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AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION VICTORIA 
 

   
 

ATC/AAFC BRANCH 
ABN 96 091 342 304 

 

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER 
Issue  No 74 

February 2019 
President’s Message 

Happy New Year to everyone.  I hope you 
all enjoyed a safe Christmas break doing 
whatever you had planned or simply 
improvised as you went along. 
VALE: On a sad note we advise of the 
passing of yet another Branch member, 
Audrey Steer on 3rd of December. Audrey 
was the wife of the late David Steer who was 
a photographer with the RAAF.  Both were 
ex residents of Adelaide and we offer our 

condolences to the family who still reside in South. Australia. 
My thanks to PLTOFF (AAFC) Nicole Kelly and the cadets of 408 
Squadron for having me as a guest at the Squadron’s Dining In 
Night on Saturday the 10th of December.  It was a most enjoyable 
evening and good fun all ‘round.  
I also thank the Squadron for their invitation to attend their 2018 
End of Year Final Parade which, unfortunately, I was unable to 
attend on this occasion due to an unforeseen circumstance.  My 
apologies once again for the inability to advise sooner. 
This year already promises to be another busy one for the Branch 
and the Association with it being the year of the 2019 Bi-Annual 
Avalon Air Show.  It doesn’t seem all that long ago since we had 
the last one……….or so it seems. 
The Branch’s Christmas Luncheon was a resounding success again 
and the Committee thanks all of our members who so strongly 
supported the function again in 2018. 
Just a reminder that our first monthly Luncheon for this year at Box 
Hill RSL will be on Friday the 1st of February and we look forward 
to catching up with as many who can attend. 
Regards to all, 
Laurie. 

 

Office  Holders 
President  Laurie Bell 

Vice President  Peter Wilson 

Secretary  Hugh Tank 

Treasurer  Tony Synhur 

Delegate  John MacDonald 

   

   

Newsletter 
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 Ian Cohn 

 
 
 

Please send your contributions to 
scsiac@bigpond.com 

or  
Box 486, Mt Beauty, VIC, 3699 

 
Deadline for next issue – 23Jan19 

 
 
 
 
 

Welfare 
 

Branch Welfare Officers 
Hugh Tank   on 03 9877 3424 

and Peter Wilson 
 
 

If you are aware of any member who 
is unwell please contact Hugh or 

Peter. 
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    AAFC News       From the 4 Wing Facebook page 
4WG Australian Air Force Cadets   January 20 at 11:48 PM ·  
// 1/19 PROMOTION COURSE DETACHMENT// 

A number of 4WG cadets graduated from our promotion course 
detachment with Reviewing Officer, WGCDR(AAFC) B. J. 
Smith - who was recently appointed as Director of Training 
AAFC  
We share some words from today’s reviewing officer that were 
shared with the graduating cadets; 
“Thank you for allowing me to share your special day as you celebrate 
the completion of your 2019 Promotion Training Course. 
I’d like to congratulate you on a magnificent parade.  I recently had the 

opportunity to work with the Recruit Unit at Wagga and while they are certainly good, your drill, your dress and your 
bearing outshines them every day of the week.  So well done, your family and friends should be very proud. 
Over the past 17 days, many of you would have been challenged with the question “why the heck am I doing this?”  
Forty degree heat, heavy uniform and trying to sleep through hot nights. 
You may have struggled with the fact that some of your friends were relaxing on holiday, enjoying the hot weather by a 
pool side or simply getting better at playing Fortnite.  
While you, march in the sun, studied for exams and tried to stay awake in the afternoon heat. 
Well, these last 17 days may have been disguised as hard work, there are many stories that will stay with you forever. 
As someone who completed their Cadet Warrant officer course some 27 years ago, I still remember my course and the 
friendships forged during those days.  At the time I thought it was the end of my leadership learning.  I was a Cadet 
Warrant Officer, so surely I knew everything about the world!! Boy was I wrong. 
One of the most important things I took away from my leadership journey, is that when people are thrown into a 
moment like this, it is where you learn to play your role.  Among all the content you may have seen, all the activity 
conducted and all the classes delivered during these 17 days, one significant learning that you must take away from 
this experience is “Play Your Role” 
Yes you will have a new rank, but what is your role?  What part will you play back your squadron? 
For those of you who are starting your leadership journey, your first rank, this will be a concept that will challenge you 
among your peers.  You will still be Josh or Anna to your peers, but your role will have changed.  Those who have 
experienced more senior ranks you will now have a change of role as well. You will be asked to serve in a different way, 
but still serve. 
And I use this word (Serve) specifically because leadership is not about yelling at your team. It’s not about pushing 
them to do what you want them to do.  It is about being a servant to your team.  Its about ensuring you create the 
environment for your team to thrive.  It’s about understanding that many a time , you will put the needs of your team 
before your own.  It’s about appreciating that there are variations in your teams and people are not all the same.  The 
talents of each one of your team are there to be appreciated by the leader - that leader being you. 
Applying the leadership skills you have learnt on this course is what really matters. 
You may not have pulled the greatest numerical result.  There is no place for 200 cadets to dux the course, but there is 
plenty of place for 200 cadets to apply their leadership.   
You have worked very hard to be on this parade today, but the hard work is maintaining it. Today you have made a 
decision to serve others. You may take that into you careers later on, but you have decided to lead others and by 
leading is to serve. 
I have no doubt that you all have the potential to be here in 30 years time leading the next generations of extraordinary 
young people, as I have had the chance today. 
If you decide to continue your leadership development, you will most definitively read, Ken Blanchard book. 
Ken writes; 
“Servant-leadership is all about making the goals clear and then rolling your sleeves up and doing whatever it takes to 
help people win. In that situation, they don’t work for you, you work for them.” 
Again, Congratulations on starting, or continuing your leadership journey. 
Thank you.” 
 

https://www.facebook.com/4wg.aafc/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARCFziuJbDqsPmBYzpmBZQ0___pVz9DJ0BlTDboOKnEIJ_sjW7ZNH30R4yy4X1NIxAmwjZH0mdkF0JKg&hc_ref=ARTZOTuDdYKeVqdy5vmswbd3K_1o3e1WJh3U4OMPl9hS4Z_LvBO1UijKNBEohYOr418&fref=nf&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCFfT3XQV7Oqr2YmBCOUfy_lAFuQm-YYnvVsqiLmktwJwVKkCaK3i0ms9ssn-qsTmc5M9oQiobvnEgvAhdlKrG7iKpj0cUK3oQwQMqSNlAOGLSn-zZkNY-EpgGXOTZqikFpTu6Rb9OhLaUh0wMnPZczOYLTQ_0Xxm_O0mLXzXG_FB9VneJhJcwLlXwrtqPBR3I4_afH28h5OzgRsDuIQcdT78tWjmknQwVEm4Lgv9pnYEhzq9_JzPyt6nf3ivqvSZQs04SwiDoknbGTt5ZZDPNrR2M29EYy_8lqms4cK5lrFDuwkwu3WvBl9xMeTOI-WqXGtIftJ_IFZ1IpRVf_dVONoQ
https://www.facebook.com/4wg.aafc/photos/a.389924691161829/1214197792067844/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCFfT3XQV7Oqr2YmBCOUfy_lAFuQm-YYnvVsqiLmktwJwVKkCaK3i0ms9ssn-qsTmc5M9oQiobvnEgvAhdlKrG7iKpj0cUK3oQwQMqSNlAOGLSn-zZkNY-EpgGXOTZqikFpTu6Rb9OhLaUh0wMnPZczOYLTQ_0Xxm_O0mLXzXG_FB9VneJhJcwLlXwrtqPBR3I4_afH28h5OzgRsDuIQcdT78tWjmknQwVEm4Lgv9pnYEhzq9_JzPyt6nf3ivqvSZQs04SwiDoknbGTt5ZZDPNrR2M29EYy_8lqms4cK5lrFDuwkwu3WvBl9xMeTOI-WqXGtIftJ_IFZ1IpRVf_dVONoQ&__tn__=-R
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   4WG Australian Air Force Cadets   January 21 at 9:23 PM ·  
// 4WG PROMDET 1/2019 RESULTS - OVERALL DUX OF COURSE // 
On Sunday 20th January, the candidates of 4WG's 2019 CUO, CWOFF, SNCO and JNCO courses 
graduated at Puckapunyal Military Area. 
Congratulations to all candidates on what you have achieved this year. 
Overall Dux of Courses 
Dux of 51 CUO Course - CFSGT Eric Choi 
Dux of 36 CWOFF Course - CSGT Reuban Iywan 
Overall Dux of 1/2019 SNCO Courses - CCPL Aashutosh Sapkota 
Overall Dux of 1/2019 JNCO Courses - LCDT Patrick Swingler 

 

    
 

    

Photo credit: WOFF(AAFC) Bree Neve 
 

 

  401 Squadron - Australian Air Force Cadets 
                            January 19 at 12:08 PM ·  
4 WING CRG CHAIRPERSON AND DEPUTY 
CHAIRPERSON 
Congratulations to our very own Cadet Sergeant Nikitha 
Kurian Anna and Cadet Sergeant Reuben Iywan who have 
been appointed as Chairperson and Deputy Person 
respectively for the 4 Wing Cadet Reference Group.  Great 
work Cadet Sergeants! 
The CRG is a representative group which communicates 

cadet ideas and feedback back to the wing executive.  As Chair and Deputy Chair, CSGTs Kurian Anna 
and Iywan will be the link between squadron CRG representatives and staff at 4WG Headquarters.  
They will be responsible for organising and providing feedback on many wing activities. 

https://www.facebook.com/4wg.aafc/?ref=nf&__tn__=%3C-R&eid=ARB-ms2-WpDvuuAZyKKVwo03yuGSQmQNSf9v7IS8zb3jflhvYpGYzq7bzZ67Xt6PcIB5m7pXTgzLhWX1&hc_ref=ARRyyG54yKjsRUzdphwDCeYcuUluhxQkVDueTg-4qlzMq2c79OzWILShS543uMKVfbw&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDNqmbqNQoBX86Fbyi1trLbdAOsg1rCgZW46o4oNcrLvZhQVOkXOtnD261Osm70VYAZgX92lNjrHVZ7QNIEEXjVUWX8o9stg5xgXIxl7eyD5s78MjF5eBN4N2xQ9UxymVt1YHiKiUsPFEDU4P_F1HOM5sjt-2SNSPAqMTx5biZ-UM6IhvEPs3ZlHCG3Ac0cjwG9mu2TbxtXkj9FZaR03LmPSodHBmqz1A__cIeFbYlb5efWo5wnrPsTTBrlRBw14Z8AeB7QdqYuzBxbnGGz2SlzuwJ6BtpwFc2KH45EuZzd69f-_3yj8vQ3TB3DvT4SQTIO7TXHD_r5zt_MsANVmf5ZTQ
https://www.facebook.com/4wg.aafc/?ref=nf&__tn__=%3C-R&eid=ARB-ms2-WpDvuuAZyKKVwo03yuGSQmQNSf9v7IS8zb3jflhvYpGYzq7bzZ67Xt6PcIB5m7pXTgzLhWX1&hc_ref=ARRyyG54yKjsRUzdphwDCeYcuUluhxQkVDueTg-4qlzMq2c79OzWILShS543uMKVfbw&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDNqmbqNQoBX86Fbyi1trLbdAOsg1rCgZW46o4oNcrLvZhQVOkXOtnD261Osm70VYAZgX92lNjrHVZ7QNIEEXjVUWX8o9stg5xgXIxl7eyD5s78MjF5eBN4N2xQ9UxymVt1YHiKiUsPFEDU4P_F1HOM5sjt-2SNSPAqMTx5biZ-UM6IhvEPs3ZlHCG3Ac0cjwG9mu2TbxtXkj9FZaR03LmPSodHBmqz1A__cIeFbYlb5efWo5wnrPsTTBrlRBw14Z8AeB7QdqYuzBxbnGGz2SlzuwJ6BtpwFc2KH45EuZzd69f-_3yj8vQ3TB3DvT4SQTIO7TXHD_r5zt_MsANVmf5ZTQ
https://www.facebook.com/4wg.aafc/posts/1214801558674134?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDNqmbqNQoBX86Fbyi1trLbdAOsg1rCgZW46o4oNcrLvZhQVOkXOtnD261Osm70VYAZgX92lNjrHVZ7QNIEEXjVUWX8o9stg5xgXIxl7eyD5s78MjF5eBN4N2xQ9UxymVt1YHiKiUsPFEDU4P_F1HOM5sjt-2SNSPAqMTx5biZ-UM6IhvEPs3ZlHCG3Ac0cjwG9mu2TbxtXkj9FZaR03LmPSodHBmqz1A__cIeFbYlb5efWo5wnrPsTTBrlRBw14Z8AeB7QdqYuzBxbnGGz2SlzuwJ6BtpwFc2KH45EuZzd69f-_3yj8vQ3TB3DvT4SQTIO7TXHD_r5zt_MsANVmf5ZTQ&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/401SQNAAFC/?ref=nf&__tn__=%3C-R&eid=ARAS6x6U6dq1uPGRZ3DVlBiGxlDD4j8aFw2FLGIQk3tzJxRGeMrcZY7Htl3RC-_vmNb3k7lYEs1Ozwea&hc_ref=ARQ9-JFbxU8YYICWGr1Y4fXkM7L_Ep-fQbGCPdxf60iVI4wXtpUi5cdz7qFmM_YeIew&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCzCs1XJJ6RE5iYBePE6W378D0xOnyiakB9mir8LrCX7Xaw1V_TVZ-g3gsaHP241prbrkK0jozAoiaWomjEXNgPwT3HvkfsX_BM1vcAT2goPEiY8QjbfZM0uuoeOd8g8Njk4R0Ltmyl4y3IjbmytdsFDlJlLLQVIu_6xP7_5iDUBPntP2zGEMlebiUnnMzvKBBZ8WO7YNxwF69l3ab__uPFQanrY5za3avvvVJL3cyhykM2Ao0ZwQ5zJYaqwcKFvtcMdHz25bjbTu23diJKW9v5nj7FxsnCkI2Uh48FLJAg4AoMW0NGgBmll57jFY55b9DytZecjNtjyDJ785SFJJyMd0fP3-Iz_gBiiGB8DcUjlnnOP15jPDsmJdZNRidoZerjoGHvYfnjQxJ3AfgN9deWndvPhz9cNzcGPKr8TFPHWgBCm-2d3jOXxa-5TMnypxdCPECoq-tinmVJB1LKKo9wajjerz2h8uFpQGJHfMRvYZqMAPmiKjKC
https://www.facebook.com/401SQNAAFC/?ref=nf&__tn__=%3C-R&eid=ARAS6x6U6dq1uPGRZ3DVlBiGxlDD4j8aFw2FLGIQk3tzJxRGeMrcZY7Htl3RC-_vmNb3k7lYEs1Ozwea&hc_ref=ARQ9-JFbxU8YYICWGr1Y4fXkM7L_Ep-fQbGCPdxf60iVI4wXtpUi5cdz7qFmM_YeIew&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCzCs1XJJ6RE5iYBePE6W378D0xOnyiakB9mir8LrCX7Xaw1V_TVZ-g3gsaHP241prbrkK0jozAoiaWomjEXNgPwT3HvkfsX_BM1vcAT2goPEiY8QjbfZM0uuoeOd8g8Njk4R0Ltmyl4y3IjbmytdsFDlJlLLQVIu_6xP7_5iDUBPntP2zGEMlebiUnnMzvKBBZ8WO7YNxwF69l3ab__uPFQanrY5za3avvvVJL3cyhykM2Ao0ZwQ5zJYaqwcKFvtcMdHz25bjbTu23diJKW9v5nj7FxsnCkI2Uh48FLJAg4AoMW0NGgBmll57jFY55b9DytZecjNtjyDJ785SFJJyMd0fP3-Iz_gBiiGB8DcUjlnnOP15jPDsmJdZNRidoZerjoGHvYfnjQxJ3AfgN9deWndvPhz9cNzcGPKr8TFPHWgBCm-2d3jOXxa-5TMnypxdCPECoq-tinmVJB1LKKo9wajjerz2h8uFpQGJHfMRvYZqMAPmiKjKC
https://www.facebook.com/401SQNAAFC/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARBq6yYZ498TE_xJTqCdjoaXTr-rBZTjzctL8yjANd1d6zwNJ7awqo88KibobKqRh6bQDu_veEqvhr_S&hc_ref=ARQsyWBBobJxRoLD8qL3miyO6dT08EmUPIvkNvbUUp2XCdPTtSejJkWBWvZa9rwfkxk&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCzCs1XJJ6RE5iYBePE6W378D0xOnyiakB9mir8LrCX7Xaw1V_TVZ-g3gsaHP241prbrkK0jozAoiaWomjEXNgPwT3HvkfsX_BM1vcAT2goPEiY8QjbfZM0uuoeOd8g8Njk4R0Ltmyl4y3IjbmytdsFDlJlLLQVIu_6xP7_5iDUBPntP2zGEMlebiUnnMzvKBBZ8WO7YNxwF69l3ab__uPFQanrY5za3avvvVJL3cyhykM2Ao0ZwQ5zJYaqwcKFvtcMdHz25bjbTu23diJKW9v5nj7FxsnCkI2Uh48FLJAg4AoMW0NGgBmll57jFY55b9DytZecjNtjyDJ785SFJJyMd0fP3-Iz_gBiiGB8DcUjlnnOP15jPDsmJdZNRidoZerjoGHvYfnjQxJ3AfgN9deWndvPhz9cNzcGPKr8TFPHWgBCm-2d3jOXxa-5TMnypxdCPECoq-tinmVJB1LKKo9wajjerz2h8uFpQGJHfMRvYZqMAPmiKjKC
https://www.facebook.com/401SQNAAFC/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARBq6yYZ498TE_xJTqCdjoaXTr-rBZTjzctL8yjANd1d6zwNJ7awqo88KibobKqRh6bQDu_veEqvhr_S&hc_ref=ARQsyWBBobJxRoLD8qL3miyO6dT08EmUPIvkNvbUUp2XCdPTtSejJkWBWvZa9rwfkxk&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCzCs1XJJ6RE5iYBePE6W378D0xOnyiakB9mir8LrCX7Xaw1V_TVZ-g3gsaHP241prbrkK0jozAoiaWomjEXNgPwT3HvkfsX_BM1vcAT2goPEiY8QjbfZM0uuoeOd8g8Njk4R0Ltmyl4y3IjbmytdsFDlJlLLQVIu_6xP7_5iDUBPntP2zGEMlebiUnnMzvKBBZ8WO7YNxwF69l3ab__uPFQanrY5za3avvvVJL3cyhykM2Ao0ZwQ5zJYaqwcKFvtcMdHz25bjbTu23diJKW9v5nj7FxsnCkI2Uh48FLJAg4AoMW0NGgBmll57jFY55b9DytZecjNtjyDJ785SFJJyMd0fP3-Iz_gBiiGB8DcUjlnnOP15jPDsmJdZNRidoZerjoGHvYfnjQxJ3AfgN9deWndvPhz9cNzcGPKr8TFPHWgBCm-2d3jOXxa-5TMnypxdCPECoq-tinmVJB1LKKo9wajjerz2h8uFpQGJHfMRvYZqMAPmiKjKC
https://www.facebook.com/401SQNAAFC/posts/1331235797001029?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCzCs1XJJ6RE5iYBePE6W378D0xOnyiakB9mir8LrCX7Xaw1V_TVZ-g3gsaHP241prbrkK0jozAoiaWomjEXNgPwT3HvkfsX_BM1vcAT2goPEiY8QjbfZM0uuoeOd8g8Njk4R0Ltmyl4y3IjbmytdsFDlJlLLQVIu_6xP7_5iDUBPntP2zGEMlebiUnnMzvKBBZ8WO7YNxwF69l3ab__uPFQanrY5za3avvvVJL3cyhykM2Ao0ZwQ5zJYaqwcKFvtcMdHz25bjbTu23diJKW9v5nj7FxsnCkI2Uh48FLJAg4AoMW0NGgBmll57jFY55b9DytZecjNtjyDJ785SFJJyMd0fP3-Iz_gBiiGB8DcUjlnnOP15jPDsmJdZNRidoZerjoGHvYfnjQxJ3AfgN9deWndvPhz9cNzcGPKr8TFPHWgBCm-2d3jOXxa-5TMnypxdCPECoq-tinmVJB1LKKo9wajjerz2h8uFpQGJHfMRvYZqMAPmiKjKC&__tn__=-R


ATC/AAFC Newsletter February 2019                                                                                                                                                                              Page 4 

4WG Australian Air Force Cadets      January 21 at 9:45 PM ·  
// 4WG PROMDET 1/2019 RESULTS - DUX OF EXCELLENCE // 
In 2019 4WG is pleased to introduce a new award, the Dux of Excellence, in each course. 
The Dux of Excellence is awarded to the candidate on each course who has displayed exceptional 
leadership qualities and values, along with exceptional followership and mateship. 
This award has been introduced to complement the Overall Dux awards and further recognise the 
incredible talent we see each year in 4WG. 
Congratulations to the first winners of this award. 
Course Dux of Excellence 
Dux of Excellence, 51 CUO Course - CFSGT Rhys Bubb 
Dux of Excellence, 36 CWOFF Course - CFSGT Ben Koopmans 
Dux of Excellence, 130 SNCO Course - CCPL Luca Chiefari 
Dux of Excellence, 131 SNCO Course - CCPL Harrison Green 
Dux of Excellence, 132 SNCO Course - CCPL Kyle Charles 
Dux of Excellence, 231 JNCO Course - LCDT Presley Johannesen 
Dux of Excellence, 232 JNCO Course - LCDT Benjamin Hildebrand-Neumann 
Dux of Excellence, 233 JNCO Course - LCDT Adam Ford 
Dux of Excellence, 234 JNCO Course - LCDT Christian Montagner 

 

    
 

   
Photo credit: WOFF(AAFC) Bree Neve 

 

+ 
Branch Events    2019 

Friday, February 1st  Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 
Friday, March 1st  Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 
Friday, April 5th  Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 
Saturday, April 13th  Branch AGM,       Box Hill RSL. 
Friday, May 3rd  Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 
Friday, June 7th  Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 
Friday, July 5th  Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 
Friday, August 2nd  Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 

Friday, September 6th     Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 
Friday, October 4th       Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 
Sunday, October 6th       4 Wing, AAFC Annual Parade, Point Cook.  
Friday, November 1st     Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 
Sunday, November 10th    AFA’s Annual Pilgrimage &  
                                        RAAF Nashos’ memorial Day, Point Cook. 
Friday, December 6th      Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 
 Sunday, December 15th   Branch Christmas Luncheon, Box Hill RSL 

Denotes dates subject to confirmation in due course.

https://www.facebook.com/4wg.aafc/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDNqmbqNQoBX86Fbyi1trLbdAOsg1rCgZW46o4oNcrLvZhQVOkXOtnD261Osm70VYAZgX92lNjrHVZ7QNIEEXjVUWX8o9stg5xgXIxl7eyD5s78MjF5eBN4N2xQ9UxymVt1YHiKiUsPFEDU4P_F1HOM5sjt-2SNSPAqMTx5biZ-UM6IhvEPs3ZlHCG3Ac0cjwG9mu2TbxtXkj9FZaR03LmPSodHBmqz1A__cIeFbYlb5efWo5wnrPsTTBrlRBw14Z8AeB7QdqYuzBxbnGGz2SlzuwJ6BtpwFc2KH45EuZzd69f-_3yj8v&__xts__%5B1%5D=68.ARDJGP7USLhiccJ0mMXJdxYi3tBH3ioXKObcsq_RH9_SKzjcNItmS0nLjA4SHJmDBiw9CAkwZ9x8PSFycbW8ohuEQ-7C_bW5myhMYSl0kqpjKAL3NYAVqhvlfhmdJTvaFwwKZvxxSAZ0IuPtu0Td51Xz19gbUh728Vq26NjpkVgflXQeMaFkY7yXhxDR6eGrn5oVZuUJifrbfqbrwh8mOG2OjiPR4dgE7lV4dMc8WJxvLspH1boSS8tcq3FRxE5SfNzjKwjrtwT8PZb0TANyaEtscjzJtVvXrCs2dRhm2H4lDg1vY1ppF7OZ4WdHsCGkcuUOS3MbsNzjcBAgvcjvfSR2dA&__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARDLX_-LeonHzhtLLLkpMSp1C8SG_7F9OO74SO8NFt3l-iCEhxgAKETghUH9K4BoAqXz4Sg_e9ipFmk4&hc_ref=ARRd3gGASNzvzPLMHe8F1h_zYwlcG1IaIKylNptTZcLAVP6_kQ_jq4n2dleGzJevEU0&fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/4wg.aafc/posts/1214813472006276?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDJGP7USLhiccJ0mMXJdxYi3tBH3ioXKObcsq_RH9_SKzjcNItmS0nLjA4SHJmDBiw9CAkwZ9x8PSFycbW8ohuEQ-7C_bW5myhMYSl0kqpjKAL3NYAVqhvlfhmdJTvaFwwKZvxxSAZ0IuPtu0Td51Xz19gbUh728Vq26NjpkVgflXQeMaFkY7yXhxDR6eGrn5oVZuUJifrbfqbrwh8mOG2OjiPR4dgE7lV4dMc8WJxvLspH1boSS8tcq3FRxE5SfNzjKwjrtwT8PZb0TANyaEtscjzJtVvXrCs2dRhm2H4lDg1vY1ppF7OZ4WdHsCGkcuUOS3MbsNzjcBAgvcjvfSR2dA&__tn__=-R
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Mystery Photograph 
 
Our mystery photograph from the December 2018 edition has been identified by Peter Colliver and John 
Gracie who both appear in it.   
 

 
Thanks is due to member Elizabeth Vida, the daughter of 
members Barbara and Bob Eastgate, for providing this 
picture.  Elizabeth, who was a Cadet FltSgt with 16 
Flight AirTC at Essendon from 1987 until 1994, recently 
attended a Branch meeting when she accompanied Bob 
Eastgate as a visitor.  Elizabeth now resides in NSW and 
has joined the Branch as another of our interstate 
members.    
 
 

 
 
Peter Colliver writes:-  
 
Ian, it is certainly John Gracie, as 
Parade Commander, me as CO 
VICAIRTC, and Cr Leo Cahill, Mayor 
of the City of Essendon, inspecting the 
troops, prior to the grant of the 
Freedom of the City to 16 FLT (now 
416 Sqn) on 17 March 1990. 
I have attached a PDF (see picture at 
left) of some items from my collection 
of memorabilia relating to the event. 
Regards 
 
 
And John Gracie also replied:- 
 
Who:  
FLGOFF John Gracie FLTCDR 16 
Flight Essendon 
 
Where:  
Outside City Offices of Essendon City 
Council in Moonee Ponds 
 
Why:  
Inspection of Cadets by the Mayor, 
accompanied by WGCDR Peter 
Colliver CO VICAIRTC on 
presentation of Freedom of the City to 
the Flight  
 

The Flight then exercised their right of entry by marching up Puckle Street on a busy Saturday morning 
to be challenged by Inspector Tim Pepperkamp who also later served as an AIRTC Instructor.   
 
Cheers John Gracie 
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AAFC/AIRTC Historical Items 

 

Please send in any of your old ATC/AAFC photographs with a small explanation of the circumstances.  
A picture is worth a thousand words. 
Heard of the Air Training Corps/AAFC Memorabilia Collection?  Located at Benalla Aviation Museum 
at Benalla Airport in Victoria, this display is highly recommended for a group visit.   
See more at www.benallaaviationmuseum.org.au/  
 
Another mystery picture  
This one appeared in our December 2018 edition attached to the John Gibbs story.  Who were these 
talented ATC members and what was the occasion?   
 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Letter to the Editor. 
 
Dear Editor, 
  
Here is the inscription proof for our AFC Memorial (Opened by our then State President, Group Captain 
Carl Schiller on the 25th of March, 2017, and the Member for INDI, Cathy McGowan, AO, MP.  This 
particular Memorial commemorates the connection between the Australian Light Horsemen 
“volunteers” and the foundation of the AFC.  It is the only memorial outside of RAAF Base Williams in 
Australia. 
On another front the ATC/Airtc/AAFC display at the Benalla Aviation Museum has remained static 
during 2018 and needs some Branch Membership input in forthcoming years to establish ownership and 
secure its future. 
Meanwhile the Benalla Aviation Museum, home to No.11 EFTS, RAAF Station Benalla 1941 – 1945, 
has just acquired the only Fawcett 120, 4 seat, high wing monoplane in existence!  That should get our 
buffs talking?  This rare machine was designed in 1962 by Pellagrini -- all metal monocoque 
construction, powered by a D.H. Gypsy Major 1 ex Tiger Moth engine (Cowl and all).  The Museum has 
also been donated an Aussie Mirage 3O aircraft which will arrive before the middle of 2019.   
 
 
Doug & Jan Williams 
 

http://www.benallaaviationmuseum.org.au/
http://www.benallaaviationmuseum.org.au/
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Letters to the Editor – continued. 

 
Left side 

 

 
Right side. 
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Christmas Meeting 
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Member Story – From Geoff Le Couteur 

 
Geoff Le Couteur (right) at a recent Branch meeting with John MacDonald 

 
24 Flight Ballarat 
 
I joined 24 Flight Ballarat in 1957, a school flight associated with the Ballarat Technical School.  We 
used to parade one evening after school and our Commanding Officer was one of the Lecturers.  At the 
end of secondary school, I had reached the rank of Cadet Flight Sergeant. 
The Technical School shared a wall with the Ballarat Gaol so parades were sometimes interesting.  The 
Parade Ground was the school yard and on the other side of the wall were prisoners.  In the late 1950’s 
some prisoners were former military personnel so it was interesting to conduct the parade and to hear the 
parade ground orders being echoed or countermanded on the other side of the wall.  All quite funny in 
retrospect. 
As many will recall to join the ATC, the minimum age was 14 – or more precisely turn 14 in that 
particular school year.  My birthday was the second last day of the school year so I effectively spent 
another year as a 13 year old.  This meant getting involved in all the activities such as camps at Pt Cook, 
Laverton or East Sale although most seemed to be at Point Cook – and doing the relevant courses as 
they became available.  It was a great time.  Who would forget the rifle shooting competitions at 
Williamstown Rifle Range? 
It also meant a 13 year old was taking home a .303 rifle (minus the bolt) on the school bus.  Imagine the 
police response if that occurred today. 
With every visit to Point Cook this meant a flight in a Dakota DC 3 and this spawned my interest in 
Aviatio n. This was a great start for me.  Back in Ballarat I knew that 25 Flight Ballarat was located at 
the Ballarat Aerodrome and though we had some common activities with 25 Flight I found the Ballarat 
Aero Club.  Although it was a 40 minute bike ride it became a Sunday ritual for me to ride to the airport 
and sit near the airside door asking all and sundry if there was a spare seat.  Given most were 
undertaking training the answer was in the negative however the Chief Flying Instructor would always 
take pity and take me up for aerobatics at the end of the day. Apart from myself it was common for 
people to drive to the airport to simply watch flying activities from their motorcars - so it was 
entertainment too for the crowd. I can’t remember missing out on a flight. I later came to spend a lot of 
time at this Club. 
Back to the Cadets.  Being a School Flight this meant membership terminated at the end of Intermediate 
Certificate which was age 16 so it was either join 25 Flight or leave completely.  Given I was about to 
move onto the School of Mines studying Applied Chemistry I chose to leave and put any flying 
ambitions on hold temporarily. 
After a year at the School Of Mines the Police Department offered an intake of Police Cadets full time 
study at RMIT or Melbourne University.  It was an Indenture Scheme and I applied and was accepted.  
Sadly there was only one squad of cadets selected to do this and it only lasted for two years before being 
rescinded.  Only two of us passed while other young 17 year olds excelled in table tennis and billiards.  
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Apart from Police Cadets at RMIT there were Air Force personnel in uniform undertaking Engineering 
courses. 
Upon the Indenture Scheme being rescinded I joined the Police Recruits at the Police Training Depot 
then posted to North Melbourne Police Station.  I found that by doing permanent nightshift I could 
complete Applied Chemistry at RMIT during the day.  Sleeping was optional but generally 4pm to 10pm 
was sufficient.  By volunteering for nightshift duty I found there were no problems in being swap shifts 
with other Constables.  I did this for one academic year. 
At the start of the next year I was posted to the Forensic Science Laboratory and the last year of the 
course I did part time, mainly at night school.  Five nights per week, but who cared? 
While at North Melbourne Police Station the detectives were upstairs and there was a very young 
detective who was interested in aviation.  By this stage I had re-established myself at the Ballarat Aero 
Club and was about to complete my Unrestricted Private Pilot Licence.  This detective had a superior 
officer who flown Wellington bombers during the WW2.  They had been discussing how aircraft could 
be used in aerial support of police operations and it was at this stage a respected UK policeman, Colonel 
Eric St Johnson was brought in to reorganise the Victoria Police.  It was indeed fortuitous that the Staff 
Officer to St Johnson was this former WW2 pilot and it was not surprising there were recommendations 
that the Victoria Police embrace aviation.  It was also fortunate for police aviation that this decorated 
WW2 pilot, Ronald Salisbury, became a Deputy Commissioner of the Victoria Police. 
Given the cost of the total Force reorganisation the aviation component recommendations were not 
immediately implemented.  However they were not forgotten. 
I am aware that some members of this Association know members and past member of the Police Air 
Wing and will recognise the identity of the young North Melbourne detective as Daryl Knight.  Daryl at 
this stage had gained his Unrestricted Private Pilot Licence and was instrumental in forming the Victoria 
Police Aero Club.  I made it to the second meeting of the fledgling Club.  The Police Department 
endorsed this club and it was not long before the club bought a Victa Airtourer 100 (1971) and this was 
operated out of Peninsula Air Services at Moorabbin.  With the hire rate at $9 per hour (solo) it attracted 
many interested member of the Victoria Police and other Emergency Services personnel. 
Given the Club was not for profit this aircraft was flying many hours per month so another Victa 115 
was purchased in 1973, then a Cessna 172 and later a Cessna 182. Membership grew and grew – so 
much so that quotas had to be put in place to ensure the Associate Members did not exceed the 
membership of serving police members.  The police department became concerned that if this was not in 
place decisions could have been made that were inconsistent with police values while under the Victoria 
Police banner. 
At the same time as the Aero Club was expanding a new Assistant Commissioner, S.I. (Mick) Miller for 
Operations decided the time was ripe to try out aircraft in support of police operations.  Given I had my 
Private Licence the longest I was asked to take Mick Miller on a flight at Cape Schank (1974).  We did 
this and he reported to the Chief Commissioner he wanted to take this experiment a step further.  Mick 
Miller, by the way, later became Chief Commissioner of the Victoria Police. 
Mick Miller devised an operation called Operation Salamander in 1974-5.  He brought together 
Detectives, Uniform Members, Highway Patrol, Police Mounted Branch, Police Boating Squad to 
saturate the Mornington and Bellarine Peninsula’s over the December – January period.  These 
resources were deployed at hot spots and during this time Aero Club aircraft were doing bay patrols, 
detecting speeding offender with the use of a stop watch over prescribed distances, searching for stolen 
and dumped vehicles.  To do this it was argued that the pilots were paid as police officers, not pilots, and 
for 2 years dispensation was granted for this to occur under strict conditions.  For aircraft hire, Mick 
Miller sought and obtained $5000 on both years.  Such CASA dispensation would never be granted in 
this day and age. 
Operation Salamander featured in annual police reports then the Police Air Wing was formalised in 
1975 with an Air Operator’s Certificate and private pilots replaced with Commercial Pilots.  The 
Government had made the commitment to fund an Air Wing and the transition from initial scoping to 
funding was complete. 
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The detective referred to above, Daryl Knight, who had been instrumental in forming the Police Air 
Wing and our ATC/AAFC member John MacDonald were integral members of the Air Wing over a 
long period of time.  Daryl later resigned to take up a position of Flying Instructor.  He certainly had 
enthusiasm and determination and was not shy in mounting a case to government on what they should 
be doing – and why they should be providing more funding. 
The Police Air Wing introduced fixed wing twin engine aircraft in 1975 then the helicopters in 1979, 
again by Mick Miller.  
By this stage I was continuing in my career in Forensic Science and became an end user of the services 
available.  This meant the on-call forensic crew could assemble at Essendon Airport and be flown to any 
part of the state, any hour of the day or night.  Previously we would drive 8 hours to a murder scene at 
Mildura, now we had the flexibility of getting to the crime scene before it became (more) contaminated. 
On other regular flights it wasn’t uncommon to be flown to a distant Court and in the aircraft was also 
the defendant under police escort. 
Aerial photographs became the norm and the Helicopter would be dispatched to the Forensic Science 
Laboratory to pick up a police photographer.  The Air Wing was also developing more and more 
technology and the Air Wing helicopters today are very sophisticated machines indeed. 
While professional air operations were now standard practice, the Victoria Police Aero Club was going 
from strength to strength.  There were flying competitions, flyaways, all level of flying training, a club 
house at Moorabbin Airport and all this continued until the price of fuel then insurance caused a steady 
downturn. 
For flyaways at Police Aero Club hire rates, members were virtually flying all over Australia on 
holidays and sometimes three aircraft would go to the remote sheep stations and visit far flung Police 
Stations in all States of Australia.  It meant cross hiring aircraft as well so until the mid-1980’s flying 
was a regular sporting activity enjoyed by many.  When visiting outback Police these remote police 
enjoyed our company and we enjoyed their offer for ground transport – often in the back of paddy 
wagons or local School buses.  The word would get out we were coming and people from surrounding 
stations were even known to fly in and join us.  It was our responsibility to bring current newspapers and 
magazines.   
In reality, I personally owe so much to the ATC for the experience and exposures to all manner of 
fascinating things, to be a Cadet Flight Sergeant holding parades and most of all, developing an interest 
in aviation. 
I had worked with ATC/AAFC member John MacDonald when he was a detective in the Homicide 
Squad, but it was not until 2018 either knew the other had been a member of ATC.  I never knew about 
the Association until John mentioned it.  The sad part is we are about to relocate to the Mornington 
Peninsula - and hence I won’t be able to attend all monthly meetings.  
Today the Victoria Police Aero Club has been wound up and private flying has virtually ceased except 
for once a year the former members go to an Aero Club and each will do one hour under Trial 
Instructional Flight arrangements.  The Instructor just sits there and enjoys the view unless we overlook 
something.  Even after all these years it is still fun. 
 
Thanks again, ATC! 
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Internet Links of Interest 
RAAFA ATC/AAFC Branch page     
raafavic.org.au/content/758/branch-atc-aafc 

National Servicemen’s Association -   
www.nashos.org.au/ 

Air Force News  www.defence.gov.au/Publications/NewsPapers/RAAF/Default.asp 

Astronomical Information - www.heavens-above.com/  
For instance – International Space Station passes for Melbourne (only for early birds for the next few days!) 

Date 
Brightness Start Highest point End 

Pass type 
(mag) Time Alt. Az. Time Alt. Az. Time Alt. Az. 

31 Jan -2.0 04:11:09 26° E 04:11:09 26° E 04:13:14 10° ESE visible 

31 Jan -2.3 05:43:52 10° W 05:46:46 27° SSW 05:49:43 10° SSE visible 

01 Feb -3.2 04:54:33 38° WSW 04:55:18 47° SW 04:58:34 10° SE visible 

02 Feb -2.2 04:05:10 35° SE 04:05:10 35° SE 04:07:16 10° SE visible 

02 Feb -1.3 05:38:42 10° WSW 05:40:51 16° SSW 05:43:00 10° SSE visible 

03 Feb -0.4 03:15:44 10° ESE 03:15:44 10° ESE 03:15:47 10° ESE visible 

03 Feb -1.9 04:48:27 21° SW 04:49:14 23° SSW 04:51:59 10° SSE visible 

04 Feb -1.6 03:58:58 26° SSE 03:58:58 26° SSE 04:00:51 10° SE visible 

04 Feb -0.9 05:34:19 10° SSW 05:35:01 10° SSW 05:35:44 10° S visible 

05 Feb -0.2 03:09:28 11° SE 03:09:28 11° SE 03:09:35 10° SE visible 

05 Feb -1.2 04:42:10 12° SW 04:43:17 14° SSW 04:45:06 10° SSE visible 

06 Feb -1.0 03:52:37 17° S 03:52:37 17° S 03:54:07 10° SSE visible 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION VICTORIA 
 
 

   
 

ATC/AAFC BRANCH 
 

ATTENTION - ALL ADULT MEMBERS 
of the  

AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE CADETS 
 
 

The AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION (Victorian Division) would welcome you as a member of our 
Branch.  As part of this proud Association with its long standing record of Service, the 

ATC/AAFC Branch membership consists of former ATC, AirTC and former and currently 
serving members of the AAFC.   Associate memberships are available for partners.   

 

For membership enquiries, please contact: 
 

Laurie Bell – Branch President 
43 Stenhouse Av, Brooklyn, 3012 Vic. 

03 9314 6223 or 0412 505 887 
laurieandadel@gmail.com    

Hugh Tank – Branch Secretary 
11 Paulette Court , Blackburn South, 

3130, Victoria. 
03 9877 3424 

General Enquiries 
The Air Force Association:  

03 9813 4600 
office@raafavic.org.au  

 

http://raafavic.org.au/content/758/branch-atc-aafc
http://www.nashos.org.au/
http://www.defence.gov.au/Publications/NewsPapers/RAAF/Default.asp
http://www.heavens-above.com/
https://www.heavens-above.com/passdetails.aspx?lat=-37.8136&lng=144.9631&loc=Melbourne&alt=10&tz=AEST&satid=25544&mjd=58513.7160877189&type=V
https://www.heavens-above.com/passdetails.aspx?lat=-37.8136&lng=144.9631&loc=Melbourne&alt=10&tz=AEST&satid=25544&mjd=58513.7824788481&type=V
https://www.heavens-above.com/passdetails.aspx?lat=-37.8136&lng=144.9631&loc=Melbourne&alt=10&tz=AEST&satid=25544&mjd=58514.7467393103&type=V
https://www.heavens-above.com/passdetails.aspx?lat=-37.8136&lng=144.9631&loc=Melbourne&alt=10&tz=AEST&satid=25544&mjd=58515.7119311309&type=V
https://www.heavens-above.com/passdetails.aspx?lat=-37.8136&lng=144.9631&loc=Melbourne&alt=10&tz=AEST&satid=25544&mjd=58515.7783714264&type=V
https://www.heavens-above.com/passdetails.aspx?lat=-37.8136&lng=144.9631&loc=Melbourne&alt=10&tz=AEST&satid=25544&mjd=58516.6776019601&type=V
https://www.heavens-above.com/passdetails.aspx?lat=-37.8136&lng=144.9631&loc=Melbourne&alt=10&tz=AEST&satid=25544&mjd=58516.7425302503&type=V
https://www.heavens-above.com/passdetails.aspx?lat=-37.8136&lng=144.9631&loc=Melbourne&alt=10&tz=AEST&satid=25544&mjd=58517.707625476&type=V
https://www.heavens-above.com/passdetails.aspx?lat=-37.8136&lng=144.9631&loc=Melbourne&alt=10&tz=AEST&satid=25544&mjd=58517.7743266305&type=V
https://www.heavens-above.com/passdetails.aspx?lat=-37.8136&lng=144.9631&loc=Melbourne&alt=10&tz=AEST&satid=25544&mjd=58518.6732425964&type=V
https://www.heavens-above.com/passdetails.aspx?lat=-37.8136&lng=144.9631&loc=Melbourne&alt=10&tz=AEST&satid=25544&mjd=58518.7384001216&type=V
https://www.heavens-above.com/passdetails.aspx?lat=-37.8136&lng=144.9631&loc=Melbourne&alt=10&tz=AEST&satid=25544&mjd=58519.7032116313&type=V
mailto:adel@gmail.com
mailto:office@raafavic.org.au
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