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OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER 
Issue  No 79 

December 2019 

  
 

President’s Message 
Greetings to everyone. 

The AAFC Annual Parade and Expo on the 
13th of October was, once again, well 
organised and congratulations to WGCDR 
(AAFC) Dee West, O.C. No. 4 Wing and all 
others involved.   

Reviewing Officer of the day was WGCDR 
(AAFC) Paul Hughes, Officer Commanding 
No. 3 Wing (N.S.W.) 

I had the pleasure of attending the 408 Squadron (Ringwood) 
Freedom of Entry to the City of Maroondah on the 10th of 
November.  The day was also of great significance as it was the 
first occasion upon which the Squadron’s new colours were on 
display. 

Also present, to name just a few, was GRPCAPT (AAFC) Mark 
Dorwood, Commander of the Australian Air Force Cadets, 
WGCDR (AAFC) Dee West, O.C. of No.4 Wing, SQNLDR 
(AAFC) Kylie Walker of 4 Wing, and Councillor Rob Steane, 
Mayor of Maroondah. 

Following the Squadron’s Parade the gathering was welcomed by 
both FLGOFF (AAFC) Nicole Kelly, C.O. of 408 Squadron and 
Mayor Rob Steane prior to the squadron marching off to the point 
of entry where it was challenged by Police Inspector Gerard De 
Vries who granted permission of entry and presented the Official 
Citation. 

 

 

Office     Holders 

President  Laurie Bell 

Vice 
President 

 Peter Wilson 

Secretary  Hugh Tank 

Treasurer  Tony Synhur 

Delegate  John MacDonald 

Returning 
Officer 

 Graeme Smith 

   

Newsletter 
Editor 

 Ian Cohn 

 
 
 

Please send your contributions to 
scsiac@bigpond.com 

or  
Box 486, Mt Beauty, VIC, 3699 

 
Deadline for next issue – 23SEP19 

 
 

Welfare 
 

Branch Welfare Officers 
Hugh Tank   on 03 9877 3424 

and Peter Wilson 
 

If you are aware of any member who 
is unwell please contact Hugh or 

Peter. 
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President’s Message - continued 
  

Refreshments in the R.S.L. hall followed and this rounded up a most enjoyable event.  My thanks to 
FLGOFF (AAFC) Nicole Kelly for the invitation and also the friendly reception from the 408 Staff 
members and the cadets themselves.  The Remembrance Day Service at the Australian Flying Corps 
Memorial, Point Cook was as short and sweet as was expected and capably M.C’d by Air Force 
Association’s Victorian State President, Max McGregor. 

As the State President of the National Servicemen’s Association, Mr. Robert McIvor was committed to 
be at another Service on this day, I had the honour of placing a wreath in his place in remembrance of 
the R.A.A.F. National Servicemen who served during the 1951 to 1957 period. 

The day’s attendance largely consisted of International service personnel who were transported over 
from Laverton and following the service, buses were provided to take attendees over to lunch in the 
Airmen’s Mess at Laverton and then back to Point Cook again afterwards.   

In closing, just a reminder that our Branch’s Christmas Luncheon this year is again at the Box Hill 
R.S.L. on the 15th of December and on behalf of the Committee I extend our very best wishes to all of 
our branch members and their families for a Healthy, Happy and Safe Christmas and also for the coming 
New Year. 

  

Regards. 

  

Laurie. 
 

    AAFC News        
 

News from 4 Wing Australian Air Force Cadets Facebook page 
 

4WG Australian Air Force Cadets 
November 18 at 3:28 PM ·  

NSAA TRI SERVICE PARADE - MONASH BARRACKS 17NOV19 
Cadets from 403SQN attended the 9th Annual NSAA Tri-Service Parade on Sunday 17 NOV at the 
Monash Barracks, Doveton alongside their counterparts from the TS Bataan Navy Cadets, and 310 ACU 
Army Cadets. 

   

As this years host service, AAFC lead the Army formatted parade under Parade Commander CUO 
Angie O'Sullivan, Parade Adjutant CUO Brendan Parsons (AAC) and Parade Sergeant Major WO2 
Savannah Villa (AAC) 

The Reviewing Officer was WGCDR(AAFC) Dee West who addressed the large crowd of NSAA 
members, tri service staff, family and friends, reflecting on the meaning of cadet service, camaraderie, 
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and the values of the NSAA being Honesty, Mateship and Service.  She added that in her 22 years in the 
AAFC, it was the first Tri-Service Parade she had attended.   

 

       
 

Congratulations to CCPL Mitch Axnick 403SQN who was awarded this year’s Cadet of the Year cup 
presented by OC 4WG and Mr Mike Smith, President of NSAA Sth Eastern Branch. 

 

408SQN Freedom of Entry 10NOV19 
 

    
408 Squadron exercised their right to enter the City of Maroondah “with swords drawn,  

drums beating, bands playing and banners flying” on Sunday 10th November 
 

 
Photograph – Laurie Bell 

Citation held by....FLGOFF (AAFC) Nicole Kelly, Officer of 408 Squadron  
and Mayor, Cr. Rob Steane with 408 Squadron's new banner  

(which was displayed for the first time on the day), in the background. 
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Photograph – Laurie Bell 

The Squadron being Challenged by Police Inspector Gerard De Vries. 
 

 
Photograph – Laurie Bell 

L-R  GPCAPT(AAFC) Mark Dorwood, Commander of the Australian Air Force Cadets,. 
WGCDR(AAFC) Dee West, Commanding Officer 4 Wing AAFC,. 

SQNLDR(AAFC) Kylie Walker, 4 Wing AAFC. 
 

ATC/AAFC Branch Events 2019. 
Sunday, December 15th   Branch Christmas Luncheon, Box Hill RSL 

 

ATC/AAFC Branch Events 2020. 
Friday, February 7th   Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 
Friday, March 6th   Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 
Friday, April 3rd   Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 
Saturday, April 18th   Branch AGM, Upton Room, Box Hill RSL. 
Friday, May 1st   Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 
Friday, June 5th   Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 
Friday, July 3rd   Branch Luncheon, Box Hill Rsl. 
Friday, August 7th   Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 
Friday, September 4th   Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 
Friday, October 2nd   Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 
Sunday, October 11th (?)   4 Wing, AAFC Annual Parade, Point Cook. 
Friday, November 6th   Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL. 
Sunday, November 8th (?) AFA’s Annual Pilgrimage & RAAF Nashos’ Memorial Day,  

Point Cook. 
Sunday, December 6th   Branch Christmas Luncheon, Upton Room, Box Hill RSL. 

Items in bold print denote dates subject to confirmation. 
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+ 

October Meeting 
 

  
 

November Meeting  
 

  
 

Bloodhound Land Speed Record Project 
From Nick Cohn 

In November the Bloodhound LSR car (Land Speed Record) successfully completed high speed trials on 
the Hakskeen Pan in the north of South Africa.  

     
Driver Andy Green, the current World Land Speed Record holder (1228 km/h), attained a speed of 1010 
km/h using only the EJ200 jet engine, thereby confirming all of the computer design predictions from 
the years of virtual development started in 2005. 

This achievement is even more extraordinary considering that in 2018 the car faced the scrapheap as the 
project entered bankruptcy.  It was saved at the last minute (literally) by entrepreneur Ian Warhurst who 
bought the car and materials from the failed project, creating Bloodhound LSR (bloodhoundlsr.com ) to 
continue inspiring the next generation of engineers, scientists and mathematicians.   

To go faster the car needs major financial sponsorship and the extra power of a space rocket being 
developed by Norwegian rocket company NAMMO for the European Space Agency.  If all goes well, 
Bloodhound LSR will return to the Hakskeen Pan in 2021 to set a new World Land Speed Record of 
more than 1300 km/h.  Only after that, with sufficient further funding and a more powerful rocket, will 
Bloodhound be able to obtain the design maximum speed of more than 1000 miles per hour (1609 km/h). 
Website:-   https://www.bloodhoundlsr.com/ 
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BOOKS 

14,000 Miles Through The Air  
by Sir Ross Smith 

 
 
 
 
The 10th December 2019 marks the 100th anniversary of the landing 
of Vickers Vimy aircraft G-EAOU, the winner of the Great Air Race 
piloted by Australian pilots Ross and Keith Smith.   
 
Ross Smith’s book “14,000 Miles through the Air” was first 
Published on 11 November 1922.   
 
The book has been recently re published by the Fannie Bay History 
and Heritage Society to commemorate this pioneering epic flight.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Sir Ross Smith 

 
Abstract from “Nature”  see www.nature.com/articles/110631b0 

This small volume by the late Sir Ross Smith marks an epoch in the 
history of flying, for it is a record of the first flight from London to 
Australia.  Sir Ross Smith and his brother, Sir Keith Smith, 
accompanied by two air-mechanics, Sergeants J. M. Bennett and  
W. H. Shiers, entered a Vickers-Vimy aeroplane for the prize of 
10,000 pounds offered by the Commonwealth Government in 1919 
for a flight from England to Australia in 30 days.   

As is well known, the two brothers won the race.  They left 
Hounslow on November 12, 1919, and reached Darwin on December 
10, 1919.  From there the flight was continued to Sydney, Melbourne, 
and Adelaide.   

 
The actual time spent in flying between London and Adelaide was 188 hours 20 minutes.  The longest 
spells in the air were 730 miles from Bundar Abbas to Karachi, and 720 miles from Karachi to Delhi.  
The brevity of the book makes it all the more vivid, and helps the reader to realise the speed of travelling 
by air.  The author gives few incidents and certainly dwells lightly on the difficulties encountered.  But 
there are some exciting passages, of which one of the best is the flight through the clouds between 
Rangoon and Bangkok, and the groping descent with the fear of collision with the heights of the 
Tenasserim Ranges.   

The book is well illustrated, the pictures of cities taken from the air being very striking.  It is much to be 
regretted that this high-spirited airman lost his life at the very start of his next great adventure, a few 
years later, of the flight round the world.   
 
By. Pp. xii + 136. (London: Macmillan and Co., Ltd., 1922.) 10s. 6d. net. 
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The Editor has “read” the fascinating two following books by subscribing to the Audible audio book 
service and recommends them. 

 
A GAME OF BIRDS AND WOLVES 

 
After the fall of France in 1940 WWII came down to a brutal 
slugging match. 

If German U-boats could sink Britain’s merchant ships faster 
than they could be built, the UK would be out of oil, coal and 
food.  The war would be won without the need for an invasion.  
As a result, severe rationing became part of life for the British. 

By investigative journalist Simon Parkin, this book looks at 
the special team set up by Winston Churchill to beat the 
German U-boat menace. 

 

Publisher’s Summary 

"Find out what is happening in the Atlantic, find ways of 
getting the convoys through, and sink the U-boats!" (Prime 

Minister Winston Churchill) 

1942. Liverpool.  The war isn't going to plan.  Distinguished admiral Sir Max Horton is in the game 
room on his knees commanding a fleet of toy German U-boats.  Behind a curtain his unknown opponent 
is manoeuvring the toy British battleships.  Five times the pair have played the game and five times 
Horton's U-boats have suffered defeat.  Exasperated, he demands to know his enemy.  And from behind 
the curtain steps a fresh-faced 17-year-old woman.  

This is the story of the game of battleships that won the Second 
World War.  It tells the story of the unlikely heroes of the Western 
Approaches Tactical Unit - a retired naval captain and eight young 
women - whose eureka moment cracked the battle of the Atlantic.  It 
features cameos from a war-ravaged Churchill and an exceptional 
Nazi mastermind submariner and takes us from the sweaty fug of 
German  
U-boat U48 as it torpedoes a British evacuee ship to the tense 

atmosphere of the wartime strategy room. 

The story of Operation Raspberry and its unsung heroines has never been told before.  Investigative 
journalist Simon Parkin brings these hidden figures into the light in this gripping tale of war at sea.   

©2019 Simon Parkin (P) 2019 Hodder & Stoughton Limited 

Also listen to Late Night Live Podcast Interview with Simon Parkin at 
www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/latenightlive/a-game-of-birds-and-wolves/11701576 

 

The Silver Spitfire 
Publisher’s Summary 

A brilliantly vivid Second World War memoir by one of 'the Few' 
Spitfire fighter pilots.   

Following the D-Day landings, Battle of Britain hero Tom Neil was 
assigned as an RAF liaison to an American fighter squadron.    

As the Allies pushed east, Neil commandeered an abandoned Spitfire as 
his own personal aeroplane. Erasing any evidence of its provenance and 
stripping it down to bare metal, it became the RAF's only silver 
Spitfire.     



  
ATC/AAFC Newsletter December 2019                                                                                                                                                                              Page 8 

Alongside his US comrades, he took the silver Spitfire into battle until, with the war's end, he was forced 
to make a difficult decision.  Faced with too many questions about the mysterious rogue fighter, he 
contemplated increasingly desperate measures to offload it, including bailing out mid-Channel.  

He eventually left the Spitfire at Worthy Down, never to be seen again.   

The Silver Spitfire is the firsthand, gripping story of Neil's heroic experience as an RAF fighter pilot and 
his reminiscences with his very own personal Spitfire. 

©2019 Wg Cdr Tom Neil (P)2019 Orion Publishing Group 

 

Internet Links 
RAAFA ATC/AAFC Branch page    raafavic.org.au/content/758/branch-atc-aafc 

National Servicemen’s Association -  www.nashos.org.au/ 

Air Force News  www.defence.gov.au/Publications/NewsPapers/RAAF/Default.asp 

 

 

AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION VICTORIA 
 

   
 
 

ATC/AAFC BRANCH 
 

ATTENTION - ALL ADULT MEMBERS 
of the  

AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE CADETS 
 
 
 

The AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION (Victorian Division) would welcome you as a member of our 
Branch.  As part of this proud Association with its long standing record of Service, the 

ATC/AAFC Branch membership consists of former ATC, AirTC and former and currently 
serving members of the AAFC.   Associate memberships are available for partners.   

 
 

For membership enquiries, please contact: 

 

 
Laurie Bell – Branch President 

 
43 Stenhouse Av, Brooklyn, 3012 Vic. 

 
03 9314 6223 or 0412 505 887 

 
laurieandadel@gmail.com    

Hugh Tank – Branch Secretary 
 

11 Paulette Court , Blackburn South, 
3130, Victoria. 

 
03 9877 3424 

General Enquiries 
 

The Air Force Association:  
03 9813 4600 

 
office@raafavic.org.au  

 


