20th…  4 Wing, AAFC Annual Parade, Point Cook. *** 
Friday, June 1st……………… Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 
Friday, July 6th……………….. Branch Luncheon, Box Hill Rsl. 
Sunday, July 8th……………. Reserve Forces Day March & Service @ Shrine of Remembrance. *** 
Friday, August 3rd……………… Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 
Friday, September 7th…………….. Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 
Friday, October 5th………………. Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 
Saturday, October 13th…  Branch General Meeting, Upton Room, Box Hill RSL. *** 
Friday, November 2nd……………. Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 
Sunday, November 11th… AFA’s Annual Pilgrimage & RAAF Nashos’ Memorial Day Service @ Pt Cook*** 
Sunday, December 16th……. Branch Christmas Luncheon, Upton Room, Box Hill RSL. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:- above items marked thus *** denote dates to be confirmed in due course. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

October Meeting 2017 

   

November Meeting 2017 - Pics courtesy Vic Stewart 

   

https://www.facebook.com/RoyalAustralianAirForce/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/RoyalAustralianAirForce/?fref=mentions
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Member Profile 
This is your opportunity to tell us about your career or the story of other notable members in the 
ATC/AirTC/AAFC/RAAF as a Cadet and/or Staff member.  Send us a one or two page story about your 
illustrious progress, preferably with pictures.  Send it by email text or as an attachment in .txt or .doc file 
format to scsiac@bigpond.com or mail it to the Editor.  Any print pictures received will be scanned and 
the originals returned to the owner.   
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

What Our Members Are Doing  
Member Vic Stewart was invited to participate in the AFL ANZAC day match in recognition of his 
interest in and extensive research into his ancestors who served in WW I and who played AFL football 
for both Essendon and Collingwood.  Here is an extract from the AFL website. 

“AFL 2017 Round 05 Essendon v 
Collingwood 

Tue, 25th Apr 2017 
MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA - APRIL 25: Jack 
Jones, representing Essendon and Victor Stewart, 
representing Collingwood hand the match day 
football to the umpires during the 2017 AFL round 
05 ANZAC Day match between the Essendon 
Bombers and the Collingwood Magpies at the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground on April 25, 2017 in 
Melbourne, Australia. (Photo by Adam 
Trafford/AFL Media) “ 

 
 
Ken Patton and Kerry dropped into Mt Beauty and 
socialised with the Editor and his blushing bride on 
the 10th of November on their way to Falls Creek 
for a few days bush walking with friends Gwyneth 
and Peter. 
  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
RAAFA News – from Carl Schiller 
 
Dear Colleagues 
 
B24 Liberator Restoration Australia is a not-for-profit organisation, which is located in a WWII hangar 
at Farm Road Werribee. The organisation has been restoring a B24 Liberator aircraft over the past 20 
years, which is well advanced following countless hours of painstaking restoration.  B24 Liberator 
Restoration Australia is preserving aviation and RAAF history, and is providing the often understated 
benefits of fellowship and fostering community spirit.  The restoration site receives many visitors 
throughout the year and hopefully will receive Museum status in the near future.  More information 
about the group’s operation can be obtained by visiting its website 
at http://www.b24australia.org.au/home.  

mailto:scsiac@bigpond.com
http://www.b24australia.org.au/home
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The group is seeking to fill its Honorary Treasurer position commencing the end of January 2018 
following the retirement of the present incumbent.  The new incumbent would ideally be a qualified 
accountant or someone with extensive bookkeeping experience.  Position duties include: 
- maintenance of financial records, including monthly financial reports 
- receipts (shop, donations, membership revenue) and payments (internet banking) 
- liaison with National Trust regarding donations 
Accounting is EXCEL-based to maintain the system’s simplicity. Position workload is estimated at 2-
2.5 hours per week. 
This voluntary position would be a rewarding experience for a suitably qualified person to work with a 
group of passionate, dedicated individuals.  Our Association has a B24 Liberator Branch based at the 
Werribee complex.   
Interested parties should contact  Judith Gilbert, Secretary B24 Liberator Restoration Australia at 
liberator@b24australia.org.au or phone (03)9734 0094.        
 
Warm regards 
 
Carl Schiller, OAM CSM 
President, Air Force Association (Victorian Division) & Patron, B24 Liberator Restoration 
Australia 
Mob: 0412 814 212 
 
 

Aviation Wisdom (from the Internet) 
 
The only time you have too much fuel is when you're on fire.  
In a twin-engine aircraft, the purpose of the second engine is to supply the pilot with enough power to 
fly to the scene of the crash.  
When a prang seems inevitable, endeavour to strike the softest, cheapest object in the vicinity, as slowly 
and gently as possible. - Advice given to RAF pilots during W.W.II.  
When in doubt, hold on to your altitude.  No-one has ever collided with the sky.  
Try to learn from the mistakes of others.  You won't live long enough to make all of them yourself.  
If God had meant man to fly, he'd have given him lots more money.  
You've never been lost until you've been lost at Mach 3. - Paul F. Crickmore  
Airspeed, altitude or brains:  Two are always needed to successfully complete the flight.  
When a flight is proceeding incredibly well, something was forgotten.  
- Robert Livingston, "Flying The Aeronca"  
Just remember, if you crash because of weather, your funeral will be held on a sunny day.  
- Layton A. Bennett  
Never fly the 'A' model of anything. - Ed Thompson  
A pilot who doesn't have any fear probably isn't flying his plane to its maximum.  
- Jon McBride, astronaut  
If you're faced with a forced landing, fly the thing as far into the crash as possible. - Bob Hoover  
If an airplane is still in one piece, don't cheat on it; Ride the bastard down.  
- Ernest K. Gann, advice from the 'old pelican'  
Though I Fly Through the Valley of Death I Shall Fear No Evil For I Am 80,000 Feet and Climbing.  
- Sign over the entrance to the SR-71 operating location on Kadena. 
Never fly in the same cockpit with someone braver than you. - Richard Herman, Jr., 'Firebreak'  
There is no reason to fly through a thunderstorm in peacetime.  
- Sign over squadron ops desk at Davis-Monthan AFB, AZ, 1970. 

mailto:liberator@b24australia.org.au
tel:+61397340094
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Humour 
 

   
 

Your Editor was a former resident of Brighton prior to becoming a refugee from Melbourne and 
relocating to Mt Beauty.  But in moments of reflection and nostalgia he still gets inspiration from “The 
Brighton Song” - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I2EFJJcXNqs  
 

Book Review - by John Baxter 

 
 

SR-71 Blackbird In Action 
Squadron/Signal 10245 

Review by John Baxter 
 
There’s never a great deal you can say about Squadron/Signal Publications.  Obviously, they’re 
informative, well illustrated, inexpensive and a great introduction to the particular 
aircraft/ship/armoured fighting vehicle/etc that’s your current interest.  If you want more explicit 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I2EFJJcXNqs
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information, then that’s always available in a bigger and more expensive book, but for a quick 
reference or that particular photo, Squad/Sigs are great.  I’ve dozens in my library. 
 
This booklet, in the usual landscape format, covers the Lockheed A-12, YF-12, SR-71A and B and 
briefly the M/D-21.  It’s 80 pages jammed with 176 colour photos, 42 black and white photos, all 
well captioned (not ‘an SR-71 in flight’ type caption to be seen), along with serial numbers, records 
some black and white profiles and scrap art.  For an aircraft that was ‘killed by a line item veto by 
President Clinton in 1997’, it’s still a very impressive aircraft and it’s presented nicely here. 
 
Now this is merely a ‘snapshot’ of a remarkable aircraft, but with a goodly amount of detail on the 
various models plus the three aircraft NASA service.  There’s even a little reference to the LASRE 
(Linear Aerospike SR-71 Experiment) package with several photos, so all in all it’s quite a handy 
booklet. 
 
A great primer for any aviation enthusiast at a very competitive and certainly inexpensive price.  It is 
available from Platypus Publications in NSW, platypuspubs@y7mail.com for $22 recommended 
retail price (plus postage if applicable). 
 
Many thanks to Ley Reynolds of Platypus Publications for the review copy.  ISBN 9780897478359. 
 
Book review 
French Secret Projects 2 
Cold War Bombers, Patrol and Assault Aircraft 
Review by John Baxter 

It would be quite easy to overlook the French aviation industry 
in this country (excepting civilian types like Airbus Industries 
airliners, Concorde and our own RAAF Mirages) as we’re 
probably more focused on British and American projects but as 
with the first volume (French Secret Projects 1 - Post War 
Fighters) reviewed in early 2017, this follow up volume deals 
with an incredibly diverse range of aircraft – and does it 
extremely well.  To have such a book on French aircraft with 
an all English text alone is wonderful; to have such exotic 
types, exceeds ‘wonderful’ by several levels. 
Published recently by Crecy Publishing Ltd in Manchester, the 
author Jean-Christophe Carbonel continues his fine work 
commenced in the first volume.  Within this 264 page book, 
there are 57 colour photos, 148 b&w photos, almost 200 b&w 
illustrations/drawings plus 141 3-views making it simple to say 
that it’s profusely illustrated.  The coverage is immense with 
hundreds of aircraft covered in varying detail.  Naturally, many 

did not proceed beyond sketches, drawings or models, but the variety and numbers in this volume 
required considerable research and similar effort into determining the layout of the book.  It has a 
three page glossary, a page of Reference Sources and Bibliography and two indices of six and a bit 
pages in length. 
There’s an amazing range of aircraft types, some quite bizarre and many showing the German World 
War Two influence of what ifs?  Some types are practically science fiction material especially 
amongst those in Chapters 8, 13 and 14; whilst others had proven eminently suited for military use 
and subsequently entered service.  There are fourteen chapters in all covering jet bombers, heavy 
fighters and strike aircraft, training, COIN, low speed VTOL (very interesting), helicopters, assault 
transports, maritime patrol, anti-submarine and ‘atomic power’.  The conclusion to Chapter 13 with 

mailto:platypuspubs@y7mail.com
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Dr Marcel Pages makes for a lighter (and perhaps tongue in cheek) finish to that particular, 
interesting chapter. 
It’s a valued reference book for me, as it doesn’t really lend itself for easy reading from cover to 
cover – I needed time to dissect and ponder the info.  The detail, where available, is quite extensive 
and the VTOL types in Chapter 8 reminded me so much of the Farnborough Air Show television 
coverage in the early to mid 1960s.  It’s a bit of a trip down memory lane, reminding me of many 
types long gone. 
Would I recommend it?  Definitely!  The extent is wide; the detail is considerable; the imagery is 
extensive and the types are enthralling.  Any downsides?  No!  I enjoyed it and as it’s printed on the 
usual high quality stock, photos, illustrations and text are vivid and crisp.  Always something to 
appreciate. 
This is an impressive publication and a great book for any aviation enthusiast at an extremely 
competitive price.  It is available from Hyland’s Bookshop in Melbourne 
hylandsbookshop@gmail.com or 03 9654 7448 for $70 recommended retail price.  A steal for what 
it contains. 
Many thanks to Ms Orietta Colussi of DLS Australia for the review copy. 
ISBN 9781910809068 

 

 
AAFC/AIRTC Historical Items 
 

Please send in any of your old ATC/AAFC photographs with a small explanation of the circumstances.  
A picture is worth a thousand words. 
Heard of the Air Training Corps/AAFC Memorabilia Collection?  Located at Benalla Aviation Museum 
at Benalla Airport in Victoria, this display is highly recommenced for a group visit.   
See more at www.benallaaviationmuseum.org.au/  
 

 

mailto:hylandsbookshop@gmail.com
http://www.benallaaviationmuseum.org.au/
http://www.benallaaviationmuseum.org.au/
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Internet Links of Interest 
Glider Pilots Soar on the Morning Glory Cloud 

 

http://mobile.abc.net.au/news/2017-10-04/cloud-surfers-ride-morning-glory-in-north-
queensland/9010504  

RAAFA ATC/AAFC Branch page   http://raafavic.org.au/content/758/branch-atc-aafc     
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

RAAF ASSOCIATION VICTORIA 
 

   
 

ATC/AAFC BRANCH 
 

ATTENTION - ALL ADULT MEMBERS 
of the  

AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE CADETS 
 

The AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION (Victorian Division) would welcome you as a member of our 
Branch.  As part of this proud Association with its long standing record of Service, the 

ATC/AAFC Branch membership consists of former ATC, AirTC and former and currently 
serving members of the AAFC.   Associate memberships are available for partners. 

 

For membership enquiries, please contact: 
 

Laurie Bell – Branch President 
43 Stenhouse Av, Brooklyn, 3012 Vic. 

03 9314 6223 or 0412 505 887 
laurieandadel@gmail.com    

Hugh Tank – Branch Secretary 
11 Paulette Court , Blackburn South, 

3130, Victoria. 
03 9877 3424 

General Enquiries 
The Air Force Association:  

03 9813 4600 
office@raafavic.org.au  

 

http://mobile.abc.net.au/news/2017-10-04/cloud-surfers-ride-morning-glory-in-north-queensland/9010504
http://mobile.abc.net.au/news/2017-10-04/cloud-surfers-ride-morning-glory-in-north-queensland/9010504
http://raafavic.org.au/content/758/branch-atc-aafc
mailto:adel@gmail.com
mailto:office@raafavic.org.au
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